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Judge Not.

AY ADELAIDE PROCTOR. *

Judge not : the workings of his brain
And of his heart thou canst not see ;
What looks to thy dim eyes a stain,
In God’s pure light may only be
A scar, brought by some well won field,
Where thou would’st only faint and yield.

The look, the air, that frets thy sight
May be a token that below :
The soul has closed in dea.dl{ fight
‘With some infernal, fiery foe,
Whose glance wowld scorch thy smiling
grace,
And cast thee shuddering on thy face !

The fall thou darest to despise

May be the angel’s slackened hand-—
Has suffered it, that he may rise

And take a firmer surer stand ;
Or, trustin% less to earthly things,
May henceforth learn to use his wings,

it & W

Scandal.

A woman to the holy father went,

Confession of sins was her intent ;

And so, her misdemeanors great and
small

She t&ithtuily rehearsed them all ;

And, chiefest in her catalogue of sin

She obvovged that she a tale-bearer had

n,

And borne a bit of scandal up and down,

To all the long-tongued gossips in the
town,

The holy father for her other sin

Gunta! the absolution asked of him ;

But while for all the rest he pardon gave,

He told her this offence was very grave,

And that to do ffit penance she must go

Out by the wayside were the thistles

wl

And, g::hering the largest, ripest one,
Scatte(i'oits seeds, and that when this was

ne,
She must come back again another day
To tell him his commands she did obey.
The woman,thinking this penance light,
Hastened to do his will that very night,
Feeling lxl'ight glad she had escaped so

we

Next d‘:ﬂ l.)ut one she went thL_. Jriest to

$

The priest sat still and heard her story
throuqh ~

Then said, "i‘here's something still for
you to do;

Those little thistle seeds which you have
sown,

I bid you go re-%ather eveg one,”

The woman said, * But Father, 'twould
be vain

To gather up those seeds again ;

The winds have scattered them both far
and wide

Over t::de meadowed vale and mountain
side,

The father answered, *“ Now, I hope that
from this

Thellesson|l have taught you will not miss :

You can(xlnot. gather back the scattered
seeds,

Which far and wide will grow to noxious
weeds,

Nor can the mischief once by scandal
sown,

By any penance be again undone.”

N. E. C. Joknson,

‘ ﬁ;ﬁ;intu.

Woman’s Work in the Church.

BY H. T, BUFF.

This is not a question, in my judg-
ment, which can be settled by human
wisdom alone. There are certain plain-
ly revealed facts in the Bible in regard
to women, which clearly indicate the
sphere which God intended her to fill,
and the relation she sustains to man in
all the duties and labors of life, both’of
a secular and religious character.

These facts must be regardeél as way-
marks te guide us in our redsoning
upon this subject ; and in no case are
we justifiable in assigning her a work
or ‘rouﬁon that would necessitate either
& direct or indirect violatien of the
Lord’s instructions to her ; for his wis-
dom and his ways are above our ways.

And this much we must accept as a
matter of faith, that to follow in-
structions in to woman's work
and her relations to man, will tend most

but was incorporated inte and became
a part of the instructions of the Holy
Spirit in respect to women living under
the Christian dispensation. This is
expressly enjoined by the apostle in
both the Corinthian and Ephesian let-
ters :

But I would have you know that the
head of every man is Christ; and the
head of the woman ¢s the man; and the
head of Christ is God (1 Cor. xi. 8.)

Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own. husbands, as unto the Lord.

For the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the head of the
Church : and he is the Saviour of the
body. ;

Therefore as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wives™be to their
own husbands in everything (Eph. v.
22-24.

And so far as my know ledge extends,
these instructions ot tha Lord in regard
to the relative positions of man and
woman have never been revoked to the
present hour.

