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For the Christian Messenger. 

Her last Words, 

Friend of the erring g and the pure, 

Thou glorious Sun, one journey more 

of thine is almost done, my eyes 

‘Shall ne'er again behold thee rise, 

"Tis mine no second race to run 

‘On earthly ground ; farewell Great Sun. pirine—g teaching for that is the mean- 

The dampness gathers on my brow, 

O drop the curtain gently now, 

The sky, and trees, and flitting birds. 

Might woo from me a few sad words 

I wish to sa before I go, 4.1 

It is, kind friend, no tale of woe, 

I pass that by, and only say ; 

Qix ‘weary vedrs have passed away 

‘Since I from home: and friends! was 

thrown 

Upon the world, despised, alone, ’ 

By, sin ‘and shame—alas my own! 

0 happy the whose_ hearts are pure, 
bright, SR. heaven is 

sure ; 

I cannot, dare not lift nw: eyes 

In grave as:urance to the skies, 
1 dare not strain my mental sight 
To view a God énthroned in i 

Yet can I see, with downcast ook, 

A portrait in the Holy Book 
With human features, ¢alm and sweet, 

And weeping woman at his feet. 

Oy kind dispeller of my fears. he 

“1 cannot bathe thy feet with tears, 
I cannot wipe them with my hair 

Nor press my grateful kisses there’; 

But could I look on one like thee, 

Whose heart might even yearn o'er me, 

My lips to holy love would wake 
iss his feet for thy dear sake. 

The past is fading like a dream, ra 

As withered leaves adorn the stream, ters, 
Sad mem’'riés vanish from my m eight ; fimo off the track ; curio 

EATER - PREE 

| sibility. 

pany doctrine be taught ? but, 

{weary of bawling’ into the unwilling 

| obey Paul's injunction to preach “ in 
| season, out of season 

| havedone, 

1 1 ‘avert’ 
crying » Stop thief " and joining zeal- f 

1 without doctrine, ask for an impos- 

Doctrine must be taught. A 

sermon without doctrine would be like 

a man without bones, Consonants 

have been called “ the bones of speech” 
doctrines, may with equal propriety be 

"called the bones of religion, 

The question 1 i8 not, “therefore, Shall 
What 

doctrine shall be taught ? The very 

Jmen who so-despise doctrine have a doc- 

ARg of the word—which t
hey, are never 

ears of the world. They faithfully 

” Here 18 the 
amusing inconsistency of these people— 

an inconsistency of which they seem 
never to be conscious, They make use 
> doetrine to decry y, doctrine. They 
8 Anxious, not that no doctrine shall 
be preached, bug that no dogtrine shall 
o Himes xcept their own. Let us 

a\ then, with this outcry, against 
Selling this cant about. the simple gos- 
pet Pidkpockets sometimes try to 

“suspicion” from themselves by 

PA ously in the chase ; $0 some men seem 
"try ying to ‘distract attention from their 
own false doctrine by crying out upon 
Al) dpctrige. —N. Y. Ex. 

oY RIT TINTS MTB ’ : a 

Coming Nay to Chureh 

What a. distasbanse and flutter it 
creates when Murs. Dilatory, with her | 
nine children, or Miss Fly-away, with 
hernew bonnet, or old Dr. Apes) 

{ with his creaking 8 [a comes march» 
| ing up the long aisle about the ‘middle 

Around, beyond, how calm, how 
0 omy Gece house above, 
Sweet me of everlasting love, 

| of the Tong prayer. The minister fal- 
and unless Lie is used to jt, is 

and inat- 
tentive ‘worshippers turn their heads 
to look at the procession, und every 
one's devotion is a little shaken. You say Thy vastness crowds immensity ; 

Great Builder, is there room for me? 

8. 8. 

Religions. | 
The Simple Gospel. 

One of the shams of the age is a pro- 
fessed horror of “ doctrine.” The ery" 
is often heard, both from * pulpit and 
pew,” that what men need is not doc- 

trine, but the gospel. Give us the sim- 
ple gospel, for we will have none of 
your doctrine, is the sentiment of very 
many. 
The simple gospel —what is it ? It 

is not the mere repetition of the g0os- 
pel history, certainly. No man’s ideal 
of the preaching demanded by the age 
is that the preacher should read a 
chapter or two from one of the Gospels, 
and call this a sermon. Evidently the 

meaning of the history is to be 
unfolded, illustrated, applied. But the 
moment this is done, doctrine makes 

its appearance. Does the preacher tell 
the story of Christ's birth, he is forced 
to confront the doctrine of the inearna- 

tion, and to decide for or against it. He 
cannot speak of the Temptation without 
touching upon the quality of Christ's na- 
ture. The Crucifixion = brings him 
face to face with the Atonement, * Or- 
iginal Sin,” and other great questions. 
If he take up Christ's words, “I am 
the vine, ye the branches” contains the 
whole doctrine of the union of the be- 
liever with Christ ; “The very hairs of 
your head are all numbered ” involves 
the whole question of God's providence, 
decrees, etc. 
Among the many theories that have 

been broached to account for the great 
success of Mr. Moody as a fisher of 
men, is the theory that men listen to 
“him so willingly because he preaches so 
little doctrine. The fact is the very op- 
posite. Mr. Moody’s sermons are steep- 
ed in doetrine. - His theology may be 
@rronous on some points, but eve nl 
‘mon is full of it. It was so with 
“field and Finney, it is so with 5 
| =it has been so with ih. Te 
don od great power PL iy mu 

and Eve. 

