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The Christian Fessonger,

Bible Lessons for 1879.

SUNDAY, April 20th, 1879.—Queen
Esther.—Esther iv, 10-17.

e e

ComMitr To MEmMory: ' Verses 13-16.

GoLpEN Text. —% Commit thy way
unto the Lord ; trust also in him; and
He shall bring it to pass.”—DPsa. xxxvii.J.

Dany Reapings.—Monday, Esther i
Tuesday, Esther ii. Wednesday, Esther
iii. Thursday, Estheriv. Friday, Lst‘-her
v, vi. Saturday, Esther vii, viii. Sun-
day, Esther ix, x.

LessoN OvurLINE, —1. Esthexfs feax:.
Ves. 10-12. 1I. A Creature of Prpvx-
dence. Vss. 13, 14. 111. Her resolution,
Vss. 15-17.

Qurstions.—Who was Esther? By
whom brought up? Te what place was
ghe exalted ? For what purpose ? Who
was Ahasuerus? When did he reign?
Who was Haman ? What dreadful plot
did he devise? Who was Mordecai?
How did he show his sorrow for the
king’s decree? What did he urge
Esther to do?

I. Ves. 1-12—Why was Esther afraid
to heed Mordecai's words ?

II. Vss. 13, 14.—In what danger was
Esther in common with all Jews? How
strong was Mordecai's assurance of de-
liverance from some source ?

III. Vss. 1517.—What did Esther at
once order ? What became of Haman?
What Seripture is verified by his history ?
Psalm vii. 15, 16. How was Mordecai
honored ? By what Jewish feast has this
Jewish deliverance been celebrated from

age to age? What is the meaning of
- Purim? Esther iii. 7 ; ix. 20-32.

Esraer (Es-ter) was a beautiful
Jewish maiden whose ancestor Kish
(Esther ii. 5, 6) had been led into cap-
tivity. Of her own family history noth-
ing further is known than that she was
early an orphan and brought up by her
cousin, Mordecai “the Jew.” From this
station she was exalted to be queen of

Persia at the time of the king's dismis-

sion of Vashti, though it was not until
afterward that he knew of the race and
ancestry of the person of his choice.

service for which Esther seems to have
had this providential henor was the
deliverance of her people and her kin-
dred from a destruction that had been
plotted against them by Haman the
Agagite, the king's prime minister,
From the account that is left of her,
Esther appears to have been a woman
of piety and patriotism combined with
_resolution, obtaining favor by her grace
and beauty in the sight of all who looked
upon her. Esther ii. 15.

Tae Book or Esraer.—Prof. Stuart
says very truly that “ the feast of Purim
that has come down to us from time im-
memorial proves as certainly that the

main events related in the! book of |

Esther happened; as the Declaration of

Independence and the celebration of

the Fourth of July prove that we
separated from Great Britain and be-
came an independent nation.”

Ahasuerus, .the Persian king, was
probably the weak and headstrong
Xerxes, who built the bridge over the
Hellespont, whose reign began s, ¢. 456,
and centiued about twenty years. Dis-
pleased with Vashti, he married Esther
in the seventh year of his reign, or s. c.
478 (Esther ii. 16), and, when duped by
a wicked favorite, ordered the extermi-
nation of the Jews in the twelfth year
of his reign, or ». c. 474.

Haman was the chief minister of
Ahasuerus. Esther iii. 1. Josephus held
him to be of Amalekite descent. Pri-
deaux computes the sum that he was
willing to pay into the Persian treasury
for the execution of the Jews (Esth. iii.
9) as ten million dollars. But he fell

into the net he had laid for others.‘

Merdecai was one of the Captivity.

Recall some account of the Great
Persian Empire, whose founder, Cyrus,
allowed the Jews to return from captiv-
ity, as we saw in the first lessom of the

yoar ; one of the great Persian kings
chose as queen the Jewish

Bather, one of the Jews who had re
mained in the East. Service rendered
the king by ber uncle Mordecai (ii.
21-23). The king's favorite, Haman.
Weak despots usually centrolled by
cunaing favorites. Haman's anger with
Merdecai, and determination to destroy
his whole people (iii. 16). How he got
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the king's consent (iii. 8-15). Morde-
cai's distress (iv. 13); he makes the
matter known to Queen Esther (iv. 4-7),
and urges that she shall intercede with
the king for her people. (Tell this in-
teresting story, or draw it out of the
class by questions).
Now comes the lesson—having three
stages ; vs. 10-12; vs. 13, 14; ve. 15-17;
and a fourth ought to be added (v. 1-3).
The rule of the court (vs. 11) was to
prevent the intrusion of disagreeable
suppliants, and possible assassins.
Exrosition.—The lesson presents to
us Esther’s Fear; Esther's Alternative;
and Esther's Resolve. The form of the
presentation is in that of messages
passing between Queen Esther and her
cousin and fosterfather Mordecai—twg
messages from her to him, and one in-
termediate from him to her.
I. Esther's Fear. Verses 10-12.
Verse  10.— Again Esther, etc.—She
had begun the communication by send-
ing her servant Hatach to Mordecai
(vs. 5), and he had taken once before a
message from her to him, and from him
to her (vss. 6:9.) To give “ command-
ment unto Mordecai,” .was to command
him to convey the message entrusted to
him given in vs. 11.

