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For ;he Christian Messenger.
The Last Flower.

hou sole survivor of the garden bowers,

ast of the summer’s gaily blooming
flowers ;

Badly thou bendest o'er thy late com-
peers, . : ’

And weepest their death in nature’s

dewy tears.

Through bright and golden hours they
bloomed with thee, ;
hy mingled charms, how beautiful to
see,
When rosy morn
embrace, :
nd Sol rejoiced to run his wonted race.

broke from the night’s

Femmed with the sparkling dews, the
flowers stood

In graceful groups, none then

solitude.

he lofty Dahlia, Pansy’s lowly form,

Sweet Lgignionettee, and Roses, rich and

Warm. X

knev‘;

Breathed they their odors on the liquid

alr
ach passing zephyr caught the fra-
grance rare ;
e incense sweet in golden censers
burned, . :
Their perfume greeted us where’'er we
turned.

But Pheebus marching with increasing
~

i e::’:r)i’t.h reached, his fierce meridian
blaze

Made flowers droop and leaves hang
listless down,

sinks a child-heart 'neath its parent's
frown.

et longest days must have at length a

close, .
The sun declining, brought the night's
repose, .
When gentle dews like sweet refreshing
showers
Restored the vigor of the drooping
flowers.

Some orened still, as though they feared
to lose

The restorative powers of the dews ;
‘While others, shrinking from the wet
embrace,

Soft, petalled fingers folded o'er each
face. '

Thus, month by month, thy beauties

charmed our eyes ;

Earth's stars, as stars are blossoms of

_ the skies ;

Night closed, and morn returned with
rosy flush,

Thy varied hues smiled back the Orient’s
blush.

But Autumn’s glit'ring sword, uﬁsparing
frost

At last -hath from the boreal regions
crossed,

And one by one, thy comrades stricken
down,

Unmindful of the waning Summer's
frown.

Wow, as the last one of a family band,

Who watched the loved ones pass the
lden strand,

And lingers with a sad and weary heart,

Waiting the call that bids it, too, depart,

So thou, the golden Summer's latest gift,
In mute a[[)‘peal thy fairy cup dost lift,
As if to ask me, ere it be too late,
Torescue thee from thy companions’ fate.

And not in vain : I gladly raise my hand

To pluck the remnant of the beauteous
band.

Earth may not be thy bier, nor for thy

all
Shalf winter snow-wreaths coldly on
thee fall.
N.

Eovvespondence,

For the Christian Messenger.

“Rock of Ages.”

To the Editor of the Ohristian Messenger:

Sir,~When I first read Mr. Rand’s
Latin version of “ Rock of Ages,” I had
not time to examine it carefully, and in
my notice of the production addressed
to the Messenger, ]| had my memory
only to rely on as a guide to my re-
marks. Since then I have seen the
verses again, and have discovered that
my criticism, if criticism it should be
called, might properly be extended a
little further.

One or two grammatical errors need
not be specified, as Mr. R, is acquainted
with English. They must have been
“lapsus penne,” as 1 before supposed
was the case with the transmutation of
the “Trimeter  into “Dimeter.”

" Im Mr. R's description of Mr, Glad-
stone’s version, he is further astray than
he was in that of his own, for in the
latter case it was only the difference

between and Trimeter, whereas
in the it was the wide difference
of the from the Tetrameter—
‘which last is the measure of Mr. G's
.production.

’

| & kind and steady hand.

But to return to Mr. R’s diagnosis of
his own verses. “They consist,”” he
says,  of three Trochees and a C@sura.”
His implied definition of the Csesura is
the syllable which remains after the
completion of the three feet. I am sure
that on second thoughts he will pro-
' nounce his definition incorrect.

The meaning of Ceesura is at once
determinad by the derivation of the
word, which is from the Supine Caesum,
signifying to cut or divide. As used in
Grammar, it is the division of a verse
into two parts of equal or unequal
lengths ; or it is the division of a word,
occasioned by the completion of a foot
or measure,ooourring among its syllables.

The friendly surgeon does not spare
the knife. But it is-his aim and wish to
have the instrument so sharp that it
will not wound, and then to use it with
I will endeay-
our to imitate the surgeon as I proceed
a little further with my review,

Mr. R. says of his verse that it is
“ Trochaie,” and that ‘each line con-
sists of three Trochees.” 1 omit the
additional syllable, as it will have no
bearing upon the remarks I design to
make. As there are six verses in each
of the stanzas, if each verse answered to
Mr. R's description, we should have the
product of six by three, as the number
of Trochees in a stanza. But on ex-
amining the first of the series it will be
found that there are only eight feet of
that class in all, the remainder consist-
ing of Spondees, Jambueses and the
Pyrrhies, and, what is more, that one of
the verses comtains no Trochees what-
ever. If the other stanzas be examined
it will be found that they do not differ
in their constitution from the first, and
that some of them take even greater
liberties, and claim a larger share of
“ poetic license.” In two of the four,
there are three verses each in which
there is not a single Trochee !

