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\The Faithful Preacher, the True
Friend.

—

THE SERMON PREACHED, BY APPOINTMENT,
BEFORE THE PRINOE EDWARD ISLAND

BAPTIST ASSOOIATION AT EAST POINT, JULY
7ra, 1878.

BY REV. 0. 0. BURGESS.

GaL. iv. 15:~“Am 1 become your
enemy because I tell you the truth.”

Some changes are inglorious as well
as disastrous. Such is the change of
those to whom reference is made by the
Apostle in the text. This view of Paul
by the Galatians, proves that sin 18
binding, as well as blighting on human
affections. In their happier condition,
had it been possible, they would have
plucked out their own eyes, and given
them to him. But, alas, whata changel
He to whom they had often listened—
whom they followed and loved—with
whom they had prayed and rejoiced, i8
now regarded as their enemy, because
he has told them the truth. The
change, however, was not in~the Apos-
tle, as they supposed, but in them-
gelves. The servant of the Lord had
given them pain and they wished to
« cut his acquaintance.” How apt we
are to think those our enemies who, out
of love for -us, speak plainly of our
jnjustice to Christ and His cause ; and
no man ¢an be unjust to Christ without
being unjust to himself. It requires no
little grace to overcome this, and to
regard the man who tells us of our
faults, or the faults of our families, as
our friecd. We are fond of flattery,
and shrink from anything that pro-
duces pain, or necessitates repentance.
For this reason many become offended
with their pastors, as though it were not
out of love to the cause of their Master,
and to the souls of men, that they speak
the truth.. Solomon has uncovered the
fact that “ faithful are the wounds of a
friend ; but the kisses of an enemy are
deceitful.” The writer of this’ epistle
was not fault-finding in his ministry,
but truthful, for in all his writings,
running like a sweet undertone, may

be heard the spirit of Christian love’

and forbearance. He says, “ Brethren
if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
shat are spiritual restore such an one in

the spirit of meekness: considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted. He

knew that Christians were not perfect,
and he taught that according to this
fact they should be dealt with. He
understood the deception of the human
heart, and was too straightforward to
leave the truth untold when circum-
stances required it. He loved his great
and glorious Deliverer too much to
keep back his claims. He loved His
Kingdom too ardently to daub the walls
of it with untempered mortar. He was
too firmly attached to those who com’
pose that Kingdom to ory, “ Peace,
peace, when there was no peace.”

It is the life-long duly of the minister
of the gospel to “ Preach the Word ; be
instant in season, out of season; re-
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering and doctrine.” The example
of the twelve disciples is still worthy of
imitation ; their resolution was to “ give
themselves continually to prayer, and
to the ministry of the Word.” Can we
do this if clogged with secular matters ;
or, perhaps, with that which is worse—
indolence ?

L. Let us consider that which we have
to tell—the Truth. 'That which was writ-
ten by men who spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost ; speaking to
us of God, affirming that he is a Spirit,
gelf existent, eternal, present every-
where, acting and reigning, God supreme
in all places ; that there is no searching
of his understanding—glorious in holi-
ness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ;
that His tender mercies are over all his
works ; and that His grace flows out to
humanity unmerited and unsolicited.

The truth, which speaks to us of Jesus
Christ, the image of the invisible God ;
that you and I by contemplating His
character may see and understand the
character of God, and by seeing his
purity we may, distressed with our sin,
hasten to Him who can wash us in the
blood of the Lamb, and make us whiter
than snow. That which we have to tell
speaks to us of man, showing that he
was created in the image of God ; that

felt into sin, and thereby drew upon
mself the wrath of Jehovab, with

of darkness and woe. That
2 imparted to his offspring » de-

c——

e __-A..-..______‘___;. i it i

praved nature, a nature which, if left to
itself will forever force a passage away
from heaven’s light—pardon, comfort
and rest—into outer darkness.

It is ours to tell the truth as to what
man is, what he ought to be, and how

he may be what he ought to be ; how to

live, and how to go hence in peace;
how to meet God here, and how to meet
Him in Judgment ; how he may partici-
pate in all that Christ does, and has,
and is; how he may die with Him, rise
with Him, and with Him be geated in
the heavenly places.

