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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.
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The Christion Ressenger.

Bible Lessons for 1878.
SuNDAY, June 2nd, 1878.—The Hand-
writing on the Wall.—Dan. v. 22-31.

Coyyit 10 MEMORY : Verses 25-28.

Gotpen Texr.— “Texer; Thou art
weighed in the balanges, and art found
wanting.”’—Daniel v. 27.

DaiLy Reapings.-—Monday, Daniel iv.
Tuesday, Daniel v. Wednesday, Exodus
xii. 21-31. Thursday, Acts xii. 2023,
Friday, Jeremish 1. Saturday, Proverbs

Lmsson OurLing.—I. The accusation.
Ves, 22-24. II. The Handwriting. Vs.
2. 1II. Theinterpretation. Vss. 26-28.
IV. Daniel promoted.  Vs. 29. V. The
kéngdom departed. Ves. 30, 31.

Questions.— How long did Nebuchad-
neegar reign ? What lessons were taught
him ? Did these have any influence for
good upon his successors? What suec-
eessor was particularly worldly and im-
%ous' ?  What great feast did he make?

hat ‘sacrilege did he commit ? Vs. 3.

Vs. 22. Why should Belshazzar have
Jed a humble life? Why is sin against
light a grievous thing?  Luke xii. 47, 48.

' Vs. 23. What judgment does Daniel

oxv. 4-1.
Ve. 24. Was all the hand visible ?

Ve. 25. What was the meaning of
each of the words written ?

Ve. 29. In keeping his what
may Belshazzar have *é oped to do? Why
was his hope unrealised ? Why does
Paniel now accept what before he hid
pefused ? Vs, 17.

Vs. 30. What Scripture is here ful-
filled ? Prov x. 25, 27.

Vs. 31. What kingdom now is in-
troduced ? Which one of the four was
it as seen in the dream of Nebuchad-
nezzar ? What two are to follow ?

We see men under the influence of
strong drink doing strange and impious
things? Why is their: punishment de-
layed ? 2 Peter iii. 9.

The many ways of access God has to
the conscience of men. Vs. 5.—~The
effects of the terror of a guilty con-
science. Vs. 6.—The disclosure of the
judgment-day. Rev. vi. 17.—In what
the merit of the righteous, when
K weighed in the balances,” consists.
1 John ii. 1. |

Nebuchadnezzar died in the year s. c.

1, at ap advanced age, having reigned
Eeyem. J But the lessong which he. had,
n taught, in dreams, in miracles
(iii. 28), and in personal humiliation
(vi. 30-37), were lost upon his succes-
sors, who gave themselves up to volup-
tuous indulgence. This was particularly
true of Belshazzar, the last king of
Babylon, who began to reign B. 0. 555.
This impious king at one of his feasts
(B. 0. 538) profaned the vessels that had
been brought from the temple in Jeru-
salem, and thereby filled up the mea-
sure of his sins. v. 1-4. Immediately a
divine hand wrote his doom upon the
wall. It was the last night of Baby-
lon’s greatness, and ‘ impressively illus-
trates the tendency of sensuality to im-
piety, and the hopeless ruin which en-
sues.” The same narrative brings Daniel
before us in the vigor and glory of his

ExrositioN.— 1. Historical Ezxplana-
tion.— The interpal of time between our
last and our present lesson has been
about 40 years. Of this time 23 years
have been occupied by the reign of the
sugcessors of Nebuchadnezzar. Their
names in the order of their reigning are
Evil-merodach (2 years), Nerigliazar (33
years), Laharosoarchad (§ year), Nabon-
adius [or Nabonidus] (17 years), and
associated with the latter his son Belsh-
azzar for the last two years of his reign.
Of these the first was son of Nebuchad. 1
neszzar ; the second, a nephew; the
¢hird, a son of this nephew; and the
fourth, according to Geo. Rawlinsen, not
of the royal family, The successors of
Nebuchadnezzar are, however, all called
his sons, beivg such officially. Jer. xxvii.
7; 2 Chron. xxxvi.20. That Belshazzar
is 80 constantly called the son of Nebu
chadnezzar by the queen-mother, and by
Daniel, in Daniel v. is due partly to the
celebrity of Nebuchadnezzar, and, also,
particularly to the relation of the events
of that chapter to those of Nebugchad.
nezzar’s reign. oy

