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 The Christian Messenger.

Bible Lessons for 1877.

FOURTH QUARTER REVIEW.

Theme.— Prominent points in Paul's
Life and

GoLpeN Texr.—“I count all things
but loss, for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus my #'—Phil.
i, 18.

Daiuy- ReapiNes.—Monday, Phil. i.
Tuesday, Phil.ii. Wednesday, Phil. jii.
Thursday, Phil. iv. Friday, Titus i.
Saturday, Titus ii. Sunday, Titus iii.

I. Paul's Conversion. (a.) -History
receding his conversion. Acts vii 58-60;
hil. iii. 5; Aets xXi. 39; xxii. 28;
xxm 6 ; xviii. 3; xxvi. 911 1 Tim.
Dt 46 ¢ = (b,.) Circumstances att.endm his
conversxon Actsgf 139 fxx“h 1218
c.) History immediately after his con-
"gezslon l‘Gyul i. 15-24; Aects ix."19-50.

II. Paul's Labors at Antioch. (a.)
The gospel among the Gentiles first takes
root here. Acts xi. 19-21. (b) Barna-
bas sent to the church here. xi. 22-24,
(c.) Paul brought here. xi. 25,26. (d.)
Errand to Jerusalem and return. xi.
27-29; xii. 24, 25.

III. The First Missionary Journey.
(a.) To Cyprus. Acts xiii. 1-12. (b.)
To Asia Minmor. xiii. 13-52; xiv. 1-21.
(c.) Return to Antioch. xiv. 21.28.

IV. Council at Jerusalem, (a. -
casion of it. Acts xv.15. (b.) neil
in session. 6-18. (c.) Decision of coun-
- eil. 1921, (d.) Brought to Antioch.
22-25.

V. The Second Hustonar%uloumcy
(a.) The gospel preached e, at
Philippi. Acts xvi. onica
and erea. xvii. 1-14. (c) Atbons. xvii.
15-34. (d:) Corinth. xwiii. 1-I7. “(e.)
Return to Antioch. xviii. 18-22.

VI. The Third Missionary Journey.
(a.) Chiefly passed at Ephesus. Acts xix.
(b.) To Europe, and back to Miletus.
xx. 1-38. (c.) Onward journey to Jeru-
salem. xxi. 1-16.

~ VII Fifth and Last Visit to Jeru-
- salem. (a.) Conciliation of Jews at-
tempted. xxi. 20-26. (b.). Paul seized
by the populace. 27-30. (c.) Rescued
by Claudius Lysias. 31-36.

VIII. Imprisoned at Cesarea. (a.)
Paul before Felix, xxiv. 1-26. (b.) Paul
before Festus. xxiv. 37; xxv.1-12. (ec.)

Paul before Agrippa. xxv. 13-27; xxwvi.

1X. Voyage to Rome. (a.) Shipwreck
at Melita. Acts xxvii. 1-44. (b.) Deten-
tion at Melita. xxviii.1-10. (e.) Arrival
at Rome. xxviii. 11-16. (d.) Labors in.
Rome. xviii. 17 31.

X. Paul's Commission Fulfilled. (a.)
To ‘the “Jews. Ach xiil
xviii. 4; xxviii 17
the.: Gentiles. xul "g.
xxvm 20-28, .
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Vs. 4. On returning to Antioch, what
trouble occurred? How was the diffi-
culty between the Jewish-and Gentile
Christians gettled? ~Who gave the final’
decision ?

Vs. 5. In what city was the gospel
first preached in Europe? What led
Paul to this city ? What afflictions did
Paul suffer at Philippi? Why was Paul

more successful in Corinth than in
Athens ?
Vs. 6. Where did Paul &ppnd the

most of his time on his third mission: Ay
journey ? Who was the divinity of the
Lphpsl ans ?

Vs. 7.

Paul visits
)

How many times before h ad
d Jerusalem since his conver
sion? By whom was he seized wh'.-t
there? Who rescued him? To whom
did Lysias send }nim ?
Vs. 8 Why Festus
fore Agrippa ?
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did he treat Paul ?

