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the*Baptist Denomination in-Scotland. 

True, the, improvement of our build- 
ings is a secondary thing, but. the fact 

by a hither- 

to unexampled Christian liberality and 

courage is no light matter ; neither is 

the fact that, in most instances, the 

improvement could never have taken 

place, if it had not been for the united 

action of the churches.” 

Whatever our present defects or 

fature necessities, we may surely ad- 

dress ourselves to the removal of the 

one, and the supply of the other, with 

some degree of confidence —confidence 

in our principtes, confidence in each 

other, and, above all, confidence in our 

Savionr's promise to grant wisdom and 

grace. It is by His good hand upon 

us that we are realising more and more, 

the essential unity of our churches, and 

are seeing every year some manifest 

increase of the * UNITED ACTION OF 

OUR CHURCHES.” 

The Christian Messenger. 

THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1877. 

: Christ is the great centre of all his- 

tory. From his coming into the world’ 

we reckon the passing of our years. 

Anno Domini, at once defines the 

starting point of the period from which 
we commence, and leads us back to the 

infancy of Jesus, when he “became 

flesh and dwelt among us.” Then 

in in calculating the dates previous 

to his advent, we also refer to his birth 

into the world at Bethlehem, and, as 

we have clearer data for going back 

from that event than we have from any 

starting point as the first year of the 
world’s creation, we say * Before 
Christ,” in preference to “ Anno Mun- 

di,” the year of world. 
Well, here we are with the New Year 

of our Lord, just opening upon us, and 

laying out to our vision or anticipation 

an unbounded prospect of future good. 

The point of time between the Old and 

the New is perhaps—except to the 
young—more imaginary than real—in- 

deed, it is no sooner come than gone— 

as it travels on from East to West all 

through the 24 hours of January the 1st. 
And yet to each individual the change 

from the last Day of the Old, to the 

first day of the New is a most signifi- 

cant step forward, and becomes the 

turning over of a new leaf, or the opéen- 

ing of a new volume of life’s history. 

What shall be written therin? is a 

question to be determined only by the 
acts of each day of the year before us. 

The changes from the Cld to the New 
Year may not be very apparent—each 

day and week seeming very much like 
its predecessor, but when comparing 

each day with the corresponding day of 

former years, we have some conscious- 
ness of the difference in our condition, 

and vivid remembrances of progress 

towards that in which there is to be no 

computation by years, but when the 

ages of eternity will roll on without 
any unit of measurement, as those we 
now have by the earth’s motion on its 

axis, or in its orbit around the sun. 

Reader, if you have not in the past 
years entered upon the course to secure 

the loghest honors ahd the greatest 
good, enter at once on that way, bear- 

ing in mind that it is only by patient 
continuance in well doing that we may 
obtain glory, honor, immortality and 

eternal life.’ 
We may now tender the usual greet- 

ing. “A Harpy New YEAR TO YOU.” 
This has already been given to the 

millions of Christendom and blessings 
have been sought on friends, and doubt- 

less ‘on many former foes, adapted to 
their new experience and feelings. Well 

would it be if the feuds of the past year 
could be banished from “he heart and 

from the memory, and the New Year 
witness the inauguration of “ Peace on 

earth ” amongst the nations, and good- 

will in all the families of both nations 

and men. Christ would then be the 
ruling power in every heart, as well 

as the centre of all history and king of 
the nations. 

— 

- —— — 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WEEK. 

Jax. 1. Union of Great Britain and 
RE. + sis ai baliaaknns tion 1801 

" Discavery of the first plane- 
toid, named Ceres, by Piazzi, 

“Death of Lavafer, the great 
Physiognoniist.................180] 

“ 3. Attempt to arrest the five 

{Sa 

t
e
 

. - members, by Charles I......1642 
& Death of Dr. Daniel Wilson, 

Bishop of Calcutta............ 1858 
“. 4 Death of Roger Archam, 

Queen Elizabeth's Tutor and 

4 5. Deathof John Howie author 

of “The Scots W ies”..1793 

« 6. Death of“Jones of Nayland” 1800 

«’ 7. Deathof Archbishop Fenelonl715 

A. Death of Allan Ramsay, Sot- 

ER POOL. i... ities siaib ions 1758 

This new feature of the Messenger, 

from one having abundant resources, 

we hope to continue through the year. 

A well selected brief weekly chronology 
will probably awaken interest in many 
minds to, learn more of the persons or 
events referred to and thus will give a 

stimulus to inquiry, and a degree of in- 

formation to some, whilst it will refresh 

the memories of others, and do good to 
all. 

1877. 

WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT? 

The Watchman replies, “It is 
cloudy, dark, pregnant with storms.” 
The proguostications are of a sad and 
gloomy character. It would not be so 
if all men were obedient to truth, and 

loyal to righteousness. But they are 
not. Party is more powerful than 
principle. The politician does not ask 
what is right? The question always 
is, What are the requirements of the 
party ? And he will support an incom- 
petent, useless, or unmprincipled man, 
and vote for a measure condemned by 
all the honest, if the interests of the 

party are to be thereby subserved. 
Principle, honour, right are not lis- 
tened to: they are of no account, unless 
they wear the livery of the clique.— 
And in some cases this is carried farther, 
even to the stirring up of strife, the 
employment of violence, the 
of persecution. In England there 
are landlords who expel tenants from 
their farms and labourers from their 

because they are dissent 
ers; In Popish countries legislators 
deny to Protestants the equal rights 
which they claim as citizens and sub- 
jects, and strain every nerve to make 
society submissive to the Church in all 
things. In Spain, the * man of sin” 
revels in infamous abominations, and 
glories in trampling on religious free- 
dom. In the Province of Quebec our 
fellow-subjects are beguiled and cheated 
without stint by Ultramontane policy, 
while the masses are chained down in 
hopeless ignorance, and at thé same 
time taught to think of themselves as 
the favoured of heaven, the very elect 
of God. That Province is under 
priestly control. Men vote as the 
priests direct, and unrighteous laws are 
enacted under the same influence. 

To all this must be added the pros- 
pect of war. Russia and Turkey ap- 
pear to be on the eve of a tremendous 
conflict, which may perhaps involve all 
the nations of Europe in its hokrors. 

are very unfavourable. Turkey, which 
has oppressed the Christian populations 
under her sway most systematically 
and cruelly, promises amendment, but 
refuses to give the guarantees which 
the other powers demand. The fact is, 
they cannot trust hiér. Her people are 
furious for battle, but determinately ob- 
stinate in the refusal of justice and 
freedom to Christians. They would 
exterminate them, man, woman and 
child—but emancipate them, and give 
them equal rights—never! © War with 
such . creatures. will be. no commen 
calamity... Jt will be a development of 
the murderous propensity on the largest 
possible scale. Blood will flow in hor- 
ribly copious streams. Agonies indes- 
cribable will be inflicted, and -desola- 
tion will spread the pall of ruin over 
countries now smiling in fertility and 
and abundance. The fear is that the 
present government will entangle 
Great Britain in the strife, and that 
British blood will be shed and British 
treasure expended to uphold the Turk- 
ish monstrosity. Should it ‘come to 
this, it is to be ear y hoped that 
Englishmen will rise up in their might 
and hurl from power the men who 
would bring such disgrace on the Brit- 
ish name. 

If justice cannot be effectually meted 
out to Turkey without war, be it so, but 
let Russia be the executioner and Brit- 
ain’s only care be to mitigate ferocity 
and tame the furies. 

Whatever views may be taken, and 
' on whatever side any of our readers 

) 

may choose to place themselves, this is 
‘certainly a crisis in human affairs in 

The last reports. from Constantinople] 

tremity of the case, and * pray without 
ceasing.” | 

Other thoughts are crowding in, but 
their utterance must be postponed till 
next week. 

+ -—co» a 

WEEK OF PRAYER, 1877. 

We have already given (Oct. 25) the: 
Circular of the Evangelical Alliance. 
inviting christians to again unite in 

continuoas prayer through the first week 

of the year, with the list of topics and 
subjects, suggested as suitable for ex- 
hortation and intercession on the .suc- 

cessive days. We need not therefore 
repeat its insertion, but would simply 

call the attention of our readers to 

the matter, and encourage them by a 

in past years, evidently in answer to 
prayer offered on those occasions, and 
of the continued mercy of the Most 

High, to again assemble together in 
hearty sympathy and earnest supplica- 

tion, calling upon God to pour us out 

a blessing. : 
We may just epitomize the subjects : 

Suxpay, January 7th.—SErRMONS :— 

Christian fellowship. I John i. 7. 
Moxpay, January 8th.— Thanksgiving 

and Confession,—in the review of the 
past year) 
Tuespa¥, January 9th.— Prayer :—For 

the Holy. Spirit. 
WEDNESDAY, January 10th.—Prayer 

Jor Families. 
THURSDAY, January 11th.— Prayer for 

nations :—for rulers, benevolent institu- 
tions; for a pure literature, the spread 
of sound education and the maintenance 
of peace. 