It becomes the duty-of those who
would tell the truth to speak of redemp-
tion, “ For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not

| perish, but have everlasting life.” That

there is salvation in no other, “ For by
one offering He has perfected forever
them that are sanctified.”

Telling the truth includes the “ new
birth,” of which the Holy Spirit is the
author, and of which our Lord declared,
« Except a man be born again, he
cannot-see the Kingdom of God ;"' then,
as the outflow from regeneration, comes
faith, repentance, love and obedience.

The truth tells what the Christian
may suffer as well as enjoy in the ser-
vice of Jesus, through faith. In fact it
casts light upon every important ques-
tion, and what the truth leaves in mys-
tery we may well afford to, until we
shall know more when glorified with
Him. There are strains of the songs of
the free coming to our ears from the
Bible, and we at times long to join their
company; but the wail of despair coming
from the world .of the lost is equally
real.. One strain of the latter is all you
would wish to Hear:—* Father Abra-
ham, have mercy upon me, and send
Lagarus that he may dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue, for
1 am tormented in this flame.”

The kirg of day shineés upon the
cesspool as well as upon the silvery
lake ; upon fading, dying things as well
as those clothed with verdure, beauty
and strength. So the truth, like the
sun. nay. like ten thousand mighty suns,
shines upon the low and degraded of
society, as well as upon the polished,
the refined, the educated; upon the
little boy in his play at school, and upon
the king who sways a sceptre on the
throne. The truth comes affirming that

we will be there what we are here, and
the voice of our Lord, as heard on
Patmos, ig still fresh: “If any man
shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are
written in this book ; and if any man
shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”

It has been called a “Temple,” as
such let it stand as it was given by the

divine architect. His Temple of Truth

cannot be explored in a life-time ; with
places holy and most holy, with pillars
and arches, with galleries and domes
reaching further and rising higher than
human thought has yet been able to
follow ; while every stone and pillar,
every wall and ceiling, every door and
arch, has been conceived by infinite
wisdom, and executed by matchless
gkill. Every part of it is precious and
significant to him who has entered its
holy courts. Sanding without you may
see no glory, but standing within every
ray of light reveals a harmony of un-
speakable splendor. 1 envy not the
man who dares to remove one stone, or
add one fresco to this grand Cathedral.
I honor not the church which enlarges
it by wooden courts and painted
statues. Let it stand as the inspired
workmen built it—mar not its propor-
tions, murmur not at its height, despise
pot its age ; but enter and worship, not
the temple, but the God of the temple ;
and you will find it radiant with spiritual
light, and vocal with the music of

ise.” It is this which it becomes
our duty as well as privilege to tell, and
we sum it up in the short little word—
tho “ ML"

I1. We proceed to the manner of tell-
ing it: The more correctly the truth
comes before the mind, the more favor-
able will be the impression made. A
clear apprehension of the truth will
bring the soul in its helplessnes to the
feet of the author of truth. The first
essential in telling the truth is straight-
forwardness, With  this there is no
indirect coming to the point; no limp-
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ing up to sin as though we did riot know

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

what duty was, or what sin was. There
will be no morbid sympathy with the
offender. (God-fearing men have no
time in this short life for laying deep
plans, 8o as to impress the offender that
we would not for the world hurt his
feelings. Sin 18 horrible, detestable in
God’s sight, and when once it is made
clear that a thing is not scriptural, a
Christian has nothing to do with suffer-
ance or toleration of it. 1f we dare not
tell our friends of their sins, we had
better give up their friendship.

Am I not right, brethren, that in the
present age there is an idea floating in
the mind, that if the minister of the
@Gospel cannot approve he must be
gilent, or, at least, make no objections ?
Why, some are ready to say, “If you
také objections against that man we
will loose_his support.” If he withholds
because you told him the truth, you and
the church are better without him or
his money.

One of the most unwholesome things
for Christianity in the world is cowardly
untruthfulness. Anything, but not tim-
idity in God’s work. When God gives
us employment in his vineyard, let us
be firm, steady and uncompromisingly
true, with the rich as well as the poor.
Let men be rude or unpolished if they
will, but let Christians, especially Chris-

| tian ministers, in all they say and do,

be straightforward ; not using flattery,"
nor speaking smoothly to a man’s face,
while all the time there is a conscious-
ness that wrong is covered up in the
heart.

