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O refreshing and sweet is this safe resting
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Union with Jesus.

“ My beloveg is mine and I am His.”

My beloved is mine, and I'm His forever,

And nothing I know can this sweet union
sever ;

My sins He has freely and fully forgiven,

And made me an heir to the glory of
Heaven.

His blood for me once I know freely was
shed

And His merits I trust, so I've nothing to
dread ;

How great is His goodness, how sweet is His
name, :

His love never changes, 'tis ever the same.

My pathway looks rugged, life’s tempests
seem wild,

But I know Jesus loves me and I am His
¢hild ;

Iknow I may trust Him, His word He'll
not break,

And He's told me He'll never, no never, for-

sake;

That v;hatever I ask in His name while be-
ow,

From His bountiful stores He will freely
bestow. :

And when life shall end with its trial and care,

He'll receive me to mansions all glorious
and fair,

[ believe all the sweet precious things He
has said,

On His dear faithful bosom I pillow my
head ;

)
My soul cannot fear in His loving embrace.
Freely I tell him each trialand care,
And Ih listens and helps me my burdens
to bear ;
O no friend like Jesus on earth I can find,
So tender and loving, so patient and kind.

My pleasures in life are all faded and dim,

But my soul gets its hope and its comfort
from Him ;

He permits me to suffer, I cannot tell whg-e

I‘t}lwu.:;‘..h‘!t mcﬁ:ehfﬁr hﬂm

ill be over, and then I shall rest.
g:lyﬁ ;x'e blue sky, and the night stars

Halifax, Nova S

very simple. The disciples met day
after day for prayer, expecting the ful-

filment of the Lord's promisc of the
Spirit. The blessing came. Peter
preached. Three thousand souls were

pricked in their hearts. They gladly
received his word, were baptized, and
‘ added to the charch.” The transaction
was very simple. There were no long
and complicated ceremonies. Indeed,
we read of no ceremonies at all No

doubt, every thing was done ** decently
and in r.” There was indescribable
solemnity and deep-seated joy; and

what & glorious hallelujah ascended
e meeting when they closed
ises of the day! Were not
vocal with the songs of the
saints, as they went to their
odging-places, rejoicing in the
__Ahe ceremonies attendant on
their reéeption into the Church were
few and short. Theygaveintheirnames,
toock their places, and joined in the
songs of Zion. Formality was not yet
born, |
The second church seems to have
been formed a4 Samaria. There is the
same silence in the record about cere
monies. It was long before the ser-
vants of the Lord Jesus dreamed of
uniformity. - The same thing might be
done in many different ways and all
equally valid. =
We come to this general inference 3
—that the Christian Churclat the
ginning was a society or assembly.of
Christians, voluntarily associating for
high and holy purposes, to be hereafter
enumerated and described. Spiritual
persons, and such oaly, were truly
members of Christian churches. They
were known by their “faith in the Lord
Jesus,” and their “love toall the saiuts.”
There were black sheep at Corinth and
a*galled’ a Drothd ~ WnO RAG MO FigHL W
that appellation, and will not be :;:
knowledged by the Lord when
saints are gathered together at the laty

Is the ht:;\‘o.‘l‘i::x hoping will one day bo
mine.

O how sweet it will be mid its glories to

The pt:i?: of our precious Redeemer and

The oo}\(:nf:lull raise will be free from all

How I.\l:i.sh even now that sweet song to

begin ! : :
O when :{ull | leave this frail casket o:' clay,
And soar to the cil{ of unending day A
if Jesus should call me, I gladly would go

For a #ght ot His face I would leave all

below.

But while on the earth He permits me to

stay,

His grace will be given to cheer the rough _

'l clin'g‘t’o ;llim closely, I know His strong

arm,

Will support and sustain me, and keep me

from harm.

Though often the templer may vex and

annoy, .
He'll not beypermitwd my soul to destroy.

