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be rich affect the mind ? 1 Tim. vi. 9. 

"move in corrupt human nature, and the 

The Chi stim Hews stnger. 
————————————— 

Bible ILiceson for 1878. 

Souxpay, September 2 nd, 1878.~ War
n. 

ing . against Covelousness. Luke xii. 

13-23. 
A 0 

Comair To MEMORY: 

GorpeN Tix —*“ 1 Take heed, and be- 

ware of covetousness.”—Luke x
ii. 15. 

bbe 

Datty Reapives.— Monday, Luke xi.
 

14-54. Tuesday, Luke xii, 1-23, Wed- 

nesday, Matthew xxii. 15-22 Thurs- 

day, Job xx. Iriday, Psalm xlix. Satur- 

day, 2 Cor. viil. Sunday, 1 Tim. vi. 
—————————

 

v erses 16-20. 

Lisson Qurrine.—1I1. A request denied. 

Vis. hos 14- II. .Admonition uttered. 

Vs. III. Parable of “ The Rich 

Pool? Vis. 16-23. 

QUESTIONS —]. Vss. 13, 14—=What re- 

uest was made of Christ? - Why wasit 

ied ? 

II. Vs. 15.— Against what sin did 

Christ warn his disciples? What is 

covetousness? Of what commandment 

is covetousness a violation? What did 

Paul call it? Col. iii. 5. Why does not 

wealth satisfy a man 1s life? Matt. xvi. 

26 ; Prov. xxiii. 5: Psalm Ixii. 10. 

Iii. Ves. 16223. —What isfmeant by. 

“brought forth plentifully ”? What does 

hid rich man lack? 1 Tim. vi. 6; Heb. 

xiii. 5. How does the ruling desire to 

did the rich man say he would do? 

id God say to him ? In what did 

consist ? What treasures can 

Le up in heaven? Matt. vi. 20; 

Hobs xi. 26. What is meant by “not 

: oto God” 2 Cor. viii.9. Whose 

: may we all be? Rom. viii. 18. 

5, What examples of covetousness have 
we in the Bible ? Num. xxii. 17; Josh. 
vii. 20, 21 ; 1 Kings xxi. ; Matt. xxvil 

3-105 2 Tim. iv. 10. What curses are 

RE against it? Prov. xv. 273 

ab, ii.9; 1 Tim. vi. 9. 

How -may the pursuit of wealth _ be 

laudable. Covetousness is overcome 

only by the higher love of Christ. 

2 Cor, v. 14-17. 

Nore. —One of Christ's hearers, having 

little interest in spiritual truth, but 

with an eye to worldly interests, desired 

that he would make his brother. divide 

his inberitance with him. Jesus, not hav- 

ing come to settle civil matters, denied 

his request, and uttered the parable of 

the Rich Fool—a parable that is one of 

the most practical aud ‘solemn ever 

uttered—on a sin which is the first to 

last ‘to die; “for covetousness is the 

Alpha and Omerga of the Evil One's 

Her 

" Expostrioy. —Note the connection of 

this lesson with the three preceding. | 

The whole of the Sciipture Beinn 

that of the last lesson, and that ol to- | 

day’s lesson (xi. 14-54), is an exposure, 

in different forms, of tke inevitable | 

anfagonisms of the spiiit of Christ to 

that of Satan and the world, and a pre: 

paration of the disciples, especially of 

those . called to be teachers, to stand 

— a — — 

Divine Spirit, and out of and against the 

world’s spirit. 

crowd, mentior odin vs . 1. Theo 

has the same word in {te iwo aad 

It is hard to see in vss. 1-12 anytilfin » {0 

have suggested this mx 

Possibly something not 

have led to it, or Lhe may have thrust i 

in “from sheer 
[Teacher], spe ale 

The great wisdom of Clnist is ctppdeds 

and’ possibly, cven his less siahship ; | 

which, on the m 

character,would imply Christ's authority 

to rule and reculate in ral afiairs, 

I's pequest: | 

n’ 8% CW of ) B14 

like Moses in aagizul oh Cn the 

law of inheritance among the Jews, by 

which the oldest son-Lad “a double 

portion,’ see Deut. xxi. 16-17, Here | 

probably, complaint lay against the 

older brother. | 

Verse 14.— Christ's reply.-—A refusal 

dorrection, and reproef, =2ll in one. | 

Man, who made me, ete, Almast a quo-| 

tation of Ex. ii. 14. Christ's work | 

was in another sphere than that of | 

Moses—that he could not be seceived | 

simply as a second Moses, The Israel 

which Christ was to gather and form 

into a nation, and lead as Redeemer | 

from bondage into Canaan, was the 

spiritual Israel. ‘Questions of civil law, 

the making and the administration of 

civil law, were not in his province, be- 

cause his kingdom was “not of this 
world.” ‘John xviii. 86; 37. Earthly 

government has its sphere; Christ's || 
kingdom its. State churches and church 

states are alike aiasinibiiibe. 