Verse 11.— Al the king's servants, and
the people of the king's provinees, etc.—
Mordecai's “ charge” to Esther (vs. 8)
required her to break (1) a law of the
empire; (2) a law universally known,
and hence more sure to be executed ;
(3) alaw whose penalty was certain and
immediate death, unless the golden
sceptre should be raised by the caprici-
ous monarch in token of his favor,
“which was life;” (4) a law whose
transgression she had special reason to
believe would not be forgiven -her, as
she had not had a token of royal favor
for a month. This power of life and
death, this absolute and arbitrary power
belonged to the monarchs of this and
other empires, and is often remarked
by other than  the inspired writers.

used to her prejudice already, and thaf,
if 80, the king's thirty days’ negleck to

influence was even now succeediny.

II. Esther's Alternative. Verses13,14.

Verse 13.— Think not, etc.—From the
words of prediction in the mext verse it
seems probable that Mordecai spake as
a prophet and with divine authority.
If this were the case, and Esther so un-
derstood it, Mordecai’s words would
have greatly increased weight on her
mind. They would come as God’s
direct and special message to her—with
a binding, constraining power. Morde-
cai knew, even without a revelation,
that he himself, Esther's foster-father,
was the sole and whole offence to Ha-
man, and that Haman's malice ,and
power would have for their victims
every one related to Mordecai.

Verse 14.—For if theu altogether
holdest thy peace, etc.— Literally, “if
thou being silent, art silent,” that is, if
instead of speaking to the king as re-
quested, she kept the matter closely
concealed, and made no effort for her
people. She had shown her disposition
to be thus silent because.of the peril of
speech. Mordecai now assures her of
the consequences. (1) Deliverence to
the Jews from another quarter. (2)
Certain destruction to herself and the
extinction of her father's house. (3)
The possible, nay, as the words rather
imply, the certain success of her endea-
or, and its consequent horor to her as
well as blessing to her people. From
what quarter Mordecai expected de-
liverance, whether he had any know-
ledge whence or what would be the de
liverance, does not appear, but a pro-
phetic assurance that from seme quarter
it would come—that clearly was his, and
he would make it hers. The question,
“ Who knoweth whether thou, etc., are to
show to Esther not only her grand op-
portunity, but alse her providential
 designation and preparation for just this
opportunity and its work, and hence
Ged's will that she bravely answer its
call. Blessed is he who knows his op-
portunity to do good, and has also the
heart and will to impreve it.

111, Esther's Resolution. Verses 15-17.
Verse 10.—Go gather together all the
m’ m answer shows that Mor-

. their designed effect:
Lrresolution was at an end. The peril
was not less clearly seen or less keenly
felt, but patriotism, piety, faith in God,

Possibly the influence of Haman was

to her, evidence thw }

had mastered fear, and banished hesita-
tion. That her victory was that of faith
in God, and nct mere confidence in her
charms, is shown (1) by her request
that the Jews of the capital intercede
three days for her,and (2) by her promise
that she too, and her maidens, would
spend the same days in fasting and
prayer. - She here recognizes the fact
that the hearts even of wicked men are
subject to Divine centrol, and that
prayer is effectual in securing results.
The words of her resolve, “If I perish
I perish,” are those of noble selfsacri-
fice. This language is sometimes used
of the sinner's approach to God in
Christ, but in that approach is no place
for the thought of perishing. There is
only salvation—thither is the perishing
invited.

God's name is not mentioned in all
the “Boask of Esther,” nor was it need.
ful. God’s name is not written in the
heavens ; and yet, “ the heaven\s declare
the glory of God, and the firmament
showeth his handiwork. Day unt.o{day
uttereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge.”

The Lord raised up Moses, Joshua,
Samson, Esther, Cyrus—just at the
crisis of destiny. He always has ready
for the emergency some ohe who “comes
to the kimgdom ” just in time.

She never forgot the guide of her
youth—her uncle and adopted father ;
for it is beautifully said of her, that she
“ did® the commandment of Mordecai,
like as when shs was brought up with
him.”

