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Reconciled. 

Although when youthful pleasures died, 
My youth itself went with them too; 

To-day, aye | even this very hour, 
Is the best time I ever knew. 

Not that my Father gives to me 
More blessing than in days gone by; 
71% in my uplifted hands 

things for which I blindly ery : 

‘But that His plans and purposes 
Have grown to me less strange and 

dim ; 
And where I cannot understand, 

I trust the issues unto Him. 

And, spite of many broken dreams, 
This have I truly learned to say,~ 

The prayers I thought unanswered once, 
Where answered in God's own best 

way. 

Q feet, grown weary as yeawalk 
Where down life’s hill my pathway 
lies 

What care I, while my soul can meunt, 
As the young eagle mounts the skies! 

0 eyes, by pain and weakness closed, 
hat matters it how dim ye be? 

My inner vision sweeps untired, 
The reaches of eternity. 

0 death, most dreaded power of all, 
aw the last moment comes, and 

thou 
Darkenest the windows of my soul, 
Through which I look on nature now ; 

Yea, when mortality dissolves, 
Shall I not meet thine hour unawed ? 

My home eternal in the heavens 
Is lighted by the smile of God ! 

PrgoBe Cary. 
J a —— 

: Religious. 
For the Christian Messenger. 

Much needed Candor. 

There is a good deal of restlessness 
among our pastors and churches at pres- 
ent, if we may judge from the frequency 
\with which pulpits bave been vacated of 
late. Of courseeach change is smoothed 
over with a “farewell address” and 
something about the pastor’s * impair- 
ed health.” For the welfare of both 
churches and pastors it is high time to 
unmask this deception. In mine cases 
ut of ten in which pastors vacate their 

Kuipits they are compelled to do so by 
causes which are so unjustand reprehen- 
sible, that it would be well for all con- 
cerned if such causes were thoroughly 
exposed. Rev. Warren Randolph, D. 
D., who recently resigmed his pastor- 
“ate of the First Church at Indianapolis, 
sets a good example in giving his rea- 
sons for taking that step: “ My only 
reason for doing so is that a portion of 
the church does not give me that co-op- 
eration which I deem essential to suc- 
cess, The inability of the church to 
pay th@salary offered me when I was 
called, has nothing te do with my resig- 
natien. I have given the church $500 
the past year, and if necessary would 
have been willing not only to have 
done that for the year to come, but to 
have added $500 more——in fact, to have 
made reasomable adjustment of these 
matters which the church’s misfortunes 
might have made necessary, 1 hold 
myself ready to stand beside any man 
in sharing calamities which come upon 
us in common. 
therefore, is mot the cause of my 
leaving. From the outset of my 
ministry here, there has been, on the 
part of some, a withholding of sym- 
pathy and co-operatien which, in my 
Judgement, precluded the possibility of 
success. The influences still at work, 
as they have been from the beginning, 
admit of ne hope of improvement, and 
80 I have asked to be allowed to with- 
draw.” 
Such is the candid statement of Dr. 

Randolph. There are many ministers 
in Nova Scotia who could use the above 
language almost verbatim as deserib- 
ing the causes ir SORE Sa 
lormer pastorates, The large majority 
'n their flocks have desired permanency | 
hw 
/ 

| have wri 

Financial stringency | 

in the pastoral relation. But '@& few 
‘malcontents who withhold sympathy 
and assistance are allow to over- 
ride the church, dismiss the pastor 
and do irremediable injury to the cause 
of Christ. And these malcontents 
think they are doing *“ God service” 
in promoting their dissemsions. All 
“their pastors meet with about the same 
treatment at their hands. Sometimes 
such pulpits become permanently vacant, 
respectable ministers having ascertained 
that fields of this kind have the reputa- 
‘tion of treating their pastor with great 
injustice. ’ | Tay 
And then the dismissal of the minis- 

ter is glossed over with the plea, of 
“ inability to raise his salary” or, some 

would be his denunciations agaifist 
these crying and ata thfi avis aii | 
“ But,” exclaims one of these pro- 

moters . of dissension, * the churches 
ght to do as they think best.” 

Indeed! Havo pastors ne rights ? Are 
they simply to be regarded as‘ miniotis 
to be driven hither and thither at every- 
body’s beck ? Has a church any right 
to induce a minister to leave a comfort- 

considerable expense with the conven- 
iences of life, only to be informed at 
the end of a year or two that his ser-' 
vices are no longer required? For 
shame ! Let ministers be treated with 
ordinary decency. 

