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f8uxpay, June Oh, 1878. —Daniel in | 
the Lions’ Den.—Daniel vi. 14 23. 

Covnir 10 MEMORY: Verses 20-22. 

GowveN Texr.—“My God hath sent | 
his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that they have not hurt me.”— | 
_Daniel vi. 22, 

Day Reapings.—Monday, Daniel vis | 
1-30. Tuesday, Mark vi. 7-29. Wed- | 
pesday, 1 Samuel xvii. 20-54. -Thurs- | 
day, Job i. Friday, Matt xxvii. 1-25. 
Saturday, I Samuel xxiv. Sunday, Ps. 
xvii 

Lasssoy OvrLINg.— I. Darius entrapped. 
Ve. 14. Il. The unalierable law. Vs. 
15. II1. Daniel in the lions’ den. Vss. 
16, 17. IV. Sleeplessness of the king. 
Vs. 18. V. Daniel's deliverance. Vss. 

19-23 

QuesTioNs.—Why did Darius continue 
Daniel in honor? Who were envious of 
him? What was done to draw him into 
the net of his enemies? Vss. 11-13, 

Ve. 14. Why - was Darius “sore dis- 
eased with himself”? With whom in 

Testament times is this displeasure 
tly compared? Matt. xiv. 9; xxvii. 
% What advantage had Herod and 

Vs. 15 Did these men love law, or 
hate Daniel ? 

Ve. 16. What events may Darius have 
beard about? Chap. iii. 

Vs. 17. What did the double sealing 
prove ? 

Vs. 18. Which gives the sweeter sleep, 
right or wrong action? Ps. exxvii. 2. 

Ves. 19-23. How was Daniel delivered? 
What became of his accusers ? Vs. 24; 
Ps. vii. 15, 16. 

After conquering Babylon, Darius eon- 
tinued Daniel, now upward of eighty 
years of age, in honor, for his personal 
merit and fitness for business. This was 

an example of civil service worthy of 

imitation in every age. The true secret, 
however, cf Daniel's prosperity was his 
steadfast godly character. He was kept 
im power for being an oak, and not a 
willow. Nevertheless, he had jealous ad- 

versaries, who, im the absence of exist- 

ing law, contrived to make one that 
would operate against him. “The three 

Hebrew youths had been thrown into 

the fiery furnace for not committing a 
known sin. Daniel would be cast into 

the lions’ den rather than omit a known 

duty." 

Exrosition.—1. Historical Explana- 

tions.—The date of this lesson is near 

that of the last, as Darius ruled in | 

Babylon only two years, Probably the 

emphatically, was laboring. 

' nezzar, in his relation to the “ three 

self. His displeasure at the conspira- 
tors seems to have been less than his 

vexation at himself that he had allowed | 
himself to become their dupe, in sign- 
ing their decree (vss. 4-9). He was | 

also troubled in view of the future, as | 
he saw that he was in danger of losing | 
the one only man on whom he could | 
rely perfectly in governing. Sel his | 
heart on. Daniel «to deliver him. Deter | 

mined to do so. Self interest, con- | 

science, patriotism, affection—all com- 

bined to make him hearty in the effort. 

He labored, etc. More exactly and 

He tried | 
to hit on some expedient to save him ; 

turning hifher and thither, as the origi- 
‘nal suggests. There is a striking differ- 
‘énce between this king and Nebuchad- 

worthies.,” He was the prime mover, 

and absolute autocrat; but here the 
king is first in the hands of the con- 

spirators, and then in the hands of the 

Medo-Persian custom ; and so not doing 
his own will in either the first or the last 

step. 

Verse 15.—This explains why he had 

need thus to labor—why he did not cut 
the knot at once by pardoning Daniel. 
We must remember. that Darius was 
king only by .'permission, and hence 
might, on accusation to Cyrus, have lost 

at once his head and his office, if he 

had not honored the Medo-Persian tradi 
tion. He knew well that Daniel's ac- 
cusers to him would become his accusers 
to Cyrus. 

