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Doctry.

Trust.

It is easy to trust

When our sky is ali clear ;
When our treasures of dust

Are surrounding us here;
But when clouds gather darkly,
- And fierce sweeps the blast,
When alone.in the darkness,

Does faith anchor fast?

It is easy to smile

When flowers strew the way; -
We can trusteven while

Some few blossoms decay ;
But when shrouded around

By the dark winter's night, |

Is our faith shining clearer
Than wh*1 in the light?

With sorrowful heart,
Too oft onward we go,
We trust but in part,
Till by faith taught to know
‘That our mighty Redeemer,
Our infinite I'riend,
Through darkness or light,
Will still gaide to the end.

e mﬁg[iginq_ﬁ._ o

For the Christian Messenger.

Letter from China.

CHINESE MARRIAGYE CUSTOMS.

cost of a wife up to 8100, This is es-
pecially the case in one portion of this

districkwhereinfanticide is very common. |

Thej betrothal usually occurs a year
before’$he marriage, and is considered

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, October 9,

tricts begged Miss Fielde, who was on '
one of her county trips, to assist her in
running away that she might thus es-
cape the fate of marryinz n man wtth
a loa‘hsome disease.. Mizs Ficlde used

' to her husband’s home, and consists of | he married.

Mr. Editor,—

Perhaps none of the customs of the
Chinese show in a more marked ma: ner
the difference between them and en-
lightened America, than the customs
concerning marriage. The young peo-
ple here have nothing whatever to say
in relation to their own marriage. [t
would be considered highly improper
for a young man even to suggest that
he would like a wife. A young man

~ in Miss Fielde’s employ, having taken

a wife, when asked by her if it had been
in accordance with his wishes, he re-
plied that he would not dare even to
wish for one, but his uncle had seen fit
to get her for him. This matter is ar-
ranged wholly by the parents or near-
est relutives with the assistance of a

“ go-between” who iﬁﬂﬁlly a female
relative of one of the ies interest-
ed, or some old female acquaintance.
Thegirlchosen tobe the fauture daughter-
in-law, must not, according to Chinese
law, have the same surname as her
future husband, notwithstanding she
may be no relation. This usually
makes it necessary that she be taken
from another village, since it frequently
happens that all the residentsof a single
village belong to the same clan.

Except in one case the bride always
ecters her husband’s family. T have
heard of instances where in the same
house were ten daughters-in-law, each
with children of her own. As the family
increases in 8ize the house is enlarged
by building additions untilthe same roof
covers quite a community where may
be found persons belonging to three
and even four generations. The ex-
ceptional case in which a bride does
not go to her husband’s home is when
in her own family there are no sons and
she i8 the only daughter. In this case
she marries a husband <nto her family.
This is in order that the aged parents
may not be left alone and unsupported
in their old age. For, in whatever else
the Chinese are lacking, they do not
lack in respect for their elders. This
is, indeed, one of their acknowledged
virtues.

Here in China the wife is actually
bought although the Chinese do not so
consider it. They regard the price
paid either as a sort of compensation
for rearing the girl, or as paid back in
the wedding ontfit. The price paid for
a wife varies in different localities and
according to the number of girls de-
stroyed in infancy. If infanticide be
comparatively rare, girls will be plen-
tiful and, hence, bring a small price ;
on the other hand they will be scarce,
and tly a wife will be a more
expensive luxury. In this district
girls bring fr«ar{lo. to $50 ; although
the presents made tojthe bride’s ts
and the wedding feast often brgg the

anlmosty if not quite as binding. = At this | every lawful meansiin her power to help
fime q written contract is made in | the poor girl, but without snecess. The
which jthe amount of the betrothal | ¢ir] was stout and healthy and thus
mnoney, the value of the presents, and | would be too valuable as a servant to
of what they shall consist, is stipulated. | he given up. Upon her declaring that
Of thebetrothal money a part is paid | ghe would not be marriéd, though, she
down' iff order to bind the contraet, and | eventually did, her mother advised ther
the remainder at such time as deecided | ¢o hang herself, and even uraed her to
in the Written agreement. The presents | 4o so, Tt is not unusual for girls to
are sent at the time the bride is taken put an end to their lives sooner than to
Not very long -ag-, and
articles of food, of which fish, pork, and | not far from Swatow, to eseape such a
immense loaves of cake form important | fate, five girls, having fastened them-
items. These presents often amount | gelyes together with cords drowned
in value to $20,0r more,and are supposed | themselves,  This seems'very dreadiul,
to be sept in small portions to the | but indeed, if a woman does not want
friends of the recipients’ family. Tor|to marry, a single lite is considered so
a year after the betrothal the girl re- | disoraceful that evendeath is preferable.
mains with her mother, preparing her After a girl is married her duties,
wedding. outfit, and undergoing the ter- | not so much those of a wite s of a
rible torture of having her feet bound, | qanghter-in-law, begin. Paken ho no-
providing her ; future mother-in-law | tiee of by her husbandin the presence
wishes her son to have a small fooed | of others, she at once becomes the

