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Bible Lessons for 1878.
SuxpAY, January 27th, 1878.—Jehos-
baphat's Prosperity.—2 Chronicles xvii.
1.10

ComMiT 10 MEMORY : Vss. 3-2.

GerLpeN Text.—*“Apd they taught in
Judah; and had the
the I_ord with them, and went about
throughout all the cities of Judah, and
taught the people.”—2 Chron. xvii. 9.

DaiLy READINGS: ——Monday, 2 Chroni.
cles xvii. 1-19. Tuesday, vs.1; 1 Kings
xxii. 41-50. Wednesday, "vs. 3 2 Sam,
vii, Thursday, vs. Prov. viii. Friday,
Psalm xov. Saturday, vs. 5; 1 Samuel
ii. 1-11. Sunday, vs. 9; 1 Tim. vi. |

Lesson Ovruine.—I. Jehoshaphat on
the throne. Vs. 1. II. Patriotic service.
Vs. 2. III. His personal piety. Vss.
3.6. IV. Instruction given to the people.
Vs. 7-9.

Questions.—What defects in Asa’s
character does the Bible disclose? In
what sense was it true that his heart was
perfect all his days?

I. How long had Asa relgned? “Did
gmoe Tun in his bl to his good

IL When is & warlike spirit justifi-
able? When unjustifiable.

IIL Wh? is the distinction drawn be-
tween Asa’s first and last ways? How
does the Bible verify itself? When is
a human example worthy of imitation ?
What had been “ the dox of Israel ' ?
What is meant by “ ¢ not unto
Baalim ''? When may a man safely have
riches and honor in abundance ?

IV. What blessing did J ohoshspha.t
send to his people ? By whom?

Why are the first ways of men some- |

times t.he best? Why 1s it well to imi-
tate the deeds of illustrious believers ?
Comp. Heb. xii. 1.

A good son carries on the work of &
good father. Vs. 3.—Riches are not
necemnl inconsistent with piety. Vs.

ious life is the highest exaltation

ible to man. Vs. 6.—A wise ruler

K:b regard to the moral and intellectual

needs of his people. Vss. 7-9.—A re-

ligious education is the hlghelt educa-
tion. Vs. 9.

Hisroricar CoNNecTiON.—In the chap-
ter following our last lesson, we find Asa
using a worldly and wicked policy to
divert Baasha, the king of Israel, from
building Ramah, six miles north of
Jerusalem. Worse still, we find him
putting Hanani, the seer, who had re-
buked him for these worldly measures,
into prisou. Such, alas! have often
been the perturbations of goodness.
¢ Nevertheless, the heart of Asa was
perfect all his days.” 2 Chron. xv. 17.
Our lesson now introduces us to the
reign of Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa—
a good and prosperous reign, though not
wholly unmixed with evil ; for a sincere
life may be something less than a per-
fect one.

Exrositiox.— Verse 1.— Jehoshaphat.
The name means Jehovah-judge. He
was Asa's son, and thirty-five years old
at his father’'s death. xx. 31. Israel.—
Here used specially of the kingdom of
the ten tribes.

Verse 2.—The. cities of Ephraim,
which Asa, his father, had taken.—Taken
after the time of our last lesson, xvi,
9, 6. The reference thus differs from
that in xv. 5.

Verse 3.—1In  the first ways of his
father David—or forefather, referring
to David’s adultery and numbering of
the people. "2 Sam. xi, xii;' 1 Chron,
xxi. Baalim.—~The plural of Baal, to
designate Baal's many images.

Verse 4.— The doings of Israel —Re-
ferring specially to the worship of the
calves set up by Jeroboam.

Verse H.——1In his hand.—
and control. /Presents.
of Jehoshaphat's

In his power

own people over and
above the regular taxes.

Verse 6.—Ileart was li) ted up.—Holy
confidence and hope, as the clause, * in
the ways of Jehoval,” proves (7, /8).
Three classes of officers are mentioned
princes, Levites, and priests. lLevites

_) profession, more parti-
ious matters, while the
duty of the ,»r;eats was more prominent-
ly to have the caré of sacrifices, etc.
The princes or civil officers might also |
teach especially in the mape secular

were teachers |
cularly in rel

k of the law of

The free gifts |

—The Gentile nations in distinction
from Israel.

