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Poetry.

For the Christian Messenger,
A talk with Mabel.

I am glad you have come, dearest Mabel,
For I feel very lonely to-day : .

And your visits are like rays of sunshine,
They brighten my wearisome way.

Let us talk of the Saviour who loves us,
This theme is the sweetest and best ;
And my spirit when weary, dear Mabel,

Finds in Jesus sweet comfort and rest.

Dark shadows have gathered around me,
But I feel the firm grasp of his hand ;

And I know he’s preparing a mansion
For me in the Heavenly land.

I cannot tell when in his wisdom
He will call me to come up on high ;
But I know that this wearisome journey
Will come to an end bye and bye. -

After the night, dearest Mabel,
A beautifu moming will dawn ;

And I shall wake up 'mid its brightness,
And find my infirmities gone, ¥

Ok lad I shall be to see Jesus !
O:‘:hge sinless and beautiful shore ;
When I gaze on his face, dearest Ma{)el,

I feel I shall want nothing more.

He’ll rejoice in m ha};piness Mabel,
For he knows that for many long lyea.rs;
The cross has been heavy and painful,
That I've borne in this valley of tears.

But I hear his sweet voice dearest Mabel,
Mundv times through each wearisome
ay

And he z;’ys thatere{af he will take me.
To my beautiful home faraway.

So dear Mabel, I'm hopefully waiting,
He’ll remember his promise I know ;
And the home he will give me, will more

mkm for my trials belcw.H. kg
Milton, Queens Co. |
Religions,
Luthardt’s Apologetical
Discourses.

Translated from t;: German, for the
Ohrictianflaacuger, by Prof. D. M.
Welton.

THIRD DISOOURSE.
1L

As the existence of the world, so
also its conformity to design, proves a
God. Indeed the old world was fond
of contemplating God as the regulating
mind of the world, as the architect of
the cosmos. And truly, the world is a
cosmos, a concordant whole, a wonderful
structure of inward harmony. The small-
est is attached to the greatest and the
greatest to the smallest ; the mdst re-
mote part i8 a necessary member of
the whole, and in a wonderful working
together, one part serves another.
There is nothing superfluous, nothing
hostile to the general agreement.

This orderly arrangement of the world
can be traced in the smallest matters,
and such casual adaptations sometimes
come under our notice that the jeering
remark has not infrequently been occa-
sioned that, according to this way of
considering things, has had the
cork tree grow in Africa, in order to

vide us stoppers for our botttles.

ut no derision of this kind can destroy
our immediate certainty of this harmony
and of the mutual relationsof the whole
and its individual parts. And the more
deeply thé human mind ponders the
harmonious arrangement of the cre-
ation, the more sensitive man’s ear be-
comes to its entire accord, the more
fully he hears from the endless diversity
of the particular voices of things in
heaven and earth thé¢ wonderful har-
movoy of the universe.
ow hasthis harmony been produced?
By chance 7 That were to explain a
matter by a meani word. Chance
can play with things and bring forth

surp combinations. But it bas
0o re and produces no connexions
stamped - with reason. There reigus

of divine wisdom. It is a mark of in-
telligence to discern the order of the
world :—was there ro intelligence re-
required to create it ?

It is impossible to put natural force

|and natural law in tke place of God.

Natural force is a power, a blindly
working power, but it is not an intelli-
getice which, freely working produces
harmonious connexions. Natural law
is the rule which determines the course
of matters, but not the wisdom which.
fixes their order and goal. It is im-
possible to conceive of an unconscious
intelligence, for it is in itself a contra-
diction ; or to speak of unconscious
ideas, for ideas require a conscious and
intelligent principle to produce them.

If a person ship-wrecked on a deso-
late island should find a geometrical
figure drawn in the sand, would he not
infer the existence of a man, and would
not his soul be consquently filled with
Tively joy and gratitade to God 7 But
the world is more than a geometrical
fizure. And should not our soul be filled
with joy and gratitude that we see
reigning in it a higher, a divine intelli-
gence tull of wisdom and goodness ?
To deny this intelligence is not an error
of the understanding, but a defeet of
the heart.

