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For the Christian Messenger.

‘« He Marvelled because of their
Unbelief.,” Mark.

The Teacher passed through Gallilee,

* A weary way-worn Man was He:

And crowds pressed round with eager
ear,

His words of life and light to hear.

The people heard the joyful sound,

And spread the tidings all around.

With weary footsteps, on He came

To the fair fields of Bethlehem, :

His childhood’s earliest haunts, and
there

He stands within the house of prayer ;

With yearning heart, and hands out-
spread, :

He calls for biessings on their head.

His words distilled like falling due,

He taught, as H® was wont to do—
Not like the Scribe and Pharisee,

But one with high authority ;

Yet on that lovely sabbath morn

They tur?ed awoy with scoff and scorn.

v

With sneers and frowns, they turned
aside,

And would not hearken in their pride ;

While He went on His lonely way,

“ Lo! Mary’s Son.” they taunting say ;

Borne down with sorrow and with grief,

He marvelled at their unbelief. d

Halifax, Dec. 28, 1878,
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MISSION

Y NEWS.
Burmah.

LETTER FROM MR, GEORGE.
ZEEGONG, Oct. 23, 1878.

ExcourAGING TokENsS.—You will
be pleased to hear that four men were
baptized yesterday ; two of them were
from the school, and two were men of
maturity, one of them over fifty. There
i8 much to encourage us, notwithstand-
ing our sicknesses and bereavement.
The people seem almost ready to turn
to Christ in large numbers; the only
reason why more do not come is because
I have been prevented from doing more
tor them. KEvery day's work tells. 1
hear, every few days, of new cases of
interest ; and if a good, strong man
were here, with a suitable force of
preachers, we might see something
similar to what is going forward in Tel-
oogoo-land. '

Perhaps it would not be best for the
interest of the future church in this dis-
trict, if I could have things as I wish.
External help might produce a weak
and dependent church ; and the slower
yet more scriptural methed of growth
from within may be what God has in
store for Zeegong. At present there
are indications of the members awaking
to a sense of their privileges and re-
sponsibilities. 'When that day has
fully come, your missionaries can pass
on to the regions beyond.  We have a
few who love God's Word, and appre-
ciate preachinp; such are growing fine-
ly, and will soon be fit to take the prom-
inent*positions in the work.

FROM MRS. FASCALL.

MauLmain, Oect, 17, 1878.

Several of the day-scholars have
seemed somewhat interested in the
Christian religion, but none have as yet
come out boldly and been baptized.
The boarding department is in an en-
couraging condition. Five of the boys
have been baptized during the quarter ;
and others have wished to gd forward
in the ordinance, whom we have thought
best to advise to wait. Altogether
eighteen candidates+have been baptized

at the Burman chapel during the quar-
ter.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM MR.
CLOUGH.
OncoLr, Oct. 24, 1878.

You will see, then, that the need of
two men (Ais fall—as soon as steam

| late, and all of us are full of hope.

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, January 8, 1879.

can bring them—for Ongole is impera-
#e. Do let them come. It is impos-
gible {6 run the Ongole mission without
them. Please remember this. I ex-
pect to start out on an evangelistic tour
in about fifteen days. I trust that you
will, when I return, hear further good
news {romn Ongole. If life and health
are spared I think we shall baptize two
thousand or more before Jan. 1, 1879,

Crops bid fair to be' full average.
Suzza (amearly millet) has been reaped ;
prices of grain have fallen one-fourth
or more. We have had heavy rains of

[ Mr. Boggs has we doubt not arrived
there before this.—En. C. M.]

Hearnex Hospitars.—The ¢ Ban-
ner "’ reports Rev. S. H. Kellogg, D.
D., -as saying, “ In heathen lands I
bave seen hospitals for diseased monkeys,
I have seen hospitals for aged and de-
crepit cows, but very little attention is
bestowed on suffering humanity.”

