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wishan  Mlessenner. 
A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

Poetry. 
For the Christian Messenger. 

We need the Saviour. 

BY REV. JOHN CLARK. 

rune, Art thou weary ? 

Yes, we need the Saviour sorely 

3 - ay: per i osha Saunt hold him our nin, 

wes 1) through ite. 

Crushed by grief, or inly rning 

O'er fo am painful loss 
Peace we find, and calm assurance, 

i ear His cross. 

By ihered ills surrounded, 
“39 ee ag pt mr i BR 
All n time.o r 

y aro Ts in Chiat. 
All ourthoughts with His commandments 

Blend in sweet. accord, 

While with holy joy we hail him 
King and Lord. 

O’er the dead,-and o'er the guilty, 

He on earth has wept ; 
In the rock-hewn tomb of Joseph 

Jesus slept. 

Life is hallowed, tears are sacred, 

Death itself is gain ; 
Rugged paths of toil and duty 

Now are plain. 

He is more to us than pleasure, 

More than vital breath ; : 
He will guide us throu h the desert, 

And through death. 

Religions. 
Baptism a Combination of Symbols. 

a 

\ 

BY J. M. PENDLETON, D. D. 

It is common to say that baptism is 

a symbol, a ‘beautiful symbol, but for 

my present purpose I call it a combina- 

tion of symbols. It does not possess 
: A : 

A TT a 
symbolism of baptism is irreconcilable 

with the ritualistic view. It symbel- 
izes accomplished facts, and therefore 
cannot itself accomplish the facts which 
it sets forth. If it could do the latter 
its symbolic character would at once be 

. This, however, may be 
Aiought metaphysical. : 
Baptism symbolizes the burial and 

resurrection of Christ in connection 
with the believer's death to sin and 

resurrection to newness of life. 
Hence we read as follows, in Rom. 

vi. 4, 5. “Therefore we were buried 
[past tense in the Gevok) with him by 
baptism into death : that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of his resurrection.” 
As Christ died for sin, the believer 

dies to sin ; and as Christ, baving died, 
was buried, so the believer, having died 
to sin, is symbolically Buried with 
Christ in the baptismal waters. As 
Jesus rose from the grave, the believer, 
having been buried emerges from the 
waters cof baptism. There is a mani- 
festedfellowship with Christ in his resur- 
rection ; and if in his resurrection, in 
his burial ; and if in his burial, in his 
death ; for burial is the likeness of 
death. We are said, too, to be * bap- 
tized into his death.” Baptism is also 
a symbol ot reggneration. In the words, 
“the washing of regeneration,” the ab- 
stract is probably used for the concrete, 
the meaning being the washing of the 
regenerate. The much controverted 
phrase “ born of water ” seems to me to 
refer to baptism. Burial in baptism 
has respect to immersion, while * born 
of water,” literally out of water, has 
respect to emersion out of the watery 
envelopment which constitutes the 
symbolic burial. If baptism is a symbol 
of regeneration, for the reason already 
indicated, regeneration must precede it, 
~~ nothing would be symbol- 

¢ffects regeneration, or is regeneration, 
then it cannot be a symbol ; for nosym- 
bol can uce that which it symbol 
ry no symbol can iywbolios it 

Baptism is a symbol of remission of 

If, a8 some suppose, baptism 

moral purification. Sins are actually, 

really remitted when faith em- 

braces Christ, as many Scriptures 
teach ; but there is a symbolic, formal, 

declarative remission in baptism. If 

sins are remissions when we believe in 

Christ, and if they are remitted when 

we are baptized, it is certaid that the 

two remissions are riot the same. The 

one is real, the other is symbolic. In 
the language addressed to Saul of Tar- 

aus, “ Arise, and be baptized, and wash 

away ‘thy 8ins,” there is not a contem- 
oe of sins so much in the light of 
¢érimies neéding remission, as in the as- 

peet of pollutions needing to’ bg washed 
away. ‘There is an actual washing 
away of sins in the blood of Christ 
when faith unites the soul to him ; but 

there is a eymbolic washing away of 

ging in the baptismal waters. When 

our bodies are said to be washed * with 

pure water,” baptism is refered to as 
the symbol of moral purification. The 
symbol has to do with the body, the 
outer man, because the soul, the inner 
man, has been washed in the blood of 
Jesus, Now what act is adequately 

symbolicofthefactsto which Ihave refer- 
ed? There is butone act—the act of itm- 

mersion in water, followed of course by 
emersion out of the water, God alone 
could have appointed a symbol so ex- 
pressive, so solemn, so beautiful, so 

sublime—a symbol that becomes a com- 
bination of symbols. 

