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CONVENTION SERMON.

The Presént Situation of the Ba,'p-
tists of the Maritime Provinces.

A\

-
A DISCOURSE DELIVERED BEFORE THE Bar-
r18T CONVENTION AT THE 34TH ANNUAL
sessioN 1N Truro, N. 8., Ava. 25, 1879,

By Rev.. W. P. EvERETT.
(Published by request of the body.)

Some who are present may remember
that at our last Annual Session, there
weré several brethren who, in view of
the small portion of each session which
is devoted to the actual business of the
denomination, expressed the conviction
that it woulfl be expedient to dispense
with the custom of presenting an Annual
Sermon, and proceed to substitute for it
the discussion of some leading topio re-
lating to the exigencies and démands of
the denomination. '

Being in accord with those who che,
rish such a view, I trust the members of
the Convention will pardon me, if to-
day I shall deviate considerably from
the usual form and substance of a Ser-
mon, and shall lead you to the comsid:
eration of matters somewhat practical.

1 shall not, however, forsake the beat-
en track of all my predecessors in the
custom of*selecting and presenting a
portign of Holy Scripture as & nucleus
for my remarks. The text will be a
double one and may be found in Joshus
xiil. 1: “And the Lord said unto Nim
* * there remaineth yeot very much land

to be possessed.” Numbers xiii. 30: |

“ Letus go up at once and poasess it :
JSor woe are well able to overcome it."

' The remarks which I propose to offer
will bé on '

THE PRESENT SITUATION OF OUR DKNOM-

INATION IN THESE MARITIME PROVINCES,
AND OUR REQUIREMENTS,

As the passage selected from the Book
of Joshua implies that at the period of
its utterance, the ancient Hebrews had’
already obtained the possession of a por-
tion of their goodly inheritance, so it has.
heen with us as & denomination during
the century. of our history in these

Provinces which has just been com-

ploted. *

We have under divine direction been
largely instrumental in achieving a reli-
gieus and civil liberty for ourselves and

other denominations which we wrested

from the Episcopal hierarehy, and from |

a domineering politieal oligarehy.

knowledgment of which our deneminan

tion contended almost single handed,
and i’ the ‘face of fierge opposition, | |
1 vanced slowly bus surely, though not in

bave now been largely accepted and
partially adopted by our opponents.
Notably among these, {is ‘the mnecessity
of & converted church membership:—
the exaltation of Seripture as authority
superior to catechisms, creeds, and
confessions ~ of faith j—the injustice
and umseripturalness of initiating in-

voludtary subjects, such as infants,
into, the church by a socalled bap-,

tism j—the right of laymen to exer-
cise their gifts of prayer and exhorta-
tion in public assemblies j—the recog:
nition of woman's services in various
prominent departments of church work ;
—the separation of Church and State,
and the adoption of the voluntary prin-
ciple in the support of religion ;—these
and other principles and practices of a
similar primitive and apostolic character,
which in the days of our fathers, were
opprobriously .stigmatized as “ New-
light,” are now either partially received,
or, at least, respectfully treated by many
evangelical bodies.

Nor need we be surprised at such a
result, for principles are immortal. They
will*not be put down, but evermore
fight their way on to victory.

These advances and radical changes
in other denominations which serve us
as landmarks to denote the triumphal
advance of our principles, will one day
be mapped as capes on the coast of
Eocclesiastical History,by means of which
Christian organisations, not bearipg our
name, sailed into the haven of primitive
Christian simplicity, apostolic ortho-
doxy and true upnity, and thus became
thé happy possessors of that “faith
which was once delivered to the saints.”

Then will it be seen and acknowledged
that the true and only remedy for
schism, was what Baptists have ever
maintained, namely, the full and exact
obedience of Christ's order to his dis-
C to whom he said, “Go teach
them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you."

| The Academy is in a flourishing con-

‘our Provinces, and they enjoy in & re,

| tion at the stations. Irfant churches
Many of the leading principles and
prictices for the introduction, and ac-

| in prospeot for it.