Tae BIBLE CHEAPER THAN Bay-
ONETS.—We are told that it costs the
United States Government $2,000,000
a year to support the army that takes
care of the 10,000 Apaches; and for its
military operations against the different
tribes, an average of $12,000,000 a
year for forty years past, a total of
$480,000,000. Is this process to be
continued 7. Are there no elements of
character in the civilized portion of this
race,which will enable them to civilize
their wild brethren? If the Christian-
ity the 70,000 have learned has in it
the genuine elements of the gospel,
wouid not a very small fraction of these
$12,000,000 a year enlist able and edu-
cated Christian Indians, in sufficient
numbers, as teacher, to speedily civi-
lize and Christianize every Indian in
the toantry ? -

BisLe TransLaTiONs.—Since the
beginning of modern missions, the
Bible has been translated into 212 lang-
uages, spoken by 850,000,000 human

beings, and distributed at the rate of,

nearly twelve everyminute. Allthishas
been done by missionaries. Thirty-nine
of the languages referred to never had
a written form until the missionaries
created it.

Siam.—Says “ The Advocate of the
Missions,” *“ The recent coutribation of
a thousand dollars, by the King of Siam,
to establish a female school in Bang-
kok, really marks an era in the history
of missions. KEvery thing, indeed, in-
dicates the ripeness of the heathen
world for change. Yet this change
must come gradually, must come slow-
ly. We must not grow impatient, or
precipitate mosasures. The steady,
faithful preaching of the gospel by the
missionaries is bearing fruit. Let the
church pray for a revival of the mis-
sionary spirit."— Missionary Mayg.

-

An interesting Testimony.

There was recently some good work
being done by Baptist volunteers
amongst the troops engaged in the
Kaffir war, and by the present mail a
South African correspondent sends the
following further interesting and unpre-
Judiced testimony contained in an ex-
tract from a newspaper published in
the colony :—** Sunday in camp was

1 and Sankey’s ¢ Sweet
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affair, being considerably augmented
by the Fort White troop, two compan-
ies of the Police, and the brave Queens-
town and the Tarkastad volunteers.
The camp was prettily Situated on the
green sward flat where stands the mud
tort, hid among a clump of well-devel-
oped gum trees, planted by the late
Commandant Bowker, during the last
war, and surrounded by almost innum-
erable ancient hills, kopjes, and table
lands. On the slope of one of these
hills. and overlooking the camp beneath,
the Grahamstown Attillery, the Cape-
town Contingent, and. the Port Eliza-
beth Rifles were encgmped. In spite
of scanty aud coa;& rations, many
were the bappy hour§ spent round the
camp fires: at Port Bowker. The
Grab#mstown company, it will be re-
membered. was accompanied by a
‘member of the clerical profession—call
him parson, minister, or preacher as
you will ; soldier you may not designate
him since his not unfrequent, unfortu-
nate equestrian exhibitions deny to
him the right to such a title. He was
a jolly good fellow though for all that ;
and never shall I forget the - striking
scene presented on the evening of the
Sunday already referred to, when the
Rev. Mr. Cross held service in the
camp. It had been a hot, unpleasant
day, but the heat as is often the%ease in
South Africa, had given way to a chilly
cold night ; and the heavens gathered
blackness ; the darkness of the sk
greatly enhancing the lurid glare of the
mp fires and the blazing thuts, which
;&nls had set fire to in all directions.
An open air service for religionamongst
volunteers on the Bashee is, I appre-
hend, one of the prettiest and most in-
structive pictures that pen can depict
of the many interesting scenes during
the late war. The service of which I
would now speak mnﬁ& one of the
tales told of pioneer Methodism in
America, and our gathering on this oc-
casion much resembled a pioneer Metho-
dist camp meetingdivestedofits turbulent
crowd and the religious aquafortis of"
the exhorters. There needed no bell
to summon the worshippers, who as-
sembled in their varied and well-worn
uniform. After the reading of the
Scriptures and the singing of Moedy
y-and-by,” led
by ‘the lusty-voiced sons of Salem,
amongst whom, in the discoursing of
which shone conspicuously Senator
Gush, the preacher delivered his tale
to an attentive audience. At first,
with a trembling voice, the Christian
life was portrayed ; but, as by degrees
the sympathy of the audience was
reached,j the preacher warmed to his
subject until his simple earnestness be-
came absolutely electrical ; and as the
nervousness of the pale young student
developed into confidence, the reserve
of ritualism gave way before the hon-
est conviction that piety is of more con.
sequence than prepriety. The service
was soon over, but the effect produced,
not only by the sermon, but by exam-
ple of that young and earnest preacher,
who left his home and, through the
cqmpaign, proved himself a valiant
red-cross knight, will never be lost up-
on some of those who were present on
this occasion ; and it must be chroni- |
cled as one of the facts of the war of |

