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The Christing Messenger,

Bible Lessons for 1877.
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL.
SuxNDpaY, J[(l)‘(‘].j 4th, ]*TT—-]‘he StO!‘y
of Naboth.—1 Kings xxi. 4-14.

CoymMIT To MEMORY, Vs, 7-10.

Gorpey Texr.—* Thou hast sold thy-
self to work evil in' the sight of the
Lord.”—1 Kings xxi. 20. ,

DaiLy ReapiNes.—Monday, 1 Kings
xxi. 1-14. Tuesday, vs. 4; Leviticus
xxv. 17-28. Wédnesday, vs. 5; Luke
xii. 13=31. Thursday,vs. 9 ; Chronicles
xx. 1-12. Friday, vs. 10; Deuteronomy
xvii. 6-13. Saturday, vs. 13; Genesis
ix. 1-17. Sunday, vs. 14; 2 Kings.Ix.
30-37.. 3

AxaLysis.—I. Ahab ill-tempered. Vs.
4. II. Jezebel chides him. Vs. 9, 6.
III. Her plot to slay Naboth. Vs. 7-10.
IV. Her plot carried out. Vs. 11-14.

QuesTioNs.—Was Ahab reformed ‘by
the results at Carmel? How did God
continue to show his favor?

How was the domiin of the Hebrews
divided by the order of Moses? How
was the right of holding land for ever
secured? What were the evidences of
wisdom in this law?

Vs. 4. What had Ahab desired?
What commandment had he thereby
broken ? Ex. xx. 17. In what estimate
does God hold covetousness ! Ps. x. 3 ;
1 Cor. vi. 10; Luke xii. 15; Col. 1. 5.
Where was Naboth's vineyard ? Where
Jesreel? Where Samaria? How far
were they apart ? 3

Ve. 5. What physician did Satan send
to Ahab? _ » :

Vs. 7. How does Jezebel show herself
to be godless and lawless? What does
she say she will do? Which is the more
deplorable in this lesson, Ahab’s silly
weaknegs or Jezebel's wicked lawless-
ness ?

Vs. 8. Will you now describe the plot
of Jezebel in obtaining Naboth’s vine-
ard? How much real religion is there
in the fast she proclaims? Was this
the last theft of its kind ? .

Vs. 10. What was the charge gravely
brought against Naboth? How was it,
if true, punishable ?

Vs, 13. Who besides Naboth were
stoned to death? Why?

¢ V8. 14. Who in this lesson dies as a
martyr ? Who live, as yet, as murder-
ers? Will not the blood they have shed
be avenged. 2 Kings ix. 30-37.

After the events of Mount Carmel,
Ahab shows little or no sign of reforma-
tion ; still, God continues his favor;
gives him victory in successive Syrian
wars. (] Kings xx.) Yet this does not
restore his faith in God. To his con-
quered enemies he exhibits criminal
weakness ; he fails to obtain the security
of the Holy Land; nevertheless, he is
uneasy and covetous in the sight of a
neighbor’s vineyard.

In the division of the national domain,
Moses ordered that ‘“every one of the
600,000 free citizens of the Hebrew race
should have an equal part. (Numbers
xxxiii. 54). The right was made in-
alienable, and the estates settled upon
each family were to pass down. in per-
petual succession.” Lev. xxv. 23. In
this Mosaic law there was great wisdom.
It equalized the distribution of proper-
ty. The few could not revel in im-
mense fortunes while the many were
poor. The government watched overall
and cared for all alike. The rich could
not accumulate all the lands. The law
was made to guard the rights of Naboth
and to check the covetousness of Ahab.

ExrosiTioN.— Verse 4.— A hab came into
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- kingdom of Terael? 1In the original the
|
' as much as to say, * Well now, which is
' king in this realm, Naboth or thou?”
' Thus does she infuse
| his ambition. See vs. 25, Arise [and]
! 4 S

| eat bread, and let thine heart be merry.

