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vt A Methodist makes short weork of

For Christian the Messenger.

Letter from Germany.

(From our correspondent.)

AN AMERICAN PRIMA DONNA—THE
CELEBRATION OF BISMARK'S BIXTY-
FOURTH BIRTHDAY~—DIVORCES IN
GERMANY, &c.

Before leaying Paris the other day
I had the great pleasure of listening to
the truly astonishing performance of the
youmg American pianiste, Miss Anna
Boek, which excited the utmost enthu-
siasm of a larze and critical audience
and stamped her reputation as a first-
class artist. What Patti ic to the op-
oratic stace, Anna Bock is to the con-
cert salon—a star of the first maggi-
tude.

Tuesday was the 64th Lirthday of
Prince Bismarck, the Chancellor hav-
ing.been born a few wecks before
the battle of Waterloo. All day
countless telegrams, letters of a con.
gratulation, and gifts from far and near
poured into the Radsiwell Palace. At
early morn the Prince was serenaded
by .the baid of the Kaiser Alexander
Grenadiers, and at midday that of the
2nd Foot Guards took up and continued
the complimentary strain. The Em-
peror was foremost with his good wishes
while the diplomatists, Ministers, Gene-
rale, Deputies,- and high officials all
crowded to offer their congratulations
to the great statesman. At Colonge,
amid speechifying and civic display, a
statue of the Prince was unveiled and
handed over tothecity. Theleading ora-
tor said it was not the aimof thefounders
to perpetuate in iron all the “merit
of the Prince, their primary object be-
ing simply to express the gratitude due
to him as unifer of the Empire. Most
of the papers lay tributary eulogies at
the feet of the Prince. The National
Zeitung, organ of the Liberals and the
stern opponent of the Chancellor’s
fimancial pelicy is censpicusus for its
tone of deep admiration and grateful
allegiance. *“ We know, however,”
says that journal * that we must pay a
tax for his greatness, and we pay it
willingly.” :

The facility with which divorce can
be obtained ia Germany has seldom
been more strikingly shown than in a
case lately before the courts. A short
time ago a young lady being desirous
of finding a husband, advertized for one
in & newspaper, stating as an induce-
ment to any suitable man whe might
feel disposed te come forward, that she
possessed a ferture of 6000 marks, or
about $1500. A youngz man, who had
been educated for a mercantile career,
read the invitationand answered it ; but
being shrewd and cautious herefused to
marrythe young lady until the 6000 mrks,
were produced, as it was his intention te
buy with them a business,onthe proceeds
of which he and Lis intended wile would
live. Ultimately however the wiles of
the young lady appear to have pre-
vailed against the caution of the young
man, for the marriage took place |
without the money being produced,
but not until the lady had solemnly
promised that the 6000 marks should
be paid to her husband eight days alter
the wedding day. The day eof pay-
ment arrived and then the newly mar-
ried husband received from an old
friend of his wife the dowry, consisting,
however, not of $6,000 but of 600 marks
only. Deeply hurt, the husband deter-
mined to appeal to the law for redress,
and prayed that his marriage might be
deelared null and void because of the
deceit which had beem practised upon
him, KEvidence having been given to
prove that had the plaintiff known that
his wife had not 6000 marks he would
net have marricd her, the judgedecided
in his favor, and the marriage was de-
clared to be null and void.

Louis.

- -
For the Christian Messenger.,

Infants and Baptism.

It is astonishing hew eagerly those
who hold to the abeve, clutch at any-
thing, however weak, which seemss to
support it. For instance the Wesleyan
of May 3rd quotes the following from
the Christian Observer. (The quota-
tions have the usual marks),

INFANTS AND BAPTISM,

& common argument against infant bap-
tism :— ‘

1. ‘Believe and be baptized.” " Here
is a professed quotation from the New
Testament, but these words as they
stand age not to be found there, How-
ever, we know, what is meant. Ile
them says: “Infants cannot beliove,
and must net, as a consequence, be bap-
tized.” That is just so, quite correect,

to those who believe, and consequenﬁ."