| been solicited to this, and the duty laid 

covelousnesss osteapd] Ties 

{o wy brother, cts | 

THE 

Christ | 

does not mean to forbid such. action as 

is enjoined in 1 Cor. vi. 1-6. 

Verse 15.—The general lesson drawn 

from the occurrence, Take head,and be- 

ware of covetousness. The disposition to | 

get, to have, and to hold—always reach- 

ing out and drawing in self, the g great 

centre. Covetousness, which ke on 

a thousand forms, and is “a root (so 

should we read in 1 Tim. vi. 10, not 

tthe root; as though it were the sole 

root) of all evil.” For a man's life con- 

sisteth mot, ete. There is no censure of 

an “abundance,” no declaration that it 

is worthless for its own ends and uses; 

but simply. that it is not, and gives not, 

the true life—that which is the satisfac: 

tion of man's nature, the end of man’s 

existence, the very essence of manhood. 

Christ denies what the universal judg 

ment, as disclosed in current language, 

affirms, that a man's worthis measured 

by his money. 

Verse 16.—A parable.—~Given simply 

to illustrate and enforce the precept 

and principle already explicitly stated. 

Herein it differs from the parables of 

our previous lesson. The’ ground, ete, 

“The rich man” of this parable is not 

presented, and should not "a 

of, as having made his gains 

ly, but the very reverse. " Yi 

Verse 17.—~And he thought within 

himself.—We are taken into the" secret 

of his heart. Such men are not very 

likely to talk out such purposes. 

Shrewd men—that let us read their 

plans in their deeds. What shall I do? 

etc. We may conceive that ‘theré was 

before his mind the question whether 

to use the surplus in benefactions, in 

helping forward enterprises for the ‘wel. 

fare of his fellow men—that he had 

on his conscience, 80 that the dliérna- | 

tive of giving or hoarding was clear i in 

mind ; and hence that this choice’ to 

——y was an explicit refusal to give. 

Verse 18.—This will I do.—If he | 

hesitated at all, it was mot long; and | 

when he resolved, it was with a whole | 

heart. He had much; he would have | 

more. Great barns should give place 

to greater. Till man is fed with God | 

he is hungry and wretched. 

Verse 19.—I will say to my soul.—To 

my self. We need not find in this word 

“goul” any other meaning her 

intended distinction from body, ‘S 

spirit. His “goods” should he his 

good, ‘That was his! ' thought, thiap  y 

mistake, that his six. Oh ye, who 

working fora fortune to enjoy? Mark 

this man’s soliloquy to his soul, and hear 

your own thought spoken out into the 
Light. 

Verse 20.—We have heard the man ; 

pow we hear the forgotten, but not for- | 

getting God. Fool, 

That was, that is, God's judgment. To | 

male this world one’s good, is to act | 

the fool ; partly because this world can. | 

not s atisfy while we have it, and partly | | 

fast and firm, whole and wholly, in the | because even if it could, we have it but | and health unspoiled, is so natural to a ‘sped for the doctor. Little noted Chris: 

Whose shall those things be? 

_ To use money ‘as God's 
s to lay that money up in 

j vs. 15 again enforced, but now 

p sal, is the same as that translated 

foul” in vss. 19, 20, and here, as there, | 

means the self, of the man. God would 

s temporal have us take mo such care even for gis Lown, curly head. 

needed earthly good, as shall overshadow 

or exclude our care for him. We are to 

make him first in all things, and do’his 
will. Even if we starve, then shall our 

ation be for our good. We live 

when God lives and reigns in us. + 

Course or. Tmoveur.—1. The world: | their journey by ber fond heart, and | noble womam, ‘who teok almost the sole 

; ling's payee SNe Jess: ; 
. The prayer denied by the Lord. - 

3. 1ts spirit to be guarded against, be- 
cause it carries a deadly error. 

4, Covetoushess grows by prosperity. 
5. It makes ‘self the centre of all 

desires and aims. 
6. Its hopes are’ bounded doa 

and temporal, and shut out yo | porns. 

eternity. 

