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come diffidulties and lo accomplish great 

results, there must bo a firm res
olve and 

an unwavering purpose. Men have 

been just ow the point of victory and 

given up their work as impossi
ble, be- 

cause resolution failed them. Put it 

will not be so with the suhject of this
 

prophecy: He will never. be discour- 

aged, his resolution will never fail. With 

men composure ol mind seems neces. 

sary to success, Tor ¢ the spirit of man 

sustaineth his infirmities, but a wounded 

spirit who can bear?” The Redeemer 

of men was “a man of sorrows and ae- 

quainted with grief,” but he was not 

discouraged. For the joy that was set 

before him he endured the cross and 

despised the shame. And amid all the 

discouragements of the present and the 

future we are assured that he will never 

fail. 
In. examining the words of the text 

we notice two leading thoughts : 

SE0oND.~— The certainty of his success. 

I. The great work Christ is to do—to 

“ get judgment in' the earth.” Many 

men commissioned by superior authori: 

ty or by self-appoiittment have under- 

taken to do great things in the earth, 

but success did not crown their efforts. 

Adam was constituted the federal head 

of ' his ' posterity, but he failed in the 

undertaking and the race was ruined. 

Moses was commissioned to deliver 
Israel, but he failed to bring the people | 

to: the promised land. - Some have 

thought 6f universal empire. That is a 

great idea, to have all civilized nations 
under one ruler. Alexander and Cesar 

undertook to carry it out, and it may: be 

that it entered the day-dreams of the 

firt Napoleon. The idea of having uni- 

versal peace is still grander;and to es- 
lish. it: ih the earth would be a yet 

greater work, for men might be subject 
to’ the sme ruler and not be friendly 
towards each other. To secure univer 
sal prosperity would be a work still more 

grand ‘and diffieplt; for there might be 
peace" with only a limited amount of 

deemer bas undertaken to do is the 

pied the ‘mind ‘of ‘man. It is not to 

secure universal empire, or universal 
peace, of universal prosperity ;. bub 
greater still,~it is to establish judgment 

or ‘righteousnsss in the earth. We do 

not say that every man will be righteous, 
but we do affirm that the power of 
Christ will be universally acknowledged, 

and his“influence will be universally 
felt. “ Men ‘shall’ bé blessed in him; 

all, mations shall call him; blessed.” 

Kingdom: afterkin zdom shall be wrested 

from the power of Salah and given to 

Christ.’ The stone cut oiit of thie moun- 
tain without hands will fill the earth. 
The heathen will bo given to Christ for 

his inheritance and the uttermost paris 
of the ‘éatth for' Lis possession, His 

name shall be great in all {he earth, for 

at his name evédry. knee shall bow and 

every tongue coiféss. In the far north, 

the ‘régions’ of eternal ice and eternal 
snow, where winfer's sway is ceaseless, 

where every wave that shivers along the 

Ohrist’ id to have moruments of his 

grace. “The north” is to “ give up.” 

Hearts that beat in the greasy bosoms 

of the Bsquimau: snd Greenlander in 

their huts of snow are to throb with love 

to earth's Redeemer sud Lord. In the 

torrid South, where suipmer is eternal, 

and in the islands of the.ocean, where 

the waves thake music along the shore, 

she namie of ‘Jesus will be the sweetest 

name under heaven, “'Ihe South ” shall 

not “keep back,” and the * isles shall 

wait. for ‘his law"? In Africa; where an 

ardent sun sheds light ‘and heat every- 

where, ‘expopt into the hearts ol her | 

dark-browed children, Jesus, willyb 

known and loved 2s the Sum of. Right- 

eousness, For Ethiopia ehall stretch 

ont her bands upto God, And feom the 

rising of the sun unto the going down of 

thé same His name is to Ue honored and 

adored. ‘More than ten centuries before 
the Messiah was, a pilgrim, on earth's 

highway, the Father promised: that *his 

hand * should be ‘ set also in the sea, 

his right hand in the rivers.” What 
ri is promise 7 . Is it, not that 

by-paths, 

which the Indus, the 

Kuphrates run, as well as among dwell: 