1HE

But not only have we succeeded in
largely possessing the land as far as the
propagation and acceptance of our dis-
tinctive principles are concerned, but
our denominational organizations and
and our status as a people indicate a
creditable measure of progress during
the thirty-three years of the existence
of this. Convention.® :

What marked improvement has oc-
curred since the year 1846. Then, the
total membership of our churches was
only about 12,000. It is now three times
gredter,

Our College and Academy were then
comparative weaklings,and the continu-
ed existenceof the College was by many
considered to be problematical. Thanks
be to God | the brave and hopefal hearts
of Crawley and Chipman and others
who fraternized with them would not
entertain the thought of failure. Their
hopefulness and firmness commanded
final success.

The number of students in the College
was then exceedingly small. The Cata-
logue of 1879”80 will shew the respeota:
ble number of 80 or more.

dition, and o Female Seminary has at

last fpund “a local habitation," and in |

the néar fature will doubtless make for
itself a name of which we shall all be
proud.

The old buildings, in which our Insti-
tutions were oradled, have been sup-
platited u:{ohuh‘ and commodious edi-
fioes which ave.a credit. to_the denomi-
nation. The eorps of instructors in the
College and Academies are persons of
ability and character, second to none in

markable degree the confidence and es-
teem of the charches,

The state of our finances is not so
prosperous as could be desired, yet it is
far from discouraging. .

The amotnt of out possessions in pro-
perty and Endowment is certainly in
advance of what even the most sanguine
30 years since supposed possible.

‘Our Foreign Mission, after a discipline
of forty years wanderving in the wilder-
ness of doubt amd uncertainty, has at
last been locdted, and is now almost fully
established in all essential respects.

Missions Compounds have been pro-
cured and suitable buildings are either
comspleted Or are in progress of comple-

have been organized, and some converts
from heathenism have been gathered in-
to the fold of Christ, and the prospects
of the future are most' promising,

“Our Home Mission interests have ad-

the same proportion as other denomina-
tional interests, nor as the merits of the
Home field deserye ; but better days are

Now in view of all the progress that
has been made during the thirty years
past, may we not exclaim, “ What hath
God wrought " | Behold it is marvel-
lous in our eyes "'

But there still remains sauch land to
be possessed in all the variot\ depart-
ments of our denominational enterprise.

Let us glance at the ‘requirements of
each of those branches of Christian ef-
fort which are assigned a place in the
legislation and eare of this Convention,

I. Forumian Missions.

‘This enterprise, I am happy to say,
seefns to be deeply imbedded in the af:
fections -of the denomination, and has
received their liberal support,but yet by
no means & -support adequate to its
claims and necessities,

So far as our individual Mission is con-
cerned, we have settled our missiona-
ries on a field which contains a teeming
population in the hundreds and thou-
sands of villages adjacent to the territory
occupied by our Mission.

Perhaps there would be no”exaggera-
tion in affirming that the population
which surrounds the centres occupied
by our missionaries and their assistants,
and to which they may have access, is
three or four times greater than the en-
tire population of our Maritime FProv-

These millions are still sunk in the
depths of unutterable vileness, enve-
loped in the night of ignorance, their
spiritual vision being overspread by &
veil which has ever thickened during
forty centuries. '

Our aim is to rend this veil,—to per.
meate hearts t with truth and
love,—t0 purify the deep gulfs of pollu-

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

liberty wherewith Christ makes hie peo-
ple free. -

To accomplish this, many appliances
and resources are absolutely necessary.
Qur Foreign Mission Board, if they
would discharge their duty, must urge
upon the churches to consider in a prac-
tical manner those necessities of the Mis-
sion, Salaries are requisite for the sup-
port of our missionaries and their assist:
ants, preachers, colporteurs and teachers.
Houses affording shelter for the mis.
sionary families, buildings for school
purposes, and for native assistants, must
also be provided on the respective com:
pounds. ' , '
Thé nature of the climate is such, so
physicians and mishionaries who have
lived in the tropics assure us, that Eu-
ropeans cannot hope to be healthy “in
small low-roofed houses beneath a verti.
cal sun, Besides this, many materials
which in this country may be used for
building, there are honey-combed and
destroyed by the insatiable ants.