1877-78, that the only minister of reli-
gion who followed the troops in the |
Gealeka campaign was! a member of |

invariably a lazy day. Especially so |
was this the case as the first experiences |
of the present war with Kaffirs passed |
away. At the commencement of hos- |
tilities, believing in the tradition that !
our sable foes would never attack an |
enemy excepting at day break, sun set, |
or Sunday afternoon, we were at first
always on the gui vive on the Sabbath-
day. Seeing the altered tactics of the |
Kaffirs, however, this day became at |
length a season of laziness.and rest; and
Sunday, the 14th of November last, as
we lay at Fort Bowker, within three
miles of the Bashee, was no exception
to this. At the time of which 1 write
there was a large force of some fifteen
hundred volunteers and about two tho

sand at Fort Bowker. Grg’
was there with ‘ Our Boys, whose en-

campment looked quite a formidable

the Baptist Missionary Bociety-—a dis-
ciple of the far-famed Spurgeon.

The Bible in advance of Science.

It is the boast of modern scepticism |
that the discoveries of seience, and the |

tion of “ Science”: for it is by no means
scanty in its'references to facts—facts
in nature, facts in philosophy, facts in
the history of nations, facts in the man-
ners and customs of men. What a
dangerous field was this had not every-
thing been perfectly honest and secure !
What blundering has been discovered
in the very best ancient histories; what
ignorance have even the greatest an-
cient philosophers betrayed! But who
has convicted of error any of the God-
taught men who wrote the Bible ?

The Book of Genesis was written
ages before the science of Geology
was thought of, and not many years
since it was-loudly proclaimed that the
validity of its accounts of the Creation
was utterly destroyed by * the testi-
mony of therocks.” It was soon found,
however, that the boast was premature.
The discoveries of the geologists have
only served to shed new light upon the
Mosaic narrative, and as now interpre-
ted the truth of that narrative is attest-
ed by all the formations of earth, and
‘‘graven in the rocks for ever.”

What immense advances have been
made within a very few years in Natur-
al History. “In my young days,” a
venerable friend once remarked to us,
“ Buffon’s Natural History was con-
sidered quite a standard work ; but,
alas! how greviously- my old ‘mentor
has been exposed within these last few
years.” Now there is'a great deal of
Natural History in the'Bible—very par-
ticular references to the habits of ani-
mals. Have modern discoveries in this
department of knowledge detected any
blundering among the sacred writers ?
No ; but every new discovery is giving
stronger confirmation to the Secripture
statements.  Difficulties have been
removed from the path of the student
by new advances made in natura! his-
tory ; and just as this and every other
science advances, the evidences for the
truth of revelation will shine with
greater brilliancy.

Few sciences exhibit greater eviden-
ces of the ever widening range of hu-
man discovery than Astronomy. The
school-boy of to-day could prove to the
great Ptolemy that he was wrong ; and
that while he imagined he was writing
philosophy he was only writing non-
sense. But the most accomplished
savant could not convict the Bible of
error, however willing he might be to
do it. The allusions to * the starry
heavens” in the books of Job and the
P:alms,—books written long before
anything was known of the Copernican
system of Astronomy,reveal not a single
flaw upon the closest scrutiny. Not
ouly is there nothing in the Bible in-
consistent with thediscoveries of modern
astronomy, but the Bible takes for
granted the whole *of them. Does
modern astronomy say that there are
other worlds besides our own, and that
there are, therefore, in all probability,

R.
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may imagine in the vanity of bLis heart,
that he has attained a height from
which he can look down with contempt
on ‘Revelation; but the truly philoso-
phic mind will find in the sublimest
walks of science abundant reason to
admire the unsearchable treasures of
wisdom and knowledge contained in
the Book of God.— Christian Helper .

——_te-

Helpful Hearers.

BY G. W* BROWN.

It has never occurred to multitudes of
church-going people that there is such
a thing as belping their minister preach.
They overlook the fact that in public
worship there is a co-partnership be-
tween the preacher and his people, and
expect the “ party of the first part” to

him sit those who are little more than
Spectators, into whose passive minds
he is to pour the truth. If, by the
sheer force of his utterances, he can
compel their attention ; or by his unc-
tion warm their hearts ; well and good*
It not, it is very easy to call it a dull
sermon, and throw all the blame where
perhaps a pary of it' belongs—on the
preacher.