to break that - appoitmsnt? 

moments ? The 

J 

ent, with ears erect ; 

anything. 

than any worldly entertainment, 

forgo a part of them ? 
We sing 

for our praise. 

e- | time, for no ‘earthly 

that this is wrong, that they ought to 
be more absorbed in their prayers. 
True enough ; but remember they are 
human, and true wo Ly well as 
true politeness, should make us desire| . : 
- a poliine all occasions of stumbling Qh we of little faith, who would gladly 

from our fellow-descendants of Adam 

And then look at the other side of 
the impropriety. Tardiness at church 
ie certainly not very reverent to 
God. When a man has an engage- 
ment with a friend, is it not bad man- 

ners to be late in keeping it? Now 
here is an appointment to meet the 
Lord in his own house, on a day, set — WE WO a 
apart for hisservice,and ata fixed hour. Lo Epp them sirmight, Wwauld fon 

Do you consider it decent or reverent 
Do. you 

think that a person who really valued 
the meeting, and expected to get good 
from it, would day after day be late 
coming te it, and so curtail precious 

time that we 
spend with God is little enough, with- 

out stealing anything from it by dawd- 
ling and idle habits. When the con- 
cert or the lecture begins, people are 
ready in their seats ; they are * all pres- 

they do not lose 
Now surely, if divine ser- 

vice is a real thing and of any worth 
whatever, it is infinitely more precious 

Does 
it not cast a doubt upon the sincerity of 
our de: otions that we are so willing to 

“ Praise waits in Zion, Lord, for thee" 

and then keep the Lord waiting in Zion 
A refractory bonnet- 

string, or a pairof gloves, will detain 
the longing wershipper from church un- . 
til the service is half finished. A little | gether in fervent prayer. 
delay in the breakfast hour, or an inter- 
esting article in the wewspaper, will | strong, and the 

make the servant of the Lord steal | sweet Gospel songs as an anvil chorus. 
thirty of the ninety short minutes that 
are ‘allotted to public worship. Or, 
worst of all, that miserable, shiftless, 
almost incurable habit of being hehind ee for 

reason and to no be 

| communities this habit becomes chronic | courage: to' *“ sow beside all: waters, 
| and almost wdiversal. ohgber of | 

by chimes od hae x ccolesinssical in inven- | “ 
tions, no appeals from _ pulpit, ean 
break it up To doubt and fear give thou no heed ; 

We alt in our mind's aye, at this Broad- cast it o'er the land.” 

moment, a certain church h the little « ARE LLY 

village of Slow-town, whieh is afflicted 
with | this plague of tardiness. Slow- 
er and more scattering. a as the slowest 
psalm-tune ever drawledont in a sleepy 
prayer-meting, is the m#idner in which 
that congregation bo into morning 

service. They look 
been passing by, and 1 
in to see what was going on : had noth- | 
ing else to do, and . 4 they would 
come upto church: hardly knew wheth- 
‘er they would get therefor thoy ort 

just stepped 

‘éd. Even the easy old 
has become hardened to it after rhe y 
years: he strolls u up the hill in as de- | 
sultory a, manner. as . his people, and 
(never thinks of bogmeing the seryice 
until Judge Snails comfortably settled 
in his seat for the morsiy's repose s —- J 
ge dr? phn a 

Macy cogil): Ale Tati I 
Hine Biacknkiths. Xo P18 

ae 0 3 

BY MRS. SOPHIE # Brats. : 

At'our neighborhood phaycriticeting | 

9 ist mmrTTnnT 

little story told by a good, brother, and f 
I repeal ; it hoping that thers may be 
encouraged hy. it as. I hawe been, 

There are on one -ofgour: squares 

‘three blacksmith shops BN a row, and | 

there aré nine men’ in thé three shops. 
‘Rough, brawny wicked ‘ten ‘they are, 
swearing at refractory hog ps, OF at one 
another, singing coarse g Street songs 
while working at their anyils, indulging | 
in wild hilarity, aod anos 
and wrangling... A. ‘hardened set, hard 
and grim like. their. worky depi pising ev- 
erything good, and. “Agaising i in evil 
like water,” seemingly a very unprom- 
ising field 6 labor. One would hardly | 
en cast the precious pearls of divine 

love and truth into those grimy, sooty 
shops, among ‘those dark visaged stal- 
wart sinners, lest they should trample 
them under foot, and turn and rend one. 