The command to be baptized is confined
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exeludes such as do not, or canno! be-
lieve.. ;

2. “« He that will not work, neither |
shall be eat.”” ** Of course infants cannot
work, and must not, therefore eat.”

Need our friends, sharp-witted en-
ough in most matters, be told that of
those who could but would not work, it
was said they should not eat? Aund
yet such things as this go down gene-
rally as smoothly as butter. He con- |
tinues :

3. ¢ He that believeth not shall be;
damned.”

“ Infants canmot believe, and there-
fore must be damned.” |

It may be here remarked for the sake
of those who are in love with such
trifling with serious questions, that the
condemnation (as they must know) is
of those who can but will not believe.

4. “ Except ye repent, ye shall all
likewise perish.” »

‘“ Infants cannot repent, therefore
they must perish.”

This angument i3 of the same nature
as 1, 2 and 3, and may be met in the
same way.

And thus the Methodist referred
te, finds room in the Christian Obser-
ver to utter such weak, subtil, and false
reasoning, which is carefully copied in-
to the Wesleyan as a choice morsel for
“ those who are weak in the faith.”
Such water and milk as that will only
tend to make them weaker.

The writer concludes : * The conclu-
sion to which such reasening leads,
brings with itself a fearful and weighty
anathema—it is &s presumptuous as it is
evil.” Yes, but the conclusion is false,
because the premises are, and conse-
quently the * fearful and weighty an-
athema” does not fall on the heads of
those on whom the writer would have
it fall, and to which blind effort the
Christian Observer, and the Wesleyan
lend their aid. We know of mo ana-
thema in the Scriptures proneunced
against those who de according to the
beok of the law, but we do know of
such being pronounced npon those whe
add to, and take from that sacred book.
And asto presumption,it is hard to find a
parallel to the presumptien of that man
who through the pulpit or the pressde-
clares infant sprinkling to be an ordin-
ance of God, and taught in his werd ;
or the man ‘'who takes a child in his
arms and sprinkling it, says: *“ 1 bap-
tize thee in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
when at the same time he no more bap-
tizes it tham if he kissed it, and his
statement is just ascorrect asif he were
to dip it in water and say, * I rantize,
(or sprinkle) thee &ec.” And then con-
mect with such trifling with solemn
things the names of the triune Geod!!
Happily infaut sprinkling is on the rap-
id decline, as witness the frequent
reports of adult baptisms (so  call-
ed) by Methodist and other ministers,
and the fact that according te th: Con-
gregauonal Year Book for 1879, 10,-
656 adults were baptized, against 5,556
infants during the year, The Preshy-
teriaus, in the States especially are
marching in the same direction. Qur
Pedobaptist brethren in the course of
time, judging from the decline of infant
baptism (80 called) will doubtless aban-
don the practice altogether, and judg-
ing too from the frequent immersions
by Pedobaptists, sprinkling abanden-
ed emtirely, and a grand reture. will be
made to the true,scriptural,and apostolic
plan ; the immersion of believers ; and
perbaps many will wender how their
fathers held 8o long and so temaciously
to a practice which finds no counten-
ance whatgver in the Scriptures, and
stood so opposed tn that which is as ¢lear-
ly revealed thercin as anything need
or can be, B.

@lie Christian gm‘amgz‘t.

Halifax, N, 8., HMay 7, 1879.

FAMILY WORSHIP.

Many professing Christians have nev-
er made the atiempt to institute and

' maintain the worship of God in their

families ; .others make it a matter of
mere convenience ; and others observe
it occasionally as a compliment to a
guest, while a few, from principle, call
their family around them, merning or
evening, or both, and render to Geod
thanksgiving and praise, accompanied
with prayer for mercies amnd blessings
needed. How forgetful the multitude
appear of the command, * Thou shalt
worship the Lerd thy God.” Is it
then any wonder that e many of such
persons are in doubt about their own
salvation 7 '

The nd of excuse with seme is
want of ability, and yet that want of
abilivy dees not appear when a favor is

asked or acknowledged of a fellow
being. Prayer is not for the instruc-
tion of the Almighty in regard to our
wants. The Saviour has said, ** Yoeur
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
néed of all these things.” Spiritual
life is hard to be maintained by keads
of families, if family prayer be neglect-
ed. The heart becomes estranged
from God without it. - Is it not even
s0 2~ we may f{airly ask, of those whe
neglect it. Robert Hall very cerrect-
ly observed : * Family wérship serves
as an edge o border, to preserve the
web of life from unravelling.”