“T. 16 cheats its victim by ‘potions: 
that e and delusive, Lana 
8. reverses its judgments, ad 

his judgments reverse .its pri 
Death ends the dream. 

9. Therefore let every man hurr + | 
his,good and so haxe a life which satisfies 

\ froin the burning,’ and if now she 'is as 

this night, etc. | due, through God, to the loving ld | om fears her sick brother. For that 

is 

ste ompare Job xxvii. 16-19; Psalm | 

Verse 1:. —One of the pany or i". ix 6, 
been pinned high up on ber shoulders, | feel .the soft spring, air, or notice old 

a | eaven—to transmute it into eternal 

(Verses 2 ~~ Therefore, ete.~The 

recohlied may | lessol 

i 8 remains, abd remains 1s eteroaly'; i leaves, and uot far away a wee bird was 

which knows what to make of the things singing. 

of this life, and makes of them its .in- ‘Down came {he rain in RATES pours 

struinents ahd servants; which changes | a few evenings later. Miss Dorothy sat 

earthly weal and woe alike into heavenly | close by the window to ga
ther the last 

treasure, and {s itself unchanged and | rays of light, and with quiet’ regularity, 

unchangeable—ETERN AL LIFE, . slipped the stitches from her knitting’ 

—~Ruridged from the Baptist Teacher. | needles. Ever and anon the worker 
RENN raised her eyes to gaze upon the storm 

Sv NDAY, September 29th, 1878.—Re- 4 Ae 
. T A Con. without. "In the kitchen; and with a 

ig Spperanoe . OF issionay "| song trembling on" her lips, Christabel 

passed to and fro. The tea'kettle was 

merrily humming its homesong on the 

fire, and sending ‘out great ‘clouds of 

steam in token that” ‘its mission was 

nearly filled, that the water within was 

ready to ponr apon ‘the fragrant tea, | 

The little housekeeper assured herself 

that the biscuits were done to a turn, | 

father Lia, left. Jesus told him it was and gave a backward glance at, the tea- 

riot his work to divide worldly goods, table, all neatly spread in the adjoining 

and he 'said unto them all, “Take heed room. Then she stepped quickly to 

and beware of covetousness.” To show where Miss Dorothy still sat knitting,
 

that — riches will not make us truly her pursed-up mouth and stiff bearing 

happy; or ‘give us ‘life either now ‘oF giving little sign of the. loving heart 

Besufaie Jesus told this story: Theré that beat true within the forbidding ex-
 

#45 writhiman who had a large fatm ; terior. - #1 feel ‘quite worried about 

bis fields’ brought forth so much grain | father, aunt Dally,” sa
id the gitl, in that 

that he did not know where to keep it orp, clear ya
y of als 

all. He thought to himself, ;¢ What « Stuff and nonsense,” returned the 

shill 146?" ‘Then he said, “1 will pull spinster, with a ‘rough “assurance her 

down my barns, and 1 will build them | #inking heart was far from feeling. 
“Stuff and nonsense! D'ye s'pose 

much’ larger ; then I will gather m | | ) 

1he1 into th nh " a . planed | Belle (she never would give further con- 

y cession to her brother's poetical choice 
easure ithout 

ine ge 8 id ks of au dia + 3,58 . | of a name) the deacon’d’be such a dunce 

on hiss nich | 38 to come out in such astorm? A man 

- ise ii pep scion. 57 of his years and with the cold he’s got ? 

food: Bay 0 baid ute’ btn; Mavs | OF course he'll slap a6 dir. Sotwon's tll 

fool 1 ‘this Hiight thy soul shall be required the ‘raini's over, which'll go ss suddenly 
57) 1 de whose shall those things be as it came, ‘most like.” But for all, 

aC oe providen 7” Jesus said Miss Dorothy gave a start of the click 

——————— > oD» » — an 

The bgpe aid of ihe Bible Lesson. 

"FOR THE PRIMARY CLASS. 

Onde, while Jesus was talking to a 

great crowd. of hearers, one of the com’ 

pany asked Jesus to make his brother 

divide with him the money and land his 

riches of thie of the gate-latch came to her. ears, and 
all who only cared for the es map Bly Es rb 

eatth were like this fool. He told us istabel’s ; frigh 
: glance with one almost as much so. 

that we aust not. be anxious or. SOITY | &: - 
‘Oh, father, father,’ shid the girl a mo-- 

about what we shall eat or wear, for, he ment later, as she opened’ the door for 
who gave us life will send us, til aud ’ the old ‘man dripping wet with the 
he who made our bodies will.clothe us. 