Analysis.—The theme, as given, is
“ Jehoshaphat's Prosperity.” More fully
it is Judah’s prosperity as promoted by
Jehoshaphat. This prosperity is viewed
with reference ‘first to its nature and
causes (vss. 1-9); second, to its conse-
quences (vs. 10.) The nature and causes
appear first as Material ; second, as

Moral. Thus are given three divisions, |

giving three aspects of the prosperity—
as Material, Moral, and Monitory.

I. Material. Verses 1-6.—(1.) Theend
in view was security. Israel-was hostile
in consequence of the events chronicled
in xvi. 1-6. Self-defence, not aggres-
gion, was the plan. In case of the na.
tion, and of the individual, to exist is
somelimes to resist. The right of the
former carries that of the latter. Non.
resistance is then non-existence. This
preparation for war implies the right to
make war. That right belongs always
to the nation as such, as it belongs to
every nation as such. This is “ bearing
the sword " in the execution and main-
tenance of right and righteousness, al:
ways supposing that for righteousness,
and at its behest, the sword is drawn.
(2.) He used inherited advantages. Of
these one, and the best, was his father’s
good and successful example. He took
his father's course. To walk in the
steps of a father's just because he was
father would not be wise, for then it
would be wise to be bad, provided we
happened to have a bad father. (3.).
God's approval went with the king in
this, partly because he acted in a right
and pious spirit, and partly because the
outwards deeds themselves were right.
This latter was as true of the military
preparation, as of the destruction of
idols and idol worship. The man had
the same spirit in both. His business

‘was his religion, and his religion hi®

business. (5.) God's blessing proved
his approval, because it expressed it.
In the present case, as was suitable to

the times and dispensation, it took the |

form of outward material prosperity.
The king hed what he sought—national
safety ; and, besides, personal wealth
and honor. (6.) The effect of the pros-
perity on the king’s heart was not pride,
but humble gratitude; with deeper trust
and hope. “The goodness of God
leadeth to repentance,” or should.

II. Moral. Verses 7-9.—(l.) The fact
of a moral good, a good other, if not
higher, than the material was recognized.
A large class find value in nothing which
canpot be weighed in scales, and sold
in the market for dollars. Blessed .ave
they who measure man’s worth not by
money, but by character, who find it in
him, not in his. Man is an end, not a
tool, and a developed manhood is the
end to which all wealth, institutions, the
very creation itself is instrument. Je-
hoshaphat saw that, it may be, at any
rate we should. (2.) Imstruetion and
culture are the means by which to de.
velope manhood. The worst of all
errors is to dwarf the religious nature,
to swell the secular, develop men earth-
ward, and stunt them Godward. (3.)
The dignity of true teaching appears.
The kings of thought are kingsof kings ;
nay, are creators of manhood, and so of
supreme worth. (4.) Popular, universal
education is signalized. Blessed are the
people, where all are truly and Wwisely
taught, especially in God’s Word.

111, Monitory. Verse 10.—All this

| power of Judah became warning, bidd-

ing the nations to keep “ hands off.”
How many who can and will respect
only force. Especially desirable is that
power of Christian character that keeps

| tempters, and hence temptation a-far

off,
—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.

SuNpaAY, February 3rd, 1878.-Jehos-
haphat Reproved.- -2 Chron. xix. 1.9,

GoLpeN Texr.~* Wherefore now let
the fear of the Logp be upon you; take
heed and do it; for there ig no iniquity

| with the Lokp ou: (rod, nor respect of

l

)

persons, nor taking of bxtts. —2 Chron.
X 7,

- -

The Story of the. Lesson.