We have all felt to a greater or less
degree that many of the polished and
wealthy of society are untouched by the
glorious truth. Does not this failure
arise from a want of straightforwardness
and Christian sincerity ? They may be
pampered, but it is to their hurt, and if
a man be hurt spiritually, it is one of
those things he never gets over.

A good illustration of what we ought
to be may be seen in John the Baptist.
See him before Herod, unmoved, un-
daunted, surrounded by rank and
fashion, and all the rules of polite life ;
but these had not power to subdue him
into silence. He is God’s ambassadbr,
he hates sin,he must speak, he cannot
help it, and he lifts up his manly voice :
__4 Tt is not lawful for thee to have her.”
I dare say it was whis red in his ear,
« Now you have won the admiration of
the king, be careful how you speak on
this matter. If are gentle with him,

ou will no doubt have some position of
given you, and no longer will you
suffer from prison life, or the lonely
wilderness home. ,

John could die, but he could not
allow the man to go on in sin unre-
proved. He is thinking not of some
ease or present a of the king,
but of the
The
habit of looking at ourselves instead of
at the immortal interests connected with
man, is destructive to success. To be
successful we must forget ourselves—
lose sight of ourselves. Those who can
do this will never be lost sight of by
Omniscence, however humble may be
the sphere in which they labor ; to them

comes the promise with all its sweet-
ness, “I will never leave thee jnor for-
sake thee.)' But this straight orward-
ness mus such as will lead to the

declaration of the whole counsel of God.
This God requires. It is simply mock-
ery to constantly iterate the invitation,
«Come to Christ,” or to repeat, “ Be-
lieve on.the Lord Jesus Christ,” without
at the same time telling who Jesus is,
and explaining what is meant by believ-
ing on Him, or having faith in Him.
But 'to do this involves doctrine ; and
here we are met by the popular oute
mut doctrinal preaching. * Preach
ist,”’” they say, “and leave doctrine
alone.” This is absurd; it lays upon
the man of God a task for which he is
unequal. Let him offer ‘the least ex-
planation about Christ, and it is based
u‘pon some doctrine, as to his person.
If we undertake to explain His cruci-
fixion and death, we have a doctrine,
glorious for the hope which it sheds
upon our lost and ruined world, “That
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleans-
oth us from all sin.” And if we speak
of man as lost, it involves the dootrine
of our depravity—a fact which none of
us deny. Beneath this clamour itself, is
the doctrine, that it is no matter what a
man believes, if he is only resting on
Christ. The word of God was given to
be believed, and if I disbelieve portions
of it now,i should be alarmed lest I

should soon disbelieve more, because

infidelity comes upon the heart ual-
ly. One of the best evidences that the
soul is resting on Christ is that the

whole truth which God has given meets | man learns t

with a hearty reception,
condemns or acquits us,
of a holy life also needs to be propaga

whether it

ilty man’s soul, and of the '
loss he will sustain if he lose it.

The doctrine | the holy name of J esus—not

oft repeated -entreaties. On forms of
helplessness, disease and woe, He gazed
with infinite tenderness, and stretched
forth His hand, or lifted up His voice,
and relieved the burden of their dis-
tresses.

Theye is a surly way of speaking truth
which does not say much for the one
whao utters it. Unless we have love in
our hearts for others, as well as for that
which is good, we may rebuke sin and
not feel that it is a bitter thing to
rebuke a brother; but when from a
loving, loyal heart sharp things come
they come not in vain ; they will make
impressions, and though men may for-
get in after years from whence they
came, yet the day of Judgment will not
forget.