. rain, against which an umbrella had 

1. Lr been scant iom. 

Honths’ “ It was foolish, puss,” pork ‘the dea: 

ge can, feebly. 8 : 

“W'He must go to bed straight off and 

TR Afver od Days. | have some hop-tea,”" said Miss Dorothy 

“ Coming; father, coming » As the | imperatively, who had come forward, 

¢lear voice floated i in to him, the deacon | knitting in hand. '“ Such 'foolhardi- 

gently drew his spectacles from his dim, | ness! If you don't catch your death, 

tired dyes, and with a smile laid his I'll be thankful I” "But thére were tears 

‘handicaressingly upon the low chair be: | in her eves and a tremble in her voice. 

side his own. In a moment more | The next morning the deacon thought 

Christabel stood in the doorway. Spring | he would not get’ up,” Suel' & ‘pain in 

beamed as truly from out. her glad, his bones, and a fever to," he said, arid 

young eyes, asin the broad face of nature only raised a Tittle from a gtupor to tell 

just ‘without, youth's spring-time, which Christabel $0 much when = came in to 

is the best of all. Radiant and joyous | awaken him, much | d at his non- 

as the fresh h.gpereing itself is Christabel, | appearance at the breakfast table. 

and, yet shé was plucked ns a brand | Along the’ country road the maiden 
sped a little ater, leaving Miss Dorothy 

home do watch and: tend with fore. pure as tlie flowers so dear to her, it is 

and firm decision of him she calls father. was the case ‘beyond. their simple 

“ Did you think Twas never coming ?” | remedies the frightened women needed 

said she, crossing the room in the light, no one to. tell them. Bo, while ‘one 

sprinky way, that, w when lite is young | watched timorously at home, the othér 

maiden. tabel the daisies’ ‘modest beauty that 

Drawing: the sleeves down over A like _whity stars sprinkled thickly the 

arms, which to facilitate her work had grass she passed over, she. did not even 

she settled herself down in the chair | Brindle who pressediher nose against 

beside the deacon. the bars of the pasture. Small comfort 

“Did you get very impatient, father did the physician bring when ‘te came, 

she "sdid, be ss her band upon the | He strove. to infuse, hope iutp bis {ones 

wilskled one resting upon the deacon’s | but the. first ominous shake of the head, 

| knop : the first’ expression in: his eyes, when 

| “| No-o,” ‘responded the Stbacs with {hey looked upon the’ uncohscions sick 

a smile, drawing" his hand ‘from ‘the | man, told the tale, to thése anxious 
| loving clasp that held it to etroke the | watchers. | Jt-was bu-a little while the 

W Sunshine, good manlingered. Gentle always even 

although we cannot always have it close | in "his delirium, the pathos of it all 

beside us, i3 none the less chearing and broug lit tears of bitter, grief many and 

| I knew you would come presently... ily atime. to, the eyes of his young 

With low laugh the - girl nestled her nurse. «Roz it was Christabel, the little 

hesd on the old man’s shoulders, for | waif whom “He Had ‘picked as & pearl 
truly was-shesthe sunshine of the house, | from the gutter, the little ‘ohild who by 

making, giad the two £0 near the end of | his love had grown to be a good and 

winning ways. charge of the dying man, A 

“ What “chapter shall it be to-day, ors pune 
father 2 said Christabel, after a short | wellnigh incapable by the inf mi mY > 

pause, tou feverently ‘the blessed | tearing at her pias Wringing 
“Book which she had’ taken upon her | hor hands ‘an rang tém 

lap; for it was with a chapter from be- | cheek the rs th 51 wl ik 
baad’ its ane that two always | nels in the wrin lhl 

sheir day. a gentle 

t the other's eye, as smile sash, 

evidently ei page, the book 
powpe ob of itself. ‘Reading con- 
sent in the mild eyes bent upon her, the 
pr co eg little oi i ow rl her 

our Lord's dear words : " my Father's 
§ Ts 

: : 

At at the. ands. As! the.sus with 

3 0 am ba JE 2 aM < 
| 

pnt ne A gat. pl tp A lp 

TH 

SEP TEMBER. 18, 1878. 
—— EE 

hands, a LOR i: thi Father x was 
he. The deacon hard Hoda, “onaivas 
almost all the day.: i F411 J 

“ Don’t ‘mourn . so, Polly” he dd 

| “the way is very short ve to: us ; I 
but go belore.” 