The destruction of Babylon has been
the subject of frequent, extended,
-minute, solemn, spblime, and terrible
prophecies. The predictions of Lsaiah
@re in chaps.  xiii, xiv, xxi, xli-xlyi,
uttered 175 years before the event: See
also Jer. xxv. 1214; L Ji. In these

destruction was to come from the armies

of Cyrus who twenty years before had
consolidated the Medes and Persians

into one nation,becoming their monarch,
4*“a.nd after conquests in the West turned
against Babylon. Belshazzar guarded
the city, but over-confident in its
strength kept insufficient watch, and
recklessly indulging in untimely and
impious festivities allowed the enemy
to enter by the channel of the river. In
the carnage which ensued Belshazzar was
slain. Nabonidus, after receiving the
intelligence, submitted.”

The causes of that destruction are
obvious. The Scriptures make promi-
nent what may be called the Meritorious
cause. God had determined uponm its
downfall because of its sins, espegially
in. connection with his people Israel.
The destruction of Judah,and Jerusalem,
and of the temple ; the removal, and,
Jdoubtless, subsequent oppression of the
Israelites ; the contempt of God’s signal
revelations by words and works to Nebu
chadnezzar, and that studied contempt
of him of which doubtless Daniel v. gives
only a single representative instance,
all are indicated as reasons in God’s
mind for the judgment. The hostile
power of the rival Medo-Persians was
the immediate cause. The occasion
was the undue confidence of Belshazzar
in the defences of Babylon. The city,
as described by Herodotus, an eye-wit-
ness, “ built on both sides of the Euph-
rates, forms a vast square enclosed with-
in a double line of high walls, the extent
of the outer circuit being about 56 miles
[14 miles on each side]. The streets
were straight, crossing each other at
right angles ; the crossstreets leading
to the Euphrates being'closed at the
river end with brazen gates, opening to
the quays which lined the Euphrates
through the whole length of the city.
In each division of the town was a fort-
ress or stronghold, of which the east
one was also the royal palace, the west

connected by a bridge across the Euph,
rates.” The height of the wall énclos-
ing the city was 337 feet, its thickness
85 feet. These measurements Rawlin-
son regards as those of the outer wall.
Those given by Ctesias are less, namely,
circuit of city 42 miles, height of walls
300 feet, breadth 60 feéet. Rawlinson
supposes these to refer to the inner
wall. Towers rose all along the, wall,
according to Ctesias 250 in: mumber.
The river approaches were #lso ' effectu-
dlly losed. Hence, as Babylon Had
several years' supply of provision, the
king, and all the citizens could be quite
at ease. They had not suspected Cyrus’
cunning device ‘of turning aside the
waters of the Euphrates.

I1. Textual Ezplanation.— Verse 22.
~—~Hast not husbled  thyself.— Before
God. See vss. 17-22. - Though knowest
all this. See the queen mother’s re-
mark. Vss. 10-16. The very act of con-
tempt in the use of the vessels was
doubtless due to his knowledge of God’s
revelation to Nebuchadnezzar, dnd the
royal proclamations consequent.

Verse 23.— Lifted up thyself, ate.—~In
pride. ‘The vessels of "his house. Of
the deéstroyed temple of God, of Jeru-
salem. Vss. 24. Wine was drunk from
them in honor of the Babylonian gods.
In this lay the sin, and not simply in
using them at a feast. It was a studied
and gross insult to Jehovah. Thy wives,
etc. The queen of vs. 10 was not his
wife.
Verse 24.—The part of the hand.—
Rathier its palm. It seems to have re-
mained visible on the wall of the illumi-
nted banquet hall during all the time
covered by the events of vss. 1-23.

Verses 25-28, — MENE, MENE,
TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  ‘These are
Chaldaic words. Their explanation
shows that each had a double import,
and both meanings of each is given as
applicable, and as divinely intended.