Fripay, January 12th.—Prayer for 
Christian Missions to the Jews and Gen- 

SATURDAY, January 13th.— Prayer :— 
For the observance of the Christian Sab- 
bath, temperance &c. : 
SuNpay, January l4th.—SERMONS :— 

One Lord,one faith, one baptism, (Ephes. 
iv. 5,6.) : 

The . following arrangements have 
been made for the city of Halifax :— 

Suxpay, Jan. 7.—Meeting at 4} 
o'clock, conducted by the Young Men's 
Christian - Association. 

Mor~xiNe MEETINGS will be held in 
Argyle Hall, beginning on MoxpaY, at 
9} o'clock, and closing on, Saturday. 
Evening meetings will be held as follows 
—Dbeginning at 73 oclock : 
MoxpaY, Jan. 8.—Brunswick Street 

(Methodist) Church. 
Tuespay, Jan. 9..—Fort Massey Church 

and North Baptist Church. 
Wepy§EspaY, Jan. 10.—Grafton Street 

i ar yr 8 and St. John’s 
( byte by oY 
THURSDAY, Jan. 11.—Granville Street 

Church, Popular Grove Church, and 
Kaye Street Church. 

Saturpa¥, Jan. 13.—8St. Matthew's 
Church, at 3} o'clock, p. m. 
Suxpay, Jan. 14.—Meeting conduct 

ed by the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation, at 4} o'clock, p. m. 

Corrections will be made at these 
Meetings for the funds of the Alliance. 

A —-—oa b ee 

“ REPUBLICANISM ON TRIAL.” 

We, with our settled form of consti- 
tutional government under “1 power 
and protection of Great Britain—but 
very imperfectly appreciate the difficul- 
ties 8 ) 
tion in the neighboring Repubic. 
Whilst the British constitution, or what 
is as near to it as circumstances will 
permit, is moulding new countries, and 
modifying or taking the place of the 
effete constitutions of some of the des- 
potic monarchies of "Europe, and prov- 
ing how well it is adapted to conserve 
peace, promote liberty, and secure 
stability, the American people them- 
selves are regarding their present con- 
dition of things to be “ Republicanism 
on Trial ;” notwithstanding that the 
republic has lived for a hundred 
years. An excellent article by Rev. 
Dr. Lincoln, appeared in the Watch- 
man a week or two since, undér the 
aboywe title, which is full of instruction, 

ple'is nowon trial in three i 
natidns.' In Mexico it appears to be a 
disastgous failure. The nation is im its 
chronic condition of civil war, with three 
clai for the Presidency. Lerdo, 
the Qonstitutional President, has been 

| defeated by Gen. Diaz, an ambitious 
soldier, and is in danger of death, as his 

' wlich divine interposition is egpeciaily 
‘needed. The people of God are called 
~on to “ery mightily * to him for help | Iglesias, the Chief Justice/(who revolted | that, in a fair election, Louisiana would | the Dean proceeded to 
and guidance. Never was there a time 
"when the exhortation of the Apostle 
. Paul wgs mere appropriate, that prayers 
' should be’ offered: “ for kings, and for 
| all that are in authority.” The meet 
ings for prayer at the beginning of the 
year, under the auspices of the Evan- 

. gelical Alliance, occur most oppor- 
Latin Seeretary.......... su 1568 | tunely. Let christians realise the ex- 

| 
! 

: 

: 

| 

| 

ablest. supporter, Gen. Escobedo, the 
first soldier in the Republic, has been 
already shot by the remorseless Diaz. 

against Lerdo, on. the of frauds in 
the elections which destroyed its legality, 
and transferred the office by law to the 
Chief Justille,) holds authority in a single 

ed rule, until d by a popular up- | ject votes that unbiassed judges would 
rising or a i revolt. The | have accepted. . : 

remembrance of the blessings received | 

IS for the meeting of the Elec- 

| called forth a reply from the Republican 

Fripsy,Jan. 12—St. Andrew’s Church, |... "y 4 

Free Baptist Church, and Charles Street | Lider one hundred and. eighty four. 

1 ernor of Oregon acted le 

urrounding the Presidential elee- 

andavell worth perusal... Here it is: —. 