The pre-christian world could indeed
discover this conformity to design
in nature ; but the recognition of a di-
vine ruling in history, and the being
able to follow its traces with joyful
wonder and joyful elevation, is a dis-
tinetion of Christian times. For only
these times have gemerally with the
thought of one humanity and one God
assumed that also of one single, con-
nected, and advancing history of human-
ity. This thought was unknown to
tl adie pnﬂh Christ, but has be-
come current with us. Itis' character-
istic especially of the western mind. It
marks the noblest elevation of the hu-
man spirit ; there is no more lofty con-
sideration than this. What is more com-
plicated, diversified, and contradictory
than the history of nations? At first
gight it seems to be a snarl of men and
things which defies disentanglement.
At second sight it seems to be a contin-
ual repetition : a rising and falling, a
blooming and decaying, ever the same
thing ip other forms. But upon deep-
er study history is seen to be a wonder-
ful web, fashioned from endlessly diver-
sified threads, which ever continues to
be woven, which ever goes forward ac-
cording to precise moral laws. A hig
righteousness rules therein, a moral or-
dering of the world controls the whole,
and step by step it advances to its goal.
The sacred writers, and especially the
Apostle Paul,have ruled the firstlines for
this universal contemplation of the his-
tory of man. Bat it is not the part of
Christianity alone to appropriate this
method of viewing human history and
carry it forward. A Lessing has under-
stood and taught that history is the
education of the human race. And
more than one of our great historians
has acknowledged Jesus of Nazareth to
be the central point of history, in which
all its previous lines meet, and from
which all its subsequent lines diverge
—as the key of the solution of the
history of the'world. Johnvon Miiller was
among the first to admittha thereby only
could he arrive at an understanding of
history., Man may hold what views of
Jesus he likes—he must give him this
central place in history. And philoso-
phers also who have known no person-
al God, as Fichte, and even Straus,
this known and decided denier of Christ,
have ackmowledged to a moral ordering
of the world.  But this is only another
word for God. For how can there be
an unconscions control of things accord-
ing to moral laws ? It is impossible.

But we need not dive into the sea of
history and its eni in order
to find Godmr ownmm:'uch one
of us can see God's ruling, leading, pro-
viding hand, if we will only open our
eyes, if we will believe what we

we can all testify experience that
God takes every individual by the hand

and leads him where it is directly need-
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world, in its existence, in the ordering
of its history—we find God in our own
spirit. 21

We find in us the ideaof God, as we
find other high truths in us, We do
not produce these ideas of the true and
good and beautiful, &e, in our minds,
we simply think of them. They are
not our work, but the work of truth it-
self. The objective Reason produces
them. They mirror themselves again,
indeed. in our mind, they are the'divine
light which variously breaks upon the
mirror of our inward parts. But what
is objective truth and where is it? The
highest idea which we have is the idea
of God. In it unite all other ideas. It
is the truth of truths. We do not
produce it,but the objective Reason pro-
duces its idea in our reason. We think
of God simply because he is, God is
the creator of our idea of God. The
fact of our idea of God is proof of God’s

ius teaches us.
otherwise.

And what is true of the fact, is true
also of the quality of the same. For
what we think of is not simply an idea,
but the real God. We cannot do, other-
wise than think of him. K Itis a ne-
cessity of our reason to do so. To
think of him as not real, i8 the same
as not thinking of him.  From our
thought of God we necessarily infer
God’s existence. This is the celebra-
ted ontological proof of the great Theo-
logian Anselm. :

Kant has indeed objected that there
i3 no argument from thinking to being,
no bridge leads from the world of
thought to the world of reality. As
little as the representation of & huudred
valleys proves the existence and pos-
session of the same, sg little does the
idea of God prove his existence. But
there is a difference between arbitrary
representations and phantasies and a
necessary idea of reason. Necessary

Aond we cannot say

no bridge leads from thinking to being,
then we remain with our thinking every-
way out of being ; our thinking gives us
altogether no objective certainty and
truth of thought. If this necessity of
our thinking deceives wus, then all our
thinking is deception and our minds
may rest, for thought is void. But God
be praised ! it is not so. Between the
necessity of reason and the reality of
existence there is a connection. For
it 1s even of existence that we think,
and it is even the thoughts of the mind
that are real. ‘ _

Kant has denied this argument ;\B'ut
he bas at least admitted even veri-
fied this other : the argument from the
moral consciousness of man, God is
a postulate of the moral spirit, God is a
demand of the conscience.

il - _—

~ For the Christian Messenger.
““His Appearing. and His King-
dom.”

SIXTH ARTICLE.