My beloved is mine, and I'm His forever,

And nothing 1 know can this sweet union eases in the world.

sever,

Milton, Queens Co.
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No. 1.
: INTRODUCTORY.
My dear Siry— A
I propose, with your permission,

He will say, * I never knew you.”
final separation of the precicus Iy
the vile is reserved for that day.
however, does not affect the
state of the case. ** They are n
Israel who are of Israel.”
We are not always able in tb e
tate of society, to use woy cor-
:‘tt:tl;. We speak o’f the Greck Aurch,
and the Roman Chureh, 4 llllo
Church of England ; but, °per h{
speaking, there are no such U&- tch
charactevistics of a Christia t ur
according to the New Tesw#"'s hot

being found among them. M. C.

For the Christiay*SSenger.
Itching Ef
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/ Btramge dis-
e of them are
bysicians, and

A SERMON FOR T
There are a great

but little ""de““.’“ﬁad with much
hence their cure 18 The New
difficulty and unc(

ic of th .
Testament speaks, ) dise:.e 1:0:;

curious and disamhm 4% by

this character. 4, ) Timothy,

Pusnl in his se ol vatan et
fourth chapter § Popig 1 .ro
it is described he title ef “ Itch-
ing Kars. / many that even

our best meii, . 4icorder. The

to | matter seel;

‘| and claptrap are much more disagree-

It may stry sition is indu in.
Y "¥rks make no allu- to other p!aceslg(;(’lwouhip even when
sion to "thiyg escaped the atten- b o ke held in-his own.

Carpenter, and all ::e '8 oltener sgen abroad than among

that, unless proper remedial agencies
are at once set in operation, it will not
ouly - become universal but chronic.
The great danger of the disease is that
it injures the soul rather than the body,
by causing its victims to despise ‘ sound
doctrine,” to abandon * the truth,” and
to ** turn unto fables,” This, of course
leads to spiritual darkness add rain.
If anything can be donedin the way
of describing the symptofhs of this
terrible malady and suggesting appro-
priate remedies, it is evident that no
time should be lost in doing so for the
benefit of suffering humanity. Let us
at the outset, therefore, take into con-
sideration 5

I. THE SYMPTOMS OF THE DISEASE.

Like many other insidious disorders
which afflict human nature, this disease
may be lurking in the system a long
while before the victim becomes aware
of its presence. Indeed some patients

ignorance of the presemce of the fatal
| distemper, at least they do net recog-
nize it as a disease. For this reason it
is necessary to point cat carefully the
distinctive symptoms,
1. Dullness of hearing is the usual
precursor of the approach of the dis-
ease  Not the outer ear, but the iuner
ear becomes toughenied and ** dull of
hearing,” so that the blessed truths of
the gospel which once seemed like
sweet music, now seem like a discor-
dant song or an idle tale. Under such
circunntances the most faithful preach-
ers is thought to be prosy, and his dis-
courses dry aund uninteresting. The
story of the Cross leses its charm, and
the whisperings of the Holy Spirit to
the heart are unheard, Meanwhile
the sluggish hearer does not seem te
. -‘»v--:.a...a.:.-..\..-&-r%u-m“
and stupidity. |

" 2. ltchiness of the ears Supervenes.
Having lost its normal and healthy tone
the ear becomes prurient. It wants to
be tickled—sceks for something loud-
er and more sensational than it has
been accustemed to hear. The rough

scratching-of the hay and straw of cant

able to such an ear than the tl
touches of the silken threads ofs::p::
truth.  Wholesome apestolic preaching
is dupued_; and shouting, ranting and
&mudo-rellgious gibberish are chosen
preferenc,. When the disease has
made considerable bead-way in the
cl.mu.:h, there arises a clamor for the
duumm!l of the faithful pastor, whose
only crime is that- he has ‘adherred
with unswerving fidelity to his Mas-
ter's commission. A geueral rush is
then made for some Rev. Marvellous
ensation.  Sound doetrine is cheer-
.Iullz abandoned in order that those
itching ears may be more satisfactorily
uokleq by specious fables and startlimg
sSensations. 0
3. T[w more the ecars are tickled the
:Iw worse rMe disease becomes. This
3 @ peculiarity of most itching mal-
adies.  Rubbing only spraads the
irritating agencies over a wider area,
Even the startling performances of Rev.
Murw.llous Sensation soon lose their
attraction, and a louder ramter js de-
ma?ded. The church of the ciseased
one's first love now becomes tame and
without interest, and « gadding dispo-

He goes olten

Indecd

cotia, Wednesday, April 23, 1879.

who have it badly seem to be in entire"

send you seme occasional papers on tion of Abs disciples of ZBseula.