€ - Bl a achnabandiaios

ABOUT THE ACADIA COLLEGE
TELESCOPE FUND.

The Acadia Atheneum alludes to
this matter, and says:

“ We are frequently asked the ques-
tion “ When are we going to have that
telescope 7' Said question we are not
prepared to answer in full, but we might
state a few facts which we happen to be
acquainted with in this connection for
the benefit of those interested. The
enterprise of raising a fund for the pur-
pose of purchasing a telescope was first
undertaken, at the suggestion of Prof.

Elder, by the class of '71. In a com-: |

munication from A. Cohoon, A. B., of
said class in (No. 4, Vol. 1, of the
Athen@tm) it will beé found that vp to
that time (Feb., 1875) $440.00 had been
collected from members of the class for

| that purpose.

What steps have since been taken in
this direction we are not prepared to
say at present. It would appear, how-
ever, that the amount—now aSout $500.-
00—is still lying at interest. So far the
scheme has failed from the fact that a
number of pledges have not been forth-
coming, The amount on hand at pres-
ent is only about half what will be re.
quired to furnish a suitable instrument,
and if we add to this the cost of mount-
ing, the sum required grows to an
amount which we fear that on hand at
present will not soon reach. ’

But our main cbject in mentioning
this at the present time, is to call the
attention of those having the matter in
hand to the following suggestion, which
may be worthy of their consideration.

This we may state briefly as follows :
As a number of the class of '71 have not
found it convenient—from good reasons,
doubtless—to pay in the sums stipu-
lated, it will likely be some time yet
until the long-looked -for instrument will
appear ‘on the ground. And again,
while such an instrument might be use:
ful to amuse occasional visitors, we are
of opinien that its practical yalue would
be less than that of many other objects
at present. Just now there is wanting
much necessary apparatus for our
Science department, and it has been
suggested to us by some deeply in-
terested, that it might be a good move
to appropriate a part of the above-named
fund for the purchasing of suitable in-
struments for this department, to be
placed in the new rooms now about to
be occupied, By so doing we think that
the fund might be laid out to the best
advantage, i

The appropriation of this fund, how-
ever, lies entirely with the class who
have the matter in charge ; we only ask
their consideration of the matter, Come

-on, gentlemen of '71, let us have your

opinion on the subject.”

Ope of theelass of '71 writes us as

follows in reférences to this matter :
THE TELESCOPE, 2

As a member of the class of '71, I
can scarcely refrain from saying one
word respecling the Telescope fund col-
lected under the auspices of that Class,
which I see referred to in the last num-
ber of the A¢adia Athenwum ; and as it
would be toolate to make the sugges-
tions | inteptl in the next number of
that excelle’t monthly, I will avail
myself, with _{lou‘r permission, of the
Messenger. e Gircumstance which in-
terfered chiefly with the completion of
the obligatiops assumed by the Class
was the unexpected resignation of Prof.
Elder. It we$ altogether owing to the
enthusiassm #f that distinguished in-
structor, th e Class was inspired to
undertake purchase of the Tele-
scope, and wien he severed his connec-
tion with th4 Institution, many mem-
bers of the s rightly or wrongly, de-
clined paying further instalments on
their subscrijtions.