Various causes concurred to give
popularity to Whitby’s ‘' mew hypo-
thesis ” of a pre-advent millenium, such
as the disturbed state of Europe, the
powerful preaching of the Wesleys and
othegs, the * Great Awakening " that
followed the commencement of foreign
missions, Bible Societies, general pray-
er for the conversion of the heathen,
etc. * Eminent divines embraced it,
wrote it, preached it,— Vitringa, Ed-
wards, Hopkins, Bellamy, Bogue, Scot!
and many more.”

But it the theory found able advocates,

Newcombe, Dr. John Gill, Dr, Beuson,
Augustus Toplady, John and Charles
Wesley,~—together with Isamc Wauts,
Cowper, Coke, Dodwell, Horseley,

bride, and many other English writers
mentioned by 5: West in this connc.-
tion ; and in Germany, that greatmaster
of exegesis,

of scholars tollowing him. - 1 do not

themselves as directly opposed to the

Wells of Oxford, Dr. Hussey of Cawm-

 Thomas * Chalmers, Edward Irving,

mean to say that these expressed

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, Sé‘ptember 3, 1879.

| the v;';rid of Botany Linnaus saw traces

existence. ~So the philosopher Cartes--

ideas are an expression of realities. I

ful for him to go. Wefind God in the | Whitbyan theory, but that they are De W;t;a’—i;l;ilter: s O__.

quoted as holding and asserting pre-
millenial views. To quote the language
of all these writers would occupy too
much spacé: a few specimens must
suffice.

Dr. Gill the eminent Baptist com-
meuntator, wragfe : ‘¢ Christ will have a
gpecial, glorious, peculiar and visible
Kingdom, in which He will reign per-
sonally on earth. This Kingdom will
be bounded by two resurrections :—
First, by the resurrection of the just.
at which it will begin; and second by
the resurrection of the wicked, at which
it will end.” .

Toplady, the author 'of the well-
known hymn beginning *“Rock of Ages,”
says in one of his sermons, “ I am one
of the old-fashioned -people who be-
lieve the doctrine of the Millennium,
and that there will be two distinct res-
urrections of the dead—first of the just,
and second of the unjust; which last
resurrrection of the reprobate will-not
commence till a thousand years after
the resurection of the elect. In this
glorious interval of 1,000 years, Christ,
I apprehend, will reign in person over
the Kingdom of the just.”

Archbishop Newcome speaks with
equal clearness :—I understand this,
(Rev. 20. 4-6,) not figuratively of a

ble and flourishing state of the
Church on garth, but literally of a real
resurrection, and of a reign with
Christ who will display His glory in
the New Jerusalem. This is the great
Sabbatism of the Church.”

Bengel, in his Gnomon of the New
Testament, says : “ The events in Rev.
19th chapter are plainly followed
by those which take place from chapter
xx. 11; to chapter xxii. 5. The mil-
lennium comes in between. He must
deny the perspicuity of the Scripture
altogether, who persists in denying this,
and endeavours to refute it. The time
will come when a pnre Chiliasm will
be thought an integral part of ortho-
doxy.”

Referring to the effect of Bengel’s
writings, another eminent German theo-
logian, Delitzsch, is quoted as ascribing
it to him that “ the orthodox Church of
the present time does not brand the
Chiliastic views of the last times as a
heterodoxy, . . . . so that there is
searcely a believing Christian now who
does not take this view.” This relates
of course, to his own country ; and Dr,
West asserts that since Bengel's day.
evangelical Germany has become pre-
milleparian.

We now come down to the nine-
teenth century, since the beginning of
of which, says the same writer, “ no
doctrine has come to the front of Chris-
tian thought more prominently than
that of the pre-millenial return of

Christ.” This is borne out by the au-
| thority of Dean AMbrd, who says in the

| introduection to his second volume of |

' the Greek Testament, speaking of com-
mentators on the Revelation since the
time of the French Revolution,—* The
majority, both in number, learning and
research, adopt the pre-millennial ad-
vent, following the plain and undeniable
sense of the sacred text.”

Diversities of opinion there are among
pre-millenialists, in reference to ques-

- condition, etc., as reg
. avents ; necessarily so on account of
- the difficulties of interpretation and the

tions of order and seqv.?nce, locality,
rds predicted

| greatness of the theme. None but a su-

perficial thinker or a prejudiced observ-
er would look for unanimity on such a
question, or would refuse to accept the

doetrine because its adherents are not

- agreed among themselves entirely as to |
it also met with the opposition of such |
learned and pious men as Sir l-aac
Newton, Bishop Newton, Archbishop

Jamieson, Faussett, Commi
with & maltitude |

i
i

the how and the whea.