Church Polity. The first paper is in- | the other ho disense was oown |

troductery. pius.  Ajimes, being alluded to,
authorized versien for the first time in notolwe. the physician, who
Matt. xviii. 17, “Tell it unto the | but alsf geventeenth chapter of
Church.” This is an unfortunate ren- | tells WApogileg that the Athen.

dering, as the Christian church was !be
not l& inmexistence. The word used
(ecclesia) was ordinarily employed to

malady in the sixth
demote any society or y, and is

is own brethren i and finally, his seut | be is sound in the faith | i
becomes permauently vaonnty. As 'tl;‘e vl ol
isease advavces religious meetings be-
The word Cburcg.” occur® in our | In very Yin the case Just noticed, mﬂx{’::ndmoni:yﬂ;:::“:: :xot lend him your ears

N a8 more congenial bl from him the itchi i
entertainment, - Mgy iy G v,

There | aud after death, Judgment.
II. T™ag causzs o THE DISORDER.

Then follows death,

18 some-

counsel of Ged.

by each patient.

ks

ly arises from bad gemeral health, es-
pecially of the heart., When the sys-
tem gets out of order all the bodily or-
gans become affected. A religions dys
peptic, who - has lost all relish for
wholesome doctrine and who cannot
digest the simplest truths of the gospel
will invariably prove to be shortsighted
and dull of hearing. Hence follows
the itching with all its concemitant
evils. When the heart loses its first
love for Christ and his people, the spir-
itual constitution becomes weak and dis-
ceased, the society of warnest brethren
ceases to be attractive, and ordinary
religious services become distasteful
and even disagreeuble. The ear being
out of tune, the sweetest gospel songs
sound inharmonious and meanmingless,
2. Bad habits bring on this disease.
We shall name some of them. The hab-
it of absenting ourselves from religious
mectings on auccount of mere trifles
greatly tends to put our ears out of tune
and set them itching. The habit of
neglecting prayer and of reading novels
instead of studying God's Word, is
sure to result in our lesing interest in
wholgsome religious exercises.. The
habit eof umjustly eriticising faithful
preaching has also a tendency to destroy
our spiritual health and to lead us into
gadding practices, The habit of chasing
after every Tom, Dick and Harry who
may come into the community,is partly a
result of the disease,and partly its cause.
All these bad habits,andjmany others of a
similar kind, are doing much at the
present time towards spreading the dis-
ease of itching ears.
3. The disease is infectious. We
sometimes catch it from our neighbors
and sometimes they catch it from us.
When a father allows himself to stay
at home when he should be in meeting,
nesnowid ve dMotr Hid Bapine srhge
ren, we meed not be surprised 10 see
his children following in his footsteps.
He has contracted the disease of itchin
ears,and his children havecaught itfrom
!nm. When one memberof a church gets
into the habit of running off to other
churchesang of whispering into the ears
of brethren something about the won-
derful preachers they have seen and
the startling sermons they have heard,
those brethren.will be very apt te catch
the itching distemper. In this way this
loathsome contagion is spread from ear
to ear. There are members in seme
of our churches se badly infected with
this disgusting disease that they are

more to be shunned than if they had
the small-pox.

II..uow T0 CURrE THE MALADY.

It i8 by no means an easy matter to
pre-cribe a specific remedy for a disor-
der which is so deeply rooted in the
system and so varied in its phases as
that of itching ears. A fow general di-
rections may be given, however, the ob-
servance of which aid greatly in remoy-
ing the disease or, at least, in restrain-
ing it within proper bounds.