We are not unconscious of the fact
that some men whose consciences are
of age and have been turned out to do
for themselves, who have a desire -to
flatter weak-minded women, talk free.
ly of woman’s rights ; and that a few
women who partake largely of the mas-
culine gender question the wisdom of
the Lord in these matters; und yet our
faith in the ability of Him who created
man to give him proper instructions,
erables us to decide without the least
mental reservation or self-evasioa what-
ever, that the Lord’s instructions to us
in all matters are righteous and for our
good, and only safety is in adhering
strictly to his teachings in all things,
whether they seem to us to be wise or
unwise, knowing that He who sees the
end from the beginning, kpows best

what is for our ; and this tio
now%ﬂmmldm be 3'51'. n‘;

exce .

m were instructed to adorn
themselves with “a meek and quiet
spirit which is in the sight of the Lord
of great price ” (1, Peter iii. 4.) She
was also taught to be possessed of a
modesty becomiug women professing
godliness (1. Tim. ii. 9). Meekness,
gentlcness of spirit and modesty,
oaturally enter into the warp and
wool of woman's composition. She
was urged to cultivate these charming
graces by the Spirit, and no outward
adorning can add such grace, beauty
and lovliness to the true Christian
woman as these priceless jewels, and
no woman can afiord to enguge in any
work, either secular or religious, that
would in the least tarnish them, or de-
tract from. their normal activity.

With those seeming restrictions
thrown around her, there is a wide field
of usefulness open to her in  the
church, and the very restraints which
the Holy Spirit enjoins become instru-
ments of power for good in the hands
which no man can possess.

In point of privilege and enjoyment
in the chureh, there is neither Jew nor
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female,
and in this regard she is in every wa
man’'s equal ; but in regard to work for
the salvation of others, the same law
which makes her ?xe helpmate of man
in orber matters dpplies to her in the
church. She is therefore not te take
the lead or usurp authority over the
man, or engage in any work in the
church that would mot be in perfect
harmony with the fine texture of her
womanly nature.

Reason and revelation combine to
teach us that each have their respec-
tive spheres to fill, and fields of labor to

-

umh:ro of (ydtodo good should
be the measure of dut both
w.‘dh.mth htwmmm
WOman obﬂhyb m
great good in the Master's service,
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- Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, July 9, 1879.

Clarkson, Lady Hastings, Mrs. Hemans,
Mrs. Rowe, Mrs. Talbat, Grace Ben-
nett, Lady Huntingdon, mother of the
Wesleys, and a host of others, down to
our mothers, wives and sisters, who
have nobly sacrified and suffered with
us in this glorious work. In my opin
ion, the important part taken by wo-
man in the spread of the gospel will
never be known or appreciated until
that day which will revenl all things.
In the church, as in all other matters,
it is the province of man to clear away
the, rubbish and to do the rough hewing; |

ing up must be done by the master
hand of woman. Her nature and ten-
der sympathies peculiarly adapt her to
this kind of work, and no man can do
it as well as she. .

The visiting of the sick, looking after
the destitute, teaching in the Sunday-
school, her voice in song, prayer and
exhortation in the social meetings, as
well as her presence and songs in the
Jegular service, open to her a field
where she can enjoy the free exercise
of her talents and make herself useful
in the Master's service—all this she
can do without the least detriment to
that modesty and gentleness of spirit
which ever characterizes the true Chris-
tian woman, It is my opinion that we
as a people have suffered untold loss to
the vital spiritual life of our congrega-
tions by imposing unwise, and, as I be-
lieve, unseriptural, restraints upon the
female portion of our membership. As
a rule, the refined and delicate texture
of woman’s nature is more susceptible
of religious impressions than that of
man, and that she can ascend the scale
of spiritual life a little higher than it is
possible for man to do, i8 a conclusion
which I think is neither extravagant
nor untrue.

And I give it as my lon that no
congregation can come up to the full
measure of its spiritual life until every
Christian woman in it is numbered
among its active working forces.

