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Doefon. 
Nigh at Hand. 

Through mists that hide me from my God, 
I see 

A shapeless form! Death comes, and 
kons me, 

1 scent the odours of the spirit land— 

And br commingled joy, and terror, preys 

The far off whispers of a white-robed 
band ! 

Nearer they come—yet nearer—yet 
more near ! 

Is it rehearsal of a “ Welcome” song? 
Do those bright spirits wait till death 

may give 
The soul its franchise—and I die to live ? 

Doeé fancy send the breeze from yon 
en mountain ? 

(1 am not dreaming when it cools my 
ped) 

Are they the sparkles of an actual fouti- 
tain 

That giadden and refresh my spirit | 1 
now ? 

How. beautiful the burst of holy light! 
How beautiful the day, that has no night! 

n! ye everlasting gates | I pray— 

Waiting, wp: yearning—for that perfect 

Hark! to a Allelujahs !| hail! all 
hail ! 

Shall they be echoed by a sob, and wail 
Friends ‘gone before ” these are your | Ope 

happy voices :, 

The old atniliar sounds : my soul: re 

Ant dong the mists the ‘great white |" 
throne, I see: 

And now a saint i in glory beckons me— 
1s death a foe to dread ? the death who 

iveth 

Life—the unburthen life that ever livethl 

Who shrinks from death ? come when he 

Th night an wiih Sas 4 e e brings, ring e risen 

His efll— his touch—we neither seek nor 
shun ; 

His life is ended when his work is done— 
Our spear and shield no cloud of death 

can dim ! 
He rimmnpba not o'er us,—we conquer 

] 
How long O Lord, how long ere I shall 

see 
The ories of another sphere ? 

And a in Thy presence—not as 
re 

In chains that keep the shackled soul 
_ from Thee, 

My God! let that eternal Home be near? 

Master ? I bring to Thee a soul opprest ! 
.. and heavy laden,” seeking rest; 

en my faith | that, my 
latest bessdh, 

I greet. Thy messenger of mercy—Death! 

—_—— 

Religious. 
The Baptists ; their position, and 

duty. 

BY REV. M. P. FREEMAN. 
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CONFERENCE OF CUMBERLAND AND 

CoLCHESTER COUNTIES. 

(Published by request.) 

Many schisms have rent asunder the 
so called * christian church.” The 

spirit that early manifested itself 
in Pr Gomnth was not cast out of the 
church by the words of Paul. The 
force of his utterances have not proved 
sufficient to exorcise the demon of 
sectarianism even to the present day. 
The process by which the formation 

of the modern sects was accomplished 
is not difficult to explain: How the 
evil has been perpetuated is equally 

apparent. 
In the first place innovations upon 

the . original order were introduced. 
Rimes and doctrines . thas were 
stoutly opposed when first advocated, 
made progress, by degrees, until, cor- 
ruption succeeding corruption, the word 
of God was set aside by the command- 
ments, of men. The *“ man of s 
sat in the, temple of God, and 
the nations with a rod of iron, by. 
are they,in their servility had 

to, Seer surper of divine pr 
= t it had been written Ls 

Sa Co aah he | 

‘| were appointed by the kin 

against him.” The 16th century wit- 
nessed the fulfilment of this prophetic 
word : the Spirit ‘ moved upon the 
face of the waters;” God said * Let 
there be light, and there was light.” Tt 
was * the light of life.” Men under 
the new inspiration shook off the in- 
cubus that lay so heavily upon their 
souls, and asserted their right to liberty 
of thought and speech. Here originated 
the sects that now divide the christian 
world. Lutheranism, Episcopalian- 
ism and Presbyterianism were so many 
secessions from Rome. These went 
out from the apostate church, protesting 
aghinst its usurpations, and asserting 
the supreme authority of the word of 

selves wholly from its ¢orruptions.: The 
virus had too’ deeply. entered to be 
easily expelled. Luther retained the 

the great leaders of she Reformation 
brought out 

neration. pg kin €rTors. 
fa ‘doctrines ha ihe 
i, the sects that Nave: since roken 
fren, hogs of earlier date. True e many 
of the errors of the pa 
eliminated from the pnd but so long 
as. infant baptism’ is retained a, con- 
necting link remains, through which 

rate to t 

terests of ti 
Men may scoff at the 

the Romisl Church in 
as her children, very 
obedient, but children 8 : but so 
long as they retain ordinances that. are | jp 
administered under the authority,’ Tiot 

“endangering of the in- 
godliness. 

in the claim than they are willing to 
admit. 
With that church, Baptists; as a 

people, can never harmonize. They. 
never broke off from her communion 

trine, and hence de what they. 
have continued to be, the objects of her 
greatest dislike, and hate. 