~ 
Lo 

The Prayer-Meeting. 

BY REY. W. P. BREED, D, D. 

What more insignificant, in the eyes 
of worldly statesman, bankers, pleasure- 

hunters, Parliaments, and Congresses, 
than a little band of Christians met in 

some church lecture-room of a week- 
" | dy Soyening to pray! A cluster of 

dozen flies on some warm 
on the walls of St. Pauis Cathedral 
were about as weighty in this world's 
affairs | ) 

But in the eyes of angels what 
men see as vast magnitudes are scarce- 
ly visible minutiz, and matters searcely 
visible to the high mightinesses of earth 
are, in the view of the angels, im- 
pressive magnitudes. What Aave we 
in this little prayer-meeting? You 
have stood in the tower of London, and 
gazed through the glass enclosure at 
the crown of jewels that glitter there. 
But God, looking through the starlit 
dome that crowns the world upon the 
God-souls that sing and pray where 
two or three are met together in Christ's 
name, sees the crown-jewels of the 
King of kings, *‘ They shall be mine 
in that day when I make up my 
jewels.” 
And why are they there 7 They are 

there to get and todo. They are there 
to get new life, new strength, new 

hopes. The uncut diamond can hardly 
be distinguished from a quartz pebble, 
But under the hands of the Aapidary 
that pebble parts with its roughness 
and begins to gleam! By and by it is 
no longer a rough pebble, but a true 
Koh-i-noor,a mountain of light. Those 
worshippers are there to be polished. 
The Holy Spirit is a great lapidary. 
He polishes human hearts to brightness, 
and thus fits them for their place in the 
diadem of God. They who neglect 
the prayer-meeting are foolish vir- 
gins who neglect precious opportunities 
and ' thus fits them for places in the 
diadem of God. They who neglect 
the prayer-meeting are foolish virgins 

who neglect precious opportunities of 

replenishing their oil-vessels. 
Butthe singersand suppliants in that 

prayer-meeting are there to do as well 

as to get. But what can they do? In 

Jerusalem there is- a prison. 
prison is a map bound with chains, 

and sixteen men mounting guard over 

him. That prisoner is in the clutches 
of Herod. To-morrow morning Herod 

will bring him out of the prison and 
cut off his head. 

Yonder, in the house of Maury, the 

mother of- Mark, is a little cluster of 

God-souls on their knees in prayer. 
What can they do? Gq tell Herod 

“ sins, the washing awdy of sins, and | ingto Ged against him, and he 

In that | 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, August 13, 1879. 

laugh yon to scorn. But the next 
morning hisexecutionerecomes back from 
the prison to say that there is no pris- 
oner there !| The doors were shut, but 
the prisoner was gonel In a fit of 
rage and chagrin he kills the keepers, 
and hurries off to Cesarma! For in 
the night Peter, released by an 
angel in answer to prayer, presented 

himself at the door of the place where 
those Christians were praying, sate and 
sound ! t Ok 

emmy a <p eg I  — 

Distribution of Bibles at the 
Crystal Palace, London. 

The School Board feté &t the Crys- 
tal Palace was one of the most aaisthc. 
tory of all the festive scenes which have 

been witnessed in that holiday resort. 
Happily, the weather was tolerably fine, 
and during the morning many trains, 
crowded chiefly with children, left the 
various metropolitan stations and be- 

| came more heavily laden as they passed 
The juvenile Toliday- on their way. 

makers were becoming ‘hilarious on | 
their short journey, and on their arrival 
at their destination—6,000 strong— 
their romping proclivities helped to aug- 
ment the liveliness of the scene. A 
very large proportion of the children 
were under twelve years of age, and 
the appearance of many of them too 
plainly showed that they lived and 
learned in the close atmosphere of Lon- 
don. They were very orderly, however, 
and their keen appreciation of the out- 
ing, and a knowledge of the fact that 
the féte was organised for the distribu- 
tion of 4,000 Biblical prizes, must have 
greatly contributed to the enjoyment 
of the adult visitors. This annual cele- 
bration, originated ‘with Mr. Peek, of 

the London School Board, who present- 
ed the Religious Tract Sogety with a 
capital fund of £5,000 @ purpose, 
on condition that the co should 
provide a similar amount. The annual 
cost is thus about £500. The prizes 
consisted of nine concordances, three 
Bible atlases, three Gospels in raised 
characters, and about 4,000 Bibles, 
the pocket paragraph edition. 
At two o'clock the children made 