FOR THE PRIMARY CLASS,
w«Jehoghaphat, the son of Asa, was the

part of the law, while they would also | fourth king of Judah. He was thirty-

I

Verse 9.—The book of the law.— fathor, had made, doing that which was
Doubtless the Penfatench which had | nght, not only in the sight of m én but

have authorily to require from.the peo- |
ple, attendance to.the king’'s command.

been for a long time completod
Verse 10.

| five years old when he began to reign.
He kept the covenant which Asa, his

| af, God. . Thé Lard blessed )n”? hecause

-The Fingdoms of ‘theand. | he diddike David had done;and did mot

worship-idols, as Israel did. The kings
who had ¢ome before him had so many
wars with Israel, that Jehoshaphat set
himself about .making his towers and
cities strong. and also those which his
father Asa had taken from Israel in
battle He placed many soldiers in
these, to be ready in case of need. This
king wished his people to be: good, wnd
took a wise course to make them so.
He began by setting them a good
éxample himself: then he had them
taught the word of God. He sent a
company of princes, priests, and Levites,
to read and explain the Seriptures : and

the people. All the countries around
Judah were afraid to make war against
Jehoshaphat ; but both his own people
and others brought his presents, Some
brought silver, some rams and goats ;
and he grew so rich that he built cities
to kedp his treasures in.
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They - Don’t !rhmk. :

Once & trap was bdited
With a piece of cheese ;

It tickled so a little moule,
It almost made him sneeze,

An old rat said, “There's dmger
Be careful where you go.”

“ Nonsonue I"” said the other,

, do‘xs t think you know.”
So he ked in boldly~—~

y in sight ;
u'lt, bo took a.mbble
Then, he took a bite.
Close the trap together
ped, as quick as wink,
. Catching mousie fast there,
'Cause he didn’t think.

Once there was a robin
Lived outside the door,
Who wanted to come inside,
And hop upon the floor.
“Oh! no,” said the mother,
« “ You must stay with me.
Little birds are safest
Sitting in a tree.”
“] don’t care,” said robin
And he vehmtnla. ing—
%1 don’t t.hmk the old l'olks
KEnow quite everything.”
Down he flew, and Kitty uizod him,
Before he had time to bhnk
“Oh!” he cried, “I'm ¢
But, I didn’t thmk P

And'now, my little readers,
You who read this son

Don’t you see what troub e
Comes with thmkmg wrong ?

And when you're warned of ruin,
Pause upon the brink

And don't go over heudfon
’Cause you didn’t think.

—e e e - .-
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A pleasant play for Little Folks,

Unwonted quiet reigned in the sun-
bright playroom of the little Mifflins.
Kate, the eldest, sat with uplifted finger,
the “Hush ! hush !I" which had silenced
her companions still parting her cherry
red lips. She sat thus for a moment
only ; the next she started to her feet
crying joyously, “Itis! it is!”

“Aunt Dee! Aunt Dee! Blessed Aunt
Dee!” broke in a chorus of delighted
voices.

And with one accord books were
dropped, puzzles forsaken, dolls flung
aside, and a rush made for the door:
But before they could reach it, it was
hastily opened by a lady who laughed
brightly.

“ Yes, ‘ Aunt Dee, blessed Aunt Dee’
at last | and with a kise and hug for the
whole six. No! no! spare me !"” she
cried merrily the next minute, “ not all
at once! One at a time, you young
Liliputians, you'll choke me!”

Vain protest ! The hugging and kiss-
ing was done Mifflin fashion, and no
other ; but like most things it came to
ap- end, and little black-eyed, curly-
headed Lute's voice rose vivaciously
above the rest,

“ Bay, Auntie, say, what is the nice
play you wrote to Katie about? Is it
real vice? And did you play it when
you were a little girl 2"

“Three questions in a breath!”
laughed Aunt Dee. “Well, in answer
to the first, I'll gtate that the play is
called ‘Kitchen Furniture, Do you
know anything about it #”

“Not a thmg Py eagerly cried the
little group, *

“Very good,” said Aumt Dee, *and
pow as to its being real nice, 1 can only
say I thought %o when I was little.” .

“Bo you did.play it when ynx'm
little 7" cried Lute;, ' ! gy

“Indéed T did ] and & Mdp‘ time
the first, tima, wass 1 oan tell you ..
beginning of it/ was: & splendid. sleigh

they went to all the cities, and taught |

ride, from the village to a farmhouse,
with a lot of little folks as happy as my-
self, and then followed a long afternoon
full of pleasure, the same closing with
a royal supper, after which came up-
roarious fun with ¢ Kitchen Furniture,’
the whole topping off with refreshments
and the grand sleigh-ride home. Was
not that pleasure enough for one day ?”

“1 guess we would think so,” laughed
Katie. “ Why, Aunt Dee, it was as nice
again as our fussy city parties.”