Verse 16.— Then the king commanded, 
etc.—When the dilemma was, “I must 
do right and live, or I must do wrong 
and die "—he would not question for a 
moment. Neither did Daniel ; only 
Darius took the one alternative, Daniel 
the other. The den of lions. New- 
man’s “Thrones and Palaces of Nineveh,” 
says “In a depression, four feet deep, 
was found a lion, of dark gray granite, 
ten feet long, standing over a man with 
outstretched arms. Here, no doubt, 
was the lions’ den into which Daniel 
was thrown, and the sculptured lion, 
with a man beneath, unharmed, was to 
commemorate the wonderful deliver 
ance of the prophet.” Thy God, etc, 
he will deliver thee. So he wished it 
might be, but clearly feared it would 
not be. The knowledge of God's mira- 
culous interpositions for his servants, 
had doubtless come to him from Daniel, 
if not from others. 

Verse 17.— The king sealed, etc.—Seal: 
ing was more common than with us. 

The seal of the lords was affixed to events of our lesson were in the early 

part of that reign, and hence B. ©". 528 
or 537. 

Of Darius, the Median. Till lately it | 
was the fashion to identify him with | 
Cyaxares II, the son of Astyages. In | 
the great prophecy of Isaiah, it is Cyrus | 
that takes Babylon ; and even in Daniel, | 
the Persians are the conquerors. . . | 
There are “ many arguments in favor of | 
identifying Darius with Astyages, for- 

merly king of Media, but nearly twenty 

! 

subsequently treated with the greatest | 

honor. The weak character of that As. | 
tyages agrees entirely with the impul- | 
sive and vascillating conduct of Darius 

. toward Daniel and his enemies.” This 

Astyages or Darius was thus, by appoint. | 

ment of Cyrus, ruler of the eeonguered 

Babylonia, but not of the whole now 

dominant world-empire of Medo-Persia, 

With such restriction must this sixth | 

chapter be understood. 

The position of Daniel, under this 

king. needs to be explained ; he had 
been in dishonor, or at least obscurity, 

under the successors of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and only by the miraculous interposition 
and judgment of God was, at the last 
moment, raised to “the third place in 
the kingdom.” The knowledge of that 
dishonor, and especially of its causes, | 
and of the related cause of his final | 

promotion, would be a ground of pro | 

motion by Darius, while the capaeity, | 
efficiency, and integrity of his adminis- 

tration after promotion were so excep- 
tional, and so pleasing to the king, as | 
to lead him-to purpose, and doubtless 

to express the purpose, to advance him 
still further. Daniel was, at this time, 
probably about eighty-five years old. 

He lived at least four years longer. 
(x."1.) 

II. Textual Explanations.— Verse 14. 
ww When he heard these words.—The 
words of the official conspirators, by 
which Daniel was shown to have dis 

' make sure that the king did not inter 

whether God had really saved Daniel. 
| Lamentable voice. 

- sawing life. 

‘use of phrases in their current estab. 
' lished sense, in distinction from their 
literal meaning. Sent his angel. Whether 
this is or ie not to be taken literally, it 

imnocency. A believing and obedient 

doubt the conspirators were speedily 

fere in their absence. 

Verse 18.—Fasting.—Because of his 
great distress of mind—his grief, vexa- 
tion, possibly remorse. Behold on the 
one hand this king, on the other that 
Daniel ; and” remember, too, the suc- 
cessful conspirators. Which would you 
choose to be? 