The excellence of a sermon does not
depend solely on its preparation ; its
delivery has much to do with its effec-
tiveness, and that delivery  depends
largely on the hearing it receives. This
is specially true if the sermon be un-
written: * Eloquence ” says one * in
its highest forms and effeets, 15 a jdint
product of two factors ; of an eloquent
speaker and an eloquent hearer.” The
minister needs inspiration from the
people as truly as they need help from
him. Many, however, instead of help-
ing, act perpetually as brakes upon his
PUOgYEss 3 he sturts, tries to draw the
heavy load, weorks hard, and as his hour
of service wears away has the painful
consciousness that he is not accomplish-
ing what he might.  Zake off the brakes.
De not ‘curl up in your pew, casting
once in a while a cold uninterested
glance at your preacher ; while most
of the time your eyes are on the floor.
I admit there are some men in the
pulpit who cannot preach, but give each
one a congregation of helpful hearers
before you decide finally in Lis case.

We pass'by church sleepers ; they
may be good men and excellent Chris-
tians, certainly they are not kelpful
hearers, for all the inspiration they give
a preacher they might as well be so
many posts; yet let them come, they
may get some good between their naps.
But many whose eyes are open are far
from receiviog the word with gladness.

In her * recollections of Mary Lyon”
Miss Fisk testifies that * she often said
to us, ‘ Young ladies, when I speak to
you I depend much more upon the in-
spiration of your countenances than on

other rational beings besides ourselves ?
So without any conjecture, says the

Bible: “ The heavens and the earth |

were finished ard all the host of them.”

It speaks of ** angels and principalities |
p g p p

and powers”—the sons of God of differ-
ent orders, peopling different portions
of the dominiouns of the great Lord of
all.
that suns and worlds have been con-
sumed by fire, and that such a fate may

| very possibly overtake our solar sys- |

tem ? The Bible anticipates this discov-
ery, and declares that the thing which
science deems possible shall surely
come to pass. * The day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night ; in the
which the beavens shall pass away with
a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also,

Does modern astronomy tell us |

my preparation.”” So many a minis-
| ter has been roused and thrilled by
| looking out upon the earnest upturned
| faces of an audience as by a shock
| from a battery. LIelpful hearers are
 the predcher’s allies for whom he looks
from OSabbath to Sabbath — whose
glances or recognition are inspirations
—whose earnest faces reflect the ser-
| mon—who, more than they will ever
. know, help him in declaring the truth.
How the faces of such come up before
(me as I write! The }venerable Dr.
' Tyng is quoted as having said - after
| preaching in a cersain church [t takes
| B0 brains to preach to such an audience
| a8 that.
| spiration and you cannot help but talk.”
' He is a happy minister who surrounded
' by a body-guard of helpful hearers deals

progress of philosophi¢ inquiry will | and the works that are therein shall | not in

speedily-render belief in the Bible as a |
divine revelation an uttér impossibility |
to all thinking people. Well, have the
friends of Bible really anything to fear ?
Not if actual experience is of greater
value than mere assumption in .deter-
mining probabilities. Scepticism has
long attempted the destruetion of Chris-
tian faith, but it still lives—and flour.
ishes ; and in the buttressed wall of
the truth in which it trusts there is not
et the slightest breach.
" The Bible seeme to iavite the atica-

*not fear the advance of science.

be burned up.”

The friends of the Bible, then, need |
The |
progress of human knowledge may |
leave us far behind. When our heads |
are grey with age our children may, ‘
in many things, become our teachers.
The books we used at school may all
become amtiquated. But the Boox
shall remain asfresh and young as ever.
A new Bible will ne;ler be rendered
necesSary by the results of scientific
research. The modern materialist

“ The éol«l traflic of unfelt truth.”

- - ———

A GooD CREATURE.—Rev. Canon
Farrar in a recent able speech said :
* There is one thing which I do bope
total abstainers will do, and that is,
listen with a somewhat disdainful
smile when they next hear gquoted
against them the argument infavor of
alcohol, ‘that every creature of God is
good.' I know that alcohol is poison,
and I do not see in what respect alcohol

“ conduct the services,” while before

The very look of it is an in- »
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