“ But we could play ‘Kitchen Furni-
ture ' in the city, couldn’t we, Auntie ?”’
Lute interrogated anxiously.

% Certainly,” smiled Aunt Dee."

"4 How? how, Auntie?” cried Tute.

“In the first place, you provide e-
nough chairs for the whole company ex-
cept one.. Then all but that one seat
themselves in two long close rows, face
to face, but wide enough apart to leave
plenty of room for the orier, who has
no chair, to walk up and down between
the lines.

“ After you are all seated, each chooses
a name—the name of any article of
kitchen furniture or kitchen use. The
long names, such as bake-iron, gridiron,
pie-board, jug of molasses, and so on,
occasion most fun, as they are not easily
slipped off the tongue in a hurry.

“ When the naming is done to your
satisfaction the crier (who is also named)
calls out, gs.she stands between the two
rows : .

“¢{My lady wants a gridiron, gridiron,
gridiron !’

“ And now let the gridiron look out.
Let her start to her feet and answer as
quick as she can. '

i Gridim ’1

“If she does not say it before the
crier calls it the third time, she forfeits
her seat and must take the crier’s place.
The crier must be quick of speech and

| keen:witted, too, or she will never get a

chair by crying her lady’s wants.

“It's a good plan for her to look out
for inattentive ones, and also to deceive
the pot., pan, or kettle she intends
calling’ by walking - towards the lkillet
or plate.

“ The play can be varied as often as
you like by the crier calling out once,
‘My lady wants a whole set of kitchen
furniture !’

“ When that call comes you must all

Jamp up .and change seats as quickly

as possible, and the slow puss or the
unfoftunate puss who gets nhone has to
be the crier.” ‘

“Oh, but,” eried Lute, *‘ nobody’d get
my seaf, | I'ds Jult change with the ono
next to me.

“No! nol you could not all do thnt e
laughed Aunt Dee merrily. “ That
would spoil the fun. You don’t want
to be slipping from one chair {0 another
like cowards. The right way is to start
up with the rest of the company dhd
make a fair and courageous dash for a
seat. And now that's all I can tell you
about ‘ Kitchen Furniture.’ ”

“ And to-night we'll try it!” cried
Lute in irrepressible glee.

And they did; and if my young
readers want to know if there was fun
that night let them try it too.—Annie
H. Jerome in the Ohristian Weckly

God’s Sunshine

“ Well, Aunt Polly, here you are again
on the door steps. It seems to me you

a!most live on them.”

Old Polly raised her faded eyes to the
fice of her friend, and laughing, said,
“Yes, dear, dat's jus’ so! Jim says
* We mought build ahouse all doo’ steps
and nothin’ else, fo' granny, kase she
lives dar and no whar else !" "’

“ 1 suppose you like to see the people,
and to hear the children prattle as they
go by to school,” said the lady.

“Well, yes, I likes to see folks 'cause
my Fader up dar, made 'em all; but
its most for de sunshine dat I stays out
here. U, God’s sunshine's a powerful
blessin’, dear. When I’s cold I comes
out and site in it, and I grows warm;
when I’s a-hungry, and Jim's wife’s got
nothin’ to sat, 1 comes out Nére and
'pears like 1°'d had ‘my dinner. When
I's'in pain and ’scrutiated all over’
de rhumati{ I comes out into 'thé bl
shine, and "de pain skulks off:’ w‘heé
Jim dop’ t be. good he ’pears like hq wag
going to 'struetion, apd my heart. is
bustin'-like, 1 comes out and, sits ip
Gad’s ., spnshine ; .and peace comes
thirough kis heam into my soul.  When
old Deatli comel and star's in my face,

and says, ‘ | coming arler you soons to

take ye into de dark grave,” den I comes
out into God’s sunshine, and darrs him
to frighten my soul! Says to him ¢ye
hasn’t power in ye to throw one shadow

into my last pillow, for my blessed

Jesus, de Sun ob righteousness, He been
down dar before me,; and He left it full,
heaped up, and runnin’ over wid God’s
sunshine. 1 shall rest sweet in dat
warm place while waitin’ patient, and in
hope of the ’ternal sunshine dat shall

magnify, and multxply, and glorify all as
loves de shinin’ Jesus,’”

“ Auntie,” said her friend, who al
ways felt that she could sit at the feet
of - this humble saint and learn of Jesus,

“That is very lovely. But there come
days when there is no sunshine—when

“the clouds gather; and the rains fall, and

the snows come, and the winds blow.
What do you do then ?"