In regard to the passage in 1 Cor.
xiv. 34, which seems to prohibit women
from taking part or being heard in pub-
lic meetings on any occasion, it is only
necessary to call attention to a rule of
interpretation, the correctness of which
is admitted by all parties, viz.: No
doubtful passage of scripture should be
interpreted (o conflict with a fair inter-

retation of any other passage the mean-
ing of which is not doubtful, Now
that women did work in the apostolic
age within the limits indicated in this
paper, and that these works and duties
were performed in the presence of the
apostles and with their hearty approval,
there is not a shadow of a doubt,
Hence the instruction - of the apostles-
to the women in the Corinthian Church
was not intended to apply to well-in-
formed, judicious Christian women in
all other congregations ; but simply to
meet & certain existing emergency pe-
culiar to the women of that church alone.
This, to my mind, isthe only satisfactory
and harmonious dispesition that can be
made of the passage, for it is eertain
that the scriptures do not contradict
themselves, and it is my honest convie-
tion that we as a people never will en-
joy a spiritual life equal to our privilege,
until we can utilize the talents and in-
fluence of all Christian women in the
churches.— Standard.

Nihilism.

The subject which is so profoundly
agitating the political life of Russia,
and bas found ldvooatesf gon or less
violent in other parts of Europe, aptl
illustrates th-olcr:: ng (il?rﬂl:l",. l’l
nothing new under the sun.” Nihilism
is both a phil

but the polishing, adorning and finish-|
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that if anything were, it could not be
known. 3rd, that if knowledge were
possible, it could not be communicated.
As a philosophical question it has re-
ceived the attention and been discussed
by the greatest minds, as Kant, Hamil-
ton and Descartes, in that department
of study, from the time it was first
propounded by Gorgias to the present
day.

As a theological question it discusses
the incarnation of Christ. The denial
in this case is of the union of the differ-
ent elements of body, soul and divinity
into one person or nature. ‘ The
Logos” it is said, “ did not unite with
human natare ; but simply clothed it-

selt with it, as with a garment.” Thé'

denial i3 not of existence in this in-
stance, but of existence under this par-
ticular form. The Nihilism of the
present day,. as it exists in Rnssia, has
both a philosophical and socialistic side.
As a philosophical theory it is emin-
ently destructive. Its creedis extremely
simple. Among its more numerous
and unintellgent advocates it means a
complete subversion of all existing in-
stitutions. Class distinctions of all kinds
are to be abolished. All laws are to
be repeated and governments de-
stroyed. Kverything is to return as far
as possible to its primitive conditiof,
so that all may take a fresh and even
start in life. These are, of course, the
views of extremists, but the views of
even the mest moderate contemplate
such sudden and radical changes in
these matters that they would in reali-
ty be little less disastrous in their con-
sequences. This doctrine, in its present
form, began to assume shape in Russia
some forty years ago under Alexander
Herzen, who was. then a student
in the University of Moscow—but
was soon expelled. It has thriven

more or less ever since though the
Government bas frequently swdeavour-

ed to crush it out, and has often banish-
ed or otherwise punished its leaders
and advocates. But it has never pre-
viously attained the strength nor be-
come the tormidable power it now is.
One curious fact, which makes the

movement exceeding dangerous at pres-

ent is, that by some strange fanaticism
many of the middle and upper classes,
who ought naturally in such a crisis to
be the stay of the nation, are drawn in-
to it. Whether the very severe mea-
sures which the Government haa adopt-
ed are the wisest may be doubted ;
but there can be no question that the
movement ought to be effectually
checked, and at once.
J. B. H.

- —-——-- - ~

Optimists xand Pessimists.