\Jezebel was so far right, if only it had

' been right cheer which she brought.
| I will give thee, etc. He knew her well
| enough to know two things; first, that
| she would do it, and second, that she
would have no scruples as to means.
Verse 8.— Wrote letters in Ahab's
name, etc, Not the first time, nor done
without Ahab’s consent. many such a
letter we are sure had carried death to
servants of God “of whom the world
was not worthy.”” Sealed, etc. It has
been the custom in the East from very
ancient times to give royal authority to
public documents by the use of the

{ royal seal. The impression upon the

wax or clay was made by a signet, which
bore some device, the king's name, or
image, or something else, often con-
nected with a finger-ring, thouigh some-
times not. Egyptian and Chaldean
signets have been discovered probably
dating back to about 2,000 B.C. On
other Scripture references to seals, see
Gen..xli. 42; xxxviii. 18; Job xxxviii.
14 ; Esth. iii. 10, 12; viii. 2; Jer. xxxii.
10, 44; Dan. vi. 17; Matt. xxvii. 66.
Sent the letters unto the elders, etc. To
the magistrate governing the city, under
whose authority therefore, Naboth lived,
and who would have been the person to
proceed against Naboth, had there been
cause. ) '

not advice, but command, and that too
from the king, as the seal told. The
holding of a fast in case of notorious
public sin was a Hebrew practice,
2 Chron. xx. 3; Ezra viii. 21; Joel i.
14; ii. 15 ; Jonah iii. 5. There wus oc-
casion enough for a public fast through
the whole realm. This public fast as-
sumed the guilt of Naboth, before his
trial, and so to the public put him in
advance essentially in the position of a
condemned criminal. The plan is art-
ful, but the art is black. Set Naboth on
high, etc. For the form of a trial in
opén court.

Verse 10.—Set two men, etc, This
was the least number of witnesses whose
concurrent testimony must be given in
a capital charge. Num. xxxv. 30 ; Deut.
xvii. 6. Compare Matt. xxvi. 60. “Sons
of Belial,” is another name for worth-
less men, “of the baser sort.” Deut.
xiii. 13. Jezebel must have well-known
the character of the Jezreel magistrates,
or she never would have ventured to
give such a command. She recognizes
their sentiment as in harmony with
hers, at least so far that they would
lend themselves to such iniquity, and
only the people at large as needing to
be deceived. The rulers were worse
than the people. Thou didst blaspheme
God and the king. Doubtless the act of
refusing to sell the ground was to
furnish the basis of fact on which the
lie was torest. The charge was perhaps
not of two crimes, but of one cfime in
two aspects, as the king stood as in
some true sense God’s representative.
See Ex. xxii. 28, There were however
other forms of b'lasphemy. Lev. xxiv.
16. Either blasphemy or treason was
punishable with death. And then carry
him out and stone him, that he may die.

his house. At Samaria, which was still |
the capitol (xx. 43), though he®had a |
palace at Jezreel (vs. 1), probably oc- |
cupied by him a part of the year. He |
had been down from Samaria to Jezreel, |
about twenty-five miles northward, |
whaere he had his interview with Naboth, |

from which he has just returned. See !

vss. 8, 18, Jezreel was on the eastern
border of the plain of Esdraelon, called |
also the plain of Jezreel, overlooking to |
the west the whole of this plain. A |
magnificent site, having in view Carmel, |

on the Mediterranean Sea, and the |

mountains of Gilead beyond the Jordan.
Heavy and displeased, ete. Sullen and
angry. Naboth was one of the 7,000 in-
eorruptible and uUncorrupted saints of
Jehovah, of Whose existence the despair-
ful Elijah was assured, xix. 18. HMe laid
hm dewn upon his bed, ete. In the
“gulks;”like a spoited-child.- e

lm, ete. A fit time and occasion for

her to gain influence over him, helping |

kjm to ends in order the more surely to
bmd him to her nefarious purposes.

Verses 5, 6.—Jezelwl, his wife, came to ' the issue of this wicked

She neither does nor could write to
stone him if found guilty.

Verse 11.—Did as Jezebel, ete. Of
course, she knew they would—her mere
tools. Power always breeds sycophants,
but worst and most of all, wicked power,

Verses 12, 13.—Hepeating as history
what vss. 9, 10 had swated as command.
The repetition in the same words im.
presses upon the reader the fact of the
magistrates subserviency. THey stoned
both Naboth and his sons *“(compare
Joshua vii. 24, 25), in order that there
might be no heir to claim the property

which, in cases' of death for treason, |

seems to have reversed to the crown.
2 Sam. xvi. 4; xix. 29, It was done
outside the city, according to custom.
Acts vil. 58, So Christ suffered without
the gate. Heb, xiii, 12,

Verse 14.— T'hen they sent to Jezebel,
ete. Thus she was known to be the

author of the plan and deed though |
i seal. Un

done-under éover of
ir see vss.
15-29, xxii. 34-40; 2 Kings ix.