their way to the centre transept, and 
the seats on the vast area of the ground 
floor and the galleries began to fill 
rapidly. An hour later the more dis- 
tingtished of the visitors began to 
arrive, including the Earl and Countess 
Granville, the Duke of Bedford, Mr. 
Robert Browning, and others. Then 
besides Mr, Peek, the principal giver of 
the prizes, the Tract Society was rep- 
resented by Dr. Manning, and the 
School Board by Mr. Rogers. After 
the 6,000 voices had sung two or three 
sacred pieces, thirty-three chief prizes 
were handed to the winners by Karl 
Granville—a blind girl and two blind 
boys being of the number. 
The chairman intimated that lang- 

uage was given for the expression of 
thought ; and he had been thinking how 
best to meet the difficulty of the day. 
Not being in possession of a Greek 
mask, such as actors had used for the 
conveyance of the voice, he had thought 
of aspeaking-trumpet; but he had learned 
from a competent sailor thatsuch a con- 
trivance would be useless, and that it 
was becoming obsolete even in the fleet. 
Passing to the subject in hand, his lord- 
ship then pointed to the moral of the 
ceremony of the day. The School 
Board of London was the first in 17 

field wo set the example of giving un- 
sectarian religious teaching——a feat 

which numbers had supposed to be im- 
possible. He himself bad seen the 
difficulty of keeping to the middle 
course which had been adopted. The 
earl then pointed to what had been 
done ; and the progress they were mak- 
ing was seen in the fact that four years 
ago 88,000 pupils were examined in 
Seripture knowledge, and this year the 
pumber had increase to 112,000, He 
then heartily congratulated the children. 
The reward they received that day was 
a book which, apart from its sacred 
character, contained many of the noblest 
lessons in history, poetry and morality. 
The authorised version, moreover, was 
one of the best aids we could have in 
wastering our mother wugue. 

“chairman of “the “school mamgement 

children stay away on account of the at- 

FERRE. SE ap SEO —— 

In a speech neatly appropriate, Dr. 
Manning thanked the earl for coming, 
and felt sure that he had come with sat- 
isfaction. The present state of national 
education was largely due to his lord- 
ship's efforts. Some time age, at the 
close of a struggle between two parties 
in the State, Mr. Peek bad offered 
£5,000 to the committee of the Religi- 
ous Tract Society on condition that ten 
per cent. was added to the annual pro- 
ceeds ; and the work thus inaugurated 
bad grown until 115,000 children had 

an examination. Dr. Manning 
then presented the earl with a Bible, 
which was suitably acknowledge, and 
the proceedings terminated shortly be- 
fore five o'clock. 

Such was the ceremony ; it may now 
prove acceptable if we say something 
about the work which did not transpire 
before the general public at the meet- 
ing. For the facts we are indebted to 
Mr. R. McWilliam, who has prepared 
a carefully drawn up report to the 

Though the examination for 1879 
was arranged to come off a month ear- 
lier than usual, no less than 112979 
séholars attended, showing an increase 
of 10,263 on the numbers of last year. 
“This 112,079 represents as nearly 
as can be an ordinary day's at- 
tendance,” says Mr. McWilliam ; “and 
it is gratifying to find that few, if any, 

tendance being purely voluntary, 
think we may fairly also take it as a 
proof that the parents of the children 
have confidence in the teachers, and 
value the simple Bible lessons which 
are given to their little ones. The 
number of children who are withheld 
from religious instruction under the 
Conscience Clause is utterly insignifi- 
cant, and we may hope that even those 
parents who care but little for religion, 
still feel that this world is God's world, 
that it is ruled by His laws, and that in 
the Bible we have the truest and purest 
image of Him. If this be so our teach- 
ers may toil on with hope,” Pupil 
teachers being hard ed falling o in| 
the mwmmnbers presenting themselves 
for examination is noticed with regret. 
“ They are the teachers of the future, 
and if they grow up without an intelli- 
gent knowledge of and love for the 
Bible, it will be a sad thing for the 
schools.” 

In the course of a careful inquiry on 
this subject of the progress of Scripture 
knowledge among the children of Lon- 
don many curious facts are brought to 
light. Some districts seem to be more 
in the sunshine than others, Some 
schools with plenty of competent schol- 
ars sent none forward for examination, 
and many schools, 154 out of 485, failed 
to carry off a single prize. 
On the whole we have abundant rea- 

son for believing that the study of the 
Bible has been very considerably stimu- 
lated by the combined munificence of 
the Religious Tract Society and Mr. 
Peek. Our Sovereign and statesmen 
have frequently spoken of what Eng- 
land owes to the Bible ; her greatness 
is based on that holy book. Remember- 
ing this we can say nothing better of 
Saturday's spectacles than that it was 
thoroughly English, and full of good 
augury for the future. In order to 
serve their own ends the High Church 
clergy sometimes representschool boards 
to be a godless or Bibleless system of 

“ ' ation, but this charge is, at all 

eves, oct tri Sof London.— London 

Baptist. "4 

For the Christian Messenger. 