ers in Christian lands, according to this 

prophecy, will Jesus raise thecstandard 

of righteousness and peace. But how 

is it to be done? The Holy Spirit is 

the grand agen for accomplishing a 

work so desirable and glorious. And 

blessed be the name of Christ, hie is 
shedding forth upon the world, even at 

this moment, the Spirit that he prom- 

ised when he was about. to return to his 

Father. This Spirit, the author of Scrip- 
ture and the énlightener and Comforter 

ot those that duly seek him, is irresisti- 

ble in his energy and mighty in his 

working. Earth’s most potent resistance 

is utter feebleness, and the most cunning 

machinations of hell are the sheerest 

‘and most transparent folly in compari: 
son with his might and his wisdom. 

But he waits to be enquired of by his 

people, for he is pleased to use human 

instrumentality in accomplishing the 
purpose of the Messiah. The pleadings 

of childhood in'its first lispings of devo- 
tion and the prayers of the aged saint as 

he is about to enter heaven. He weaves 

into the chain of Providence to help 

forward the cause of righteousness and 

truth. Scepties may sneer at the worth 

and deny the relevancy of prayer yet 

in answer to the supplications of his 
church in Britain and in America, won- 

ders have been wrought on the Foreign 
Mission field, conquests have been won 
on the high places of danger and trial, 
scores and hundreds that dwelt in ‘‘a 
land of graven images and who were 
mad upon their idols" have been attract. 
ed to the Saviour and are worshipping 
the living God. Pagodas have given 
place to Christian temples. False sys: 
tems, hoary with age, are shewing signs 
of feebleness and decay. New doorsare 
open everywhere. China and J yi are 
throwing wide their gates and bidding 

| Christianity welcome. And what mean- 
eth all this? It is but a gentle intima 
tion to the churches that if the Spirit is 
duly invoked and honored, he will meet 
the largest requests that their faith in 
spires. Itisa that Jesus is true 
to his promise and sufficient for the 
work of setting Jodgryent in the earth.” 
And no chan arth can bring will 
ever upheave his covenant or shiver the 
sceptre of his x and 3 eternal 

urpose. It seems that as the Spirit t 
re se to honor every draft te 
people upon him, and to send down 

consecration to 
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seem, from the teaching of the Apostle, 
to be a mighty hindrance to the work of 

evangelizing the heathen. The con- 
verso of this must be true. A revival 
of primitive and child-like trust in the 

world’s one Redeemer would so draw 
upon the resources of the Christian 
Church as to" supply the wants of the 
perishing. Then # would soon see 

the reddening of the millenial dawn, 

The enlargement of the Church's faith 

in God must come before that better 

and happier era. And this increased 

confidence in Divine power and faithful 

ness and love, the Spirit will use for the 
advancement of i A Messiah's King: 
dom. But, as we efore suggested, a 

simple-hearted faith would lead to the 
God of the Church's 

wealth. Jesus Christ is the proprietor 

of the universe. He made all things 

and by him all things gonsist. We are 
not our own. And what have we, but 
our sins, that we Have not received? 
We are only the servants and stewards 
of Christ, out by an indulgent 
Master. t his revenues and 
report to WW hat will be our terror 
and pun ent if we waste well nigh 

ves and ‘thus defraud the 
rightful due? As 

jealous examination of our'hearts. The 
time is coming, and in prophecy it is 
foretold, when it will not, be necessary 
to ask every man, “ How much owest 
‘thou the Master?’ But “ Holiness to 
the Lord” shall be wtitten upon all the 
Christian’s possessions. In the interval 
between the present and that happier 
time, Jesus will need the consecration 
of his people's substance to his service. 
The products of the miné, the farm, the 
forge, and the loom ; the fulness of the 
earth and the abufidance of the sea, 
must be converted unto him. It would 
thus appear that the great work of 
getting judgment or righteousness in the 
earth, which the Messiah has under 
taken to perform, is-40 be accomplished 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit 

aiding ectual as instru. 
mentalities his peéople’s prayers and 
purity of life; thelr faith in God and 