—Baptist Teacker,

— s

Suxpay, March Llth, 1877. — Klijah

 Transddted —2 Kings ii. 1-12.
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| Verse T.—Dost thou now govern the |

' word “thou’ is made very emphatic—

into him her
- devilish spirit through the channel of

Verse 9.—Proclaim a Jast. This is ;
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THE STORY.

Israel, Ahab had another palace at

Jezreel. Near this was a vineyard,
owned by a man named Naboth, which

he would sell it to him he would either
give him another vineyard for it or the
pride in money. But NabotN said his
father had given it to him, and he could
not sell it. Ahab wont home to his
other palace so unhappy that he lay
down upon his bed and turned his face,
and would eat no bread. But Jezebel
his wife asked what made him so sad,
and why he did not eat. - Ahab told her
how he had asked Naboth to.give him
his vineyard, and Naboth had said, “I
will not.’’ Jezebel said, “ Are you not a
King? Arise, eat, drink, and be merry
again ; for.J will give thee the vineyard.”
So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name,
sealed them with his seal-ring, and sent
them to some wicked judges who lived in
the same city with Naboth. She told
them to get two men so wicked that
even she called them sons of Satan, to
stand up in a public meeting and charge
Nabdth with cursing God and the king,
and then to carry him out of the city
and throw stones at him till he died. All
this was done, and the word was sent to
Jezebel. Then she told Ahab, *Go, and
take the vineyard which Naboth refused
to give for money, for he is dead.”

Houths @siianimni;

Little Things.
If little falling drops of rain
The lakes.and rivers fill ;

If little grains of earth and sand
Make mountain, plain, and hill ;

If little moments as they pass
Make hours and days and years,

Then little sins of every kin%
Should fill our hearts with fears.

For little sins, if once allowed,

To gmur sins will grow,
And if not stopped by grace divine,
Will lead to endless woe. ;

Great God then fill each of our hearts
With love and fear of Thee ;
And to us all thy Spirit give,
That we may holy be.

—_— « oo ——

‘Whisper Song.

My heart thou canst fill,
Oh, Saviour divine ;
To thee I will look,
For 1 would be thine.

No lack is with thee,
But I'am so weak;

Oh, help me believe,
Thine aid I would seek.

p—— R——

If you read just right, the words be-
low, and then live always as they say,

you are sure to be happy. Try it, and
see. »
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- The two Hats.

Two hats were once dropped into the
water, and a dog was sent for them. He
tried to carry them both but could not
succeed until he put one inside the
other, and then he brought them toland.
Do you not think he was a smart dog?
~—QOur Little Ones.
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The New Study.

It was near vacation, and the weather
was warm, and the girls were languid
and excited by turns. The languor af.
fected their lessons, the excitement was
only ‘for the coming holidays ; and be-
tween the two, Miss Cromwell, their
teacher, found it rather hard work to
keep her class up to concert pitch,

One afternoon, when they were a lit-
tle more restlesss and _ inattentive than
usual, a bright idea oeecurred to her,

them,” she announced suddenly. “ The
exercise in arithmetic is over.”

The girls stared at her.

“ Why, Miss Cromwell, we've only just
began ! eried Lilly Henderson.

“Never mind. I'll excuse you this
afternoon ; " and Miss Cromwell walked
' up to the blackboard. ‘I am going to
draw & map here, and I would like you
to.watch me, and tell me what country
it belongs to.” '

The class brightened up. Arithmetic

P

new. All the eu heads, and the
heads that weren's curly, too, turned

“ The monitor of the slates may collect |

was an old story, but this was something

MESSENGER,. o

' Lilly Henderson.
|

what country that belongs to.

“It's all made of little stars,” said
Fanny Lester. “ Oh, Miss Cromwell, I
can guess what it is !

“ Can anybody else ? " asked Miss

Cromwell. “Every girl who thinks she
knows, inay come up to the blackboard.”

There were half a dozen heads raised,
and as many bright faces came forward.
“ Now you may speak all together,” said
their teacher. And there was a little
hubbub of voices directly,

“It’s a constellation!”

“It's the Great Bear !”