walk to heaven along smooth paths 
bordered by clustering flowers of cul- 
tare, and refinement, gathering a fra- 
grant garland, of beautiful buds- and 
blossoms a little crooked perhaps, but 
ensily straightened. And if. some of 
the blossoms are marred and the buds 
mildewed, we will arrange them 

a silken band about the crooked stems, 

ly believe—alas if it should only serve 
to hide the crooks. But we don't like 
to step out of the smooth path and, 
struggle on over mud and mire and 
stony places ; and we fear to scratch 
our hands, and tear our garments, 

among the brambles and the thistles of 
ignorance and vice. 

Last spring when rich showers of di- 
vine grace were descending upon us, a 

few drops entered those dark and dis- 
mal shops, and one and another of those 
rugged stern-browed men grew silent 
and troubled beside their anvils and 

fires, and were drawn by the Spirit to 
seek the truth as it is in Jesus, and 
found salvation, one by one, until six of 

the nine are rejoicing in their Saviour 
and earnestly praying and laboring for 
the conversion of the remaining three. 
And now all is changed, Bo more pro- 

by side, nine 

may 
people into | of their companions, thal they may all |. possible y will bring 

chu after Sunday punctually | march on in the army. of the'| their 
half an: hour late. In some untortunate | Lord; and may we thank God. and take Lied 

He was old and poor, and a stranger 

As he bent his footsteps thitherward 

Outside he i inquires, “What Church is 
§ if they Had | Church of Christ,” he hears them say, 

“ Ah ! just the place I am looking for, 

He passed thro’ the spacious ,columned, 

~ And. ap. the carpeted aisle, 
And as he passed, on many a face 

Jrom. pew. to. pew SA entire sid de 
. And. then 3 Anon t 
Brom. pe 

‘Not airiendly. voice had bid him sit. 

last week, Twas much iiterested' in 4 "ere paused, outside a moment to think, 
en 

| And bore it up the broad, 

isputing | 

skillfully with a few fig leaves, and put | 

fanity or disputing, no singing of doubt- 
ful songs or using coarse language. But 
instead, they take sweet counsel to- 
gether, and talk of what God has done 
for them, and kneeling on the dingy 
floor join their hearts’ yearnings fo- 

Now their voices ring out clear and 
passer-by hears our 

Oh it would be a rare and: beautiful 
sight to see in those three /shops. side 

men working to- 
Pray that their 

Sow i in in n the 1 morn n My sd6d, 
At. eve hold not thy hand ; 

In the great metropolis 

To a stately edifice. 

this ? 7 

I trust he is in to-day.” ° 

«door 

He saw surprise and. smile. 

broad front space, 
to pew down; the qther side 

He wa ked with. the same slow pace. 

To listen: to gospel truth, 
Not, a, sign. of deference hath been paid 

the, aged gne by youth. |. 
‘Nodoor was open'd, by. Banaras, band, 

-.. The, pews were paid to oi FaRted 1 
he, was a stranger, old: and POOL, 

Not a heart, to him relented. 10s 
i teal (113 

again, passed, into the street, 
Up to his shoulder lifted a stone, 

‘Thay lay in, the dust at his feet; 
grand aisle 

In front of the ranks.of pews, . 
(Choosing a place to see and to bear, 

He made aseat dor his use. 

Cally sitting upon | the Ii o. slows. 
Foldin Bij sy pa | 

‘Slowly reviewing t pla reli Wi 
‘A great confusion he sees. 

Many a cheek is crimson'd with shame, 
Some whisper together low, - 

And wish they bad been more courteous 
+... Fo the stranger old and poor, 

Aus if by magic some wing doors 
en instantaneousl Ti 

ind as many seats, and books and bands 
Are proffered hastily. 

hanging ng his stone for a cushioned pew 
wiping a tear away, 

He thiols it was mistake after all, 
And that Christ came late that day. 

The preacher’s discourse was eloquent, 
The organ in finest tone, 

But the most impressive sermon heard, 
Was preached by a humble stone. 

"Twas a lesson of lowliness and worth 
That lodged in many a heart, 

And the church preserves the sacred 
stone 

That the truth may not depart, 

—_-——— 

Faults in Public Prayer. 

