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Qﬁc’ing i 3

: Whnth

" Not the gn.ndeur, the number, the ob-

"Tis this gives the cottage a charm and |

No 'l'imo to Pray.

No time to p w(
Oh, who so fraught th earthly care
As not to-give tolmmbhﬂl!‘l!"’r
Somopurtofdsy’

/N topray!. ¥ ) '“i
s0 clean, so pure within,  /
Thatnoodoth not; some check from gin—

.Needs not to pray?

. l“ 4 e

No tune to pray !. .
"Mid each day’s du.g:, what retreat
More n than mqmy-mt e )
Whonoodnotpray |

H

’ -

" No time wpnyl
Must care or business’ u
%pm;m as to take it

anhwmdw?

N m
Then luto lem falioth shm t
fail you s resort

nt call ..

Excuse
“On that last day,

‘What thonght more drear
Than that our God His face should hide
And say, through all life's swelling tide,
No time to hear | &

"“I ‘knew a man in Christ a.bove 14
Cease not
On Jesus a8 ;&::I :yy, ; "ago. . . . such’an one ca.ught up .
‘Would you hive py die?. il}lo the third heaVen And 1 knew
Take time to pray. ” nph a man . ... how that he 'was
A | 'mbt up into Pmdxse, and heard un-
Home. ? Mble words, &c.” Here he evi-|

BY THE REV, JOHN YOUVG

“ Our home is not where we are, but
where we wish to be.”

"Tis Hane \vhere the hea.rt uLwhorey

g b

A

In city, in desert, on mountam, in dell;

Jjects we see,
But that which we love is the magical

spell.

‘a grace,
Which the giare of a palace but rarely
has known ;

It is this, only thm, and mnot- station or |

Pplace,
Which Eves being to pleasure, which
es it our own.

Inke the dove on the waters, a rest-
place to find,
In vain for en,)oyment o'er nations we
roam ;
Home only can yield real joy to the
mind,
And THERE where the HEART is, there
only is HOME.

Religions,

For the Christian Messenger.

Death—What then ?

Death is the end of our probationary
state ; the suspension of the union that
exists between soul and body till the
Resurrection. It is generally looked
upon with feelings of gloom and horror,
arising probably from the mysteries
which surround it; or the dread of the
pain which is supposed to attend it, or
more probable still, the consciousness of
sin which gives the sting to death.
“The sting of death is sin.’” A proper
view of what follows immediately upon
death may help to remove these dark
forebodings, and the Word of God is
not without good cheer on this question
for all who are serving the Lord.

The moment the “silver cord is
loosed ” the soul—the MmaN—goes to
happiness or misery according to the
character of the life lived in the body.

There are some, however, who hold
that the soul falls into a state of sleep
Or uneonscigusness, which has no war-
rant from SGripture.

Ist. The wicked pass into a state of
conscious misery. The rich man (Luke
16) is represented as lifting up his eyes,
being in torments, and #eeing Abraham
afar off and Lamrus in his bosom. And
he cried and said, Father Abraham have
Juerey on me, &c. We find Abraham

answering him, to whom he again
replies.

Dives felt the tormenting bqn

- pintelligently with each other, whxch is |

' -Tﬂng, m::ynfﬁ the i

il B‘“h
| T Pl g

Experience has taught us,

ﬁthe five senses were in full o

saw Abraham ; he heard . hinqth
He perceived that Abraham was inzt
ate of happiness ;- he felt sympa

fledh ; he' wad‘oonsoious’ they were in &
podtum of danger, and where they had
opportunity to escape his doom.

a conversation oarpied on between two
men, both asleep, and both conversing

oppesed; 1 think, to all ,
M&iuﬂdm Plain mnidtobe

W 108 of eternal
, they ‘are not
well knovm, 4

int“"tf

 righteous pass into a state of
ooqmous happiness. -
..« Paul writing to the Connt.hmnt (2
Cor, xii. 2-4) says:

dently teaches that the soul separated
from ,the body, - both. perceives and
shinks-beyond the natural apprehgnsion
of mortals ;  and when b lpeuktddlo