I may be reminded that irregularities
of the kind are to be met with in the
best Latin poets. It is doubtless so, as
every classical scholar will admit. Still
the indulgence is not often asked, and
as arule one may read page after page
and not encounter an example. In
some of our English poets it is different,
whieh is probably the explanation of the
use ‘of the term ‘“Modern” in Mr,
Rand’s introduction,

Wolfville, Jan. 25, 1879.

C. D. R,

For the Christian Messenger.
Woman to the Rescue of Woman.

Mr. Editor,—~ ;

Crusading women is the most popular
style of warfare at present; not new,
for it has raged since time immemorial.
This crusade first originated in an innate
love for supremacy '(which prompted
even' the disciples to say indignantly,
“Send her away,”) and supposed from
the apparent defencelessness of the
assailed party to be an easy conquest.

And as the captive prince wondered
that Rome, possessed of so much gran.
deur, should envy him an humble
cottage ; so it is surprising, that breth.
ren who have every privilege in the
Church, should wish to disposess their
sisters of a portion of theirs. Your cor.
respondent, Ret(*r," like a recruiting
officer, disappointed in finding you in
the enemy’s camp when he sought your
succour, has now issued a general call
for volunteers, to see if they can not, by
ignoring. all Scripture which proves us
to be, “ All one in Christ Jesus,” give
such an interpretation of one solitary
passage as will at once vanquish the
enemy and proclaim them victors.

If outDivine Master were here per-
sonally, our advocate and apologist, he
would say to0 such, “Let her alone!
Why trouble ye the women ?’ It is
generally supposed that “Woman should
die and make no sign.” But there is a
limit to the forbearance of even women,
and that is, when her blood-bought
privileges are assailed. And though
not claiming much culture, we do pre-
tend to a little common sense, all that
is required on the present eccasion to
defend ourselves ; and take the liberty
to arise in our strength, or weakneass if
‘you will, and feebly protest against such
an unwarrantable assumption of aubbori.
ty of the one part of the church over
the other, and unhesitatingly pronounce
it unscriptural, without reason or com
mon justice. 2

According to this method of interpre-

tation we will single out & passage. For

example, look at the injunction in Matt.
vi. 5, 6, and prove from it that the
brethren should keep silence in the
church: Remember, sirs, that your pray-
ers are to be limited to the closet ? We
will refer your questioner to one of our
articles of Faith and Practice. Part 2nd.
“ A particular visible Church of Christ,
is a number of his Saints by mutual ac-
quaintance and communion, voluntarily
and understandingly, ‘covenanting, and
embodying together, to show forth his
declarative glory, and for their own edi-
fication.” ‘

Could any critical mind infer from
this that women have inferior privilges ?
No,not unless they can prove that women
are not. Saints, [ w8l .

And as to the redeption of members,
the church says through its pastor, I
present you with the right hand of fel-
lowship, and bid you my brother, or. my
sister, a cordial welcome to all the priv-
ileges of the christian church. '

Allthe literati in Christendom could not
detect the slightest shade of difference
in the welcome; or dream of their being
any or, perhaps, it is only compliment
ary when addressed to women. It might
do for a person to append a few words at
the end of a letter, which meant any
thing or nothing ; but it ' would be awfully
irreverent (o trifle with sacred matters.

It would startle any one to hear a
Baptist minister say, I baptize you, and
then sprinkle a few drops of water on
the head of the candidate ; but would it
be any more imconsistent, than for a
chureh, after according full privilege to
the sisters, to withhold part of them.

* If the formula addressed to us were,
“I welcome you my Sister to a subordin-
ate position, and whatever privileges
the Brethrem may think proper to as-
sign you, and all the drudgery &ec.”

This would meet the casé and stop all
controversy.

No, we recognize no supremacy, but |

Christ,who is our Head. "We are his body,
and we have as much right to dictate, as
they. Probably the next question will
be, “ Have women any right to come to
the Lord’s table ?"