Vs. 9. St te » course of Paul on
his voyage irom Cwesarea to Rome ?
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trusted with a mission to which no one
of them was ‘equally
which his - nativity, culture, and ante-
cedent life had qualified him. In his
mind, and under his administration,
Christianity was first treated as an in-
dependent sovereign.  For this work
there was requisite a thorough know-
ledge of the Judaie religions and phil-
osophies which were to vanish with the

growth of Ohristianity, but each of

which, by the germs of truth, which it
ambodied, might ‘offer special ssivip

in the ‘
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among men, he was no more than level
with his work. We cannot but regard
him as the first man of his age; and we
can name no man of any age who seems
to us greater than he.”

His Training for his Work.—** At the
' Christian era there was not a spot on
earth so well fitted as Tarsus for his
nurture. Its discipline of valley, moun-
tain, river and sea, was well adapted to
make the perceptive powers keen and
vivid, to inspire gorgeous fancies, to
stretch to their utmost capaecity the ex-

{ tensor muscles of the inner man, to

form habits of rapid thought and ' sight-
like intuition. Tarsus also was the
metropolis of Eastern travel and com-,
merce. Nowhere else, &xeept in Rome,
‘Wwas_thiere so'free a commingling of péo-
ple from every quarter of the' civilized
world, or so favorable a position  for

diversity of languages, habits, customs,
and opinions. The chief element of the
place consisted of wealthy and culti-
vated Greeks and the Roman officials.
The original barbarian stoek remained,
and the enterprising Jews were largely
represented. Here, too, was one of the
most celebrated of all the seats of learn-
ing, of which Paul seems to have availed
himself, if we may judge from his style
and his classical allusions. On  his
Jewish side, also, his eduéation at Jeru-
oolows il el Gamaliel, was thorough |
and perfect. Gamaliel was the most
learned Jew of his age, and was reckoned
among the seven in the long series of
Rabbis who were honored with the title
of Rabban—equivalent to Most Excellent
Master.”

His Social Position.—*“This was evi-
dently above mediocrity. He inherited
from his father thé éitizenship of Rome.
A Jew, or a native of Tarsus, could have
obtained this only by purchase, or in
reward of distinguished services. His
style of address before high official per-
sonages is free equally ftom servility
and from rudeness, betraying alike the
tact of a highly accomplished man, a.nd
the dignity of a Christian.

Paul as an Orator.—“He cites those
who spe'lk of his bodily . presence as
mean, and his voice as contemptible.
We can conceive of Paul's person as
paltry | and unattractive, yet as vin(h'

adequate, and for |

tages to. the spiritual husbandman. Paul | A,

cated in countenance, mien, gad’ gesture
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trong reasoning and \1\11
emotion. H.a ws'w re!’ !o zical, and, at
the same f'l!n full of intense feeling.
He bas bsen

weight of ]|
loads his sent-!
He condenges in a'single per mtl
exeeptions, - qualifications, buiasuhary
thoughts, cognate ideas, which-an ordi-
nary writer .would open out into' a/ long'
paragraph.  His rhetoric is as perfect
as his logic ;
—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,

meaning with which he
ences;
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The Story of the Lesson.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

Paul's .Journeys.—From Jerusalem to
Ceesarea. 8ent by Claudius Lysias by
night to Felix, the Governor, to protect
him from the plot made by forty Jews,

From Cwsarea to Rome he visits.
Sidon.

Myra, ehanged ship.
Faw Havens

Clauda, to .prepare for
’/'/u »\‘,’I/'III.
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Rhe _i i,
Puteo
Appi. 'orum,
Three Taverns.
Royi,
Se2 2 Corinthians xi. 23-33

( Spoke. Wrote letters,
Work.{ Preached. Took care of

{ the churches.
( In prisons often, chains,
| Received thirty e stri
] times.
: | Beaten with rods three times.
" | Stoned once,
| Shipwrecked three times.
{1 A day and a night in the deep.
| Weariness and painfulness.
| Watchings and fastings.
| Cold and nakedness.
' Waters. Heathen.