£4 11. The 

upon a em, 2. Bete untold bless- | pose. Do 
ings in answer to their ings, prayer RS his rejection by 

must avail much towards the success of | tke wealthy and th@WWftuential. During 

missions. It is necessary, too, for the | the years of his sdjpurn among men, it 
reservation of piety in the individual was tauntingly as “ Have any of the 

‘heart and life. A lighted taper in foul 
air will soon. be extinguished. Thrown 
into a jar of oxygen, it. will burn 
with a beautiful and vivid flame. The 
lafnp of piety will burn brightly only in 
the atmosphere of prayer, Piet d 

prayer re-act upon each other. Pile 
18 necessary foplety, and piety is néces- 
sary to successful prayer. “If I re 
iniquity in my heart,” says the Psalmist, 
“ the Lord will not'hedr me.” Leaping 
out from the soul of a poor: but pious 
widow in some lonely garret, or from 1 
bosom. of some patient. and faithful 
sufferer, prayer . ascends. with more 
rapid speed than 'lightning’s flash or 
angel's wing, and a blessing descends. 
But the sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination {0.48 ; J Purity of 
character in the followers of 3 has 
therefore an. importan gon the 
success of his cause. ur holiness o 
La may hye othe chario ) is 
salvation, . Our decrepit piety may ¢ 
its wheels a d retard pe de 4 13s 
a solemn thing 
bustling and hea 

wardness of human nature 
should, look upon. it as » 
being worn qhite a! Wi the 
safeguard? In wat 
Like Perseus, who ‘eut. 

Ay er. 

logis Rela be entered into. 
e should entangled : 

should “lay aside every weight pe. The b 
sin that doth so easily beset us” As 
the Rechabites, who would net drink 
wine but refused also to eat grapes, we 
should “ abstain from all appearance of 
evil, mine, it is said, will ex: 

5 of 

mound which the cunning hunter 
throws im its way. Let us lollow its 
amp a Bi gem ther than 
rag in re of iniquity our is- 

tian profe 7 and, thus disgrace 
cause oy ¢ 4 have espoused. oo 
personal holi ipgs from trust in 
the Lord J iy. x 3 not our faith 

| need renovation, and, inorease 7, dn 
© | writing to the Corinthian Christians, 

Paul. uses this memorable language : 
“ Having hope, when your faith is in. 
credsed, that v 
you accordip@ t 

€ preach Gosy 
von. : \ 

» 
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faith will be seen in commutic 
God id on Emte. a2, his iu ar 
anxiety for the honor of his 
in labors and nbiitiflons or ba cause, the 
great Apostle Lr with an enlarge- 
ment of their faith that he would 

> 

7 

yto live in, this 
ong age. | | rep 

is so rasped. by the selfishness. 

® 

rulers or of the Pharisees 
him ?* ‘With' the ‘exception of Nico 
demus, Joseph of and Zae- 
cheeus, who of the honorable or. the 
wealthy could have been counted amon 
his fol Pont © rulers, the irs 
of opinion, the wise. mien, these are 

inst him. Ts n¢ discouraging ? 
If men are to establish a new cause they 
seek the patronage of the rick and the 
noble. Eloquence and poetry and phil- 
osophy mist alle laid under contribu- 
tion to ‘give s @ enterprise. 
It was not 80 with the an 5 of Christ. 
Met by priestly hate and kingly power, 
by the coldness of the Pharisees and 
the opposition of the Scribes, Christian- 

ity was not the foster-child of authority, 
fashion, or wealth. The leaders of 
e people did rot accept it as heaven. 