Mosheim confesses that “the true’ 
origin of that sect which acquired the 
denomination of Anabaptist is hid in 
the remote depths of ‘antiquity "—-and 

| farther—that ‘* the Mennonites (Dutch 
Baptists) are not entirly mistaken when 
they boast of their descent from the 
Waldenses, Petrobrussians and other 
ancient sects who are usually con- 
sidered as witnesses of the tiuth in the 
times of universal darkness and super- 
itition.” (Vol. IL. Part dk . 8.) 
Rev. J. J. Dermont and Dr. Xpeij, 

Netherlands to prepare a work on the 
history of the Reformed church, which 

the’ Baptists that they *“ were formerly 
called Apabaptists, and in later times 
Mennonites,” and that they’ “ were the 
original Waldenos and they Bc 
“on this account ae 
considered as the only ition com. |) 
munity which has er since the days 
of the apostles, and as a christian so- 
ciety which has preserved pure the 
doctrines of the gospel through all 
ages.” 

Sir Isaac Newton gave it as his 
opinion that “the Baptists were the 
only christians who had never sym- 
bolized with the church of Rome.” 

Cardinal Hosines, President of the | 
Council of Trent, says “ None for these 
1200 years past have been more griey- 
ously id than the Baptists,” 

1 might quote from other authorities 
bearing upon the same subject to. prove 
that Baptists are no modern sect, but 
that the grand principles upon which 
hey wet established’ havi been Meld, | 

defended fhe ui inning 
Obadiah 
in Boston becaiise he be auaiid | 

Williams was 

God, But they failed to free theni- 

doctrine of Transubstartiation, and all 

with... them the popish 
notions of a State Church, _bapti nes 

off writ that this was requi 

vy have been | 

those subtle influences will continue to 

Htansion). of 

wilful and 3 vg 

of the word of God, but of Popes and {| admitted. teome of this doc- 
Councils, there is more of sober reason | rine isi: — pons mattis ie. 

because they were never in it. From 
the first they were the of the 
various innovations upon christian doc- | 

the | jt js proof 

was published inh 1819. They say of 

”* | of infant baptism, on this accotint Roger 

from time to time, protested against the 
perversions of gospel order,and con- 
tended for those same distinctive truths 
that'are dear to the heart of those who 
bear the name of Baptist. We are 
not, however, anxious, at all to prove the 
existence of the Baptists, under what- 
ever name they may have been found 
through all the periods of the past. If 
they ean be shown to be in conformity 
with apostolical doctrines, as made 
known in the New Testament, nothing 
‘more is needed to establish their claim. 

This then is their position, amongst 
their brethren of opposing; views. 
First as to the doctrine of baptism. As 
to the mode they see no room for doubt 
or controversy. By ‘the same law of 
interpretation that they employ in the 
translation ‘of any. ‘Greek ‘word they 
render Jbaptizo, to immerse, and baptism 
an | imersion:| Ther cannot; find a 
single passage that enforces the baptism 
of the. unconscious infant or that even 
implies that such ‘were éver baptized by 
Christ or by his’ disciples : but they do 
learn, from the' cledr stateimierits of holy 

of believers 
|in the Lord" Jesus, and’ that sach to 
the end of tithe are in’ to “put 
on Christ.” he arél therefore com- 
pelled to form te churchés. They 
cannot do otherwise ise, to be true to their 
convictions. = ''" 

tists again differ from others in 
a og of the nature of the church. 

| With many the Jewish congregation is 
| ‘as f nishing the true ideal of 
what the church must is 

| They h oid thee 2% church is the sam 
to its 

oll re Sind nig 

Burope whers the State affords vourisb- 
ment and protection to the church, and 
ower for the puni of offenders. 
the y of Church and State is 

an error, is it also an error to cast 
tha chriotiun, somminity ino the Jewish 
mould. 