Paul’s
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Paul's Sufferings.

B Robbers., False brethren.
Y3 Jews. In city and wil-

derness
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The I.uteat Device of Santa Claus.

It was the 18th of December, and
some of us had our minds full of knotty
Christmas problems; how to make a
little go a good ways, how to make pres-
ents acceptable and yet have them cost
little or nothing. It was hard work for
us. .

We sat down to breakfast, a little ab-

sent minded, 1 fear, but just as grace
finished there came a long bright ray of
sunshine streaming into the breakfast
room, and right across the table, bright-
ening up everything, 'so'''that we ex-
changed delighted glancés, and Hérman
cxclaimed, “ 'l‘hat’s a prophecy of hght
@héﬁd "
“ Let us hope so,” sauj his’ papa, “but
what’s this ?”” and we all looked. Right
there under his plate, as he turned it
over, was a huge red envelope almost
big enough for a napkin. “Oh, oh,
what is it ?” echoed two or three little
voices, while the other young people
looked their questions. .

% Past Thanksgiving and too soon for
Christmas,” continued papa, opening
the envelope, “but we'll find out what'’s
in it,”” and he glanced over the red
sheet he took out, * Well it’s not for me
after all, only that I'm to read it to you
I suppose. It purports to be a letter
from Santa Claus, 50 listen,” and he read
as follows :

Carist™as Pavracs, Dee. 17th, 1877.

To all lthe good boys and girls in Squirrel
en. :

‘Dear CHiLDREN: I am not coming
around to see you next Christmas, so
you need not hang up your stockings.
Like all the rest of you, I feel the hard
times and 50 I propose to-save traveling
expenses and let the tman and the
expressman do some of it for me. Yes,
it does cost me something for travelmg
expenses, if I do keep my own team.
The country is getting to be so large
and there are so many good boys nnd
girls to visit. But you'll not mind, so
long as 1 send something to every one
of you, and I think I'can manage it, for
I have a good many bright young folks
to help me, and I'll send you all letters
to:tell you where you can find your
gifts. If you all fall in with the notion
you'll have the pleasantest Christmas
you ever spent. Sowith megriest wishes,
L .am still your old friepd. . ..,

&mp\Cum

The bpys and girls a.tound the table

erplexed
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| This 1s largely «<due to the

express mam 8,
Tucy, brought us'dll ik to owt seriges
by Baying sxmply “Y do nbt geé hott we
are all going to get on without the
btogkmgs . % That's so,” 'éaxd Herman,
whq was thinking about some nuts he
had, stored wup for bammy Sammy
opened his mout.h to speak jand then
¢losed it 'again in silence, fearing he
should betray his long cherished secret.

“Iimagine,” said Aunt Rose, who had
been watching all this with much amuse-
ment, “ that Santa Claus is getting wise
in his old age. Heretofore he has just

stuffed your gifts into your stockings, as |

if you were all babies, and now it seems
he
them ; nothing very elaborate,
sume, if he is going to have boys and
girls to do it. Perhaps he wants some
of you to help him ; who knows ?’

The hint was sufficient.
that followed there were

In the days
a great many
consultations with Aunt Rose,
young folks sur-

private

| prised each other peering about in out

of the

way places, and yet trying to

' look very innocent.

Early Christmas morning there was a
bustling about and before mamma was
up, she heard a little knock at her door,
and Bertie, the pet of her household,
begged permission to come in.

“The 'spress man has come for you,

mamm, first thing, and here’s the let-

ter,” and he felt around in the dark to

put it into her hand.
& hug and a kiss and then he went to get
a light so that his mamma could read
the letter, though he took good care
not to stay to see her read it, and
it was not till some time after that he
remembered that he had not wished her
&/ Meray Chyistmas,”  , ,, |, okt
- .And she ned to get the light on thsit

5o, o!J SantasClags foels |
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ITIAN MESSENGXR.
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prooioul pink note, and opening it she
read thus :

Drar Mauma AND Para: There is for
you a ship load of love coming in full
sail over the water.