The system of government by the per which ruled out several thousand Demo- | of the Cabinet, or a recall of the Prosi. 

but can do little against | right, but they cannot get rid of un- 
the army which will rally to the support 
of the mili - For a brief sure 

priests are the responsible authors of 
the present outbreak. They have fo- 
mentd discontent for many years against 
Juaréz and Lerdo, because these able | lieved. Unless the Senate and House 
statesmen ruled for the good of ‘the | unite on a plan for eounting the votes, 
nation rather than the interests of the | or for referring the decision to an im 
church, and ‘now the national party is |:tial Court, it is evident that dissatisfac- 
subverted, and the church party tri-| tion will gontinue even after a new 
umphs. Both Diaz and Iglesias are Ul- President is inaugurated. The Ameri- 
tramontanes in sympathy and aim. can peoplp will not submit to any imita- 

In France, also, Republican govern- | tion of the Mexican policy. There can 
‘ment is in peril, for the Assembly is ar- | be no rival Presidents in this country. 
rayed against the President and the | Both ya therefore, ought to agree 

It seems, therefore, a plain duty for 
both parties to agree upon some plan by 
which the public anxiety may be re- 

Senate, and refuses co-operation unless | upon a gettlement of the matter, which 
its demands receive attention. Here, ‘shall commend itself to candid minds; 
too, the root of the difficulty is a religi- | and both ought to have patriotism 
ous one. Marshal McMahon,the President | enough to sacrifice their own preferences 
has a wife whose sympathies are as Ul- | to the common good. 3 
tramontane as those of the late Em- 
press, and who influences her husband | / "’. ’ 
as Eugenie swayed Louis Napoleon. M. for a higher order of statemanship than 
Dufare, the ruling spirit of the Cabinet, | ysual. and men are looking for a man 
is also Ultramontane, though a nominal | fo come forward equal to the time. One 
Republican ; and the Senate, which [of the old confederates of Georgia has 
had a ‘decisive Republican majority | spoken out with a degree of appro- 
when on eres constituted ,has been | oi. ace which: st - hi PP 
so warped by the Catholic prejudices of . aid litici pidge 10, be a 
many of its members, that it no longer | 2" S¢€!"'g politician. He says : 
harmonizes with the Republican majori- | If the people of this country are not 
ty in the Assembly. e Cabinet and | capable of settling the disputed Presi. 
the Senate favor special grants for wor- ge question without violence, they 
ship and education, under the control of "are not fit to have a President, and 
the priesthood, and the Assembly op- | ought to be governed by a hereditary 
poses, and insists on the organization of | monarch. He said he had confidence in 
of a new Cabinet. Marshal MacMahon | the wisdom of the people, and felt sure 
resisted for a time, but has at length | that they would not sustain any move- 
compromised, and M. Dufaure retires | ment likely to jeopardize the public 
from office, giving place to M. Simon, as | tranquillity. If the representatives of the 
President of the Cabinet. It is evident 
that troubles are brewing in France, and 

The present juncture seems to call 

tle amicably the present difficulty; they 

mine the Republic. uents a chance to put wiser men in their 
-Our own nation is also passing through | places. He could see no contingency 

a crisis, perhaps the most perilous in its | growing out of the present situation that 
history one that will test to the utmost | Would justify either party in precipitat- 
fa patients and good sense of the ing an armed conflict. 

eo, and their reverence for law. The | = In relation to thi 
idental contest is not yet decided. RE saa i. a ond 

After long waiting for the action of | *" A" ATION OF THE UNITED STATES TO 
Boards of Canvassers in the doubtful LoTR RA. 

the New York Tribune says :—The in- 

toral College, the result is still in doubt, | tense disgust of certain Democrats in 
and the public anxiety is unabated. To | Louisiana at the failure of “reform,” and 
add to the perplexity, the Chairman of | the consequent destruction of their only 
the Democratic Committee has issued a | surviving hope for free institutions, has 
proclamation, declaring that Mr. Tilden | found expression in the followin peti- 
18 elected, and that the two Houses of | tion, which has received severeral signa- 
Congress must give effect to the will of | tures and is not unlikely to be present- 
the people. The document is ill-timed | ed to Congress :— 
and revolutionary, and has naturally | To the Honourable Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States 
of America at Washington assembled : 
The undersigned citizens of the Uni- 

Committee, denying the facts of the Ad: 
frees b SORIR. its EES 4 and assert 
ing that Mr. Hayes is elected by a clear |. ¢\ ¢oc eA oni Radiesse 6d : ; : N ng in 
ps. 14 : { hr aos eto — ws Fring the present and Soncpantis Feitheend 

b wm. porn Son: rp or ensuing from our form of government 
Ol beg go to petition your honor 

able bodies that Commissioners be ap- 
pointed with full authority to arrange 

ness of 
the peril which environs us, and com 
reo the attention of fair-minded men to 
ntl 5 doubts investing the whole} ~~. = co treaty of ‘reconciliation 

