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recalls with such vivid beauty and im- 

pressiveness the sufferings and death of 

our Lord. 
If, however, a member absents him- 

gelf from the commmuniom through sheer 

indifference, is not his case one that 

calls for admonition, and if need be, for 

discipline? His attendance or non-at- 

tendence ought not to be a matter of 

indifference to the church. A member 

should not be forced to the Lord’s 
table against his will—if such a thing 
were possible ; but neither should he 

be allowed to turn his back upon the 

table with impunity. : 
The number of church members who 

make it a habit to stay away from the 
cemmunion is very large. As such ne- 
glect of the ordinance is one of the de- 

cisive tests of fidelity to covenant obli- 

gations, it would seem that those who 
are guilty of it should be looked after 
with tender solicitude, and dealt with 

as brethren “walking disorderly.” — Kz- 
aminer & Chronicle. 

For the Christian Messenger, 

Caution with regard to Fire. 

Mr. Editer,— 

It is an old and true, adage ‘Fireisa 
good servant, but a bad master’ In- 

stances of destruction by it are of fre- 
quent eccurrence. Hence the need eof 
caution with reference te it is obvious. 

Doubtless there are cases in which 
fires are purposely set, through malice, 
to obtain plunder, or even to get 

the insurance on buildings, &c., but 
it is not probable that these lines will 
meet the eyes of amy "miscreants who 
would be guilty ot such a nefarious 
deed. Even if they did, it is not to be 
expected that admonitions would be of 
any avail. 

Instances, howerer, in which proper- 
ty is destroyed by fire through inad- 
vertence, frequently occur.” A word of 
caution with reference to such cases 
- be of use. 

uildings are often burned by at- 
tempting to save ashes in barrels. 
Some people are not aware of the fact, 
that if there be a live coal in any part 
of the barrel, it is almost certain that 
it will flnd its way to the staves, and so 
kindle a fire. Ashes should, therefore, 
invariably, be kept in a vessel or kettle 
that will not burn till every particle of 
fire is certainly extinct. And even 
then, if put into a barrel at all, that 
should be kept in some out-house 
remote from the dwelling-heuse and 
barn ; that in event of any Lien ...» 
being in it, these may not be burned. 

p= care should be exercised with 

regard to stoves, that no part of the 

pipe be near emough to wood to set it 

on fire; that it be at a sufficient dis- 

tance from the floor—covered with 

gink—that not much fire be left in it at 

might, and no fuel be left on the outside 

that may ignite. 
In the case of open stoves, or fire- 

places, care should be taken not to put 

wood about the fire- place at might, that 

may set the house on fire. [ have 

kpewn a man and his two children to 

be burned to death through neglect of 
this caution. 

Stevepipes and. chimneys should be 
kept carefully cleaned. se that the soot 
may not accumulate, and taking fire in 
a dry time, when the wind is high, 

cause the destruction of the house. 
Matches should be kept carefully, 

and by all means, out of the way of 
children. 

Buildings are sometimes burmed by 
the filthy practice of Emoking tobacco. 

People sometimes incautiously set 
fires in time ef drought, and much 
trouble and damage result. 
We should always trust Providence 

in the way of duty and prudence 
but never neglect any means of safety 
iB any respect. 

Yours very truly, 
-C. TuppPkER. 

Aylesford, April 12, 1879. 
-> Oe —— 

For Christian the Messenger. 

Tendencies of Open Communion. 

. No. 2. 

In a previous article the writer en- 
deavored to show that open communion 
amongst Baptist churches would tend 
40 their obliteration. The argument 
was not by any means exhausted. 
Much more might have been said in its 
support. Of course objections could 
be urged—Dby reference to those church- 
e8 that practice it—and te the suc- 
ecss of some of our noted preachers. 
Men of ability may command large 
andiences, and churches may be per- 

by the moral and religious 
they may be able to exert 

a community. But there is 
i TR She aeemnts that 

| strictness. 
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their work would be better and more 

enduring if they would stand squarely 

upon the New Testament platform. 