But what is to be dove’ in cases in 
which some members of a elrurch with- 
hold their sympathy and support from 
a pastor? 1 will try to give an an- 
swer to this question in another article. 

VINDEX. 
Jan. 21st, 1879. 

The Nihilists. 

What are the Nihilists of Russia, 
about whom we hear so much? We 
are told that the mation is heneycombed 
with their secret societies, and that 
her peaceful attitude towards Great 
Britain during the Afghan War, and 
her readiness to accept the treaty of 
Berlin, are to be attributed to her fear 
of their revolutionary purposes. She 
first opened her eyes to their great pow- 
er when Vera Sassalitch, who confessed 
frankly her crime of attempting to as- 
sasinate the Chief of Police of St. 
Petersburg, was acquitted by a jury 
composed largely of officials, and was 
treated by the people as a heroine. The 
recent insurrections in the universities 
is evidence enough of the hold the doc- 
trines of this party have gained upon 
the best minds of pation. 
The Nihilists derive their name from 

the Latin nikil, nothing. They believe 
in nothing ; and there is no existing in- 
stitutien they would not destroy. They 
look with impartial hostility on the 
Church, the State, and the Family, It 
is almost incredible that such a spirit 
can be found outside the lunatic asylum; 
yet in fact it constitutes the danger 
of a great people. A Russian Nihilist 
at the Congress of Socialists at Bale, in 
1869, defined his creed thus: “ By so- 
cial liquidation I mean the expropriation 
of all existing proprieties, by the aboli- 
tion of the polititical and legal state, 
which is the sanction and only guar- 
rantee of property as now existing, 
and of all that is called legal right, and 
their expropriation, in fact everywhere, 
and as much and as quickly as-possible 
by the force of events and circumstaun- 
ces.” 
A paper found on ome of the conspir- 

ators arrested by the police contained a 
statement of the opinioms held by ths 
association, The following is a signifi 
cant extract : “ The revolutionist de- 
spises all doctrines, and has remounced 

'al science of this world. . . . . He 
knows but one science, that of destruc- 
tion.” 
No doubt many Nihilists would repu- 

diate such strong expressions. They 
look to the ultimate ization of 
society, but they do not for it as 
yet. The first work, they maintain, is 
thatof destruction ; afters will come 

and misery among the 

other equally wretched subterfuge. If pe 
one of the outspoken prophets ‘of old §. 
were living at this” day how" eloquent |~. 

able situation and to fit himsélf out at | 

ay, January 29, 1879. 

must be cleared from 4 field befarevit 
is cultivated, and the present task of 
the Nihilist is to ent down all existing 
institutions; se that when this is aceom- 
plished he may think what seed to sow. 
and what erops to substitute in place 
of that which he has annihilated. No 
doubt many politicians. are willing to’ 
aid the society, hoping to use it for 
their own pur , and fearing to op- 
pose it lest they feel'the sting of its 
daggers. No doubt there is danger of 
another reign ef terrgr, provoked by 
causes such as occasioned the fury of 
the first,—political ao iions instita- 
tiond of {he worst sort,apdgeneral poverty 

sople.— Watch- 
man. 

! 

It is now-hoped by ahd Christian pee- | 

ple of the United: Statds that they have | 
suecéeded in getting’ i ‘@écision on’ thie | 

| question of polygamy, which will prave | 
.an effectual check to Mormonism. A 

short article in the National Baptist 

shews the view they take of the ques- 
tion * SIFT Ti tart OF 1 

nod To hae cos ippalde iinet M1 

Tt is a matter of cobgratulation that 
the Supreme Court of the United States, 
by a vote which, on thg,main question, 
wag perfectly vnanimons,, bas affirmed 
the : constitutionality of. the Act of 
Congress prohibiting: my in the 
territories. ‘The clin ‘the pdr 
was, that polygam ‘was a part of their 
religious syst o d that, as the Con- 
stitution declares that “ Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prolibiting the free | 8762 

which Congress had passed against 
polygamy, was unconstitutional and 
void. 
Now the fact is, that both the ‘* Mor- 

mon Bible,” which is very much like 
our own, and also the “ Book of Mor- 
mon,” which is quite a different thing, 
prohibit the practice of polygamy in| 
the clearest terms ; so that the plea that 
polygamy is part of their religion, is 
overthrown by their own religions books, 
and Las only been sustained among 
themsglves on the nd of some pre- 
tended revelations of late days, which 
are in the very face of all their acknow- 
wr or religious books and standards. 