“ What should T a Oo. you, 

dear?” he murmured, as Christabel, 

with gentlest touch, raised him to take 
some nourishment, and then, as he 

noted the rush of tears. to the young 

girl's eyes, repeated, “Only. alittle way, 
may dear, only alittle way.’ | Very quiet 

was the last., A gentle rousing from a 
little sleep. a quiver, a gasp, and he was 
gone. Radiant was the aged face just 
before the soul took its flight, as if even 
now the glory of the heavenly city shone 
full upon it. “My daughter,” he mur. 

\ mured, and although his hand returned 
feebly Christabel's loving pressure, his 
eyes looked beyond as if made glad by 
something sought for, found at last. If 

mayhap his first heavenly greeting was 
for her who had left him years before, 
his last earthly thought was for her who 
had filled her place below. 3 

Christabel and"Miss Dorothy lived on 
for many years in the old House, the 
younger ever caring for and succouring 
the older. As time rolléd on Christabel 
became a happy wife and mother, but 
always cherished was the quaint old 
lady whose life else would have been so 
desolate. And when, at the last, in 

very fulness of years, her days were 
ended, it was the hand of the little 

foundling who made sweet her last 
hours. Then the waif, who would have 
drifted, no doubt, into, the great, sea of 
sin but for him they both loved, made 
smooth her deathbed. vA 

ee ee 

"CONVENTION SERMON. 

Christ, the Successful Worker, 

A SERMON PREACHED rr FREDERICTON, Je 
B, ON MONDAY, AUG. 20, BEFORE THE 
BAPTIST CONVENTION OF. ‘NOVA SCOTIA, 
NEW BRUNSWICK AND LP. Bl ISLAND. 

(Published oy requestbp the Coioitlibn. 

Isaiah; xii. 4: + He shall not fail nor be 
aeotnged i e have set, ob ld in 

When ; Napalgon stood before the 
Alps, which. barred his progress: into 
Italy, he said t6 Marescot, the ‘chief of 
his engineers :—* Is it; to cross 
the mountains 7" It is possible, Sie,” 
was the reply, “ but with a great, deal 
of difficulty.” # Then," said Napoleon 
Wet us set out at once.” “The attempt 
was made, and siiccess was the issue. 
When the Messiah was contemplating 
the work for which he’ was anointed, 

numeroits and gredt were the ‘obstacles 

that lay io his path, ‘A mjghty, gulf 
separated between God-and man. Deity 

could not crass to humanity ; man could 

not cross to God." Divine holiness, which 

cannet make any allowance for sin, and 

which must preserve continual antipathy 
to every form of evil, was there. Infin- 
ite Justice, which guards the. eternal 

throne, stood in threatening! ATAY 

against’ every offender. The’ fearful an- 

nouncement was, “The soul that §inneth, 

it shall dis.” The difficulty of maintain- 
ing the, “dignity, and righteousness of 
the Divine government while: humanity 

was" reached, uplifted and saved, ‘was 
another obstacle.. The, depravity ‘of 
man ; his inability to raise himself to 
the heights of inmocenee and happiness, 
and his disinclination to act 'as a peni- 

another barrier in the way of Him who 
was/to come “ with dyed garments from 
Bozrdh, travelling inthe" greatness of 
His strength.” In wiew of all’ these 
ghafacies he calmly exclaims, “lo, I 
come, I delight to He thy willy O my 
God.” And He inspired Icaiah to 

.prophesy concerning himself; ** He shall 
not fail'nor be discouraged until he have 
set judgment in the earth.’ . 
+ Mirabeau, a renowned statesman, a 

man of genius and-of almost super- 
human energy, said’ to his secretary, 

who objected that it ¥ impossible to 
do a certain amount, ¢ f, work: i in a given 
time ; == Impossible. I» » Never 
repbrye commariianetn mg 
the that of Nazareth énf orced Hi & Bob 
lesson, “ All things,” says ‘he, 

almost | possible ta him that believeth.” Paul 
was persuaded that this saying was true. 
For while he declares ‘that he: is the 

with | least of the Apostles,” under the warn. 
ing influence of eae 

the zero of doubt $2 hat : gh a 

me." 

when he exclaims, “1 oan. 
through Christ who 
It would seem, therefore, that to over- 

tent, prodigal returning home, interposed | 
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