ceremonies, taken to the bride-groom’s | 1y until the birth of spns'bring for her
horac, where the wedding feast, Listing | eonsideration and respeet,
several days, is given. - 6357 The life of a Chinese womnan cannot
Although the betrothal often ‘takes | he otherwise than 'sad: Neglected in
place a year beforé marriage it is not | infancy because she is agirk while yet
unusual for it to occur when the chil- of tender age made to bhear hq;lvy bur-
dren are yet very )'Ollﬂg. It is not un- dens such as Gu;fy*ng all d”y h)ng'her
usnal to hear a Tittle girl spokén of as | little hrother on her baeckysuflering for
a Ccrtili'l woman's future dﬂught(ﬂ'-iﬂ- l_‘)n;’!'“vc“ry months the almeost intoler-
law. The age of betrothal depends | yhle pain of foot-binding which leaves a
lurgely upon the civcumstances of the | heretofore robust girl thin - and weak,
parents.  Oftendebt makes it necessary | married at fifteen, and.often younger,
to seck a hasband for the danghter, not | to a man whom she has never secn; going
l\(:(:()l‘\“llg to the KHO!'}II qnﬂli(ica;ions of out of a loveless home il“O one with
the future son-in-law, but :lCCOl’di!lg Lo | still less love, and more hard.,hlp pro-
the price his parents may be able 1o | viding she is so unfortundte as. to bear
pay fora wife for iim.  Cn the other | only girls, her lot is sad imlee(t The-
hand, to obtain a dnughtcr-iu-law the hichest and only good to which a
parents frequently incur a debt which | Chinese woman can look forward is
burdens them for long years. Many | that she may have sons to respect and
cannot afford to get even the cheapest | honor her. :
kind of a wife for their son. There- The que'(_ion that na(nmﬂy rises iS,
fore it is not unusual for such to |« Can anything be done to brighten the
buy a little girl of six or seven years, lives of these women ?” Yes, one thing
of age and take her home fto bl’iﬂg up.| we may gurely do. We can b[iug or
as a daughter-in-law.  Such can easily | gend to them the gospel. One of Miss
be obtained for six or seven dollars. | Fielde's Bible women said to her a few
Those who cannot afford even this of- | days ago, “ Binee this religion has come
ten buy an infant from some Foundling | into my heart I have lost seven or eight
Home and bring it up. The children parts (tenths) of my gorrow,” and she
from this home are hawked through | had known much,
the street by a man who starts out in To the Christian women of Wast.
the morning with a basket of little girls | ¢rn lands is committed the sacred daty
a week or ten days old. As he criés | of sending light into the darkened lives
his babies through the town, any wo- | of our sisters in this distant Kast.
man who wishes a wife for her little | Would you know how this is being
son and is too poor to getit in any other | done? Look in an upper room in a
way looks through the basket, selects | small house within our Mission Com-
the brightest, and gives the man per- | pound and you will see, any day from
haps, a dollar. Often, also, little ones | nine o’clock until noon, Miss Fielde
who would otherwise be destroyed, are | surrounded by about twenty native
saved by a poor woman’s offering to | women. Five years ago the most of
take it and bring it up for her son. them were ignorant, superstitious wo-

wife. She is then, with appropriate | druidee. or rather, the slaveof the fami- |

1878.
: For th'('a'Christi;)r.n Messeﬁﬁ;eh

“Thy Will be Done.”

Strange language ! How unlike to
any of man’s natural aspirations. How
entirely foreign to any of this world’s
vernacular. Thelanguage is of heaven-
ly origin, and thence breathed back in-
to the ear of God.