“It’s a map of the stars!'”

‘ Its the Big Dipper!”

- Miss Cromwell laughed. “ You are
all right,”” she said. ‘ Now see if you
can tell me what this is.”

With a few rapid moves of her crayon:
pencil, another group of stars appeared
on the board ; and three voices called
out, “Orion!” There were not so
many to recognize “ the serpent Draco,”’
and Tuarus thé Bull, and Leo the Lion ;
but they were all profoundly interested
in the odd-looking figures, and in Miss
Cromwell’s brief account of their names
and the places they held in the sky.

None of the class had ever studied as-
tronomy, and if it had been proposed to
them .as a regular thing, they would
have shrugged their shoulders, and con-
sidered it much too hard. But Miss
Cromwell’s way of talking about the
stars created an enthusissmgy and that
night,when the twinkling pointe of light
began to glimmer in the darkened sky,
there were groups of young star-gavers
at various open windows in the village.
They picked out- the constellations she
had drawn for them ; and fathers, and
older brothers and sisters weré called
upon to give information about Venus

star, and the Dog star, until everybody
felt remarkably learned. @
The next day there was a petition for
astronomy again, instead of arithmetic ;
and the afternoons, from that. time to
_vacation were much less tirésome to
both teacher and pupil. Miss Cromwell
took the gpportunity, in describing the.
wonderful works of God, to remind her
girls of the love and obedience they |
owed him in return. She showed them
how suns and stars obeyed his law, and
did their appointed work in its season ;
and she made every girl feel that she
too had been created for a purpose; and
had no right to waste the life which God
had given her for his service. The good
seed sown in those summer afternoons
may some day bear good fruit; and at
all events will enlarge the ideas of the
class, who have one and all decided to

study astronomy next term.— Young
Reaper.

—— e
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A Slight Misapprehension.

Term was over ; the coach was full of
young Oxonians returning to their re-
spective colleges ; the morning was cold,
wet and miserable, when a well appoint-
ed “drag’ drove up to the ‘ White
Horse Cellar,” Piccadilly. “ Have you
room for one inside ?” asked as pretty a
girl as you would wish to see on a sum-
mer's day. “What a beauty!” ex-
claimed one. “Quite lovely ! ” said an-
other. “ Perfect!” lisped a third.
Y Quite full, Miss, inside and out,” re-
plied the coachman. “ Surely, you can
- make room for one,” persevered the fair
applicant. “ Quite impossible, without
' the young gentlemen’s consent.” “Lots
of room,"” cried the.insides ; “ we are not
very large ; we can manage to take one
more.” ‘“If the gentlemen consent,”
| replied the driver, I can have no ob-
Jection.” “We agree,” said the inside
quartette. “All right,” respondedghe
coachman.

The fare was paid, and the guard pro-
ceeded to open the doge, and let down
the steps. “ Now, Miss, if you please ;
'we are behind our time,” ¢ Compe
| along, grandfather,” said the ‘damsel,
' addressing a wost respectabie-looking,

paid, get in, and be sure you thank the
suiting the action to the word, and, with

A smile, assisting her respected grand-
father into the coach. “Here's some

|~ “It looks like a tin_ dipper,” said

Ahab wanted. He told-Naboth that if | Kitty Carey. “I'm sure I can’t guess | rattled away, best pace, drowning the

' voices of the astonished Oxonians.

and Jupiter and Mars, and the Polar |

in  form and tone,

T portly, elderly man; “the meneyis |

| young gentlemen ;" a$ the same time
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towards the blackbourd, and a score of |

mistake ; you'll squeeze us to death,”
- bright eyes watched Miss Cromwell’s
u

 fingers as they made little dots here
Although Samaria was the capital of | and there with the white crayon.

cried the astonished party. “Sorry to

incommode you,"” replied the intruder;
I hope you won’t object to have both
““ What a funny-looking map ! ” said ' windows up, I’'m sadly troubled with a

- cough. At this moment, “ All right, sit

fast was heard, and, and the “ Defiance”

—— O

Beautiful Hands.

As a young friend was standing with
us noticing the pedestrians on the side-
walk, a very stylish young lady passed
us. ‘What beautiful hands Miss——
has !’ exclaimed our friend.

“ What makes, them beautiful 2

“Why, theysare small, white, soft,
and exquisitely shaped.”