church orl on of belibvees in Chen 
who have yielded to the 1 require- 
ment in respect to baptism. Uncon- 
scious infants cannot e, and there- 
fore have no place in the household of 
faith. To admit such is virtually to 
strike at the ‘very root of the church’s 

life. Foreign elements are thereby in- 
troduced, and the grand distinction be- 
tween the church and the world re- 
moved. 
Baptists differ in others in their 
on. Toto ap the design of bap- 
tism. t baptism is the yall of 
the doctrine of baptia ismal regeneration : 
‘and wherever practice has obtained, 

4 existence of that 
notion in some form or other. It is 
accounted a terrible thing for a child to 
die unbaptized, even by those who are 
ashamed to make an open avowal of 
their opinion, or by those who are 

seeesly able to define their position. 
That I am not uncharitable in this 
judgment could be easily shown by, a 
reference to the creeds of or i 
Nothing is more easily demonstrated. 
Baptists believe chrisitianity to be a 
religion of common sense, and that any 
sn wp from the New Testament 

er is a violation of its requirements. 
“ Teach all nations— them.” 
« He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved.” Faith in Christ—baptism 
as the outward expression of it—an 
expression positively required.by Him 
who not only gave the law, but gave 

“himself the example of obedience that 
we should follow in his steps. 

Baptists cannot coalesce with pe 
baptists. The line that. divides rove 
i8 ‘as wide is’ the ocean, and'as deep. 
The points of dispute are not concern- 
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name, but they can never sanction their 
errors ; and if they must incur the ill 
will of those whose approbation they 
wish to enjoy, they perfer to endure it 
rather than to incur the displeasure of 
their Lord. From this position they 
can never retreat—nay, they feel day 
by day the growing consciousness of 
power, and the ultimate spread and 
victory, throughout the world, of these 
grand old doctrines that have been 
their strength’ from the beginning. Thus 
far they have survived the severest 
shocks of the enemy, and are now per- 

and broken weapon, fallen forever use- 
less from the hands of those who used 
theh, and to beheld the sacred banner 
of truth waving where once error seemed 
impregnably established. From the 
beginning they have never abandoned 
any of their distinctive doctrines— 
while other denominations, as ma 
easily be proved, have been gradually 
coming around to the adoption of those 
very doctrines and practices, for which 
Baptists have always contended, and 
for P ehich they have suffered, By the 
light of the past and of the present 
they are led to the strong conviction 
that the christian mind and heart of the 
future will accept their views. There 
has been, a wide departure from the 

: primitive faith. The s¢hurch must yet 
e restored fo the ancient paths. e 

return may. be slow. /It took nearl 
thousand is for ‘error to dev 
fully into the hydra-headed monster of 
the papacy. We need not wonder if a 
millenial period be required to dethrone 

* | the man of sin, and to restore to the 
church her ancient glory. The work 
of reform will advance in such com- 
munities as have vital force sufficient to 
save them from falling back into popery. 
Human inventions will lose their charm 
and power—and Gods word beelevated 
to “ tfal place. Then will there 
be a nr the sects by a process 
ems vy ge easy. There will be no 
surrender of truth, no compromises, no 
violence to the convictions of believers. 
Separating lines will vanish. The 
heralds of the cross will no r con- 
tend for sup within a contracted 
sphere, but will vie with each other in 
holy zeal to carry the gospel into the 
regions beyond. Then shall the world 

ess the truth of the Apostle’s word, 
here is one Lord, one Faith, one 

hi one God and Father of all 
who is above all, and through all and 

The distinguishing views of Baptists 
must become universal before this grand 
consummation can be effected. The 
words of Hubmeyer, the martyr, uttered 

ge Chiistendom shall not receive its 
rising aright, unless baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper are brought to their 
original purity.” But to whom is this 
work committed ? Will pedobaptists 
do it ? Can they who follow the false 
misleading lights < tradition lead on in 
such a reform? The hope is vain. 
Men will not cast away their infant 
buptism without a struggle. They 
will not come back to the baptism of 
the. New Testament until the argu- 
ments, by which they support their 
practice of sprinkling in the stead of 
immersion, are proved to be worthless. 
The truth must be brought to bear 
upon men’s consciences before the 
will receive it. This work devolves 
upon the Baptists. Their respounsibili- 
ties are great. Let them prove faithful, 
and their record shall be bonarable, 
and their recompense sure. 