born’ and Re — - os At 
ends were rmen an x rers, 

th and uneducated Galileans. 
anassehs, men of blood, and Magda. 

lefi§, cast off’ creatures, are among the 
number. Is the plain Nazaréne, the 

utedsson of a carpenter, to revolw 
‘tionize the world and * set judgment in 
the earth” with such a rabble at his 
heels? Does he call men from the 

publicans’ seats and tax-gatherers” tables 
and commission them to preach the 

the Kingdom ? Does he select do h ose hands are wet with pets 
and “fishing le to handle the Word 

of Bven'so. And isthe world in 
the Augustan age of its ‘glory to be 
converted to the faith of this man of 
Nazareth, by the labors ol a dozen pear 
illitafate and unpolished Galileans 3 
Is not the outlook discouraging? “Will 
nob'the attempt be a failure? Did not 
Zeno and the Stoics; Socrates, Plato, 
and, the. Academicians; Aristotle and 

the séhool of Peripatet:cs, try to reform 
the world and fail? Is it reasonable to 
suppose “that any ‘better success will 

the | crown this new etfort. 
~ JThe eanly death of Christ would seem 

| to bring ruin to his cause, The founder 
| of a new religion requires many years of 

patient toil to meet the prejudices of 
men and inspire them with confidence 
in him and: his undertaking, Jesus 

Christ ADdered. 4p and down, through- 
out the cities of Palestine, 8s a public 

teacher, three years only. He wa; then 
arrested and condemned as a malefactor, 
and crucified as a'slave. In the: midst 

and of the livi an his dec 

survive and hs wok go on after rd 
go brief and a death so ignominious ? 

The brief life of his followers an 
their limited influence roan Jobe 
another cause of discoura esus 

"are called.” 

beguile the unwary, to throw down the 
Hd of separation between the church 

e 

were consulted she would say that they | glorified.” “Verily, verily, I say unto 
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should be kept here toiling on until old , you, except a corn of wheat fall into the 

age whitened their locks and exhausted 
their strength. Dut Christ deals not 
thus with his followers. Prophets have 
goné ; Apostles have gone; worthies 
that we knew and with whom perchance 
we toiled, sleep in tiie quiet sepulchre. 
LY, most godly are often early removed. 
Péarce and Spenser and Summerfield 
and Nott, and many others whose names 
are precious, were taken in the full flush 
of their manhood and while the sweat of 
labor was still upon their brow. And 
the majority of Christ's disciples have 
been of limited influence according to 
the world’s reckoning. They were un- 
noticed, or noticed only to be despised. 
For “not many wise men after the 

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 

Vigorous and persistent opposition to 
the cause of Christ would appear, to our 
imperfect knowledge and fallible judg- 
ment, a source of discouragement. Such 
opposition has been offered to Christ in 
countless ways. Satan, the arch-enemy 

of God and man, gathered all his ener- 
gies into one desperate effort to over- 
throw Jesus and the kingdom he came 
to establish. That was the hour and 
power of darkness. Messiah went down 
under the engulfing flood of the enemy, 
but he rose again. He was not dis 
couraged. From that hour to the 
present the same old foe in Protean 

shapes, has been waging a relentless 
conflict with the Head of the Church. 
Judaism has opposed the Gospel. 
Heathenism, with its midnight orgies, 
its bloody rites and infernal mysteries, 
has been no mean enemy. Mohamme- 
danism, which spread its principles b 
the sword, has been a bitter foe. Val. 
gar Infidelity = planted its batteries 
against the walls of Christ's Kingdom. 
Refined ig etm gent out its sharp 
shooters to wt, 0% The * harp, sack- 
but and psaltery ” have been used to 