She had the very spirit of Moses,
when he was ready to sacrifice himself
(Exodus xxxii. 32); of Paul, when he
said, “ I” could wish myself accursed
from Christ, for my brethren, my kins-
men according to the flesh " ; of Nehe-
miah, eup-bearer to “the king in that
same Shushan—whose heart was break-
ing, even in the sunshime of royal favor,
over theafflictions of his people.
-:Abr%d from the Baptist Teacher.
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‘SUNDAY, * April 21th, 1879.~The
Coming Saviour.—Isaiah xlii. 1-10.

GoroeN Texw—* This is beloved
,in whom I am well pleased.”—
L. iii, 17. .4

For the Teacher of the Primary
Class.

Bring out in bold relief such points as
are necessary to the application of the
lesson, passing lightly over others. By

the Jews in Ezra's time which they
have already studied.

Tell enough of the customs of the
country to explain why Mordecai could
neither come In to the king, nor she go
out to him. Also of the law, which
made Esther 80 much afraid to go in to
the king. :

Tell how she called a meeting for
fasting and prayer outside of the palace
while she and®her maids fasted and
prayed within, That is what the first
part of the Golden Text means, “ Com-
mit thy way unte the Lord.” This means
to do just what Esther did, to tell the
Lord about our troubles, and ask him
what we shall do, and he will be sure to
show us.

Describe Esther in her royal robes on
the third day, going bravely before the
kimg. She was almost afraid to look ;
but see the golden sceptre, or rod
which was the sign ef power, was held
kindly out, and Esther might come it !
Who had turned the king's heart ?

The story of the deliverance may be

briefly told, but be sure to leave time |

for the personal application.

Whois our King ? Must we wait be-
fore we can go in to him ? Will he call
us? What are some of the ways in
‘which he calls us? How often may we
g to him? Suppose we don't go, what

en? Then we shall surely perish.
Suppose we do go, and beg him to save
us and our friends, will he turn us away ?
Never; he never yet cast eout any who
e kg Ented

e king granted Esther's request be-
cause he loved her. But m much
more does God love his Son ; and will
he not give him what he asks ?

Answer to Scripture Enigma
No. 14.

o ad

No. 15.
Apan—Epex. Gen, 3.
4 dvocat ¢......1 John ii. 1.
D “’ : ‘ouuou L l‘l’o

4 @e e Luke vi, 18.
M %eoene. Phil. ii. 7-9.

was, by mistake, given two or

8o

weoks ago as the answertoNo, 12.)

9.

all means connect it with the history of

Scripturé Enigma.
No. 16.

1. What was by Christ to the apostle

iven
Tlfnt. he might show to men the way to
heaven ?

2. A stone, which holy Samuel did raise

For a great victory gained, his God to
praise.

3. A fruitful land from whence, in time

of drought, : .
Supplies o% corn toneighbouring realms
were brought.

4. Were“did the Lord destroy the Egyp-

tians' pride,
And did for Israel's sake
divide ?

the sea

5. Where dwelt the pleader for King

David’s son, : »
Who from his lips a gracious pardon
won ?

6. What city was an emblem of our Lord,

And to the wretched safety did afford ?

7. Where did young David his first vic-

tory gain— .
The ayp?)‘tl where Israel's mighty foe
was slain ?

8. Where did rebellious man erect a

tower s
That he might thus defy Almighty
wer? :
ho was the first of allof human birth
To quit for heavenly joys this sinful
earth ?
10. What nation carried Judah's sons
away, :
And o'er the world bore universal
sway ? ;

11. What impious prince the God of
heaven defied, : :
And the same night in solemn judg:

ment died ?
12. Whoon Ged'’s altar burned unhallow-
ed fi , .
And f:l.i’ a victim to the Almighty's
ire ?

13. A beauteous city built in desert lone,
Its ruins still to travellers are shown.
14. Whom did his gracious God Himself

defend, ;
And for his rescue did from heaven
descend ?

A mercy by our hesvonly Fat:o; ‘ivo::,
To aid us on our pi eaven.
Oh ! may we this divine command obey,
And neyer from Geod's holy precepts

stray i 4
But trust its antitype to spen
In peace, and love, and joy, which never

end. - |

Beleet Sevial.

Ponape; or, Light on a Dark
- Shore.

BY MRS, HELEN S, THOMPSON.

CHAPTER X1V.~Fleda's Faith.