In the words of Neander the great 
o- | historian, “ There is a future for the 

ts "but they will realize their 
a va only as they are faithful to the 
truth. With many truth is subordi- 
nated to charity—to charity that is not 
such in reality, but a wretched cariea- 
ture of that: which ‘rejoiceth nos in 
PEN in the truth. wer pt 

Beri “Po’ not inquire what 
«Is he sincere 7, then 

.
 
-
e
 

mitted to gaze upon many a shivered | 

530 years ago are worthy of note; 

| change of heart, if 

tn —— INURE Ws » — 

thou united. 4 Baptists must not be 
beguiled by such fair words as these. 
“ Buy the truth and sell it not ” is God's 
command. “ By speaking the truth in 
love we are to grow up in Him in all 
things.” We are to grow up in Him: 
How ? by surrendering the truth in 
our love and favor for error? By no 
means—by speaking the truth in love.” 
Let that word brethren weigh heavily 
upon our hearts. We are to speak out 
—to proclaim the truth in love. Men 
will ridicule, revile and hate us. Let 
us bless them with the truth, in retum 
for their cursing. By our fidelity to 
duty we shall bring blessings upon the 
heads of our opposers, and win the 
favor of the Master. 
The first President of Howard Col- 

lege became a Baptist. He subsequently 
failed to give the weight of his in- 
fluence to the advocacy of the cause 

Y | which he had espoused. The 
President held similar views with tél 
ference to the ordinance of baptism, 
but agreed to keep them in abeyance. 
Had these men been faithful to their 
convictions, they would have been 
more honored and useful. The late 
professor Hackett possessed a nobler 
spirit. Required, during the last yest 
of his course at Andover to prepare an 
“essay on infant baptism, he was led to 
a careful examination of the whole 

- | subjeet, which resulted in his adoption 
of Baptist sentiments. He had, as‘one 
who differed from him remarked, “one 
single aim, and that was to learn and 
do the right.” ‘These words indicate 
the duty of every one. He is neither 
true to himself, to his fellow men, nor 
to his God who is not willing to lean 
and to do the right. How many, even 
among Baptists, are ashamed of their 
own principles. They would like to 
apologize holding sentiments ad- 
verse to those héld by others. 
cannot avoid the conclusions to w 
they have arrived from the study of the 
Word, but they mean no offence to 
others, and would humbly beg pardon 
of all. Instead of going cap in hand, 
cringing among their fellows, Baptists 
should stand erect as kings among men, 
conscious of their s under the 
sacred banner of truth, and assured 
that they are the to whom, if 
faithful, God will give the kingdom. 

Baptists should be a holy people. 
In the New Testament times they were 
called saints ; but now we scarcely dare 
to employ the term when wddresing 1 
company of baptized believers. e 
have a fear that it may not be correct, 
or we dread the adverse criticism of 
the world. There have been scoffers 
from the beginning. Christians should 
not give them occasion to blaspheme. 
They should have their *‘ conversation 
honest” among the ungodly, who are 

too willing to against them 
“ evil doers.” With * well doing 

hey should * put to silence the ignor- 
ance of foolish men.” Of all believers 
the baptized are expected to exhibit 
the peculiar excellencies of Christianity. 
They have been buried with Christ in 

ptism. - This can be affirmed only of 
those who have been immersed into 
Christ. Paul affirms of such that they 
“ have put on Christ.” Let all ponder 
these words—* Buried with Christ,” 

* Risen with Christ.” «Have put on 
Christ ”—and let them test their piety, 

Y | not by their profession, but by the 
principles that rule within their breasts 
and control their lives. 

Baptists should be careful in the 

reception of members, and in the main- 
tenance of scriptural discipline in the 
church. Those who are acquainted 
with the history of Christianity'in 
America have learned of the ‘ Half 
way covenant,” and of the evils re- 
sulting{therefrom, “according to which,” 

as the Ber. GB. Id, D. D, Smeg, 
“ persons no profession of & 

only exhibited 
a fair outward ity, were 

& | mitted and required on the ground. of 
their baptism in infancy, to appear be- 
fore the church, recognize their con- 

nection with, it, acknowledge their 
covenant obligations, and bring their 
children to baptism.” The church thus 
opened. ita: doors to admit the world 
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