é ee with Great Britain, settlingall causes Mr. bes ot if Ry Boe Se legal estrangement which have unhapgily 4; i ET ee 
legal election. By the returns of the | P90 LOVnGian, 40 Me end that. th ple of a common origin enjoy 
College, Mr. Hayes receives one hun- he : “Tay Pens e natural fraternity to which they. gre 
dred and eigty five. votes, and Mr. entitled, and the Ta and religious 

liberty which our ancestors have won in 

the action of the Governor of Orego SC the progressive civilization. of 
in giving a certificate to Mr. Grotin, oe SHCA race for the past two 

For if the Goy- | “0 nC Years. 
¢ lly, in claim-| The Chicago Tribune says t i 
ing that votes for an oe Ge can- | serious pry 2 the proposal epragding 
didate are void, and that Mr. Cronin, the | annexation of the United States to 
minority candidate is elected, then the } Great Britain. It is astonishing the 
Governors of New Jersey and Missouri | slight changes in our form of Govern- 
acted illegally in deciding that votes | ment such an annexation would make 
for inelligible candidates are not void, | if it were seriously contemplated, The 
and in refusing certificates to the min- | principal change would be in the aboli- 
ority candidates. In either alternative | tion of the election of a President. 
Mr. Tilden still lacks one vote for a | Wherever the Government might be lo- 
legal election. If he receives two votes | cated, it would appoint the President, 
from Republican States, because Repub- | selecting some prominent citizen of this 
lican electors in Yana and ( Jregop county or some one in, (reat Britain, 

he loses two votes in |like the Duke of Argyle, or the Marquis 
i ; ‘because Democratle| of Ralisbiiry, or oné of the Queen's sons 

electors in Missouri and New Jersey | if we were monarchial enough to stand 
were ineligible. If he holds to.Oregon | it, and the appoi ORK - 4asus + an 
he must give up New Jersey and Mis- | Viceroy or Vice-Emperor, or simply 
souri. If he k New Jersey and | President, perhaps. The only other ap- 
Missouri he must surrender Oregon, and pointinents devolving upon the Govern- 
in either case the one vote needed for | ment would be those of Governors of the 
election is still wanting. No reformer | States. There would be no election of 
will dare assert that the Governor of'|judges and magistrates. Evesy ‘office 
Oregon has acted legally, and allowed | of a legislative description,from Congress 
the action of New Jersey andMissouri | to school boards, would be elective 
to pass unchallenged. If Mr. Tilden | Everything having legislative functions 
should accept an election, won by such | would be elected, and everythin g ha 

alegal fraud, he would doom himself to | administrative, executive, ‘or 
infamy, and to the scorn of the world. | funétions would be pointed.”" The 

~ Nor can the Republican Committee | President himself hai not hold office 
claim that the election of Mr. Hayes is | for any specified term, or even for 
free from honest doubt. He has a| behaviour. Whenever the 
majority of a single vote in the Elector- Representatives pn A Bo pall 
al College, on the face of. the returns; | sion with his policy, as manifested in 

but that majority rests on the decision | the action of his Cabinet, a vote of want 
of the Canvassing Board in Louisiana, | of confidence would result in a change 

Nor can this record be changed by 

a Democratic electqr. 

1 cratic votes, and declared the Hayes | (ent. 
‘electors chosen, in face of an apparent 
majority against them. The Board of \ : 
Canvassers were legally right in their | DEAN STANLEY a week or two since 

1 decision, for it was their official duty to | delivered a lecture before the students 
reject votes where fraud or intimidation | and friends of New College, St. Johns 
prevailed, and they would have been | Wood, London. His subject was “The 
false to duty, in case of neglect. The | carly Christians.” 

trian : .arly Christians.” After a few re- 

Repsbilcan Commie. may; Sherelwe, | LL, upon some of the characteristic 
| justify their action on le rounds, and | . - : 
| they — hold it for a de certainty | features of the fest Christian Society, 

point out the 

have given a Republican majority, and ' significance of the principal “ames by 
| Alabama and Mississippi as well. They | ‘which the early Christians were known. 
may, therefore, accept the election of | First, there was the name “ Brethren,” 
Mr. Hayes as a legal fact, and a moral | 4 appellation which, the Dean re. 

on marked, is not without significant but 
oad » : pos — NY ae py 4 ge kindly a had now almost ceased 

in a partisan spirit, and. re. | 0 be u “except in sermons.” 
ps, 2 | « Saints ” was another term in the 

early Christian nomenclature ; and this 

-— * -e a - - S— 
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people here in Washington could not seté”" 

“the priest will spare no efforts to under: -ought to go home and give their constit- 
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