Good houses, and consequently some-
what expensive ones, must be provided,
and though the large outlay seems to be
extravagant at the outset, it will prove
to be economy in the end,

Qur missionaries are very likely to
break down in health, and the remedy
to restore them, may likely be an
‘expensive’ trip to their native land,
This is an expense which sooner or
later will inevitably present itself.

Provision must therefore be made for

sickness and death remave our pioneérs.
Such reinforcements may be demanded
two or three times within a generation,
or before the self-supporting stage of
our Mission among the Telugus ean be.
reached. |
Our school work also will demand a
a continued outlay ‘of money for many
years to come befdre it'can be sustained
by the natives. = e
To sum up. whole matter: after
our building operations are completed,
we shall probablrr«gnim to make an’

are drained of their young life blood and
vigor to give strength and numbers to
the populous city churches. Gratitude
and justice alike demand that the
stronger churches which absorb the vital
wealth of the puny churches, should, at
least, aid them in continuing theirexist-
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or on snow-shoes, and sought out pe-
rishing sinners and won them to Christ.
Through their instrumentality, churches
were born in school-houses, barns and
log cabins, which have since become
efficient and prominent among the
sisterhood of our churches.

But we, their descendants and suc-
cessors, have too” much neglected the

e

reinforcing the mission occasionally as |

ence and Christian vt'ork. destitute and sparsely settled places,
But for many sections of the land we  and very few either of our younger or

pneed an Itinerant Ministry who may la- 91.(_1(!!‘ men seem to have any taste for

bor in school houses, and in private lt}merant “;Od;’ and fyet, if we are to
; ; thrive in the future, and to go up

residences as did our forefathers, go up and

possess the land in the name of our
and pave the way for a settled pastor.| King, we must return to the practice of

For, in this respect, as in some others | the fathers. We must “ stoop to con-
we have foolishly departed from 3‘1‘*\‘1’," as did our de'a?d must learn to

" 1 Ry "
practices and instrumentalities on onor,”—that is, to value,—“all men.

In the spirit of humility, we must
which the God of Heaven, in former | « condescend to men of low estate,”

years, set his signet of approval | both in the backwoods, and in the fish-

What that eminent English writer, | D2 hamlets, in the lumbermen’s camps,

[saac Taylor, éaid of another denomina- and in the narrow lanes and in the un-
)

. " frequented outskirts of our cities and
tion, way, I fear, be truthfully said of | villages, and give them all the gospel.
us : ¥ Methodism has ceased to be an in- | Everywhere must we endeavor to

spiration and bas become an institution.” | Séek out men lying prone and powerless
We may be informed by some that in the mire of defilement and in the pit

of sin, and lift up the fallen pillars of
“Times are changed, and that Wt_‘“ was huma’nity from their deep degracation
useful in one age, may not be so in ano- | and ignorance.

ther.” But, brethren, have we not as a What difference shou}d it n_xake to a
denomination materially changed, and truly devout and loving minister of

Jesus, what material God sets him to
 are we not losing much of the real power | ok upon ? We are all his workmen,

possessed by our godly and devoted | and if he] chooses to give one &
predecessors ? ‘ piece of pine and another a piece of

The early pioneer-ministry of our de- | Mahogany orof ebony to fashion, he will
nomination in these Provinces seemed Uk jadgh us asedrding 1o the material,

Bp ey but according to the quality and quan-
to recognize the fact, old as Christianity | tity of the work when it shall be pre-

‘ itnlf. that there are two kinds of minis’ | sented at the Great Exhibition of the