unspeakable things not lawful (that ia,
not possible) for a man to utter, he
plainly shews that this state is so far
from being one of slumber, silence and
oblivion, that, on the contrary, it is a
place of exquisite delight and enjoy-,
ment ; where mysteries may be heard
and lesrnt far surpassing the reach of
frail mortals, and which it is.impossible
to reconcile with the theory of sleep.
“The conviction of - conscious enjoy-
ment, and that immediately after death,
animated Paul when he said to the
Corinthians, “We are confident and
willing rather to be absent from the
body and present with the . (2
Cor. v. 6) and to the_Philippians, “ For
to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain . . . . having a desire to depart
and to be with Christ which is far
better "’ (ch. i. 21-23). If on leaving the
body he should fall into unconscious-
ness, it is difficult to see how it would
be better, far better, to depart from the
body than to remain in it. It would
surely be ‘far better’ to remain and

comforts of the Spirit, than depart
where he could enjoy . neither.
desire to depart was to be with Christ,
and enjoy His presence .in a manner he
could not here.

The body and the soul, although so
intimately connected are distinet and
separable, which those who contend for
the sleep theory seem to forget; and
this fact Paul sets forth very clearly,
particularly in the verses just referred
to, Phil. i, 21-23, 2 Cor. v. 6. Peter, in
his first epistle, chapter i. vs. 13, 14, is
equally clear, “I think it meet as long
as I am in this tabernacle . . . . know-
ing that shortly I must put off this my
tabernacle, &ec.,”” and in verse 16, he
speaks of his ‘decease,’ literally, exodus,
or going oul, from the tabernacle or
tent of his body

Dr. Guthrie referrmg to his old age
said :—* They say I am growing old be-
cause my hair is silvered, and there are
crow’s feet upon my forehead, and my
step is not so firm and elastic as of
yore: but they are mistaken —that is
not me. The brow is wrinkled, but the
brow is not me, This is the house in
which I live, but I am young,—younger-
than ever I was before.”

It may be further shewn that the soul

el

sind’ interest in, his: brothers still in' the: x. a
If, | happiness and
therefore; after death the soul falls |
|.asléep assome say; then we have here

ab least, | grave, i

enjoy the presence of Christ and the 4

‘His |

‘that during sleép, the senses as wpll as | of consciousness fre ﬂu Saviour’s an-
t}» mental powers are su:ponded yot ‘i‘;&f“fg‘ ﬂ:;.;hief' | % geLn;: x tiii.

{ 0- ; with me in

4we find in the case before us that. QF‘O b oo™ | THOH e o

ids (lied Wo ,’bh that their
soul might be in Para ue, or, might
' thered & @ arden of Eden;
| puld_ns nﬂy speak .to
that he and all
ierstand. If Christ
should enter
or" stéte-of extraordinary
g, to what pur-
.was i¢ told hidéthat he should on
that day, the very ‘he should die,
be with him in Paradi " he were to
fall, asleep. till the: ion? It
{ would be no Paradise tookfim if he had
| mo.sense to taste and enjoy its pleasures.
If, a4 nt:n hold, #hé; body and soul
mnhs&m grave till the

then the grave must be
the.. PMM of, and he
M must- be asleep in the
as he told. t.he thief he
ishould. be 1with- himsl: It i8 held, how-
| @ver, that there,should be a stop after
 t.torday’ ; thus—Werily (/T say unto
| thee to-day, theu shalt be with me in

iifo 'a- ‘place

Paradise.” - To. n this is enough
to shew the folly How could he
but:speak on t he did speak ?'

The bcnourul‘«'lhth meant, and

meant what he saidyiwhich was, that on’
that very day that.thief should be-with

bim in Paradise,ubrist died first, and
the thief followed.liin to that phoe of
| bliss shortly. a {3 %0

Let every

from the m M"ﬂnt when
t?qut%bm sweet
5 | risti ' &”

“ With those we love 'tis hudtopart
The flesh will feel, the soul must smart,
And grief wrings from the atricken heart,
A mournful cry ;
~And yet our loved ones but depart,
| They do not die.

They live, the' beautiful, the doad,

Like stars of fire above our head,

Fhey truly live who have béen led
To God’s right hand ;

Havc:i f::;d above earth’s doubt and
. ,

The betterland.”