An open communion church cannot 

very well justify its continuance in a 
community when other bodies of Chris- 
tians are ‘occupying the ficld, and it 

certainly could not justify any aggress- 

ive operations in regions upon which 

other sects have already entered. If 

persons hold and practice the doctrine 

that there are divers modes of baptism, 

then they must believe in mixed 

church membership, which is the logi- 

cal issue of Open Communion. If 
Baptists are wrong in the views they 
hold, the sooner they abandon them the 

better. To maintain their present 
position might well be regarded as a 
sin to be confessed and forsakem. If, 
on the other hand, they are right in 
the views that separate them from 
others, they would be acting a treason- 
able part to surrender them. If they 
should cease their testimony, God 
would raise up others more worthy of 
the honer to defend his truth. 

Many suppose that the main differ- 
ence between Baptists and other Chris- 
tian bodies is in the matter-of much or 
little water. There was never a 
greater mistake. Even if it were so 
the cause of separation would be suffi- 
cient to justify it. The Saviour had a 
purpose in requiring immersion as the 
initiatory ordinance of Christianity. It 
serves a purpose that no pouring or 
sprinkling ceremeny can. But there 
is a still greater reason for our dissent. 
Infant baptism we regard as opposed to 
the spirit and genius of Christianity. 
It is born of the .nofion of baptismal 
regeneration. There is no trace of it in 
the New Testament. Being of human 
invention it is something added to the 
Christian system ,that has produced 
infinite mischief, but that must be 
eliminated ; and mainly througl the 
infiuence of Baptist teaching. Let 
them cease their testimony, amd all 
others who agree with them in this 
respect, that believers only are en- 
titled to baptism and church privileges, 
and there must be a rapid declension 
towards a formalism that would foster 
on one hand icfidelity, and on the 
other superstition. This language may 
be thought by some to be severe. We 
would that the fruits infant baptism ha: 
already borne did not justify our dis- 
approval and censure. 

There is a false sentiment abroad 
that pleads for sincerity in the place of 

truth: * No mafter what a man be: 
plea it is urged if a man thinks he is 
baptized when he is only sprinkled, he 
is baptized. On this ground it may be 
urged that if one thinks himself bap- 
tized when not a drop has touched his 
person, he is baptized ; or that if one 

thinks it is not-needful for him to ebey |) 
the command of Christ he need not 
obey. In ether words every man is a 
law to himself. This leads to the 
mention of anether peculiarity of Bap- 
tists. They demand implicit ebedience 
to Christ's commands. Ordinances 
positively enjoined must be strictly 
observed. [It ean easily be shown that 
the great weight of authority is in 
favor of immersion for baptism. The 
most learned freely admit that immer- 
sion was the ancient mode of baptism— 
but they say “ sprinkling in our circum- 
stances i8 better.” That is, the Saviour 
requires his disciples to be baptized, 
but they are at liberty to adopt rantism 
if they prefer it. No wonder that 
those who cam so freely tamper with 
gospel ordinances can also freely cry 
out * bigotry, bigetry,” when theyy 
have occasion to refer to Baptist 

They would have us sane- 
tion their departure from the old paths. 
They so interpret Baptist open com- 
munion. 

It is true that some who favor open 
communion have no thought of sacri- 
ficing the truth amd remain fast by the 
New Testamznt standard, and true to 
their deneminational ebligations. But 
the most, it is to be feared, become 
“weak-kneed ’ and vacillati True, 
such instances are rare amohus as a 
denomination, because comparatively 
few are led away by the sophistries of 
our opponents. We wish te guard all 
from this danger, and would earnestly 
entreat every member of a Baptist 
church to listen not to those who weuld 
lead them to compromise their princi- 
ples, and to a course that would be in- 
jurious to the cause they love. Let all 
our members ‘seek for the things that 
make for peace, and for the things 

ify another,’ We 

x
 

they have, uninfluenced by these 

things, pursued the way they deemed 

to be right, and often with a heroism 

worthy their name and destiny. To- 
day they are the same im the grand 
features by which they have ever been 

distinguished ; while they may witness, 
with honerable pride, the proofs that 
multiply on every hand that they have 
not given their testimeny nor suffered 
in vain for Christ and for his truth. 
“ Whereunto they have attained, let 
them walk by the same rule,” and bye- 

and-bye the Watchmen,” coming to 
the pure word of truth, * shall see eye 
to eye; and the grand rallying cry of 
the church shall be, * There is one 
body and one spirityeven as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling, one 
Lord one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all who is above all and 
through all and in you all.” 