“0, la, honey, by de time de storms
come I've got my soul so full ob sun:
shine dat it lasts a heap o’ time. Dem
times Jim scolds, and his poor wife's
'scouraged and the child’ns cross, and
de stove smokes, and de kittle won's
bile ; but I never knows it. God’s sun-
shine is in my soul, and I tries to spread
it round, and sometimes Jim’s wife feels
it, and she say, (O, she's a good daugh-
hr-law) ‘Long as 1 keeps close tognnny
'pears like my heart’s held up.’

“Well, well, dear, you can teach me
somethin’ and ye can fetch me nice
things to make mo’ sunshine ; but I can
teach you what ye never thought on—
dat God's sunshine’s 'mough for rich
and poor, and dem that thank Him for
ity and sit in it, or work in it, and let it

inta dar heart, will soon go whar it'aall

sunshine. -‘Try to make folks live in
God’s sunshine, and get it into dar

_hearts, honey.”

e mo e

: Population of the World.

According to recent careful oompuh»
tions, the population of the world is
1,423,917,000, or 28 persons for every
square mile. The following table shows

the popnhuone of the great divisions of
the earth:

DRI 25535 5y o5 > b bt cmne 309,178,300
ABiBciiiiissaiisaisnsanssrninns 824,548,500
Africa LTI TP P PP PP 199,921,600
Australia..................... 4,748,600
AmMOrion.......iccvievisinsen. 86, 519,8(1)

The  combined populauons of 1876
exceed those of 1875 about 27,000,000.
The inhabitants of different States of
Europe are divided as follows :

T T S ommploie. o 42,723,000
‘ Austro-Hungary .........,. 3%700,000 :
Sm%zerland ................ . 2,699,147
Holland.. Svineennn. 3,800,5
Belgmm ...................... 9,336,634
,Iﬁuxﬁmburg . ?05,163
el SRR 1Y
Swean,. 4,383i291
o eidelbiaileedib 1,802,882
e e R 1,903,000
oo SRR IR 36,102,931
Great Britain............... 35 450, ,000
IR o o005 000 B1%sK 350000 & 16 551, ,047
ROPRAGAL wudiisyivieniovosesis 4,298,881 '
RBIR 5e ot nahio shiars o Sovs abn 27,482,174
I‘urkey in Europe ......... 8,500,000
Roumania.. rever v 0,073,000
L e R R 1,377,078
Montenegro................ . 190,000
G W RO RS s SN 1,457,894

The population of Turkey in Europe,
Asia, and Africa reaches 47,600,000 souls,
of whom 20,500,000 are divided between
Egypt, Tripoli, and Tunis, Asia having
13,000. The population of the Russian
Empire is estimated at 5,586,000, or
900,000 over the population of 1875.
The population of the British Indies
numbers 289,000,000, that of China 405,
000,000, and that of Japan 33,299,015.
London has 3,489,428 souls, Paris 1,851,

792, New York and Brooklyn 1,535,622,
and Berlin 1,045,000,

P e

UVER-GOVERNED OHILDREN.—A girl that
is never allowed to sew, all of whose
clothes are made for her and put on her,
till she is 10, 12, 15, or 18 years of age,
is spoiled. The mother has spoiled her
by doing everything for her. The true
idea of self restraint is to let the thld
venture. A child’s mistakes ape often
better than its no mistakes ; because
gbeq # child makes mistakes, and has

tp.Lqrreet t.em, it is on the way to\m.rd

'knﬁWU‘B something, A cluld that i
waked up every morning, and qey,
wakeés himself up; and is dressed

makes no mistakes in dressin

afid is waghéd, and never njake fmu
about being dlean | jand is fed, and neveéfr
has anything to do with i'e food and is

watched, and never watches lnmulh,
d is caved for, wdkept all day. from

os ngrsuch a ctnh) m«k
ﬁg aﬁ?c(})l;;el d
m lﬂﬂg but Wﬁl \l‘it
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