Verses 19, 20. — Very early. — So 
anxious. Went in haste. Doubtless 
alone, or at least not attended by his 
conspiring officers. He wanted to know 

Showing his fear of 
the result. Servant of the living God. 
As having and giving, and therefore 

A recognition of Daniel's 
view of God, as being, at least, perhaps 
right, | 

Verses 21, 22.— Live for ever.—Ex- 
pression of loyalty, and justifying the 

refers the salvation to God. Before him 

spirit, as toward God. Before thee, ete: 
He denies not his disobedience of the 
command, but the disloyalty of his 
spirit, and the wrongfulness of disobedi- 
ence in such case for such a cause, 

Verse 23. — Commanded, etc. — No 

summoned, that they might see their 
own seal broken, and their own doom 
sealed. No manner of hurt. Compare 
iii. 25. A perfect salvation. Because 
he believed, etc. See Heb, xi. 33. 

111. Principles Inoulcated.~1. Integ- 

2. Buccess' breeds ehvy, and envy 
plots mischief. 

3. It is duty to obey God rather than 
man, a4 whatever risk, 

4. God will cause the way of duty to 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

obeyed the king's commandment. (Ves. ' 5. The tender mercies of the wicked | 
12,13. Was sore displeased with him- are cruel alike to their instruments and 

their victims, as here, to Darius and to 
Daniel. 

6. Weakness has often its root in 
wickedness, and brings to the weak, 
punishment, and to others calamity, 

7. The righteous shall, at the last, ap- 
pear in glory, with a complete salvation. 

8. The wicked shall perish for his 
wickedness and in his wickedness, and 
there shall be none to help. 
— Abridged from the Baptist Teacher. 

SuNpay, May 16th, 1878.—Messiah’s 
| Kingdom.— Daniel vii. 9-14. 

GorpeNx Text.— “Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever; the sceptre of thy 
kingdom is a right sceptre.”—Psalm 
xlv. 6, 

~The Story of the Bible Lesson. 

FOR THE PRIMARY OLASS, 

The one hundred and twenty princes 
and the presidents over whom Darius 
had set Daniel were envious and hated 
him, and tried to get him into disgrace 
with the king. But though they watched 
him closely, he was so faithful that they 
never saw him do anything wrong. Then 
they said to each other, “ We shall find 
no fault against this Daniel, unless we 
find it about the law of his God.” They 
knew that he often prayed to his God , 
80 they went to King Darius, and asked 
him to make a law that no one should 
pray or ask a favor of any god or man, 
for thirty days, but himself. Darius 

not to change it. But, though Daniel 
knew that the writing was signed, he 
still went on praying, as before—not 
with his face toward the sun, as those 
heathen did—but toward Jerusalem and 
the Temple he loved so well, and hoped 
that, some day, his people might ~ see 
again. He prayed at the same hours 
when the morning and evening sacrifices 
used tdbe offered at the Temple—that 
is, at nine o'clock and at three o'clock, 
and again at noon: The wicked men 
quickly found it out, and as quickly told 
the king, who was now sorry he had 
made such a law. He loved Daniel, and 
set his heart on finding some way to 
deliver him. Read the words of the 
lesson, to see what he did. 

Houtls Department. 
Boys make Men. 

When you see a ragged urchin 
Standing wistful in the street, 

With torn hat kneeless trous 
Dirty face and bare red feet, 

Pass not by the child unheeding ; 
Smile upon him. Mark me, when 

He's grown old he'll not forget it ; 
For remember, boys make men. 

Have you never seen a grandsire, 
With his eyes aglow with joy, fu 

Bring to mind some act of kindness— 
Something said to him, a boy ? 

Or, relate some slight or coldness, 
With a brow all clouded, when 

He recalled some heart too thoughtless 
To remember boys make men 

Let us try to add some pleasure 
To tl.e life of every boy ; 

For each child needs tender interest 
In its sorrow and its joy. 

Call your boys home by its brightness : 
They avoid the household when 

[t is cheerless with unkindness, 
For remember, boys make men. 