Verse 29.— They clothed, ete.—Accord-
ing to promise (vs. 7). The scarlet
robe, and golden chains were tokens of
royal rank. Comp. Gen. xli. 3844;
Matt. xxvii. 28. Joseph was made
second in the kingdom, in Egypt, because
there was then no king but Pharaoh;
but Daniel could be only fhird, because
Bglnhuw himself was second, his
father, even then with his army shut up
in Borsipps, being ffst. The prociama.
tion; as well as the elothing of Daniel,
was mhihde at once in the presence of the
assembled nobility.

prophecies it is repastedly said. that
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Verses 30, 31.~That night, ete.—The
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7 enéin; had ne;éretly entered the c'it); by |
of the North. These were the armies | the river bed on both the north and the

south, and, says Rawlinson, “in the
darkness and confusion of the night, a
terrible massacre ensued. i “epsirty
Bursting into the palace a band of
Persians made their way to the presence
of the monarch, and slew him on the
scene of his impious revelry. If Daniel’s
relation to the king and the nation were
known to these Persians we can under-
stand why they should have spared
him.” b7 b )

—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.

@

Sunpay, June 9th, 1878.—~Daniel in
the Lions’ Den.—Daniel vi. 14-23.

GoLpeN Texr.—“ My God hath sent
his angel, and hath shut the lions’
mouths, that they have not hurt me.”—
Daniel vi. 22.
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The wonderful Lamp.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet.”

A ragged little errand boy was printing
this text on a gate with a piece of white
chalk. So absorbed was he with his
work that he never noticed a kind-look.
ing old gentleman who, after walking
slowly past twice, returned and stood
behind him. '

“M—y,” said the boy, repeating the
letters aloud as he found them with
care. ‘ F—double e—t, feet.”
~ “Well done, little lad, well done ?”
said the old gentleman. “Where did
you learn that ?" W

“ At the ragged school, sir,” replied
the boy, half frightened, and thinking
the old gentleman was going to deliver
him up to the police for writing on the
gaw."

" “Don’t run away; I’'m not going to
hurt you. What is your name ?”

“ Ni(}h()l&!-” 3

“ Nicholas what ?"

“ Nicholas Lambert, sir.”

“ You are an errand-boy, I see: isn't
that your basket

“ YOO; ‘ ﬁir.”

“ 8o yoy learned the text at the ragged
school. Do you know what it means ?”

“ No sir,” said Nicholas.

o 78 lamp 7V :

“ A lampi? why a lamp ! a thing what
gives light I"”

“ And what is the lamp that the text
speaks of 7" S

“The Bible, sir.”

“That's right. How, can the Bible
be a lamp-and give light ?”

“ I don’t know, 'less you set it afire,”
said . Nicholas, ., .. - RS

“There is a better way than that, my
lad. --Suppose : jou 1were going down
gome lonely lahie on a dark night' with
an unlighted lamp in your hand and a
box of matches in your pocket, what
would you do ?" . 3 -,

“ Why, light the lamp,  sir,” replied
Nicholas, evidently surprised that any
one should ask such a foolish question.

“ What would you light it for "'

. “To showme the road, sir.”

“ Very well. Now, suppose you were
walking behind me one day, and saw
¢ drop a shilling, what would you do ?”

¥ Pick it up, and give it to'you again,
sir,”’ :
“Wouldn't you want to keep it for
yourself, g ¢

Nicholas: hesitated : but he saw a
smile on the old gentléman’s face, and,
with an amwhhn"‘[ohe‘ on his own he
said, “1 should’ want to, sir, but 1
shouldn’t do its” . :

“ Why not ?’ |

“ Because it would be’stealing."

“How do you know ?”

“It would be taking what wash't my
own, and the Bible says we are not to
steal.” o "

“0,” said the gentleman, “so it's the
Bible that makes you honest, is is?'. ;.
164 Y es sin" (164
“%Tf you had never heard of the Bibie,
LW i Y 't
you would steal I suppose,” e

4+ Lots of the boys do,” said Nicholas,

“ And the Bible shows you . the
and safe path, the path of hohesty 7

“Like the lamp!” said Nicholas,seeing
now what all these questions meant. “Is
that what the text means?'’