M. PF. 
~—— 

The Chistian Messenger. 

The *¢ Sermon ” on our first page on 
** Itching Ears ” is commended to the 
serious comsideration of our readers 
generally. Not that we suppose any of 
then so afflicted, but we lope that by its 
perusal they may be preserved frem se 
troublesome a malady. We doubt not 
it will be said in a good many places 
where it is read: “Now, that must be 
for > We would, however, advise 
great care lest, by any such remark a 
spirit of censoriousness be encouraged, 
which, in many cases, only aggravates 
and spreads the disease. To prevent 
such application, to any person or place, 
we may say that the writer resides 
in the country, perhaps a hundred miles 
from Halifax. Let us try and help'our 
brethrea to avoid it at all times. 

Granpe Line Mission. — The 
forty-second Annual Report of this 
interesting Mission has come to hand. 
The work still goes on, and souls are 
converted to God. The enemy rages, 
and stirs up persecution in various 
places, which is patiently endured, and 
ultimately, as of old, proves a blessing. 
Besides the central station at Grande 
Ligne, there are churches at Montreal, 
St. Marie de Mermoir, and other places, 
“where the gospel is regularly preached, 
and instruction given to the young. 
Towards the latter end of last year 
there was a powerful revival at Grande 

| Lignes. «.Nexards. of | five. thousand 
last year, and a legacy of twe thousaud 
dellars was received, under the will of 

ford, Conn. The Maritime Provinces 
contributed seventy-five dollars. 

CN 

| The House of Assembly on Tuesday 
‘of last week adopted an address to the 

tive Council of this province, or asking 
permission to Appoint nine new mem- 
bers to enable them to do the same. 
The Council also acopted an address to 
the Queen praying that no such change 
take place. Whether there will be a 
deputation appointed to take charge of 
these addresses and see that they are 
properly presented as in the Letellier 
affair, we are not informed. 

We like to repert conversions to God 
and accessions to the churches. When 
we cannot do that perhaps it is well 
that we should give the expressions we 
receive of a desire for revival and la- 
mentations because the ways of Zion 
languish. ~ A brother writes from the 
West as follows : 
Dear Editor,—Y our weekly visits, per 

Messenger, are welcome in our dwell- 
ing. Pleased to hear of the good work 
going on in different parts eof our own 
Province as well as other places, Wish 
it could be so reported from this Island. 
We have had some four years of great 
dearth of religious matters. Sometimes 
it seems as if it may be said of us as of 
old, “ they are joined to their idols let 
them alone.” 

Blessed are they that mourn fer they 
shall be comforted. 

The following telegram came from 
Beston on Monday last : 
“The Rev. Hyatt Smith, having been 

scolded by rigid Baptist Ministers for 
administering baptism by sprinkling to 
a converted sick man, defended his ac- 
tion in a sermon saying that 
he will do anything anywhere to make a 
sou! happier.” | 

poeition is just what might be 
expected of Mr. Smith, and only shews 
how easy it is to go down hill when a 
man has once started. Such a position 
would lead to auricular ceafession, ex- 
treme uaction, the baptism of dead in- 

Judices of human nature. 

the late Miss Jane L. Belles, of Hart- ! 

Queen on the abolition of the Legisla- | 

fants, and all the other that 
have pon lin sgrlpong 

EriscoPALIAN.—The Church Guar- 
dian says there were recently 267 con- 
firmed hy the Bishop in Halifax and 
Dartmouth :— 
TORERIRREI Gs wo fain so « snndeoiond ares annss se 56 
St. George’s and St. Mark’s Halifax, 57 
SE Lake Wass cornpunvs can AER RE NR 62 
St. Paul’s and Trinity....cc...covu serene 02 

267 
1198 persons received the Holy 

Communion at the various churches in 
Halitax on Easter Sunday. 