1. Attention to dietis of prime im-

portance. This ‘ directian claims the

'ﬂ‘rst place inthe treatment of all wmaladies,

I'he most skilful physician that ever

lived on earth said to his pupils * Take

beed what ye hear.” The meaning is

obvious. It is a needful caution 1o ;m-

fessors of religion to protect their ears

from bad airand unwholesome influences,

from empty declumation and unscrip-

tural doctrines. Nevermind whether a

man is elogquent and showy and bland

ornot.  Ascertain first of all whether

2. Switable exercise should be taken

t It is for want of because they feel

something to do at home that so many | cipate in s:);a::eduna:o:h
! lllm'~’ diseases the causes mb:n :‘ our churches go roving |t
Tkl doub sat e | T pacure e diffcals of expiunation. | teking surs. A o ooy enne o [ 470 Penly wmworihy

» in the secial religions members of the church, But genuine
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self takes charge of that business. In
a church whose members are all at°
work and always at work thereis never
found a single case of the wretched dis-
ease we are now considering.

3. The free use of living water is in-

dispensable to a perfect cure. Water
is & good tonic and an excellent puri-
fier. The water which is obtained
from the wells of salvation effectually
removes from the system those impure
elements which generate disease. The
patient who earnestly studies the Word
ot God, who seeks for continued com-
munion with Jesu$s Christ, finds his
soul daily refreshed and watered as
with heavenly showers. To such a
person the gospel is always full of in-
terest and sweetness ; the ear is ravish-
ed by the story of redeeming love, and
the soul is fed by the plain and simple
preaching of gospel truth. Such a
person kmnows nothing about itchin
ears, has no desire to gad about from
place to place in search of novelty and
seusattonalism, but feels happy and cori-
tented at home among his brethren.
May every afflicted reader be profited
by these friendly hints, and may the
day not be far distant, when ouar
churches shall no longer be troubled by
the plague of “itching ears.”

. -_—.—-— e i ——

Stayihg away from the Supper.

That Christian mnst be in a sad
spiritual state, or know little of the real
meaning of his covenant vows, who
can deliberately turn his back upon the
Table of the Lord, when the feast is
spread and the invitatien givea. Yet
many church members * in good stand-
ing " do this constantly, heedless alike
of the admenition of the Lord, * This

doan remermbrance of .b.,” and of M
Covenant obligatinns,

@ reacems assignced for this

of the Lord’s SuppBer are variom
not one among them all is adequate
to excuse so flagrant a breach of Chris.
tion duty. Personal disagreement with
one or:more members of the chureh :
dislike of the pastor; seme fancied
wrong er slight ; a sense of personal um-
worthiness, real or affected —these and
similar weak excuses sie given.

But back of these rea-ons there may
generally be found either a wrong con-
ception of the meaning and purpose eof
the ordinance, or a low state of piety in
the offeading member. Many, misled
by the term “ communion,” regard the
ordinance as solely ‘an oxpression of
Crhistian fellowship. Thus we often
hear it said, “ I cannot g0 to commun-
lon 80 long as So-and-so is a member of
the church.” The gathering tegether
of God's people at the table js indeed
an expression of Christian fellowship,
but it is only, in that sense, the out-
ward sign of the fellowship already
existing. So that, to escape the reali-
ty of the fellowship one must withdraw
from the church altogether., But the
promotion of Christian fellowship is
not the chief purpose of the Lord’s Su
per. ** This do,” said Jesus, “in re-
membrance of me ;" and his words sug-
gest the deeper meaming of the ordin.
unce  To partake at this feast is u
sacred privilege and a precious means
of grace. This believer who stays
away frem the table because he is at
variance with his brother not onl
deprives himself of a great blessin
and a means of growth, but insults the

Lord whose broken body and shed
- blood are set forth in the e
daster, and able to declare the whole | bread and wine.

\ If he is deficient in | first if possible to
hese all-important qualifications do | brother ;

lest you catch | abstain fr

mblcma}ic
No doubt he ought

' be reconciled to his
but having done his best to
om the communion in case

per. the other refuses to be reconciled.

But others, it may be, remain away
Y to partici-
: bservance. In
his ‘they make a sad mistake. If they
0 come teo the
they are unworthy to be
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