“Yes; there is always light in  the
mmfga.llsyw,ﬁ were to tréad. But
snpposs ygu. kept the slide over “thd
lamp, would it be of any use ?" |

“ No j there 'd be no light, sir.”

(P AR

«Nuitio will the Bibl give up Iight

you keep the Bible slide down ?"

“ By keeping it shut and not reading
it 2" said Nicholas doubtfully.

“That’s it. Now my lad, do you think
it worth while to take this good old lamp
and let it lead you through life ?”

“ Yes sir.”

“Do you think you will be safer with
it? "

“ Yes sir.”

“ Why 2

“Because if I'm honest I shan’t stand
no chance of going to prison.”

“ And what else ?”

“ Nicholas thought for a few minutes,
“If I minds the Bible I shall go to
heaven !" he said at last. b

“ Yes, that’s the best reason for taking
the lamp. It will light you right into
heaven. Good-bye, my lad. :

Here's a shilling for you, and mind you
keep the slide up.”

¢%Sir,” said Nicholas grasping the
shilling, and touching his ragged cap ;
“ I'l mind.” % ,
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Helping a Convict.

Many a convict, after getting out of
prison, would lead a respectable life if
he would only begin well. But people
are afraid of him, and won't trust him
or give him employment, and 'so he falls
into rougery again to make a living.
The late Henry Raymond, of the New
York Times, made a convict honest by
lending him $10.

One day, while busy in his room,there
appeared to him a man saying, “Is this
Mr. Raymond ?’ Being assured of this.
he continued— '

“Can I speak to you a few moments,
sir? The MS. was shoved aside.

“ 1 have just come from Sing Sing,”
hesitated the man.

“ Not from the prison, I hope,” sad
the editor, by the way of putting the
the caller at ease with a joke,

“ Yes sir,” said the visitor, “ I got my
discharge a few days ago.” s

“Well, my man, Ihope you were in-
nocent.” - ‘.

‘ No, sir,” replied the convict, “ I was
guilty. You 'see, sir, I'am an engineer
and machinest by trade. I want to lead
an homest life,\.and when 1 ‘&t - place
| to work all went very well, until some
kind friend cante’ alorig''and told my
boss that I was a prison‘bird, and I had
to be éut of thit. “Thén I' got’ andther
place and got well fo work, snd the
same thing hwppened thers, Now I ath
looking for another job, and I am going
to begin by tellng what,1 am, and when
I get anything 1o do, L ghan’t Jose it in
the same/ way.” . . | . ~

“ How much is it:my ? ¥ said Mr.
Raymond. !9/l o |
" & 'Well, 'sir,” replied ' the ‘man, I
haven’t got the price of a dinner -about
me now, and I don’t’know “where I am
to sleep to-night. 'Tthink if T had ten
dollars I could get on 'until I found
somebody to take me ‘for what 1"am
worth, and give me some honest work
to <o, I don’t wanf to go down hill,
sir.’ foite & b
Ti,e ten dgllars closed, that conversa-
tion on the instant. . Perhaps a year af
terw:rd, Mr. Raymond was ‘at a fair of
the .\ merican Institute, and while look-
ing :/: yome machinery on Exhibition, a
decc':t man in charge of it approached
him :'nd said—* Is'this Mr. Raymond?”

“%es,” he replied, “I' don’t remem-
ber y ou.” :

“7Tion’t you remember the man from
Siny Sing?” < '

“ No,” said Mr. Raymond, “I don’t
remember any man from Sing Sing.”

“ Why,” said the man from Sing Sing,
“don’t you recollect ?”’ and then he re-
hearsed the story here recorded. He
had subsisted on Mr. Raymond’'s loan
until he found employment in his own
line with a good man who knew his
story and was pleased with him, giv-
ing him good wages, and steady work'in
a place of honorable trust and responsi-
bility. Taking a bank-note from 'his

| pocket the engineer repaid the borrowed
right | money, saying that he had carried it for

£ ¢ W

some months without finding an opportu-
nity to leave his work and come to town
for the,puspose. ., . ., 3
# It's a good ten dollars, Mr. :
for-it's just the Mdmm
riin.” ' 'When' he told the story aften
wards, Mr. Raymond  thought it 'whb
cheap, and shid he had' charged all’ his

other loans to the uscownt 6f the engin-
st 1 I QU Qv
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if we l;eep the slide down " How can

MAY 29, 1878,

A Thrilling Incident.