But your correspondent wishes to
relieve us from these dry and critical
business meetings, out of pure kindness.
Probably that is one of the stratagems
of warfare, though it sounds Vvery com-
siderate. But how is it if there is any
drudgery to be dene, any funds wanted,
to build or repair a chapel, for instance,
then there is a léoud call for ‘woman;
and first she must beg from doorto doar,
then for six months or a year eoncen-

‘trate all her mental and bodily powers

in fabricating useful and ornamental
articles, and afterwards make a martyr
of herself by standing behind a table all
day bantering lor a sale. i1

Why don't soms of these chivalric
brothers come forth to shield their gentle
sistérs from the indignities of these
purely business meetings. Possibly it
never occurred to them that it might be
rather uncongenial to sensitive minds,
as an authoress has well remarked :
“QOnce woman had the high office of
deaconess in the Church, now the only
office she holds is that of a beggar. And
if the usages ofithe Church have hitherto
been to ill use women, it is gdite time
they were amended; and would it mot
be well to cease trying to raise our
heathen sisters until our own church
status is permanently established? As
an illustration of some of these usages,
we refer you to a remarkable case of
church discipline, which occurred in
one of the churches,and which came near
proving fatal to that church. It would
take the tongue of Cicero to give all the
details of those extraordinary meetings,
held in connection, We will mention
only one circumstance: A number of
women appeared as witnessés in this
case ; they gave in their evidence, plain,
positive statements that would have
been taken in any court of justice ; but,

Mr. Editor, will you believe that the

respectable women, active members of
the church, that their testimony was
not received. Part of the church were
not allowed to speak or vote, other

novices did not know their own minds, |

others were too cowardly to vete, and

80 the officers of the church succeeded | Iren

in passing a unanimous vote that this Other
‘was no evideace, And this was no dey

meeting either, for those women left the

house weeping at the injustice dome
them.

When slavery reigned in the' United |
Statea they would not take & slave's evi- |

:
’

Court ‘had decided that they were only
goods: and «chattels, ' Téell it not in
Gath, publish it not in the streets of
Askelon,” that these Christian sisters
were no better treated than the down-
trodden slave.

_If, Mr. Editor, we haveno redress in
the church, we are thankful that we
can speak out through the press, and
you, sir, merit our lasting gratitude for
taking the unpoptlar side.

If this despotism is to be perpetu-
ated, we can return good for evil, and as
they have deprived us of one privilege,
we will relinquish another for their
sake, and here record our resolution :

Whereas, Our brethren, jointmembers
with us in the Church of Christ, in the
‘plentitude of their wisdom, have thought
‘proper to deprive us of the privilege of
speakingand voting on business matters,

and other privileges, calling themselves
the church, |

- Therefore Resolved, That in accord-
ahce with Matt. v. 39, 40, we will give
them the exclusive privilege of settling
all church bills, viz, paying the pastor,
building ehapels anf colleges, &c., &c.
And now, having given them our
coat and cloak, and hoping they will
appreciate our magnanimity,and thank-
ing you for the space afforded us,
We subscribe ourselyes,
Tae Wougx,

S o gy e

For the Christian Messenger.
United States Correspondence.
Wasuinerox, D. C., Jan, 13, 1879.

The most impressive scene that has
occurred at.the Capital for years took

| place last, week when the funeral obse-

quies of Congressman  Hartridge, who
diod‘ in. this city on Wednesday last,
were observed. -

When Congress opened on Tuesday,
after the holidays, there was a very
small attendance, the members appear-
ing in no haste to begin work again.

The official reports relative to our
trade with South America have been
published, and the subject is so import-
ant that I make the following extracts :

The following figures show the amount

 of general imports and exports of Brazil
from 1870-71 to 1875-76::

i

In‘m oooooooooooooo R .‘7 1,570,859 m
I il sarars st p77.041,492 60
During that time the imports - '

of the United States from -

Brasil amounted to only.. 274,148,500 @0
And the exports of the United
" States to Brazil amounted ™

b toonly 48,853,555 00

-
..................

.mere nothingness of United States ex-
ports te Brazil, while t :
that country indicate that we are the
purchasers of more than one-hdlf of "hér
entire exports.
the same in producte of our own, we are
compelled to send our gold coin to
Europe in payment. for Brazilian

pro-
duce, and with that gold the supplies of
Bra,zn'l are t}w e'vg:y article of

gurch .
f which .could and should go from our
own country and be of our own produc-

cause of the superior commercial and
postal facilities furnished by the Euro-
pean governments. There are at the
present time nine regularly established
steamship lines between Europe and
South America, and all are receiving
compensation ander long contracts for
carrying the mails, amounting to five or
six million dollars annually from each

vernment, while the trade of the
Jnited States until last year had no
direct steam communication, and the
new line now in operation, and which
has developed a good deal of valuable
trade, has not the aid even of a postal
contract from our Government. A late
report contains .exiracts of Brazilian
trade statistics, showing the per centage
of imports from and exports to other
countries, as follows :

Im Ex
T T Rl el G e St gl 521 13, 3
United States....... ........ 457 #90
PRRROD 5o s o B L 19.49 1846
GreatBritain................ 52.47 45.80
DOMREED i S oo idh AT 5.01 4.78

And while the Brazilian trade with
Great Britain has been all the time in-
creasing, that with the United States
has suffered in proportion.