Outdone by a Boy, 

A lad in Boston, rather small for his 
years, works in an office as errand boy 
for four gentlemen who do business 
there. Ome day the gentlemen were 
chaffing him a little about being so smalls 
and said to him : 
“You never will amount to much, 

you never can do much business, you 
are too small,” 
The little fellow looked at them : 
“Well,” said he, “as small as | am, | 

can do something which none of you 
four men can do.” 
“Ah, what is that 7" said they. 
“1 don't know as I ought to tell you,” 

he replied. But they were anxious to 
know, and urged him to tell what he 
could do that none of them were able to 
do. 
I can keep from swearing! said the 

little fellow. There were some blushes 

end in safety. 

foolishly made such a law, and promised | 

| 

Home Happiness. 

get at home. Some of you will get! 
pleasure in the theater, and some of | 
you will get delight in the church ; but | 
happiness you will find only at home. | 
The independence that comes to a man 
when his work is over, and he feels he 
has run out of the storm into the quiet 
harbor of home where he can rest in 
peace with his family, is something real. 
It does not make much difference 
whether you own your house or whether 
you have only one little room in that 
house, you can make that one little 
room. a true home to you.. You can 
people it with such moods, you can turn 
to it with such sweet fancies, that it will 
be fairly luminous with their presence, 
and will be to you the very perfection 
of a home. Against this home none of 
you should ever transgress, You should 
always treat each other with courtesy. 
It is often not so difficult to love a per- 
80D as it is to be courteous to them: 
Courtesy is of greater value and a 
more royal grace than some people 
seem to think. If you will but be 
courteous to each other you will soon 
learn to love each other more wisely. 
profoundly, not to say lastingly, than 
you ever did before.— Murray. 

man a 4 

A Hvuer BaLwooN.—The dimensions of 
M. Giffard’s captive baloon, which is 
being constructed in Paris, are 180 feet 
by 118 feet. e car will contain fi 
ory and the cable will be above 2, 

feet long. 
tm sn 

TEMPERANCE. 

( Published by special request.) 

A Call 

From the Windsor Temperance Reform 
Club, and the othr Temprance Or- 
ganizations in Windsor and vieinity, 
by and with the advice of their United 
General Council-board comprising min- 

isters of several congregations and 
- members representing all Churches, 
duly appointed. : 

Knowing that every well disposed 
person in our community is desirous of 
seeing the cause of temperance in all its 
forms; well supported, both for the good 
of individuals, and society in general, 
the members of the Reform Club and 
other Temperance bodies make bold to 
approach you upon the subject. i 
Our present object is to solicit from 

you a careful, well-weighed consideration 
of the evils attending the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors, and the blessings attend 
ing abstinence therefrom. Will you 
not kindly consider how much you may 
do in this good work, ‘and how much 
your simply holding aloof may damage 
it? It is well to weigh thé teaching of 
our Divine Master; “ He that gathereth 
not with me scattereth abroad.” Con- 
sider that each oné of us has an influence 
upon others, and that for that influence 
he is responsible to his Heavenly Father, 
Consider that though your keeping aloof 
mov influence but another, that other 
infinences still another, and soon inde. 
finii-ly. Consider that men are in- 
flue ced largely for good or for evil by 
pop. ‘ar movements, and that every one 
com  ¢ decidedly on the side of Tew- 
per. e at this critical juncture is help- 
ing '0 extend the popularity of the 
moy. ment. Consider how much posi: 
tive -ood may be done by one person 
leavi ig the ranks of neutrality and be- 
com: 1g an active supporter of the 
caus. Consider how many calls there 
are 10 every one to give this hearty co- 
operation. God's law, which enjoins 
“ Loving our neighbor as ourselves,” 
calls us ; our churches all call us; hu: 
manity every where calls us. The cries 
of the suffering, the injured, the im. 
perilled, fathers and mothers, wives and 
children, and ' the victims themselves 
when moved ‘by remorse to better 
thoughts, call us. Say not “ Am I my 
brother's keeper ?” 
God, in His providence, has of late 

been raising up faithful helpers of both 
sexes, and honoring their labors with 
gre t success; but these are not suffici. 
ent for the work to be done, While 
many remain indifferent they are virt- 
LR upon God's work the ban 

on himself and his house, or repeat our 

science binds him to theow into" cue 
scale on the Temp: at least 
his paral infubned £1 but to 

Probably nineteen-twentieths of the | Jos. 
happiness you will ever have you will | 

JUNE 5, 1%18, 

& apres andence, 
a 

For the Christian Messenger, 
United States Correspondence. 