4+ 

Tue CrurcH Guarpianx, No. 1, 
has made its appearance. It has a 
name, but no local habitation. It does 
not appear where, or by whom, it is 
published. It professes to be in the 
interests of the Church of England, and 
has the names Rev. J. D, H. Browne, 
Halifax, N. S., and Rev. E. §. W. 
Pentreath, Moncton, N. B., as Editors. 
It professes to be “ non-partizan ” and 
“Independent.” 

Tae Baptist Review, January, February 
and March 1879. J: R. Baumes DD, 
Editor, Cincinnati. 

The Baptist Quarterly published by 
the Baptist Publication Seciéty for 
abeut twelve years with various suc- 
cess was discontinued last year. An 
effert was made to revive it but unsuc- 
cessful. It was found that the number 
of subscribers was not sufficient to war- 
rant its continuance. Dr. Baumes has 
been encouraged is issue this Review 
as a successor of the Quarterly to occu- 
py the same position in our denomina- 
tional literature—to furnish a medium 
of giving the Baptists of the United 
States a high class of articles on the 
various phases of religious opinion, and 
in defense of the truth as it is held by 
our churches and of gospel truth gener- 
ally. The first Ne. now before us, is a 
very handsome pamphlet of 172 pages 
and has for its table of contents the 
following : 

“1. Our knowledge of Infinities, by 
Alvah Hovey, D D., President of New- 
ton Theological Institution. 2+ Mission- 
ary Career of Jesus Christ, by E. T. 
Winkler, IR D., Marion, Ala. 3. Agus- 
tus Theluck, by Rev. H. S. Burrage, 
Portland, Me. 4. Religious Liberty un- 
der Roman; Gothici and Russian Law, 
by G. W, Samson, i D., New York. 5. 
Swedenborg and his teachings, by H. M. 
King, D.D., Boston Highlands, Mass. 6. 
Inspiration, by G. Lasher, D.D., Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 7. John Wycliffe, by Rev. 
C. E. Barrows, Newport, R. I. 8. Pro 
gress of Biblical Schelarship, by Rev. 
J. O'B. ony, Mobile, Ala. 9. Dale's 
Professor in Hamilton Theological Sem’ 
wary, N. Y. 10. Editorial. 11. Liter. 
ary Notes, 

It is certainly a worthy successor of 
thd Quarterly and we hope it may be 
well sustainedy Ite appearance from 

Western capital is evidence of the 
kable progress made in a compar- 

{ years and of the prevalence of 
scatiments there as well as in 

Phila Iphia and other eastern cities. 
ThelEditor says : 
“It Wil contain articles of perma. 

nent vie, giving the richest fresh 
thought %ith the choicest fruits of ad- 
vanced sdiolarship such as will be most 
stimulating and suggestive in the study 
ne or pful in Christian work. 

sha at matters bearing on the 
present andfpture welfare of the church, 
giving speci 
ten currents 
feeling. 

It will be colgervative in doctrine, in. 
dependent In Juiterance ; presenting 
solid thought wihout dullness and the 
enrichments of \@rning without obscur- 
ity of language.’ 

attention to the more po- 
religious thought and 

hd 

The articles in Wo. 1. fully sustain 
this high standari§pd in typographical 
execution it is acledit to the body. 
We hope it may beRell sustained. 
A single subser 

annum in advance ; 
ordered by one party, 
three subscriptions, 
party, $6.00 per anwi. 
R. Baumes, D. D,, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

y one 
Address J. 

tist Review, 

ZewL's Porurar Exoyo 
VvERSAL DICTIONARY, 

This work is now near 
its parts as far as No. 60 Laye 
A specimen No. will be mg 
address on receipt of 25 cepts 
Davis & Ce. 17 &19 South gf 

North Sydney--Mrs. C. Jefferson. 7 00 

New SERIAL STORY BY JEAN 
INcELOW-—A new serial story by 
Jean Ingelow will begin in the number 
of Little's Living Age for the week 

ending April 26th. It is published 
from the author's advance sheets, and 
epens in a very interesting way. The 
progress of a new story by this popular 
writer will be eagerly watched. 
A new volume of 7he Living Age, 

by the way, began with the first num. 

the beginning of new subscriptions. 
For fifty-two numbers. of sixty-four 

large pages each (or more than 3,000 
pages a year), the subscription price 
($6) is low ; while for $10.50 the pub- 
lishers offer to send any one of the $4 
monthlies or weeklies with The Living 
Age for a year, both postpaid. Littell 
& Co., Boston, publishers. 