Amoog the distinguished names on
the roll of premillennarians in the pres-
ent century are those of Bi
Birks, Ellicot, Horne, Maitland, Elliott,
Ryle, Bickersteth, Gresswell, Tregelles,
Alford, the two Tyngs, Reobert Hall,

Candlish, Guthrie, MecCheyne, the
three Bonars, Gilfillan, Cunninghame,

Hugh
Miller, Macl{al, Duffield, Kellogg,—
and on the continent of Europe, Lange,
Olshausen, Schlegel, Krummacher,
Auberlen, Koch, Delizsch, Dorner,

Heber, |
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Christlieb, and many others. Besides’

these, I have before ‘me some two or
three hundred names of ministers, pas-
tors, professors and writers in Great
Britain, the United States, Germany,
France andWolland,—of the Anglican,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Con-
gregational, Lutheran and other com-
munions, all with one accord maintain-
ing the belief in the personal return of
Christ and the literal resurrection of
the just, before the incoming of “ the
thousand years of peace.”

With three or four illustrative quota-
tions I shall close. The first shall be
from that most distinguished theologian,
pulpit orator and scholar of the Church
of Scotland, and founder of the Free
Church, Dr. Thomas Chalmers. He
said, as quoted by Bonar: “ Of this I
am satisfied, that the next coming of
Christ will be a coming not to final
judgment, but a coming to usher in the
Millennium:: ¥ utterly despair of “the
universal prevalence of Christianity as
the result of a missionary process. I
look for its conclusive establishment
through a widening passage of desola-
tions and judgments, with the demoli-
tion of our civil and ecclesiastical struc-
tures.” Elsewhere we find him saying,
“ I desire to cherish a more habitual and
practical faith than heretofore in that com-
ing which even the first Christians were
called to hope for with all earnestness,
even though many centuries were to
elapse ere the hope could be realiged.”

_ My nextreference is to the great Eng-
lish Baptist, Robert Hall, whom Dr.
Jamieson characterizes as *“the most
eloquent preacher of modern times,”
and who, at the close of his life, lament-
ed that *“ he bad ot preached the pre-
milleunarian views he entertained.”

Again, tarning to German biblieal
scholarship, we have Olshausen declar-
ing, *“ The Coming of Christ, i.e. the
Parousia, is to be conceived of as coin-
ciding with the ‘times of refreshing,’
and His sojourn in the heavenly world
closes with His return to earth for the
completing of His work ;” and Koch
maintaining that “ upon the indissolu-
ble comnection between the 19th and
20th chapters of Revelation, all auti-
chiliastic expositions are forever shat-
tered.” :

In the Declaration of Faith of the
Free Italian Church, published at Milan
in 1870 and at Florence in 1876, two
resurrections are spoken of, one at the
beginning, when the dead in Christ
shall rise first, the other at the end,
“ after the Kingdom,” when “all the
rest shall rise to be judged in judg-
ment.” The “ Confession ” of the
- Evangelical Free Church of Geneva
embodies in its 13th and 14th Articles
virtually the same declaration; the
Creed of the Reformed KEpiscopal
Church of the United States is said to
contain the elements of Christian Chili-
asm ; the Westminster Standards of the
? Presbyterians are implicitly pre-millen-
narian ; and the Baptist Confession ot
1660 was explicitly so.

We might almost be led to expect
that the Chiliastic belief will eventually
become universal, but for the significant
question of our Lord, *“ When the son
of man cometh, shall He find faith on
the earth ?” and the predicted an-
tagonizm of those who, like * Mark ™ in
the Christian Messénger a few weeks
ago, continue to cry “ Where is the
promise of His coming ?”

Luke.

August 22, 1879.

-

I have read through the entire Bible
many times. I now make a practice
to go through it once a year. It is the
book of all others for lawyers as well as
divines; and I pity the man who can-
ot find in it a rich supply of
thought, and of rules for his conduct;
it fits man for life—it prepares him for
death.— Daniel Webster.

T —

Some people grow old gracefully and
cheerfully. pTilg:o seems to drag an ac-
tive mind back to youth, rather than
forward to imbecility ; and though time
leaves wrinkles in the lace, they never
| reach the heart.
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