WasuiNgron, D. C,, May 21, 1878, 
The last few weeks have been strongly 

'76, when the common and general salu. 
tation was in the form of the question, 

|“ Are you going to the Centennial 
Now it is, “ Are you going to Paris?” 
Perhaps more people will attend the 

anywhere else in the United States. in 
| proportion to the population. It is 
even within the reach of Department 
clerks to go across the water, since such 
arrangements have beer made that one 
can go for two months for less than 
$200, which includes all expenses. The 
clerks are entitled to one month's ab. 
sence without their salaries stopping, 
and can easily obtain an additional 
month's eave without pay. And so all 
our little world is going abroad. The 
moment Congress adjourns our legisla- 
tors with their families will start in a 
body, for, poor things ! they feel as if 
they were already in need of rest for 
recuperation, 
A correspondent who has gone from 

New York to the French Capital to 
“write up the Exhibition” gives an 
account the reverse of glowing of our 
exhibit there. He says the American 
portion will be the laughing-stock of the 
whole Exposition and a disgrace to our 
Republic. He adds that Commissioner 
General McCormick, who has charge of 
the United States’ interests there, has 
done the best he could with the paltry 
appropriation granted, and is depending 
very much upon paint yet to be applied 
for the appearance. of the U. 8, Build: 

has resided in Paris for years, writes us 
that England's department is interest. 
ing and the nearest ready of any, and 
“ next to England, her go-ahead daugh- 
ter, the United States, promises to come 
out ‘a good second,’ notwithstanding 
her tardiness in participating. Most of 

things in order.” ‘ She mentions Prang's 
chromos, Blabon & Co's oilcloths, and 
other displays, adding: “ But it is al- 
most impossible to see anything to ad. 
vantage, owing to the busy hurrying to 
and fro, and the excitemen{ that per: 
vades the representatives of our irre- 
pressible nationality.” 

Congress has been in session almost 
continuously sinee last October, and 
history asserts that no previous Congress 
has ever attempted so much and accom. 
plished so little in the same period of 
time as the one now in session. Of 
nearly 6,000 bills that have been intro. 
duced, not over 100 have passed both 
Houses and become law, and of these 
but half a dozen or so are of a general 
nature and in behalf of the national 
interest. 

Whether or not the loud Communistie 
mutterings heard all over the land, and 
growing fiercer and louder each week, 
will amount to anything more than 
growling and teeth-snapping threats re- 
mains to be seen and experienced, 
But one thing is certain, powers not 
faintly smouldering exist that could 
execute the threats, and those who 
know say that the power to stop that 
execution does not exist. 
There are many reasons why the 

army and navy of the United States 
should be in ite very best strength and 
condition just now. Everybody knows 
at least, that the country is literally 
swarming with tramps, vagrants and. 
under-paid laborers, who are more than 
ready to join any lawless movement 
against right and authority, Then, the 
Indians are promising us more trouble. 
Mexico is already giving it, there is 
prospect of an extensive European war, 
in case of which we must be more or 
less implicated, Fenians, and threaten: 
ing in Canada, and surely our military 
force would scarcely be deemed efficient 
for all these should they come upon us 
at once. There is no question but the 
country’s chief executive should be 
vested with power to increase our army 
in an emergency by at least | ( 
men, and to have on the stocks a few 

ag in will than him- | 

tor, N. 8, May, 1878, | 

suggestive of the spring and summer of 

Paris Exposition from here than from 

ing. But our own Luey H. Hooper, who 

her show-cases are up and many of the 
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