The N. Y. Seciety for the suppres- 
sion of Vice, ‘Fifth Annnal Report, 
has been received by us. It shews that 
a vast amount of immoral literature 
has been seized and destroyed, and a 
large number of persons prosecuted for 
seeking to pollute the moral atmesphere 
of that city and country. The work of 
this Society is the ounce of prevention, 
which is far better than many pounds 
of cure. ; 

Songs FROM THE VALLEY,by Harriet 
Cole. To some persons it is no task to 
write in smooth flowing numbers and so 
to treasure up their best thoughts in 
rhyme and rythm. Miss Cole appears 
to be one of these. Her poems seem 
to have been written at first without 
any intention of publication, but were 
rather the outgoings of tender emotion, 
sometimes with a dash of sorrow, but 
always with Christian feeling and trust. 
They will doubtless find an echo in 
many other hearts, and afford consola- 
tion amidst trial and suffering. 

Tue Preacuer anp HomeLeric 
MoxTtaLY for April, reports a highly 
interesting table of contents. “ Eastar 
thoughts—A Risen Redeemer Our True 
Lite,” by Wm. Ives Budington, D. D.; 

{“ Ged’s 7 udgment,” by George A. Hep- 
worth, D. D.; “ The Efpty Seat,” by 
Rev. C. H. Sburgeon; Looking at 
Things Not Seen,” by Rufus W. Clark, 
D. Dj; “A Strange Omission,” by 
W. II. Van Deren, D.D.; * The Dead 
Sea a Special Memento of the Doem 
that Awaits the Wicked,” by Rev. T. 
Williston ; ¢ The Tearing of Forty and 
Two Children by Two She Bears—A 
ropular Exegesis,” by Chaidco IP. 

Deems, 12.1.; &e., &e. This magazine is 
full of hints valuable to the clergy and 
all others interested in the study of the 
Bible. Religious Newspaper Agenc 
New York. Price, 25 cts.; $2.50 
year, 

A PAPER IN ScripNer for May, 
which bids fair to have much practical 
value as well as timeliness, is Mr. 
SAMUEL Parsons’ * Village - Lawn- 
Planting,” in which is deseribed an 
actual experiment with a lot 50x150 
feet, with passing suggestions en form, 
color, varieties, grouping, and* other 
details. Mr Parsons is well known 
as one of the leading horticulturists in 
the U. States,and his place at Flushing, 
L. 1, is said to contain many rare 
shrubs and trees, some of them havin 
mo duplicatesin the U. States or Europe. 

It is as well for girls, or boys either, 
te krow what they can do,—and a story 
called * She could n't,” to appear in 
tke May number of Sr. NICHOLAS, 
will contain, it is announced, some most 
excellent and entertaining hints on the 
subject of confining our energies within 
the limit of our abilities. Perhaps if 
certain grown people should read this 
story, it would not injure them. 

fRofires. 
RECEIVED FROM WOMEN'S MISSION AID 

SOCIETIES. 
Great Village—Mrs. M. P. Free 

—_— 

00 

Cunard—Mrs, B. Kempton......... 6 16. 
M. R. SELDEN, Sec'y. Halifax, April 22th, 1879, © 7 

RECEIVED FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Mrs. Allwood, Treasurer W. M. BIT er $185 00 Philadelphia and 146 E ison Bri cause, per Mr, Jas. 

It is, the most oN THos. P. Davies, F. M. B. It sg the pt St. John, N. B., Ayril 14, 1878. 

Vow and 50 $e 400 price. Letters Received. 

The condition abd fytare| Mrs. F. McPhee $2. H.E. 
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