“ Is that all that constitutes the beauty
of the hand ?-Is not something more to
be included in your catalogue of beauty,
which you have not enumerated, to
make the hand desirable ?

“ What more would you have ?

‘“ Are they charitable hands? Have

they ever fed the poor ? Have ' they

ever carried the necessaries of life to
the widow and the orphan ?° Has their
soft touch ever smoothed the irritation.
of sickness and the agonies of pain? Do
the poor bless those rosy tipped fingers?
Are their wants ever supplied by them?

‘““Are they useful hands? Have
they been taught that the world is
no playground, or a theatre of display,
or a mere lounging place ? Do those

delicate hands ever labor? Are they
ever employed about the domestie
duties of life—the lomely, ordinary
employments of the household ? Op
does the owner leave all that to her
mother, while she nourishes her delicate
hands in idleness ?” ‘

“ Are they modest hands? Wil they
perform their duties without vanity ?
Or do they pander to the pride of their
delicacy and beauty ? Does she think
more of their display than ixxiprovement
of her mind and character, and the sal-
vation of her immortal soul 2 .

‘“ Are they humble hands ? Wil their

owner extend one to grasp the hand of
that old schoolfellow, who sat at the same

desk with her, and on the same recita-
tion bench but who now must earn her
living by her labor? Op will they re-
main concealed in their exclusiveness,
in her aristocratic muff, as she sweeps
by her former companions !

“Are they holy hands? Are they
ever clasped in prayer or elevated in
praise! Does she remember ‘the God
who has made her to differ from so
many other girls, and devote her mind,
her heart,her hands to his'service ? Does
spe try to imjtate her Saviour by go-
ing aboutdoing good? Orare her hands

too delicate, too beautiful, to be em. .

ployed in good works ? Theseé are the
qualities that make a hand beautiful ?

L

“Bhe Great Bells of the World.

The great bell of Moscow, called the
Tsar Kolokol, or King of Bells, is the
largest in the world. It is 19 feet 3 in.

ches high, and measures around its mar-

gin 60 feet 9 inches. It is estimated to
weigh 443,772 pounds, and the metal in

it is valued at more than $300,000. The
bells of China rank next ?n size to those
of Russia, but are much inferior to them
In Pekin, it i
stated by Father Le Compte, dloro &:’;
seven bells, each weigﬁing 120,000
pounds. One in the suburbs of the city
18, according to the testimony of many
travellers, the largest suspended bell in
the world. It is hung near the ground,
in & large pavilion, and torin it, a huge
heam is swung against its si A bell
taken from the Dragon pagoda at Ran-
goon, was valued at 30,000,  Among the
bells recently cast for the new Houses
of Parliament, the largest weighs 10 tons,
The next largest bell in England was
cast in 1845, for York Minster, weighs
27,000 pounds, and is«7 feet 7 ‘inches in
dxa.metor. The Great Tom of Oxford
weighs 17,000 pounds, and the Great
Tom of Lincoln 12,000 péunds, ' The bell
of Bt. Paul’s, in London, is 9 feet in di-
ameter, and weighs 11,500 pounds. One
placed in the Cathedral of Parig, in 1680
weighe 38,000 pounds. One in Vienna,
cast in 1711, weighs 40,000, and in Ol-
multz is another weighing about the
same. The famous bLell called Susanne
of Erfurt is sonsidered to be the finest
bell metal, containing the largest pre-
portion of silver; its weight is abowt
20,000; it was cast in 1497, At Mon-

 treal, Canada, is » larggx;tggll than any
400 pownds %~

in Engtand, weighing
was 1mported in 843, for the Nowe
Dame Cathedral, fn tt;e opposite tower

&f‘ :ba Cathedral is & chime of ten

pounds, and their egate woight i
9,800 pounds.— Botestle 0 T 2

heaviest of which weighs 604,

FE
THE ]
CC

We
notice
recentl
Schlien
treasur
heroes
tence |
many.
gite of
_...pm'ts
the st
Qur sp
full de
est oul
remem
some O
a thou

Schlier

“1 1
tomb-8
ing wa
long a
tomb,
the - 1«
below
25 feet
I reacl
which
from ¢
of thr
ated f
of sms
burne:
place
of the
of gols
midst
at bot
found
with
of lat
were
CTO88¢
of the
diade
show

ress:

und

weshe eI reN 2EEESE