, : Universe.
‘:;‘;‘:ﬁ.m:h‘:: organization and Let our Home Mission work, then,

o : ol - | reach out to all portions of our Prov.
One'is a Ministry of Initiation like | inces, and embrace all classes and en-

 that of Christ's forerunner, John the gage the services of pastors, of evange-
‘antilt; and the other is a Ministry of tusts, itinerant preachers and colpor
' Education like that of Christ and his 5w

Let even our courtly and hand-gloved
Apostles, though Christ combined both | pastors, whose aim has seemed to be to
kinds to some extent.

cent‘xi'ah:e (g:d orystallise the gospel in-
He spent a goodlyshare of his precio stead o stributing and diffusing it,
mink:rpy in‘tuohi:g. his dholi'pleo ‘:; and also our aspiring students for the

_ ministry, occasionally betake them-
apostles, but he frequently went forth | selves to regions destitute of preaching,

accompanied hy his pupils into the | and give the gospel to the poor. Let
towns and villages to preach the *‘ ever- them cordiall ake the horny hands
lasting gospel of the blessed God.” of fishermen, lumbermen, and back set-

o "
|And Wetifore & ¢ ol ot e tlers, and tell them “the old, old story

, i of Calvary and its victim,
preaching of primitive and apostolicdays | Contact with the sturdy sons of toil

p

annual _o'xrﬁmm on each of our three
stations, of at least. $2,000, besides an
additional appropriationof a few hun-
dreds on sub-stations, and id meetin
unforseen expenses, "

- Missions.

; ; ‘ 'u ‘ ) '
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not so well prepared to present a just

Certainly the magnitude of its de-
mands his not been overéstimated by

not. likely to be unduly magnified.

and eultivation of the Home Mission
field prove antagonistic to the interests
of either our Foreign Mission or Educa-
tional enterprises, but, on' the contrary,
helpful. '

In proportion as we propagate our
principles at home, organize new
churches, and strengthen the weaker
ones, shall we find an increase of ability
to send the gospel abroad and to foster
our Educational institutions,

Every dollar judiciously expended on
the Home Mission field aids materially
in raising a dollar to sustain the mission:
ary on the Foreign field.

This, then, is the work to which the
churches should bring their best powers
and amplest résources, and most fervent
prayers. I will not attempt to-day te
state what is the extent of the field
in which our three Provinces eclaims
Home - Migsion effort. I only know
that there are several counties in-
which there is no Baptist Church or
Mission located, and several other coun-
ties where there are but a very few
churches, and they exceedingly feeble.
And in counties occupied by many
and strong churches, there are many
waste places utterly uncultivated.

From almost every quarter there is
coming the plaintive Macedonian ery,
“ Come over and help us,” and there is
either no response or but a feeble one,

I suppose that to-day there is abun-
danee of room in our Provinces, and
of employment for, from 60 to 75 Home
Missionaries, to occupy new fields and
to supply poor and destitute churches,
For it must be admitted that the poor
and feeble churches present a field
whick we caniiot with safety permit to
be negleckedss Frar the localities where
these foablg churches are situated, there
 comes & large proportion of the young

of Satan,
and 10 lead them into that apiritual

)

idea of its necessities as are some others. ™"

our denomination. Its importance. is |

'was of this itinerant character, * They | Will not injure the polished and refined
‘went e""'h‘m pmhins the Word.” astor, and it will benefit the toilers.

ng after the visitors have de
They 'sought the people publicly and | )iy visits will be spoken of an their

privately, in the market, the street, and | affability appreciated and praised, and
the field.  They never dreamed that a {))est ;’f :g, the Lord of the servants may
church edifice and apulpitwere requisite | "¢ 20ored. i
o : I'he pastor will return to his home to
to the fullfiment of their commission. | s }enceforth an ardent triend and
The proclamation.of the divine mes- | supporter of Home Misgions, and some
delivered in godly simplieity re- | semi-sceptics, who sit in his congrega-
('wmd* 16 vostrum, nostately edifice with | tion as listless or captious hearers will

g : commence to perceiveand to believe that
oulhlon.ed pews: and mellifluous organ. Chriut?&%nity is indeed of God, and leads
It required only the ears of hearers. men to love their fellows with unfeigned
Had the apostles demanded the erec. | affection, and td look sympathizingly be-