[t is & necessity that we entertain
hearttelt sympathy with the different
conditions in which men, in order to do
them good. Paul could say, “I am
become all things to all men, if by all
means I might save some.” ‘ But speak
the truth in love.” ‘ Follow after right-
eousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness, ete.”” O then let us get our
hearts permeated at the feet of Imman
uel with His love, that we may be able
to go and tell others of our adorable
Redeemer, with such pathos, earnest-
ness and feeling, as will by the blessing
of God lead them to love and uncon-
ditionally submit themselves to the
4 King eternal, immortal, invisible and
all-wise ” The Apostle said, “ That by

the space of three years, 1 ceased not to
warn every one night and day with
tears.” ‘ For out of much affliction and
anguish I wrote unto you with many
tears,”’—* not that {(e should be grieved,
but that ye might know the love which
I have more abundantly unto you.”
Yet, let us remember that as deep love
may exist and tears be absent, it re-
quires more than tears to satisfy men
that we care for their souls. There
must be manly Christian labor and con-
versation with them, making them feel
that we have that of which we speak,
and they ought to have it too.

Let the servant of the Lord contem-
plate the world in its darkness, its
distance from God, as well as what man
is' here without an interest in Christ ;
and what he will be eternally, unless
pardoned and cleansed “ by the washing
of neration and renewed by the
Holy Ghost,”—let him keep this in view,
and with the good news of salvation for
the lost on -his heart, and he will be
found pressing his way to those who
need the remedy; and from a heart
overrunning with love for others, he
will pour out his story, or rather his
Master’s story, “ That God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten
 Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
{pt:tght not perish but have everlasting

ife.”

Let us look and look agsin, until in
its true light we see that sin has brought
poverty to our race ; that it has robbed
us of spiritual wealth; but that the
secret of amassing imperishable riches,
and of treasuring them up in heaven
comes through faith in Him, “ Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see Him not, yét believ-
inf, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory.” For it is still true—

“ That down in the human heart,
Crushed by the tempter,

Feelings lie buried that grace can restore;
Touched by a loving heart,

Wakened by kindness
Chordsthatarebroken will vibrate again.”

I11. Consider the advantages of tell-
ing the truth. The harmony of truth
makes it attractive ; but how shall this
harmony be discovered unless it be

roclaimed? The word of God is charm-
ing the world in all its deformity and
hatred of God. It is told of the Syrens
that they had the power of charming by
song those who passed that way. en
Ulysses sailed past that Isle, to revent
himeelf and crew from beix:g c ed
by it, he filled their ears with wax, and
bound himself to the mast with thongs.
But when Orpheus had to pass that way
he began music, which so far s
the sorcerous song on the shore he
not only passed safely, but with disdain.
The truth is so harmonious and attract-
ive, that nothing has such over-powering
influence on the human intellect as it,
when clearly gresentod and made sh
and mighty ﬂy the Spirit of the Lord.
Those who e
wax in their ears, and no throngs by
which to save themselves from the
bewitching song of sin.
uttered a great truth, who said,

« Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb,
We love to hear of Thee,

No music’s like thy charming name,
Nor half so sweet can be.”

The m is enlightening. By it
t it is not safe to fill a
drunkard’s grave—not safe toblaspheme;

safe to
betray our Lord—not safe to leave owr

ted, for by it the ungodly are silenced. | vOws unpaid—not safe to be covetous—
recommended

happy. N ths’tmdud;:.
e . Not we &
footioti h:g, for m Iword ot
in grace, and this, I understan
goo‘t’wer the history of man in this lifod’
But a second essential in telling the
truth is Love ist i for
every Christian, especially for those
whom he has sent into the world with
his commission to preach the Gospel

not safe to be a moralist only—not safe
to be almost & Christian. And, on the
other hand, it teaches that a man may
die homeless, and yet have a mansion

>

in the skies, or he may die alone, and
et holy hands be there to soothe and
less ; tl:t he may di;u“ troubled on
every side, yet mnot istressed ; per-
lexed, but not in despair ; pon&dud,
ut not en ; cast down, but not
Yes, it illuminates by

filthy '

the grave of Lazarus, ss well as by His that this truth is what the world needs,

in which
found humanity. This he manifest- | those who mwm will be
l advantage

ectually hear it need no-

The poet

geen in | well
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not only to know what they must do to
be saved, but how to grow better after
they are saved, and by the use of what
means they shall be able to represent
Christ to an ungodly world most cor-
rectly.