“world. The hand of 

armed with fire and swor | 
raised against the followers of Jesus. 
Millions, of whom the world was not 
worthy, were either drowned, burned, 

od or bhsied alive. The thnmbscren, 

have all been used to crush out the 
cause of the world’s Redeemer. And 
yet he is not discouraged. That ancient 
prophecy concerning him has not yet 
spent its  JOR0e Li e shall not fail.” 
I'he impe hone and inconsistencies 
of his own friends hinder the work of 
Christ. That was the “unkindest cut 
of all” when the ungrateful Brutus 
thrust the dagger into the bosom of 
Ceesar, his former friend. The failin 
of his peo ple, the poverty of their fai 
and their conformity to the world, would 
seem to” be more discouraging to Jesus 
than the o position of Sh Tose: “The 
weakness of faith in his disciples is a 
grief to the Master. The only occasion 
on which he addressed his followers with 

anything that appeared to savor of im- 
pe and indignation, but which was 

y au expression of grief, was when 
their lack of trust in him failed to heal 
the lunatic boy, He discovered in the 
weakness of their confidence a want of 
sympathy with him. His love was dis- 
appointed. His heart was grieved. And 
who can say with certainty that a pang 
of pain is not sent into his tender and 
sensitive heart now when we are guilty 
of unbelief? It may be so. Perhaps 
our failures and our sins grieved him 

too, . His people are vessels to hold the 
manna of the Gospel. If the vessels 
are unclean, is not the manna injured ? 
They are the lights of the world. If the 
light is obscured where is hope for the 
home, the community, the nation, and 
the race? They are the salt of the 
2% \ the salt should lose its Sesor 
where is its worth as a preserving power 
They are Epistles to be known and 
read by all men ; but if the Epistles are 
blotted blueresh 0, that the writing 
s well-nigh illegi 5 hon are men to 
ow the meaning of the letter and be 

benefitted by its teaching? It would 
seem, then, grrr gp ) 

tion of Christ by the titled, the we 
and the influential—the fact vigor § 18 
followers are mostly the obscure w 
range of influence is limited—that his 
death was early, and the life of his 

people brief—thai there has been per- 
sistent opposition to him on the part of 
bh - oes, and but feeble support given 
him by his friends, are indeed causes of 
discouragement. - But Jesus is not 

broken in spirit. He is not to fail till 
he have set judgment in” the earth. 
And wherefore? What are the guaran. 
tees of his success ? 

His own death pledges the triumphs 
of his cross. False religions must fall. 

1dols hrf totter and SN to the 
round. opposing influences must 
i way. Ane upon the cross Jesus 

bt an arrow of defiance at the hosts of 
ess. He triumphed then, although 

e fell in the conflict. He rose like a 
giont refreshed with sleep, wrenched 
rom Satan's grasp the keys of death and 
of the unseen world, flung them upon 
his shoulder and ascended on high, 
Henceforth he has been expecting until 
his enemies shall become his foot-stool. 

re 

ground and die, it abideth alone ; but if 
it die it bringeth forth much fruit.” The 
enemies of Christ thought his death 
would be destruction to his purposes and 
plang. They erred, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. By 
crucifying' the Redeemer they helped 
forward the cause they: intended to 
destroy. : 