It is the pinnacle of prayer’s loftiest
temple, almost too high to be shadow-
ed in the depths of the human soul.
This rentence may be considered as
the centre of a complete circle, the
key-stone of a perfect arch, the topmost
point of the highest summits in the
whole range of prayer. It is the very
climax of a prayer that comprehends,
though in a few, brief, simple senten-
ces, the whole compass of prayer. A
prayer so absolutely perfect, that inde-
pendent of  all other evidences, it is
sufficiept to prove. conclusively the Di-
vinity of its anthor. A prayer given
by our Saviour, as the model to his dis-
@ples, when they said, *“ Lord teach us
to pray.”’

The soul that cam without any re-
serve, and {rom its inmost depths, offer
this prayer, can reach no'higher attain-
ment. He needs no further lessons.
The highest point that can be possibly
reached, in this world, or, as far as we
¢an coneeive, in the world to come, is
to say fully, “ Thy will be done”” Not
even the highest note in -the ‘strain of
archangel or of seraphim, nor yet the
final prayer of the perfected Redcemer,
could rise higher than this,

The Apostle Paul’s - first prayer,
“ Lord what wilt thou have me to do,”
was but, the Alpha of the alphabet of
prayer of which * Thy will be done,”
13 the Omega. That prayer of his, al-
thongh arresting as it did the attention
of henven; a prayer at which we may
believe angelic harps grew cilent, was
but the key-note of a sublime life-
strain of devotion which finally culmin-
ated in the * earnest expectation and
hope that Christ may be magnified in
my body, whether by life, or by death.”
Between those two notes, so widely
separated in the Apostle’s experience,
with how many varying chords did his
soul throb ; nor was it till long years
of discipline had been experienced, that
he could thus calmly say, “I am now
ready to be offered.” Like his Divine
Master in the garden, with the cup
of - infinite bitterness in his hand,
“ Father, if it be possible let this cup
pass fom me, nevertheless, not as I will
but as Thou wilt.,”

Indeed, it may be questioned whether
He in whom the human and the Divine
were so mysterionsly united, who “ in-
creased in wisdom and- stature, and in
favour with God and man,” who was
made perfeet through suffering,” did

The betrothal once made, either by | men. In their various villages they

cannot legally be broken except by the | the Words of Life, and received them.
consent of all parties concerned, “One | By Miss Fielde they were gathered
of the girls in the school here was be- | into a class, taught the simple story of
trothed when very young, Afterwards | the Cross, and theén sent out, two and
her parents became Christians and then | twWo, to carry the glad news from house
felt they were doing wrong to marry | to house in hundreds of heathen v.nllages.
their daughter to°a heathen. But they Durmg the warm months of this sum-
had received ten dollars of the betroth- | mer Miss Fielde has brought them to-
al money, After having used, in vain, gqtber fqr further teacl:xng. 'I‘hen tbe’y
every argument in their power to induee “{‘“ agan go forth to do their Master’s
those to whom their child legally be- | bidding. These women receive, each,
longed to abandon their claim, they | two dollars a month. This is barely
sought Miss Fielde’s assistance, Miss | suflicient to buy their rice and clothing.
Fielde took the sum to which the prin. | .ven this they reccive only when they
cipal already received would have | work in villages other than their own.
amounted if put out at Compound In. | The money necessary for their support
terest, went to the boy's parents, and |is given by the Christian women of
besought them to accept this money and | America.
release the girl. This, they finally | Dear sisters of my native proviace,
consented todo,providing the girl’s par- | you find, I doubt not, ample opportuni-
ents would go through the streets de- | ty for expending all the mouey you ean
claring in a most humiliating way that | raise for missionary purposes, in the
they were guilty of a very great wrong | new mission stations of Cocanada,
in thus violating their contract. But | Yet, something you can also do for
release on such terms could yot, for a | Ching, You can pray God's blessing
moment be entertained ; therefore, the | to rest 'fo“ oll the efforts that are be-
matter stands as before. T_lwgtl her- | ing put forth for the evangelization of
self declares that she will never marry | this country with its four bundred mil-
PR T T uomdimw,dwbqubt:::;dc‘?q
It is by no means unususl. for. the | Humber have even heard" there 'is o
duaghter (0 rebol againat marsying the :} This then 1 “carnestly ask
man selected for ‘her. Last year a|of Sormra A, Norwoon.

.

heathen girl in one of the country diss | - Swakew; Ohina, dug. 10, 1878,

the payment of money or by adoption, | heard from the lips of the missionary |

not also reach, through the same pro-
' cess of discipline as ourselves, that com-
plete submission, self-surrender, and
devotedness to his Father. Or, whether
at any previous period in his earthly
history, he was prepared to have said,
under exactly similar circumstances,
and as he did say in the Garden of
Gethsemane, ** Not as I will, but as
Thou wilt.” Sauffice it for us, that
his hour was not yet .come. nor was he
till then, similarly tested. And so let
it be enough for us, that He who  is
able to make all grace abound,” and
has promised, “ As thy days, so shall
thy strength be,” will yet enable each
and every child of his, to say, out of a
full heart, and with all that it involves,
—*Thy will be done.”

