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Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday.

For the Christian Messenger.
“ Beyond.”

BY 0. WEED.

Friend, standing here upon time’s shore,

Where you might oft hear ocean’s roar,

Dost know there is land lying o'er,
Beyond the wave.

Now think a moment, tell me true,

If on a ship with noble crew, |

You sail to make the passage through,
To yonder shore,

Then on the e waves run high,

And winds blow wild with clouded sky;

The ship is foundering ‘by-and&)fy.
From stress of gale,

The captain seeing danger near,
. Calls all his crew the boats to clear,
'S Then calls each passenger Draw near,
- Take boats for life.

o8 Now you refuse to heed the call,

- The boats are manned, there's room! for

.0 % all ; § )

ab The ospt:in shouts N?iwl ovez_')l;:sul, -

And launch to sea. r 54 93
' by the teaching and example of our | Could we with ink the ocean fill,

Lord to cherisha sensitive regard for [ 404 Wete the heavens of parchment

the welfare of our fellow-men. Of | ¥ - :

course, w2 haye to blame them for :l:dexgysg: :’;ceggihba' ‘%?;g, .

their wrong-doing. We must bewgre of ) i

What t}hml; you now, would' be your
ate

X A sinking ship, alas ! too late |

The chance is gone, for none dare wait,
. - With such delay. :
tations of orthodoxy, but less awful than
the Seriptures legitimately interpreted
would lead them to conclude. '

But stop ! the lifeboat’s drawing nigh,

Some one on board must hear your cry,

A Saviour heard your breathing sigh.
Will you be saved ?

Then look to Jesus. He alone,
Ly Has made your case just as his own,
As Mediator did atone

SOME RECENT CRITICISMS CRITICISED.

In view of His tears we cannot but
some recent utterances, which,
because of the source from which they
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The Saviour's tears attest the re-
ality of the sinner's danger. The clear
recognition of this is the mainspring of
such evangelistic efforts as this society
contemplates, and there is all the more
reason for our dwelling on ‘it from the
fact that a spirit is now abroad—a
charitable or catholic spirit it claims to
be—which is fitted to repress the re-
vival of evangelistic seal, which we
now happily witness, and to take all
pith and heart out of the Church’s ef-
forts for the conversion of the world,
and, in fact, to dry up entirely those
feelings by which throughout all ages,
such efforts have been sustained.

UNSCIENTIFIC VAGARIES AND OVER-
| WISE RELIGIONISTS.

Scientific men, we think, erred
greatly, recklessly violating their
own principles, and leaping to a
conclusion in the most unseienti-
fic manner, when, having foupd ' the
begincing of life in the protoplasm,
or primordial cell, they attributed top
matter the power of spontaneous gene-
ration, or as one of them announced
from the seat of authority, “all the posi
bilities and potentialities of life.” This
conclusion, as the result of subsequent
investigations, they are already com-
pelled to abandon, the authority referr-
ed to having recently de _** that
no shred of trustworthy experimental
ztig;ony exists to prove that life in our
lay has ever appeared inde ndeptly
of ‘antecedent lpe.” This q‘;twion;.
after the déclaration ag to the poter
of matter, ‘Which so startled the
ious world, must be somewhat m
ing, one would say, to who

it, and may convince igious
ybo‘mugtmpeymmmd
et iy thochd’
s iy’ mw‘?a.f
ligion than they areapt to suppose, and

-

means ; and it may further be
argued that beeause the words in ques-
tion have come to bear a too harsh sig-
nificance,they ought vot to be used. But
it cannot be denied after all that what
they represent means something awful
and it ill behoves the Christian teacher
to speak in such a manner as to leave
the i that there is nothing be-
hind them, and to lead men to say ex-
ultingly, as we have heard them say,
that it is something to know that there
is no hell or damnation or eternal suffer-
ing. 'When it is said that there is' o
such word as hell in Seripture, it shoald
also be said that it is difficult fo find &
word of meaning which will serve ‘db
an equivalent of the original, snd as
representative of the thing to which it
is applied. Whether there bea hell or
not, there is a place and state to which
our translators have applied the word,
because they could fine no one more
suitable. There is a Gehenna fire into
which the wicked are cast, where their
worm dieth mot, and the fire is not
quenched ; there is “outer darkness,
where there is weeping and gonashing of
teeth,” to which the wicked are consign-
ed ; there is “ & lake burning with fire
and brimstone” ; there is aHades where
men are tormented in flames. On the
wicked, God * rains, snares, fire, brim-
stone, and am horrible: tempest, and
that shall be the portion of their cup " ;
there is “ indignation and wrath, tribu-
lation and anguish, on  every soul of
man that-doeth evil.” Whether there
be damnation or not, there is certainly
condemnation, and ne one can say that
that means anything less awfol, It is
associated: with ithe- wrath - of ' Ged;
for he ** that believeth not is condem
med: already, and- the ‘wrath. of God
abideth on him,” iAnd damnation cai-
wot be anything worse than- that may

thése are notis woral feclings.