As a mattef of fact, one or two of the
Class have pnid the entire amount of
their sub tions ; others have paid
part of the §mount, more or less ; and
some few hafe net paid anythisg. But
the fund wjich has already been ac-
cumulating $hould not bé permitted to
remain idle,Wwhen its services in various
forms are sofouch needed by the Insti-
tutions, aud | entirely concur in the ob-

servations in Editorial of the
Atheneum thpt this fund should be ex
pended for fhe benefit of the Science
department.] A Telescope was the ori-
ginal object ¥f the contributions, but if
the sum a is insufficient for that
m‘, it should go to some other
of dBeientifie Apparatus. ' Of

course this § only my own individual
When t| '"T1 was abeut to

MESSENGER.
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solved to hold a grand Class-reunion in
June, 1876. When that period arrived®
only two or three members were found
in attendance at the Anniversary, and it
was therefore impossible to hold a Class
meeting, It would have been the chief
business to dispose of this fund if such
a meeting could have been held. T can
see no better solution of the present
difficulty than for the leader of the
Class of 'T1——Rev. W. H, Warren, M. A.,
—to call a formal meeting of the sur-
viving members for the next Anniver-
sary of the College at Wolfville. Let all
attend who can and if any are unable to
attend, let them send written proxies
to those who they know will attend.
At this meeting the fund may be fairly
disposed of and the Institution get the
benefit of it. No harm can result from
Mr. Warren calling such a meeting, and
I do not see any other ready way of
dealing with the matter.
Yours, &c., o
: J. W. LoNgLEY.
Halifax, May 1st, 1879,

If all the contributors to this fund
agree to such change of appropriation
we suppose ne one could fairly object to
it. It is very doubtful, however, if it
would be well to go divert a fund raised
for this special object, unless a very
strong case were made out in its favor.
Deubtless something very handsome in
the way of a Telescope could be ob-
tained for the sum of $500, or such an
enlargement of that amount as could
be made in the course of, say, six
months or so. The danger is thkat if
this fund were disposed of for anether
object it would be a very lomg time
before anather effort would be so suc-
cessfully put forth for such purpose,
and this has long been a decided
desideratum in connexion with the In-
stitution.

|
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- CONCERNING RELIGIOUS
NEWSPAPERS.

The Church Guardian just startec
in Halifax, talks to its readers after the
following fashion :

“No body of Christians can expect a
warm and generous sympathy to exist
among its members, without possessing
an Organ, by means of which each con-
gregation and individual can have the

work and needs of the whole placed
before them. .

Dissenters in these Provinces, as else-
where, understand this very well, and
leave no stone unturned to induce their
members to subscribe for the Weekly
Religious Paper, .

Indeed, it is made an important fea-
ture in the work of each minister to se-
cure names for the paper; and also regu-
larly to supply such information, as shall
make the whole body aequainted with
the needs of each Mission.,

One cannot enter a dissenter’s house,
either in city or .country, without find-
ing the sectarian paper subscribed for
by some member of the family. . .

Come, brethren, Clerical and Lay, if
you wish us well, bestir yourselves, and
help us in deed and by active canvass,
Show us how far you care to see the

work a success.”

Whilst we do not recognize ourselves
as “ Dissgniers ” or admit the right of
the Episcopalian denomination, where it
is not the Kstablished churehi, to des-
iguate other bodies by that name, we
presume our young contemporary refers
to the bLodiss represented by religious
weekly newspapers,

We have no objection to the word
“ sectarian,” when used in the sense of
Acts xvii. 6, In that respect we re-
gard the Baptist Churches as the true
apostolic suceession. T et

The members and ministers of the
Chaurch of England are Dissenters in
Scotland and some other parts of the
British Dominions,

Qur young neigbour we think a lit-
tle over-rates the number of subscrib-
ers te the religious weeklies amongst
the families of the different bodies,
Whilst we may have the wmore intelli-
gent families ou eur list of subscribers
there is quite a number besides who
might be benefitted by the weekly visits
of their own paper,

Our brethren # Clerical and Lay”
will please notice the request made,
and try to make the statement nearer
and vearer the truth by seeking to
introduce the Messenger to every family
of our churches and comgregations
throughout the land.

Cruelty to animals is now considered

a vice 80 imjurious to the best interests
of the community that the law very
properly gives large powers to a Society
formed for its prevention, [t is an
excellent “If: of the times that men are
not now allowed to do as they choose
with their owp animals any more. than
with their own children. Any wanton
cruelty or injury inflicted on & dumb
ute, even in a burst of passion, is
o severe and a

i 8 I8 4.0
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active Secretary. Our city has pro-
vided at least one drinking trough for
horses by the Ferry wharf, but we
have been pained to see horses brotight
there and have to go away as they
came, finding it by some means
inoperative and the trough dry! The
hardworking animals, and many men
who would otherwise quench their
thirst at its crystal stream, are disap-
pointed, and have te quench it some-
where clse.