ut over and abeve all this, the de- 
cision of the Court, is, that no pretend- 
ed religious doctrine which strikes at 
the very foundations ‘of morality, and 
of all the best and dearest. interest of 
society, can be allowed or covered by 
a clause of the Constitutien which was 
never intended to give license to prac- 
tices which sap the very foundations of 
the family and the State. So that the 
impudent claim, that the abominations 
of polygamy are, in any sense, religious, 
is thus, for the third time, swept away 
by the decision of our highest Court of 
Justice. : 

It is mot to be supposed that this de- 
cision of the Supreme Court will, at 
once, put an end te polygamy among 
the Mormons ; for, unfortunately, laws 
are sometimes rather protests against 
iniquities, than prompt and effective 
agents for their suppression. But the 
law, in this case, will have influence 
even in the region wherc the evil ex- 
ists, and will speak loudly against the 
abomination where the silence of jus- 
tice might have been construed as con- 
sent. For the rest, the progress of 
time, and the power of public sentiment, 
and the influence of the gospel which is 
now faithfully preached by several Chris- 
tian denominations in the heart of Mor- 
monism itself, “will be steadily doing 
the good work of reformation, till the 
nuisance of polygamy shall come to its 
end. 

It is better, like the apostles, to be 
poor, yet making many rich, than to 
be rich, yet starve precious souls by not 
giving them meat in due season. 
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The Kingdom of Christ. 

*“ Art thou a king, then?” said the 
timid and temporizing ruler of Judsea 
to the Saviour, # was perplexed by 
the glaring incongruity of the accusa- 
tion brenght against Jesus by the priests 

ulace, with the meekness and 
gentleness of the, agenscd, and the en- 
tire absence of everything about him 
that might sustain or even suggest the 
idea of treason against Cwmsar. There 
was nothing in his outward appearance, 
his language, or his demeanor, to give 
the remotest likelihood to such a charge. 
Had such been his low ambition, oppor- 
tunities had repeatedly occurred to grat- 
ify the desire of earthly pre-eminence 

The Jews themselves had 
t to ' make hima king, and would 

adily have revolted against Caesar's 
government if Jesus had offered to re- 
lease them from Gentile domination 
and ‘‘ restore the kingdom to Israel.” 
But no snch overture was made. The 

edntry ' and pomp, and power of 
rthly pritices were bat the shadow of 

moral glory that invested Him. 
He was, the sovereign of a kingdom 

transcending in grandeur, in extent, and 
in duration, whatever had been or 
would yet be known by such a designa- 
tion among men. / Jt would consist in 
the willing and glad submission of un- 
pumbered williens te bis moral and 
spiritual supremacy and sway. It would 
be estabtished,extended, and maintained 
by no carnal weapons ; but by truth act- 
ing on the understanding—by love in- 
fluencing the heart—by the persua- 
sive and impulsive power of gratitude 
for kindness already received from the 

t gracious Sovereign, and of hope 
for promised kindness im future. His 

material boundaries of mountain range 
or ocean depth, by no peculiarities of 
color, custom, or costume, but would 
embrace all of every mation under 
heaven who should “ bow the knee to 
him and call him Lord, to the glory of 
God the * Father.” Unlike all earthly 
kingdoms, it would continue to the end 
of time, and far beyond it. It would 
survive the fires of the final conflagra- 
tion, and be perpetuated by the ever-en- 

‘during love,allegiance,and exulting hom- 
age of the * redeemed from amongst 
men.” 

Let us mark some of the peculiar- 
ities of this umique and unexampled 
empire. 

Observe the characteristic qualities 
of the ** Great King,” whose dominion 
reaches te all who have received or 
shall ever receive and trust in 
“the record God hath given of His 
Son.” He is divine. With all the 
sinless attributes of our own nature he 
combines the perfections of the God- 
head, and all these perfections are ever 
exercised in the administration of that 
government which rests upon him as 
the anointed King in Zion. 