In the winter of 1870, I had occasion
to go from Green Bay to Chicago, on the
N. W. Railway. At Oshkosh we were
joined by a delegation of lawyers, on
their way to Madison, the capital, to
attend the legislature, then in session.
They were all men of more than usual
intellect, and of exceptional character,
Two were ex:judges of the circuit court,
and one I had seen chairman of the
Young Men’s Christian Association. The
party found seats near together, and
after the first salutations were over, and
the news duly discussed, began to look
about for means to while away the time,
After awhile some one proposed a game
of catds. No sooner said ‘than done.
Two geats were turned apart g0 as to face
each other, a cushion improvised for a
table, and three of our lawyers, includ-
ing the chairman of the Young Men’s
Christian Association, and a Chieago
runner on good terms with them, were
soon deep in the mysteries of a gamie of
euchre.

I was surprised to see Christian gen-
tlemen and judges of law and equity ;
leaders of society, makers of public
sentiment, lawgivers for a great state,
directors of public morals, supposed to
be public exemplars of all that is good,
and guides to the young, thus setting
publicly their seal of approval to a most
dangerous and evil practice. Te Hé
sure they played for stakes no highéy
than ‘the cigars for the party. But it
seems to me that in the eyes of all dis-

act nor lessen the danger ofits example,
but rather heightens it; as from the
less to the greater is the invariable
course of crime. But I did not intend
to moralize on paper, but was about to
say that while I was filled with such
thouglits as these, one of the

tired of the game, and our l:'::ynng‘:):
judge was invited to take his place. - I
saw the blood mount in an honest blush
of disapproval to his manly face, and he
hesitated and drew back. But the game
had become inte
companions urged him. “Come Judge,
take a hand,” they cried, “we can’t go

| on without you.” So the judge slowly

rose from his seat, inwardly condeming

)ﬂme act as I evidently saw, and stepping
forward took a seat Amonhg the players,
and the game went on. v

I had noticed an old lady in alseat to
the rear of thé players, “who had got 6n
‘board at Menasha, 1 believe. Gray and
bent with'dgeé 'she had sat abashed, and,
with eyes closed, seemed asleep most of
the'‘tirle wntil ‘the ' train, stopping’at
Oshkdsh, Yook on board the ‘company of
lawyers. ':Sh'd then underwent a chahge
and - beeame greatly interested in ‘the
company, looking often from one to an-
Other a8 if she récognized thern all, or
was trying to recall their faces. When
the gamd 'of cards was started she be-
came very restless, would hitch uneasily
about in her. seat, take up the hem of
her faded apron and nervously bite the
thréads.’' 'Once ‘or twice 1 thought she
wiped 'her’ eyes under the “Shaker
bonnot.,":but.oguld notltell. She aoted
so strangely, I became more interested
in !}bﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂn‘-lh the players, and watched
her jc}o-l)'!y “8he got up after 4 time and
tottered, forwaxd, holding on to the seats
a8 she passed. She brushed against
Judge —~— in passing, but he had’ be-
come interested in the game and did
not, notice her. Reaching the water-
tank at last; she drank a cup of water
and took a seat near the door with her
back to the players. But she did not
long remain there ; rising again with
difficulty, she tottered back towards her
former seat, but reaching the players,
she paused directly in front of them,
and now, greatly excited, threw back
her bonnet from her face and . looked
around the company. Her action at
once arrested their attention, and paus-
ing in their play, they all looked up in-
quiringly.

Gazing directly in the face of Judge
wie, 'she said in a tremulous ' voice:
“Do'you know me, Judge ——

£ No, mother, I don’t remember you,”
seid the Judge, pleasantly. “ Where
have we met?’ -

My wisthel is Smith,” said shej «1

was with my poor boy three days off and
on, in. the pourt in Oshkosh, when he
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