Let us see what articles Brazil im-
ports, and what proportion is derived
rom the United States. Among the
imports for one year were the following:
Total. From U. S.

Boots and shoes. . .... $1,978,979 $2 877
Cod and other fish.... 1,714,803 74,929

Butter 2,115,414 18,316
1,074
2,880,439
2,207
197,582
67

622
6,346
60,617
268,688
409,112

84,828
978

woolen .
: \w.oooo.o.lom.“

The foregoing statement shows the | .

he, imports, from |

Instead of paying for |

tion. And why is this? Simply be- |

45
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Thus of the products and manufac-
tures, which we can supply most cheaply
and plentifully, Brazil buys most largely
in Europe, simply because of the great
superiority of commercial facilities,
‘ ‘Co_qg.ress will be asked to do some-
thing to maintain our present American
line of' steamships, and to extend our
commercial facilities elsewhere:

Since the country was so startled and
alarmed by the long siege of yellow fever
endured in the South, last summer,
medical men and an appointed Commis-
sion have been investigating the causes
and possible preventatives of the dread
disease, and among other points upon
which they agree is one to the effect
that the fever germs are not wholly
destroyed and that if unwonted meas-
ures are not adopted the disease will
reappear early next summer, in which
case a long run would be a certainty,
involviug the direst distress throughout
our land. Hence it is not deemed
sufficient that local safeguards should
be provided, but some method must be
taken whereby the importation of the
féever may be prevented, as the bringing
in of such germs of disease to communi-
ties already infected would act like fire-
brands. A process of disinfection in-
vented by Prof: Gamgee, of London,
(who is now in this city,) has been
engaging the attention of scientific men,
and, the inventor having been invited
to this country to explain it, the decis-
ion has been made to give it a trial, and
accordingly Surgeon Genl. Woodsworth,
of the Navy, has suggested that a model
for a vessel be perfected to put it in
practice, and the Engineer of the Navy
is new eéngaged upon such a model.
By means of a steamship or barge fitted
up with Prof. Gamgee’s appliances, it is’
said any incoming vessel can be purified
at a safe distance from shore and the
fever germs destroyed, thus doing away
with the risks and discomforts of quar-
antine, The process consists of sending
streams of cold air to every part of the
infécted ship by means of an ice ma-
chine, and of pumping out and washing
the bilge with some antiseptic. The
Yellow Fever Commission purpose re-
commending to Congress an appropria-
‘iiqn‘ sufficient t6 construct at least one
or two such refrigerating vessels to be
stationed at the most exposed points of
our coast, and no opposition to such
appropriation is anticipated.

S ———

MERRILL.
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| For the Christian Messenger.
OO0 From London.

" (From our correspondent.)

TRADE AND LABOR IN GREAT BRITAIN—

""WAGES OF THE  LABORING MEN REDUCED
EVERYWHERE—NEW CAUSES FOR THE
WIDESPREAD DISTRESS — ENGLISH EBX
PORTS AND IKPORTS, &c., &o.

Loxpon, Exe., Jan. 14, 1879:

Before Chtistmas, when the ice-bound
land was ‘hard as iron, and many indus-
tries wére frozen at their source, the
villagers in the hunting counties heard
the foxes barking in the woods, and
‘at the ‘sotind of that unusual dis-
cord they said, “It will be a ter
ribly long and severe winter.” But
when, or Christmas morning, the hard
éarth softened amd the grass began'to
‘péep from under the snow, those self-
same rustics despised the foxes' warn-
ing.  But there is great agitation just
now in the various workshops and man-
ufactories of the country on the subject
of wages. The depression that has over-

.

. | taken every branch of trade and all

classes of laboring industry, has forced
upon employers the necessity of review-
ing their position, Long continued, and
without any prospect of early revival,
| ‘their perplexities have been seriously
complicated by the suicidal conduct of
their men. Union in every trade, strikes
in all the centres of population, confed-
erations of the different branches of the
order of labor, abetting each other in
common warfare against the freedom of
action of employers, have been met by
concession in place of firm resistance.
The Legislature and Government have,
by factory aots, restrictions in the
hours, the sex, and age of laborers, the
entire removal of combination laws, and
introduction of the principle of the
lh'bmty of masters for injuries sustained
by their men, aggravated difficulties
[ already sufficiently formidabld. In the
"abdence of all protection from without,
it has become apparent that “captaims
Q(M,’fliﬂhy would recover their

 position, must assert their own rights,

ﬂ_“. buo another, not merely