It is said, that when the refiner sees
his image in the silver, and the seeth-
ing mass becomes still in the fiery cruci-
ble, he takes it out. And so with us,
when from our hearts we have learned
to offer truly this prayer, the fires of
discipline for us will cease, and lifting
us quickly to himself, our * Refiner”
will say “ it is enough.”

w’ HD 1).

————-

A ‘ cﬁmo"Swa h.p‘nb:en
fined five 8 a d.yf'g- fi ty-five
days, and o‘mungc cting to serve
out lime juice during the voyage be-
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For the Christian Messenger.

__ CaxniNg, Sept. 24,1878,
Dear Bro,—
I herewith forward, by request of the
Sabbath School Convention,the Address
of Welcome presented by the Pereaux
Baptist Sabbath Schoo!, throngh Bro.
W. Manning Sandford, the writer, for
publication in the Christian Messenger.
We were sorry you were not not pres-
ent. We had a very agrecable time,
and hope that an advance will be seen
all along the line as the result.
Yours truly,

S. MARrcH.

Central Association Sabbath
! School Convention.

Address wff Welcome by W. Manning
Sandford, on behalf of Pereaux Bap-
tist S. School.

Mr. PreESIDENT, DELEGATES OF THE
SABBATH SCHOOL CONVENTION,
AND FELLOW-WORKERS,CHRISTIAN
FRIENDS :

I bave been selected on behalf of
the Upper Pereaux Baptist Sabbath
School to extend to you a hearty weld
come to our community end ° the
hospitality of our . home, ' ddring
your'stay among us. We were mach
gratified when you responded to our in-
vitation,~-given —last year; tohold
the Sabbath School Convention in

L Pereaux. "We were glad to be recog-

nized as engaged in the same holy
cause with yourselves,—pleased with
the opportunity afforded of mutually
considering and promoting Sabbath
School work.

We hail your advent, dear Brethren,
to this Convention with emotions of
culiar joy, and sentiments of unalloyed
satigfaction,. We welcome you be-
cause of the information you can sap-
ply, and the inspiration you can impart.
Looking at some of thesgrandest issues
of this heaven-born movement we are
forced to exclaim, “ If you do not meet
at the specific bidding of a divine law,
you do meet with the clear assurance of
Divine smypathy. 1f there is com-
mandment from heaven requiring you
to come together, there is no approba-
tion"in heaven that you are here to de-
liberate upon the glorions work com
mitted to your hands, and endeavour
to secure its best resolts. If this Bap-
tist Sabbath school Convention be not
a divine institution, and its meeting
with the Sabbath School under the aus-
pices of the 5th Baptisat Church of Corn-
wallis, a divine appointment, it is
made by men, by whom the Divine
blessing has been earnestly solicted,
and to whom that blessing has beer
promised and guaranteed.

For over 35 years a Sabbath School
has been in successful operation in this
community, and although many of the
early supportérs are now gone to their
eternal reward, the movement they in-
augurated in this locality has contin-
ued to exist with.unabated vigor up to
the present moment ; although compara,
tively unnoticed we have not been un-
mindful of our duty and have sought
with interest the valued aid of other
minds to give impetus to the noble
work to which we have set our hands
and strength of . will to main.
tain and carry out the suggestions and
improvements which this progressive
age demaunds. Possessed with these
feelings of fraternal regard for Sun-
day School workers and coadjators, we
heartily repeat You are Welcome. We
welcome you as a body of Christian
workers animated by a holy and lofty
enthusiasm, possessing the spirit of
Christ, which is essentially the spirit
of work. Lo be a Christian is to be a
worker, for strange and anomalous
would be the position of a church with-
out this agency, the material for its
future church lie in its Sabbath Schoel
its best building material are drawn
therefrom, therefore the Sunday School
ought to be the pride of the church as
these are committed to its fostering
care and influence. Some of the dear-
est interesis of our homes and hearts ;
and to you Christian workers is coms,
mitted a sacred truth,—a relponublhty
of deepest import ; as to the manner, in

tween Bombay and Rangoon.

which you deal with this work,-influenee
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