The early achievements of the cross 
inspire the belief that Christ cannot fail. 
The humble Nazarene was cast out of 
Jewish synagogues by his own people, 
and put to death as a malefactor by 
Roman power. What followed? De. 
feat ? Nay, in ten days from the time 
his wondering disciples stood on Olivet's 
brow watching the rapidly diminishing 
form of their ascending Lord, three 
thousand souls in one day were added 
to their number. Scarcely three years 
have passed before churclies are plant. 
ed “throughout Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria.” In seven years the Gos- 
pel is ‘carried to the Gentiles. In 
thirty years the religion of Jesus 
was a power in Asia Minor and 
Egypt, in Greece and Rome.. .In 
about a century from the time of the 
Ascension Justin Martyr uses this re- 
markable language: ‘There is not a 
nation, either Greek or Barbarian, or of 
any other name, even of those who 
wander in tribes and live in tents,among 
whom prayers are not offered to God the 
Father in the name of the Crucified 
Jesus.” If the fourth century, a little 
more than two hundred years later, 
Chrysostom writes that “the Apostles 
of Christ were twelve, and they gained 
the whole earth. If you go to India, 
to Scythia, to the uttermost parts of the 
world, you will everywhere find the 
doctrine of Christ enlightening the souls 
of men,” Itis by no means a difficult 
task to refer to the triumphs of the 
cross in later times. We might speak 
of thousands and tens of thousands in 
Asia and Africa and the islands of the 
ocean, who have been uplifted from 
heathenish darkness and degradation 
into the light and liberty of the children 
of God, We could tell of lands where 
man's rights are guarded and social 
blaming are enjoyed, and trace all to 

achievements of the cross are a certain 
and sufficient pledge, and a glorious 
earnest of its ultimate and universal 
success. - They guarantee the fulfilment 
of the promise that “the Gentiles shall 
come to his light, and kings to the 
brightness of his rising,” and that “ the 
proms Lp shall be filled with his 

ory. 
There is another reason why Christ 

shall not fail nor be discouraged till his 
pufpoee is. accomplished. It lies in the 
act that he possesses the necessary quali- 

Jicgtions for the work he has undertaken. 
He is Divine. If he were only man his 
wisdom would be too limited and his 
strength too feeble, to carry his cause 
to a successful issue, His zeal, his mo- 
tives and his faithfulness, if he were a 
creature merely, would be inadequate 
to his great undertaking. Napoleon 
with all his skill as a warrior and a states- 
man goes down. The rod of power is 
splintered in his grasp, and as the 
caged eagle flutters against the bars of 
his prison, so he strives and fails. But 
Jesus sits on the circle of the earth and 
calmly sees his work go on. He isa 

as a thousand years and a thousand 
Fx of patience. One day is with him 

years as one day. He is eternal and 
can afford to wait. 

| pesnon because he is a God of knew- 
edge. He is the wisdom of God. By 
virtue of his omniscience all things, 
past, present, and to come, are known 

to him. From all eternity he knew the 
circumstances that would be connected 
with his work and the glorious results 
that would follow. This knowledge 

must have sustained him in the garden 
and on the cross. He knew that there 
was joy before him, and he despised 

the shame that lay between him and the 
prize, He knows all about the future. 

Prophecy declares that he shall “justify 

| many.” This is the purpose for which 

he azonized and died. Prophecy also 
says that © he shall see of ihe travail of his 
act! and shall be satislied.)” When we 

remember that his spirit inspired these 

prophecies, we are persuaded that be: 
fore his eye continually floats the vision 

of myriads saved by his grace. And 

while he contemplates that * multitude 

which no man can number,” who with 
voices * louder than the sound of many 
waters” give him the glory, how can he 

be discouraged—how can he fail? He 

is a God of power. He himself says, 
after his resurrection from the dead, 

¢« All power is given unto me in heaven 

and in earth.” This power is delegated 
to him, but it rests on no precarious 

foundation. Jesus holds it by no un- 

certain tenure. “The Father loveth the 

Son, and hath given all things into his 

hand.” He holds his authority by the 

eternal, unchanging, infinite love of his 
Father and ours. He has power over 

nature, for he is the Creator, Nature 

obeyed him in the days of his flesh. 

Ulysses, after a twenty years abseno? 

from his home in Ithaca, proved himself 

the genuine husband and father of wife 

and children who had forgotten him, by 
drawing with ease a bow that mo one 

else could bend. Despised and rejected 
Jesus stood his own 

power over the laws of nature 
that he was the Creator. Nature bent 
ab his will. And from that hour Jesus 

| has been using the elements and pro- 

of Jesus. But the early . 

He is a God of 
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