imply.

men, stirring the deepest fountains of
feeling, should move us to benevolent
and self-deaying efforts for their welfare.
The spirit which the Saviour breathed

on this occasion’' ' was that in which His

mission originated. The spirit led Hip
not only to shed tears over sinners, but
to lay down his life for their sakes. Is
there any reason why He should not
be our pattern in this. His Divinity,
it impossible that, in
we ¢iti be a8 He was, But
Com-
# possible tb the human as well as
the Divine. The Saviour’s tears sprang
edpecially from the lower side of His
two-fold vatiire. " 'He had taken upon
Him our re, that he might be
téuiched with the feelings of our infirmi-
ties, and capable of sympathy with us.
And it is as the sympathizing brother,
no less than the compassionate God,
that He is now presented to our eon-
templation,

LOVE IN ACTION.

How becoming such compassion is |
—more worthy of His approval than
either a sound creed or strict ceremon-
ial observances, the Lord shows when
he tells of the poor man who fell among
thieves on the way to Jericho,and was
left wounded, and naked, and half dead.
The first to pass that way 'was the
lordlz priest, full of sacerdotal dignity,
8 n with self-importance a8 one ac-
customed to come between ''Ged and
His fellows. From this office it might
have been ex that he would be
forward t6 help thie unfortunate vietim
of lawless violenee’; and; probably, the
poor man's’ hopes were raised when ke
saw him drawing nigh. ' But the priest
thought more of his own comfort and
convenience 'than the distress of ‘the
wounded and dying , .
be embarrassing to  him; ‘no ‘doubt; to
have such a man on his hands. A le-

some thi

‘man.' | ‘wouald

the throne of God. Angels will
come it into their ranks as a co
pot unworthy to stand by their side.
For that soul—fallen and degraded as
it may be now—that soul is in point of
nature, and capability, and possible
destiny, a brother of angels, and 4 child
of God. Such souls are not to be re-
garded with contempt, nor with indig-
pation merely, but with mingled pity
and respect—pity for what they are,
respect for what they have been, and
ma({ yet again become. We must feel
and act towards them as our Master
did, when He sat down to eat, and in
various ways associated with publicans
and sinners, recognising a son of Abra-
ham, in Zaccheus the robber, and a
daughter of Eve in one of the most
abandoned of her sex; and when the
prospect of what awaited éven His
morderers moved Him to tears. In-
stead of turning coldly away from them,
or haughtily frowning on them, we
must seek to find out the most suscepti-
ble part of their nature, and make our
appeal to that. And we may hope
through the Divine blessing to be suc-
cessfal in' the greatest works which
mortals can attempt.
The Gospel is good

raph’s flight, and take its place b{
wel-
on

tidings of great

joy unto all people. And good tidings,

of great joy are tidings which impart
joy to those who hear and receive them
as true. It is a question 'of great im-
portance for us to-day whether the
Gospel we preach be ‘of that nature?
It is fitted to give a man joy in God
‘the moment it' reaches him, without
getting him to do sométhing 'in and for
himqﬁf as the condition of that joy?
Doéd it tell him' that about God'which
there and ther is fitted to'make him

Divitie feelings’ towards 'him 7' Of one

‘One thihg we may be ‘certain, and 'that

“in ‘God-=must thake 'him glad if
mva,%amk of what R‘wﬂsgbf the

with the urgency of the need, and the
grandeur of the aim ! “ O Zion, that
bringest good tidings, get thee up into
the high mountains ; O Jerusalem, that
bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice
with strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ;
say unto the cities of England, Behold
your God !

The London May Meetings.

SECOND ARTICLE.

In our last we noticed the Anniver-
gary of the London Baptist Union, and,
that on the morning of the 1st Inst.
the friends of Baptist Foreign Mis-
gions took Breakfast together as pre-
lizninary to the meetings of the Society
during the day.

The speaking afterwards was largely
in reference to the evangelization of
Af¥ica to which so much of public at-
tention has of late keen called. This
dark land is now being made the
theatre of missionary effort by several
of the great Societies.

The ehairman after speaking of the
country and people generally said : °

My Christian friends, there is a river
—call it the Tar, the Congo, the Luala-
ba, the Livingstonia, or what you will
~whose benks teem with populations
and tribes to whom the glad tidings of
great joy are utterly strange—whose
homes and hearts have never been
visited | by the saving and sanctifying
influenges  of the Gospel of Christ. To
us, in happy contrast, * there i a river,
the streams whereof make glad the, city
of God,” and adopting the 'paraphrase
of ,the poet of the sanctuary— .| . .
- That-sacred stream, Thy holy Woed.

is that the representation of God, which

I ask you to co-operate with us in
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