+ Death is the gate of Life. The first
step oat of grace is the first step into
glory. What we call Deatl is but
transition, going out of this pent up
house into the clear, free air of Heaven.
We are now without the vail, death
snaps the cord, and we are within;
and as there i3 no time begween one
moment and the next, so no time elapses
between the time we leave the body
and our entrance upon the spiritual
state. ‘ Absent from the bedy, present
with the Lord.”

' Multon. J. Brown.
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A Sermon on Sermons.

Theme : Sermons are like guns—

1. In respect to size, and qualities,
and condition.—Some are large, others
are small; some are long, others are
short ; some are new, others are old ;
some are bright, others rusty; some
are made to be looked at, others to be
used ; some are loaded, otbera empty ;
some are owned, others borrowed.

power.—Some are air-guns, some pop-
guns. some of every size, from the
pocket pistol to’ the Paixhan gun.
Some are charged only with powder,
and make a great noise and smoke.
Some send only small shot that irritate
rather than kill. Some ecarry heavy
metal, that does execution. Some dis-
charge chain-shot, mowing downWhole
platoons. Some are wide-mouthed
mortars, throwing only bomb-shells.
Some are duelling pistols, used only at
controversy :—vile things !

III.
execution.—Some go off balf cocked.
Some flash in the pan. Some make a
terrible fizz, the charge all escaping at
the priming hole, ‘Some shoot  too
high, some too low, some sideways, a
few directly at the point. Some are
aiming at nothing, and hit it. Some
seatter prodigiousy, some kick their
owners over. Some are unerring;

passes out of the body and into a state

others always hit the wrong object.

1" In respect to kind, calibre and

In respect to their discharge and

Some have too much wndding, and
vice versa.

IV. In respect to their being dan-
gerous,. u or hurtful.—Some are
alarm guns; others are complimentary

guns, used obly for salutes on special
occasions. Some are in a series, con- |
stituting a Battery ; others are swivels,
made to turn in any direciion. Some
are useful, some useless, some danger-
ous, SOme amuse, somé frighten,
some exasperate, some explode, some
gain the victory.

APPLICA'ron.—-Very much depends
upon the manner in which they are
made and managed.— Christian Watch-
man. j

>~

LetthoBookspeak

p

'The Rev. Dr. Culroas in the Scotlzsh
Baptist Magazine says : “ The opening
up of Scﬂpmre has not hitherto been
all that it might have been. There
‘has been plenty of ‘lecturing,’ ‘expound-
ing,’” ¢ commenting,’ and so forth ; but
‘not quité so much of letting the Book
itself speak. Undoubted exhibition of
Ftruth :there has ‘been, but too eften of
truth: cramped by logical swaddling- | 1
bands, if not actually im ‘dead clothes ;

too obscured in tbe presenting, like a
giant seen through a fog. Sametimes
the creed, aceepted beforehand and.
hereditarily, hasigiven unconscious bias
to the interpreter; and the Bible has
become the ﬁddle ‘on which he has
played the tunes of his own church,

or of his own ~“What the church-
es need, and what many souls are long-

mgforwno&doquant preaching, or

* proofs” of our doctrinal views, or for
stones to fling at our theological adver-
saries, but the speaking out of God’s
Word, as apprehended in the deepest
expenence of our heart and conscience;
the speaking of it freely and fearlessly,
‘i language that all ‘mén can under-
stpnd’ which 'is to' be done by those
ofly who, being something more than
Enmmcnans. or thoologhns. are spirit-
ally en rapport with the Book, and
have unfaltering confidence in the
teaching of God himself. The gain of
all tbls world would be immense. 1t
would be the counteracting of these
tendencies, perpetually assertmg them-
selves, which would turn God’s bless-
ed Word into a kind of clever child-
ren’s puzzle, as if God had given the
Bible for a small sharp ingenuity. It
wotuld put a stop to the trade of blow-
ing religious soap-bubbles in the pulpit,
which the pew is expected to admire;
and of that *spiritualizing,’ such as
finds the doctrine of the Trinity in the
baker's dream of three baskets, and
which is one of the most mischievious
accomplishments a man can have. It
would be the answer by anticipation to
all the heresies. It would do very
much to secure and consolidate the
results of ¢ revival,’ for any revival will

be shallow and evanescent, and associ-
ated with things to deploxe, and fol-
lowed by double lassitude, if we do not
bring out for use the ‘mighty meaning
of the Book, and that in the shape and
connection whlch God has given them.
And I am sure it would contribute
greatly to the clearing away of doubts
and pe:plexmes, and the deepening of
Christian joy.’

ey

Prayer-Meetings‘fn Gaol.