Santa Cravs,

“Over the water” she repeated,
“ Where's that?” She could not im-
agine, but‘when she arose and went to
the wash stand she found it on on the
top of the pitcher (yes, “over the
water,” she laughed,) a pretty paper
ship with-sails spread, and in the little
hull were two little slips of paper,
curiously folded to fill it up. She opened
them and found: printed out in capitals
in child’s hand— |

TLOVE YOU; MAMMA. !
I'LOVE YQU, PAPA. "

That was the load of love, aslmple
thing, but- ‘mote precious to hér than
gold and jewelry. “ Hard tities can't
take away love,” she murmura'i and the
tears came to her eyes, but t.hey were
such tears as soon disappear and leave
a happy face behind them,

You may well believe that was the

busiest house in Squirrel Glen that |

morning, full of mystery, fun and frolic.
If Santa Claus was not there, his spirit
was, and'it seemed to possess the very
house. Notes of ‘all shades and ocolors
were put under breakfast plates, and
pinned up on door posts, or stuck in
the looking glass, some with envelopes
and some without and some merely
little slips of paper, evidently penned
on the spur cf the moment, as if Santa
Claus had just thought of something
else and scrawled it down at onoce.
There was a mystery in the diff
colors of the notes; and each one f:xeew
his own, but he did not know to whom
the others belonged. Sister Mabel had
managed that.

But the greatest fun was to see how
each one after reading a note would go
off peering into all sorte of odd places,
and them look at his note again with a
puzzled air, and sometimes there were
whispered consultations, especially with
mamma and Aunt Rose, and though
the latter did not seem to help them
in the t, but she enjoyed it ever so
much. , :

At the breakfast  table, each of the
three boys had found a blue note under
his plate.  Bertie's told him that he
could' find $10, if ‘e ‘would 'go ot to
walk. Mmyflearnmd fmm his. jthat

there was~a pieceof silver for him in

thé'book case, ahd Herpian was'informed
Ihat by‘ lofk? {lp high plgcéﬁ He mdgfft
599‘“”‘% tep. D“‘c"m i ni boyuyas »1: odw

+ They alkdiads their thouglite stiontythe
matter Wind somae of thom wore apt)ken
| ‘St '1?1(‘?’ sotue vwré not "“H érmat’ ﬂ%u'éht
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| 1o very poor: people, and Lthen it wiks o

18 going to write you letters about |
[ pre- |

queerly dxstrlbuted‘ ht’t’le Bettie, only
five years old, to get . 210 and -himself,
almost ssxteen, to get only tén cents, |

Sammy found ‘his firety//though' he
looked into ‘all the drawefs and ‘took’
down all the books' and putthem back
again before he noticed that.there was a
pretty new book among them caHed
‘A Piece of Silver,! and that his own
name was in#t. When he found that it
was a temperance book, he was' ‘sure
fbat it came from Aunt Rose, for she
was one of the Christian Temperance
women and had a good deal to do with
hooks.

Immediately the other two boys sup-

posed that theirs were books also, and ] dribk.

Herman went around looking on high |

shelves .and on the tops of blOSLtS,Ih
though he

was careful not to disturb |
Lhmgs that be lmwul to othe 1'S, because |
do so. Then it oceurred to him that he
ought to search his own room first, but
on his way thither in the upper hall, on
the top of the step ladder leading up
directed
to him—well it was in a * high place,”

to the roof, he saw a package
the highest in the house. How e asy all
these, problems worked when solved.
He opened a handsome te 'mperance |
book by Miss Chellis, called * Ten |
Cents.”