In the interests of sobriety for men,
and on behalf of the thirsty brute, we
ask that this matter be attended to
forthwith. It is within sight of the
police station and wmight be easily
watched by a kind-hearted police con-
stable. There is water in abundance,
but not where-it may be obtained to
drink. ,

&

Our Canadian brethren are experi-
encing considerable difficulty in carry-
ing on their educationa! and missionary
operations. Their Home Missionary
Seciety has “incurred debts amounting
to $4000 beyond the funds they have to

:meet them. _Their Foreign Mission is

greatly in need of funds having an
empty treasury, and the Canadian
Literary Institute has a deficiency of
$6000. This state of things will pro-
bably embarrass our brethren greatly
in the present times of financial pres-
sure. Great prudence will be required
in the management of our own mission
and College operations in these Lower
Provinces, or there will be similar dif-
ficulties to interfers with the work of
the churches.

. -_-- e

Dear Editor,~What should a church
do when one of their members, contrary
to the articles of the church, repeatedly
invites and insists upon unbaptlzed
persons ‘coming te the Lord’s Supper,
and they do partake; and the pastor

ersists in administering open commun-

ion, to the great annoyance of the
church ?

A Barrmisr.

We kmow nothing of the case to
which the above refers, or whether it
does really refer to an actual case. It
would seem, however, one of but little
difficulty. We can hardly imagine a
pastor ‘persisting in annoying the
church,’ as such a ceurse must result,
sooner or later, in disaster to himself
and all concerned. If remonstrance
tails the rules by which te proceed are
plainly given. See Matt. xviii, /15~
17; 1 Thes. v. 14; Rom. xvi. 17:
2 Thes, iii. 6. Be sure that the first
step is taken first, See Matt, xviii, 185.

—————— eI QR G . were————

RerurNiNg MissioNARY. — Mrs,
Armstrong, (fermerly Miss M. M. Nor-
ris) is supposed to be on her way to
this country from India, A very brief
note to the Secretary of the N. S.
Central Board says :

It seems as if 1 have utterly broken
down at last. I have struggled so hard
to keep at my work, but as soon as the
hot weather began to grow on us I went
down all at once.

I'am trying to get a chance home with
Mrs, Clough and children, who sail somé
time in April. If I can only keep any
strength to get home alone, | am anxious
to do so, for Mr. Armstrong is of course
needed here, but he will be obliged to
come part of the way at least. As soon as
I get a little strength he will return, per-

haps from Madras. | am wenderfully
weak mow, )

It is quite likely Mrs. A, will arrive
in the course of two or three weeks.
She was our pioneer missionary, and
has done geod service. We hope her
health is ot so impaired as to need

mere than temporary change, and rest
for a while in her nativé land.

.-,

Barrmism.—Open letters to Rev, D.
D.C. and A. W. N, on Baptism and
Communion by Rev. J, Brown, 10 cents
per copy or 15 for a dellar, postage
paid. Te be bad of many of the Bap-
tist Ministers in N. S., N, B, and
P.E, 1., also at the Messenger office,
Halifax, Visitor office, St. J o{m. N. B,
and of the author, Paradise, Annapelis
Co., N.'S. '

A pril 30, 4ins,

o fobices,

The Hants County Auxiliary Mission-
ary Board will meet in the Falmouth
Baptist Church on Monday, the 12th
inst, at 11 A, M. Speoiar Meerine |

J. A, McLgan, Sec'y.
Poplar Grove, 1879, -

EREOBIVED FROM WOMEN'S MISSION AID
SOCIETIES,
FM“‘b—'xh M. YOUI'.’....-..".“ ”
lifaz—Granville Street Church,
& uh m»mo..".........uw w
M. R, Ssromy, Sec'y,
 Halifas, May 6th, 1879, @
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