BY LAVINIA GOODELL.

When it was first proposed, by a
few enthusiastic workers for the Young
Men’s Christian Association, that we
hold weekly prayer-meetings at the
gaol, the suggestion was%received by
many with that cool scepticism so much
more trying to the e¢arnest worker
than any amount of vigorous and
hearty opposition. Had the project
been to send a delegation down to the,
infernal regions to convert his Satanic
majesty and all his hosts, it could
scarcely have been looked upon as
more utterly futile and impracticable.
There were just three women and two
men who believed in it, and were
ready to lead off. The sheriff gave his

e kb -or Bl o

consent to the expemnont with: the
comforting assurance that we should
only be casting péarls before swine,
and giving that which is holy to dogs
And s0, at first, it seemed.

When Will ' Elliott, and George
Colman, and Julia and Nellie Stevens
went there the first time, full of fresh,
generous ‘enthusiusm of youth, it séemed
to them- almost that they were geing
into a den of wild beasts. ' Before
they reached the door, shouts: and
screams, bits of roisterly singiog and
coarse jests were: wafted ta them on
the air. . The room, as they entered it,
was redolent of tobacco, and the; floor
covered with expectorations of . that
seductive weed. ' Soiled -cards: were
lying around, and the prisoneps-had an
anwholesome and.- dishevelled ‘appear-
ance. ' They became quiet snd orderly
at the’ command of the sheriff; and
our brave little band, nothing daunted,
went up to each man and sbook hmds
with him, with a smile and pleasant
word. When it was annpunced thata
meeting would be- held, 'seats Sistere
arranged in a cirele around'the stgve,
and the prisoners took their
quietly' and respeetfully. ¢ Hold: the
Fort,” #'The Ninety and Nine,”. and
other sweet hymns of the Sankey: eol-
lection .were sung; then each of the
young band spoke a few words ‘of the
love of Christ, and the joy of following
in His- footsteps, and knelt on the
dirty stone . floor in prayer. :i/The
prisoners were, all young men—there
were about half a dozen of them—and,
though some of them laughed slyly,
and winked at each other, the ce
and genial cordiality - of these young
men and women who had eome to see
med to interest and sober
Anothér large room, containing
t the same number of prisoners,
joined this; though there was ne com-
munication between them except by a
small opening in the wall through_
which they could converse, and small
articles could bé passed. The prisoners
on the other side, discovering that a
| meeting was bemg held, proceeded to
shout and scream, singing wild snatches
of coarse songs, and making all the

{ distiirbance possible, till reduced to

submission by the sheriff. At the
close of the meeting our little band
again shook hands, spoke a few kind
words to each of the prisoners, and
left a quantity of papers and magazines
for them to read

The next week they visited the
other side with an experience quite
similar to the first. Week after week,
with little apparent effect, the mcet.ings
were continued, and large numbers
joined our pioneer band. After a time
it was observed that the prisoners
looked neater than at first; that the
floor had been newly scrubbed before
our arrival, and neither dirty cards nor
tobacco juice were to be seen. The
prisoners on the opposite side ceased to
disturb the meetings, and finally came
to the opening in the wall to listen
quietly, and even join in the hymns.
Tom Riley told me, when he came out,
“The boys love to have you come.
They look for it, and anticipate it every
week. They dido’t use to scrub the
floor once a month, and now they scrub
it every time just before you come,
and are careful not to spit on it after-
wards till you are gone. They like
the singing best of’ amlhm«r 3

We left Bibles and h\um books with
the prisoners, and found they were
read ; and our papers and magazines
were very eagerly devoured:: . We
began to lend them books ; one of the
prisoners agreeing to be responsible for
them ; and every week they have been
returned to us in good'condition, and
with scarcely the odour of tobacco
about them,

One day Nellie asked *any who
| wanted the prayers of Christian people
for them, to raise their hands;” and
nearly every hand went up ; and a few
'days ago she received a letter from one
who had recently come out and left
town. - This-is-the letter :

“ DEER MIS STEVENS,

“1i dont think it rite not to thank
you for all you have dun for us. i

have bin a verry bad man, but now i