Optimist and pessimist are more or
less terms of reproach, each conveying
the imputation of a tendency to exager-
ate, If so, then this is a rare time of
exaggeration ; for never, perhaps, has
there been more of optimism on the one
hand, and of pessimism on the other,
than at the Yresent day. Together they
give a complete survey of the state of
affuirs, but few minds are so constituted
as to be able to turn to either with sat-
isfaction in order thoroughly to appreci-
ate both sides. Unquestionably the
optimist_is“the more fortunate being.
Whetlier his line is marked out by
nature or adopted from caleulation,
there is no doubt it is the ene best fit-
ted to ensure success in the world. For
the optimist at least tells that which
most people like to hear. Everyone is
delighted to be assured that things are
not nearly as bad as they look. There
is something consoling in the thought
that a man who can reason at all should
ground his conclusions on the pleasant
side. In politics, for instance, what
than to be soberly and
yet genially assured that the Eu

concert is still in full harmony, and that
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regret, that half of what appears is im-
aginary and the rest temporary—that
to-morrow shall be as to day, but much
more abundant, His bouyancy exhil-
arates, the optimism with which he
overflows is contagious, and breathes
around the sanguine thinker a mild at-
mosphere of confjdence. And perhaps
he proves right. ' A few months pass
that which he forecasted comes about,
the rivulets of commerce swell, the
stream of trade broadens, and they
whose argosies but now seemed near-
ing shipwreck rejoice exceedingly, see-
ingthem float profitably into the harbour.
And now of course, the optimist takes
his placeas profound philosopher orecon-
omist. But even if all prognostications
go awry, if political complications be-
come yet more entangled, if that reac.-
tion in trade so hopefully, anticipated
lags and delays until the heart of the
werchant and the ucer grows sick
with waiting, still the sanguine speaker,
writer, thinker, takes no harm. He is
a well-meaning, good-hearted fellow,
who has done his best to keep up with
the times ; but of course he could not
foresee everything; and then the re-
vival, the improvment, is—and so he
still says—much nearer than is thought.,
Thus come what may, the Optimist is
always on the winning side. But as to
the pessimist, or even him who takes
by no means the worst possible view
of matters, his fate is far different!
That which he urges is usually received
with distrust and often with aversion.
And the pessimist is uswally more
eager than the optimist to tell forth that
which is in him. For good tortune no
man needs much preparation ; for ill
fortune it is different. So thinks the
pessimist, whose very duty it is, there-
lore, to be as urgent as may be. Yet,
should his warnings prove correet, not

only must he share in the trouble he
icwid st vuuld aus prevuns, wus bwe

is extremely liable to be  accused of
having hastened the calamity. It is
the opinion that he wished for the mis-
chief he prophesied, if only to rejoice
in the fulfilment of his forebodings. On
the other hand, should his opinion
prove wrong, he is frowned upom not
only as an ignorant but as an ill-con-
ditioned fellow. Let every man, then,
who courts surshine for himself take
up with optimism.
of the world at large it cannot be
wished that pessimism—which is for
the most part a mapping out of prob-
able and possible troubles—should
cease,— Pall Mall Gazette.

————

What the sinner will Suffer in the
world to come we know only in hints
and shadows. But we know ve
well what he will be¢ in the world to
come. - The law of the development of
character is a law that we understand.
It is easy to show its workings and to
prophesy its issues, And if you can
clearly show a transgressor the thing
that he is certain to become if he kee
on in evil ways, the sight will deter
him from trangression more powerfully
than any vision of suffering that you
can set before him, Of what is to be
inflicted upon him you must speak
graudedly ; you do not know much
about that ; but of what will take place
in him you can speak with perfect as-
surance, and his own conscience will
bear witness to the truth of your words.
—Fditor's Table. Sunday Afternoon.
. I have been a member of your
church for thirty years,” said an elder-
ly Christian to his pastor, “ and when I
was laid by with sickness for a week or
two, only one or two came to visit me.
I was shamefully neglected.” “ My
friend,” said the pastor, ** in all those
thirty years:how many sick have you
visited 7" * Oh,” he replied, ** it never

ropean | struck me in that E’L I thought

only of the relation of others te me,
lﬁI not of my relations to .them."-—
Ohristian Register,

Great truths can gain nothing, and
may lose much of their force, by being
weakly aflirmed.

The the law is shown whea
.umuwum.

But for the sake
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