What did he mean P 

Who? What do you mean?! Why 

what did * Observer” mean in the 

Wesleyan of August 1st? He tells how 
Rev. Mr. Deinstadt in his last sermon 
at Tryon, P. E. 1, told how the\first 
year he was there he baptized twenky- 
one icfants ; and how the second year, 
the year of the debate ou baptism be- 
tween Dr. Murray, Presbyterian, and 
Mr. McDonald, st; he i 
seventy-three, * He then says : ** This 

| on-the 

{- WHOLE SERIE. 
Vol. XLII, No. 33. 

We hand it round, mayit please “ Obser- 
ver.” If he will tell us what good thing 
Mr. Deinstadt did by baptizing the in- 
fants, we will hand that round too. 
We have never yet heard ; it would be 
very interesting to kmow. Will mot 
some one tell us ? 

But it is this we want to know the 
the meaning of. After reporting the 
great increase in infant baptisms, Ob- 
server says :—‘ It suggests that what 
our people need is light on the question 
of infant baptism.” Does he mean- 
that by the light which Dr. Murraythrew 
on the subject, the people were led to 
see their duty to their children and 
therefore brought them in greater 
numbers ? . Or that the fact that the 
number was so increased shows that 
the people need light on the question ? 

It the former, then the light kindled 
by Dr. Murray was clearly shown by 
Mr. McDonald to be darkness, into 
which the people were led. If the lat- 
ter be O's meaning,his remark has great 
force, for certainly they do need “ light 

question of infant ism.” If 
they will consult the Old Book they 
will find all the light they need. «i 

WHAT DID HE MEAN? * 

Who? What do you mean? Why 
what did the Editor of the Congrega- 
tionalist mean by not answering the 
following question by a layman ? :—*Ts 
it true that one-half of the churches of 
our order§at the present day do not 
hold to infant baptism ? vol 
Why did he not answer the question ? 

If it was true, why not say yes, right 
out ? and if not, why not say No? Does 
not the silence look like consent ? 

But perhaps the Editor of the Con- 
gregationalist overlooked it. Perhaps 
he did not happen to see it. But tell 
us how he happened to see the follow- 
ing question sent at the same time by 
the same person? * Do you know of 
any instances where the public dedica- 
tion of infants without the application 
of water, is substituted for baptism ?* 
Which question he thus answers in a 
tone which suggests he was kind o 
cross with his enquirer: “ We have 
heard of one, but do not remember 
where, and never want to hear of an- 
other.” Query.—~Why did he answer 
the second question and ignore the first? 
The Watchman remarks “ The an- 

swer to the first question seems to be 
“ expressive silence.” Yes indeed very 
very expressive. Our Pedobaptist 
neighbors over the border must be gett- 
ing “light on the question of infant 
baptism.” “ Let there belight. *¢ Let 
there be hight.” 

Jos N. W. Horn. 

For the Christian Messenger, 

Grumbling. 

The habit of grumbling is senseless, 
graceless, and excuseless ;—senseless 
because it accomplishes no good ; grace- 
less because it has not a solitary 
redeeming feature ; and excuseless be- 
cause it is only a habit,—a pernicious, 
uncalled-for, disagreeable habit, which 
might be corrected. 
The grumbler is unloved. His so- 

ciety is unsought, His opinions are 
unwished. His face is not sweet to 
look upon, nor his voice pleasant to the 
ear ; for as countenance and tone are 

marked by the mind, when censorious- 
ness is the temper, frowns on the face 

and a snarling quality of tone must fol- 
low. 
The grumbler by his habit weakens 

his power and diminishes his weight as 
a citizen.  Ifhe oppose himself to any 
measure or custom, his opposition 
counts for naught. Previously he has 
shown himself to be a chronic opposer. 
People suppose he is simply following 
his mind's bent, If he lit up his voice 
when danger is perceived, his words are 
esteemed idle tales. His influence is 
feathery light. It is thought, he is 
simply grumbling. 
The grumbler is a sore unto himself. 

The goads which he carries for others 
continually prick his own sensibilities. 
© is the reservoir of the acrid fluid 
ich he so freely throws upon persons 
things, and be is himself burned. The 

is » fact that ‘should be handed round.” 
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