“ Fleda,” asked Hattie, one morning,
as she stood over her sister, brushing and
braiding the long golden hair of the now
fast fading girl, “ tell me, dear, if you
have ono unreconciled thought in regard
to our leaving you. You are so uncom-
plalling and patient that I sometimes
thifwe do not know all you feel about
it. I cannot endure to add one pang of
S0rrow to your overcharged heart. Dol ?
Do you feel as if my place was here
while we may keep you with us, darling ?
Speak, Fleda, do,” she continued, eager-
ly, as the fair face of the sick girl broke
up into waves of feeling.

“ Hattio,” replied Fleda, “when I
read of Mr. Coan's wonderful work on
the Sandwich Islands—how he and one
other missiomary and their wives have
taught and led to Christ more than
eleven thousand persons—I feel but one
pang at giving up another, and my last
sister to such a life-werk—"

“ And that?” inte ted Hatlie.

‘“ Because God has not given me life
and strength to do likewise. No, dear
sister, I would not stand in your way
for worlds, but bless God for giving you
and John to each other with willing
hearts for such a service. The separa-
tion will not be long. 1 expect to be
very near you, dear.”

Hattie started in surprise, but the full
meaning of her sister's words did net
occur to her until days after. Then it
did, and with yet deeper force, when
leagues of deep blue sea lay between
her and her native land—that heaven
and Fleda were “ very near.”

e v e
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tears, while John strove to reason with
that invincible spirit.

“ Lay yourself like a child in God's
arms, Marion. Cease to contend with
him on account of his past dealings with .
you or your loved ones, or because of
your present trial. This terrible blind.
ness may be but the dawn of eternal
day to you, my child, my sister, my
poor, poor Marion! Would God I could
save you!” cried John, with streaming
eyes. ‘

“Ah! but you had rather save the:
Japanese. No! I shall be lost, while
you sit in that fine white heaven of
yours—all because you are a missionary,
I suppose,” cruelly answered the infat.
uated girl. ,

“ Marion, child, you know not what
you are saying: never dare to uttersuch
words again! Be still 1"

Overawed by his pained, stern voice,
Marion was still, while Mr. Saybrook
continued ; “ Answer me once for all:
will you go with us and let me give you
a brother’s care, or take the fund which
I shall leave for your comfort and stay
with Mother Hammond ? Think before
you speak, that it may be final.” :
“1 will stay,” was the simple answer,
but its tone was confident. John then
laid her down upon the sofa, and fer
vently kissing brow and lips, rushed out
of doors. Alone with God and in the
sunshine, he could best throw off the
pain his sister’s words had cg while
she, left to her better self and silence,
wept sore for the brother wounded and
for herself at war with God.

After tea John had writing to occapy
his attention ; lamps were lighted in the
boudoir off from Fleda’s room, and the
sisters, with Marion, had just laid eut
their evening reading, when Mrs. Ham-
mond entered the apartment with ag
open paper, saying, “ Child is
John’s last plea for missions, ;

the press. Shall I read it aloud ™

“Do, do " replied a chorus of voices,
Hattie meanwhile placing an easy chair
and ottoman near the shaded lamp that
she might take herold place at mother's
knee. Ah! those tender, electric cur
rents running from hand to brow =
mother and child read and listened!
You can tell who have pillowed a fair
head on your lap while loving fingers
gave their last fond touches.

“ Why we go to Japan,” was the title,
and John's clear head had put the
reasons strongly ; every word was direct
ly to the point,

Before Mrs. Hammond had finished
reading, Jehn entered the room, sitting
quietly by until the ¢lose of the article,
then said, with a touch of bitterness in
his voice, “ Mother, aside from you, |
cannot peint to the friend who says,
‘You are right; go ahead, and God
speed you.' It does seem hard some
times, when one needs a little encourage:
ment to carry out his strongest convic-
tions of d One would suppose, to
Jadge from what is said to me, that |
had no love of country, family ties, or
secret ambitions to contend with, like
other men.” '

There was a slight quiver in Mr. Say-
brook’s voice, which caused the little
group to look up with some astonish:
ment, as he seldom spoke of his emotion:
al life. Fleda's voice summoning him
from the inmer room, John crossed the
library with a weary step and sat down
by her couch. “What is it, little sister!"

he asked, brightening, as did every one
who came within theiradius of Fleda's
smile and eye,

*/ A stout heart to a stiff brea," broher
I remember reading of a mer who
was told, ‘ The wh:lo world gainst
you! ‘Then I am against ""'#ld,’
was the reply. That was grand. You
know it all without my telling you, dear
brother, but I have been thinking ever
8ince you spoke so sadly of One greater
then all, who said, ‘ Be ye not troubled
when men shall speak all manner of
evil of you for my name's sake.’

given you, dear John! Your
life mm Rull of proofs of his losd.
n enough to follow when he
l" John? Some one has '

man life is a prophetic )i '
e proph terature.
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