My hearers, the Bible bears translat-
ing into life, and men have but to ab-
sorb it into their souls to have spiritual
health. Then let its truths beat upon
the inner shores of our spiritual exist-
ence and we shall find joy for sorrow,
strength for weakness, light for darkness,
and life for death. It is food for the
child of God. Jesus taught that * man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceadeths out of the
motith of God.” The boughs of truth
bend .around us, laden with bread for
hungry souls. Those who live on this
food live well.

Truth, too, is ‘a’ fountain of living
waters, where those who can say, " As
the heart panteth after the water brooks,
so panteth my soul after Thee, O God,”
may stoop down and “ drink and never
die.” ©O! the advantage of telling the
world such news, that every want of our
race may be fully, freely and eternally
met. (God has winnowed His word, but
has left just what we want in any and
every condition of human life. The
living may live by it; and the dyin

may piliow their head upon its sa,creg
promises.

Then there is the alvantage of honor-
ing God ; those who honor- Him He will
honor. The plaudit, * Well done thou

good and faithful seivant,” will not
come from man, but from our great
loving Fathery Saviour, God. This

honor can never come to those who
seek to please men. God is honored by
those who make a hearty declaration of
the whole counsel of God, whether men
believe the report or not. We cannot
force men to believe, we may over-per-
suade. Some men need much . per-
suasion, others need none, because they
are so constituted that if you are urgent
and argumentative they comply, and
that before the work of regeneration by
the Spirit .of the Lord has been per-
formed ; and if a man is brought into
the church unprepared, the danger 7]
that he will rest satisfied and die un-
saved. My brethren, let us have the
consciousness of duty performed, for
who wants to be at war with conscience;
and let us love the praise of God more
than the praise of men.

But I would not pass over the disad-
vantage of having men become our
enemies. This often brings the incon-
venience, as well as un rofitablenesss of
short torates, and that which in this
day of the world’s need 1is equally to be
dreaded, the spending of weeks or
months and no field of labor, without
encroaching on some brother’s rtion.
But is it not better to be without a
church than without the love and ap-
proval of the Lord our God. “Difficulties
in modern churches do not arise so
much from the fact that the truth has
been faithfully told, as from the fact
that it has been only partially told, or
told too late. If the high claims of
truth were kept from the beginning of a
pastorate before the people, the utter-
ance of truth in the love of it would
never make enemies, or at least seldom
make them. The church that has the
claims of God lovingly presented is the
one which will in the end prosper.

It is the Bible, my hearers, that is
impressing the world of its lost condi-
tion ; and that Jesus Christ is the only
Saviour. It is becoming a fixed thought
that the Bible is the best book in the
family, in society, and in business. This
is most correctly understood where the
servant of the Lord stands forth fearless
of result and points to the word of God
as the only rule of faith and practice.
In short the full proclamation of God’s
truth gives light to those who sit in
darkness, strength for those in weak-
ness, comfort for the sad, pardon for the
guilty, relief for the op(frossed, and life
for the dead. The word of God is the
medicine that the world most needs ;
Christ bids us go with it, “ Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizin
them into the name of the Father, an
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever 1 have commanded you;
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.”

Teach the world that that with which
they are burdened is worse than disease,
it is already spiritual death ; that all are
covered with wounds and bruises and
putrifying sores ; but that there is a
divine healer in Christ the Lord ; that
there is Eternal Life in Jesus Christ the
Son of God. Then let us tell it, for it
suits kings, warriors, statesmen, paupers,

rofligates, , bad, industrious, in-

lent, all need to hear it and believe it
before the benefits become theirs. “But
how shall they believe on Him of whom
they have not heard, and how shall the
hear without a preacher, and how s
they preach except they be sent.”

Brethren, do we feel the worth of that
which we have to tell? Then let us
tell it to the old and young, to the sick
and well, the weak and strong, tell it
in the darkness and in the light ; tell it
while living, and when dying. W’hethor
they will hear or whether they will
forbear, tell it to the hardened and
profane, to the hungry and thirsty ; to

the unsatisfied, penitent, heartbroken,

the formalist, the infidel. Tell it to the
to the penurious, to the idlers

} eat vine of God, as
S e ¢ faithful in Christ

-

Jesus.! Tell it to the horse racing
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