Attention needs to be called continu- 
ally to the importance of conducting 
with care and propriety the service of 
public prayer. One method, in which 
no set forms are used, has its points of 
peculiar weakness, as well as of strength. 
The difficulties that exist, too, so far as 

they eoncern any particular individual, 
are not altogether easy to be removed. 
The person himself may not know what 
bad habits he has ; and no one may like 
to tell him. I he does know, the know- 
ledge may not always help him.  Noth- 
ing could be much worse for him than 

thought that people are observing him 
while he prays. 

though it may not be really 
show, 

is most offensive or improper, 

Foon sk for the. ple oe 
Sxl 

fleet aid achrnd bolle; 20 slow 
nal (EFT » #7 daned T° 

thatin “due ang. © NOH Fo 

phen ge = faint not.” 

iy 
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sacred service. This befitting tamper 
of prayer must be gained with much 
thoughtfulness, ‘by the turning of the 
mind upon its necessity and its nature, 
and especially by the habitual cherish- 

Jing of a spirit of devoutness and trust. 
This wisdom is thus first of all frem 
above, and is of the Lord's giving ; and 
he who would know how to pray, must 
learn by prayer itself.— Congregationa. 

TEMPERANCE. 

: The et ai the Peddler. 

A great driikard in the Highlands 
of Ianwvernésshire was led to attend a 

1 ledtore on temperance. He was induced 
te become a member of a temperance 
society. For months: the cravings of 
his appetite for strong drink: was exees- 
give, bat, true to his resolution, he: set 
his fice like a flint against exery temip- 
tation.» The marsh of his heart, being 

{ thus drained of one poison, he next 
received the seed of the Word. into its 
80il. It was hid-shereiuntil quickened 
by the Sun of Righteousness, and nour- 
ished by. the rain and.dews of the Spint, 
when itbrought forth fruit in Christian 
life and character. Having.no settled 
occupation, he yet could not be idle, 
handi having by the help of a few friends 

anaged 10 stock a little box with trink- 
ets and-other;chéap ware, he set out as 

ww. In the course.of his peregrinations 
he found himself at Balmoral, and think- 
ing that if he could get the patronage 
of the Queen. it would help him greatly, 
he resolved to make the attempt. There 

| was something in his'look and -manper 
which at once commended him to, the 
favor: of some of the household officials, 
who had it in their power to put him 
under the notice of the Earl of Carlisle, 
then attending the court as a minister 
of state. The noble earl sympathized 

to have his mind much turned to the 

And it may be said 
that the evil of undertaking to make 
any sort of display, or of endeavoring 
in any way to, cause one’s prayers to be 
noticed by others as good ones, is itself 
nearly or quite the greatest of all mis- 
chiefs that ever arise in this connection. 
Some persons have a ponderous and 
imposing manner in prayer which pro- 
duces a certain effect as of ostentation, 

meant for 
On the other hand there is a 

simplicity in prayer that passes easily 
into lightness and flippancy ; and which A ge 

God is ! journal says : “I do not think any, un- 

in heaven, and we are on the earth. He 
‘is a Father in heaven, and may be trast- 
ed and loved ; but he is also to be hon- 

to the conversion ored and revered. 
What is wanted for the correction of | for him as a strong, unselfish, good man. 

, of whichever sort, is not wip And 1 wish to 

with Donald, and promised to recom- 
mend his case to the Queen. When 
her Majesty came to know it, Donald 
was commanded to appear in the royal 
presence, and met with a most gracious 
reception. Not only did the Queen 
purchase of his wares, but gave him 
permission to wear the royal arms as 
the Queen's Peddler, and sent Donald 
away with a lighter heart and a heavier 
putse than he had when he entered the 
royal chamber. 
On leaving her Majesty the Earl of 

Carlisle took Donald to his room, and 
there presented him with a glass of 
wine with which to drink the Queen's 
health. Looking at it, he felt at first a 
kind of trembling ; but then lifting his 
heart in prayer for divine aid, he said, 
“ Your lordship will excuse me : I can- 
not drink the Queen's health in wine, 
but I will drink it in water.” The noble 
earl asked his reasons. ‘* My lord,” 
said Donald, ** I was a drunkard. I 
became an abstainer, and I trust by 
God's grace | have become a Christian ; 
but I know that if I were to taste intoxi- 
cating drink, it would at once revive an 
appetite which is not dead but dying, 
and I should most likely go the whole 
length of the drunkard again. God 
has only promised to support me in the 
path of duty, and that path, in my case, 
18 plainly to abstain.” The noble lord 
at once commended Donald for his 
frankness and honesty, and, in taking 
leave, assured him that it would afford 
her Majesty the highest satisfaction to 
know that she had amongst her loyal 
and devoted subjects one who, in the 

midst of such strong temptations, could 

maintain his principles with integrity 
and honor. Donald left rejoicing to 
think he had been enabled to drink to 
the “ glory” of God.— Methodist Tem- 
perance Magazine. 

ptleman writing to a Unitarian 

prejudiced person could meet Mr. 
Moody, as 1 have, in his own home, 
and cd his early companions, with- 

out feeling not only respect, but regard 

add that, so far as I can 
pms int 4 ‘he 
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