Earthly rulers, for example, are in- 
debted to others for what ever informa- 
tion they possess as to the governed. 
« He needeth mot that any should tedsi- 
fy to him ” of aught pertaining to such 

tton. fle knows them altogether, Each 
at évery moment, is present to his 

kingdom would be circumcsribed by no’ 

as are subject to his gracious jurisdic- | 
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lieved, every real danger averted,every 
actulll exigency most fully met, and all 

BY REV. J. J. CARRUTHERS, D. D, Fund on the simple condition of a sincere 
d expressed reliance on his willing- 

ness and ability to bless them. 
I know not by what fatality such dec- 

larations as the following have been prae- 
tically limited te such as are yet impeni- 
tent, unreconciled to God, and unre- 
newed in the spirit of their minds— 
“ Him that cometh unto me 1 will in 
no wise casteut; ” “ Behold, I stand 
at the door ard knock : if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him 
and he with me.” , This is gloriously 
true as to the anxious and inquiring 
penitent, and assurances like these may 
well encoprage and embolden’ such to 
solicit and expect the bestowment of 
his love. But why ‘should such 
assurances be restricted to the earliest 
stages’ of peniteptial concern ? "Are 
they not equally "applicable to all 
who ‘““have passed from death to 
life,” and are moving on in the allot- 
ted pathway of their earthly pilgrimage? 
‘The eye of Jesus—thte “leader and 
commander” of his people—is upon 
them. His ear is open to their cry. 
He is sympathetically sensitive to all 
that concerns their safety, their su 

ious ‘destination. 

a >. - ~—, 

More Discoveries at Ancient 
Troy. 

That indefatigable archaeological ex- 
%lorerer, D. Schilemann, resomed work 
among the ruins of Troy about the mid- 
dle of October, and has communicated 
the results of bis diggings up to Novem- 
ber 11 to the London 7imes. He has 
full permission from the Turkish Gov- 
ernment to carry on his operations, and 
is suppl ed with a guard. He has to 
pay the latter, however, and all ather 
expenses, and to give the Government 
two thirds of what he finds. The north 
winds blow so much dust into the eyes 
of the workmen as greatly to inflame 
them, and fever is raging in the vicini- 
ty. Still he is getting on famously. 
He is now confident that the massive 
stove structures he. has unearthed are 
generally not over six feet high, and 
formed foundations for wooden super- 
structures, destroyed at the capture of 
the city. He found on the floors what 
he believed To be glass, and so at first 
concluded that the Trojans used it. He 
is mow satisfied, however, that it was 
wade from the clay floors and other 
substances by the heat of the great fire. 
He has glready dug up many more of 
the gold ornaments, ivory needles, and 
various kinds of pottery which were 
among the prominent results of his for- 
mer labours, but the most remarkable 
discovery is a double-edged and arrow- 
shaped steel dagger, one and two-thirds 
of am inch long. It is in .a_ state of 
perfect preservation, owing to the an- 
tisceptic properties of the wood ashes 
in which it is embedded. He says: 

‘ This is the first object of iron found 
by me here ; nay, until now I had 
found no trace of iron in any one of 

‘the four prehistoric cities, the ruins 
| and debris of which succeed each other 
here ; neither had I found a trace of 

view, He is intimately conversant 
with the past and future of their men- 
tal and outward histories. Their duties, 
difficulties, dangers, and distresses are 
all before him, and no addition can 
ever be made to his intelligent acquain- 
tance with whatever affects them in 
any or all directions they sustain. If 
you, dear reader, are happily amongst 
his willing and obedient subjects, you 
need fear nothing as to his knowledge 
of you. It is absolutely perfect. 

Earthly sovereigns are debarred from 
personal intercourse with all but a few 
of those they govern. Even as petition- 
ers, these can approach them only 
at certain seasoms, on certain conditions, 
and with certain formalities of introduc- 
tion and specification, The ‘* King of 
saints ” invites all, always and 
everywhere, 10. app him with un, 

ng confidence, in the “ full as. 
surance of faith” that their every want 

be rich in faith, t to bh hesitating 

Sx EAH "iok bo rich ta 
® 

¢ shall be supplied, every necessity re- 

that metal at Mycene. Homer freely 
| mentions iron,to which he applies three 
| times (ll. vi., 48; x, 379; xi. 133) the 
epithet polukmetos ; that is to say, a 
metal obtained with much labour. But 
if iron was so rare and precious at the 

time of Homer,how much rarer and more 
| precious must it not then have been at 
| the time of Ilinm’s catastrophe, which 
| appears, by the object of human indus- 
try 1 find here, to have preceeded the 
poet by a long number of centuries? 
The Greek word for iron, sideros can 
leave no doubt that the first iron which 

| was used was meteoric iron, and, as 
Mr, Birch, of the British Museum, as- 
sures me this is confirmed by the an- 
cient Egyptian porcelain, and a distaff 
of wood eleven inches long with frag. 
ments of charred wood attached to it. 

This last was found twenty-eight feet 
beneath the surface of the ground. 
The discovery of steel, above men- 

tioned, is important from its adverse 
bearing on theories of those who have 

plies, their progress towards their glor- 
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