| iot to | yond the narrow circle of their own in-
Nor wilt the fullest legitimate support tiobn of sanctuaries there were tew to

butlil ‘thémagd 'to sustain them.  Per- dividuality, with a view to improve the

s ; sad condition of society, This is the
seciition rendered church property inse- | most eftbctual evidence Christianity can’

cure, and interfered with public assem- | offer of its'own truth to those who

blages of Christians. Notwithstanding sneeringly say - “ We donot believe the

the absende of sanctuaries.converts were human race was ever destined to be
)

, saved by a system which exhausts it-
niade and churches were gathered. At | soif in collecting people for worship one

least a century elapsed before church | day in seven, in splendid church edi-
buildings were known and oceupied. | fices, who live snugly the other six in
Under similar circumstances did the the circle of their own tastes, interests

o i . 4. .| and culture.”
forefathers of our denominations in this If then, dear brethren, we would as &

country labor. All'of them were, more | denomination prove ourselves the true
or less, itinerants, and they were con- | SUCCESsOrs of the Holy Apostolic
sidered that it was degrading to their Church, we must be most forward and

. diligent in showing ourselves to be the
| manhood or to their sacred office to whole-hearted friends and servants alike

run after men who were runming away | of the lowly and lofty. Then shall we
s 3
from them and from Christ. For | surely gain the hearing and command
‘ : sonfldence of the masses, and win
what men hate they usually avoid, the conflc , AASSES,
3 O e 3 t r soatter
and the hated object must pursue them the allegiance of the fainting, scattered

pos - multitudes who surround us.
to overcome the opposition. These facts | 1 },,.6 already suggested that in that

explain the marvellous success of our | arm of our Home Mission work that is

early preachers, essential to the efficiency of our Chris-

. s i tian “army of occupation,” as was the
Those amonggs who did not. know cavalry of the British army to the late

the men, or, enjoy intercourse with | Jate successful attacks on the Zulus, we
them can -séurcely estimate them | should include the Colporteur,
correctly. They left behind them no But to render the Colporteur service
li lusti Uty s P A effective we must !mv«saf.lllla'upply,.uot
HWerary producsions by , only of general religious literature of an
judge of their mental or. theological

awakening and ml’lf{'ing character, but

ability. But as the pyramids have been | of denominational books in which not

measured by the shadows they project) only truth is presented, but the whele

o the Mannings and truth as regards the oconstitution and

:: maycwe zml::ur ihe  Masdti . polity of a gospel church and Christian
e randalls, e Hardings =

ardinances,
the Chipmans by the influence they If we decide to employ such an

exerted and do still exert, They | agency so essemtial to pro agating our
were God’s noblemen, whose insignia | distinctive tenets, and to the education
)

4 Baa' ool of our membership in comprehensive
of nobility was not warn on the robe | .., intelligent views of doctrine, we

but on the heart, These men had | must carry out the scheme endorsed at
the good sense to perceive that fre: | previous sessions of this Convention in

quently the heart draws more than the | respect to establishing a denominational

_ , Book Depository,
head, and that some men who can| ™oy ought not, however, to be under-

and rhetoric are vulperable to utter- | five thousands of dollars has been se-
ances which proceed from the warm cured, or an assured subsidy of at least

. . , $500 a year from the churches for the
heart, palpitating with love o God apd gratuitous circulation of tracts, and for
lal. the glraut. of aid to indigent Sunday

These successful pioneers were men so?’:: 8, Wi ;

i bably no investment of an eduoa
'byuhdnoihrﬂ.ldl and churches ﬁoulmd’ 0 | tor would yield
to opén to them. They made their own | luaomud M“’mﬂy beneBoial
flelds. They reached back settlements, | pauults to the denomination.
travelling through forests on horse back | To swm up all the demands of owr

 ad roitly parry assaults made by logle | taken until a capital of from three to
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