And

- now for Bertie's $10. If that were a

Of course he got

book out of doors in the snow, it might

- get wet, so they all proposed to go and
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look for it together. And when they
took down their caps, out fell from

Bertie's gaily printed envelope contain-

ing $10, in “toy money,” cut out of |
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He had read some of her books |
before, so he expected a treat.

DECEMBER 26, 1871,

After enjoying the sport for a while,
Aunt Rose went to her room and on the
door was a note, in white, which read
thus : —

“If Aunt Rose will watch parti
when she goes to her room she may
hear the tapping of a htt.le llipp.r,

beating time to the music of a
heart. Santa Cra hsppy

When in ‘her room she hstenod but
heard nothing, she querxed the note
again. “That's my niece’' Mabel’s hang

writing, and though it’s in white, Whiéb\

means to tell no tales, yet it's hke k

dainty self and tha baw ‘heart may

either mine or hers

very happy, even thoughl poor, if only
the heart is right. We have lost money
‘but we have riot lost our bappyh&f'ta g
and “her tHoug ran off i m gl&d
r@ve&-ie At'last she startey u f.hmk

ing, *1 cannot spend all the mqr.lp*g

thus ; what tlme is it 2'. Oh | the);e it
was | her faithful time- -piece hung in a
dainty slipper of a watch case— %eof
course,” she said, “watch and' slipper
were catch words enough, if I' had 'not
been stupid.”

I haven't room to telll you half the
doings of that pleasant day, nor of ‘half
the presents imade 'almost zthoﬁt
money—of the sled and the bat
ball and.the mufflers and the miﬁem
which the boys-and girls had Me ﬁt
some boys and girls poorer than them
selves and the pleasant walk thay hqd
before dinner to bestow them, nor of the
““squirrel’s nest in the wood house”
turning out to be a bag of nuts whieh
Santa Claus bade him that found

“ Not in selfishness to eat,

But give them all to crown the falt."

This meant that they were: to ufo
them for the dessert at dinner, OTY
ing to & good old rule in the family, that
all dainties were to be kept until meal
time and shared with the rest of the
family, thus doing away both with greedi-

ness and with eating between meals.

Oh, yes, and there was papa’s pad of
beautiful paper, which he never found
until he went to bed, although he 'was
bid “to make a pillow. of it to keep his
thoughts in, so that they need not keep
him awake.”  And Sammy, who widte
it, had’ supposod he would go du'ect to
hxs pillow and look. In the afternoon
the Dowells all went to the Sunday
§¢hool Chn.;.maa celebr: ation, outwardly
to thank God, for his  great Christmas
gift ta ws allyeven his dear Son; through
xivhom plone all real appinessis possible.
jodpe th(wmng avthe O hr)stmasgm
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o Blothe lost phey vatasl a hearty 'ap
provul of this-lateat davice of Nanta
Claus and hoped he would be ":bodl as
wise and as thty next year.” 2R
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_'The Horse that could Putpp,

T have told you of a cat that could 1ift
the latch of a'door ; but I have not yet
told you of a horse that could pump.

What I tell you now is true, A
friend of mine had a horse, who, when
the trough was not full, would take hold
of the handle of the pump with his teeth,
and move_it up and down until there
was as mieh water as he would like to

Once, on a hot day in .June, when he

ad had his drink, the cows came up,

| and cried, “Moo,” “Moo,’

' which meant,

_ | “Oh! we wish we had some water!”
of course they would not expect him to |

Then the good horse went to work,and
pumpwl for Uu o up and dow n, up and
down ; and they all' had a good drink,

" and were glad,

see fthe horse so
kind, that I ran into the housé and got
a lump of sugar for him ; for he is very
fond of sugar. How gl ul he was to get
| it! He made a noise which seemed to
| say, “ How nice !"-— Monthly Reader.

L L

Better to hope, though clouds hang low ;
And to keep the eye still lifted ;
For the deep blue -sky will soon poep
through &.»

When the ominous ds are, hftod.
There never was a night without a day,
Nor an evening without a morning ;
And the darkest hour, the porverb ?"’

Is the hour before the dawning. -
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