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For“the Christian Messenger.
Theology “at Wolfville.

No. 5.

The arguments, if such they may be
called, against providing adequate Theo-
logical instruction at Wolfville for the
rising ministry of these- provinces, in- |
stead of leaving our young men to seek
such instruction abroad, or go without 1t, |
will be considered in subsequent papers. |
For the present I confine myself to tl}e :
task of adducing yet other arguments in |
favor of this provision.

3. It might Le showpn. in the third |
placv, that }Il‘.‘l‘(’})"l would be secured the |
largest development. of _denominational
strength. Aud the increase of strength
to do good is a most desirable object.
To make the one talent two and the
two ten in order to greater usefulness,
should be the aim and endeavor ot all
christians, and christian churches ; for
thus only can they properly serve the
purpose for which the Master conde-
scends to employ them. But on what
principle, it may be asked, can we be-
come denominationally stronger, pro-
duce a larger number of ministers, and
so enter more largely and efficiently
inte the work which demands our atten-
tion, with a Theological school at Wolf-
ville than without one? On the princi-
ple, I reply, that strength is developed
by exercise,—a principle holding true
in the intellectual and moral worlds as
well as in the physical. The smith'sarm,
the scholar's memory, the poet’s fancy,
the philanthrophist’s benevolence,are all
strengthened by use. And so of those
energies and forces, material or moral,
which constitute the power and means
of usefulness of a church or denomina-
tion. It is by observing this universal
law, and agiing in harmony with it,
that individuals and societies make the
most of their resources and opportuni-
ties. Thus in the matter of Foreign
Missions, our people believing that the
raising of more means, the sending out
of more men, the performance of a lar-
ger amount of missionary labor, and
the development of a more enthusiastic
missionary spirit would result from com-
pleter reliance on their own energies,
resolved to sever their connection with
the American Missionary Union, and
take the control as well as the support
of their missionary operations into their
own hands. Previously to this they
might furnish men and provide the
means of their support, but could have
no voice in directing their labors. The

arrangement gave them, in fact, no
uiissionaries wnom ey couid call their

own. The relation they sustained to
their American brethren was a depen-
dent one,—a relation imposing little
responsibility, and demanding little ex-
ertion. The energies of the decomina-
tion consequently lay dormant, for there
was nothing to awaken them and call
them forth.

It came finally to be clearly seen
that for the Baptists of these provinces
this was anything but the wisest foreign
missionary policy ; that if the strength
of the body was not more fully vxr‘r-‘
cised in this direction, so far from in- |
creasing it would diminish, -or become |
weakness itself, like an imprisoned limb.
Hence the ground of independence was
taken; the denomivation resolved to
stand upon its cwn feet, to engage in
an enterprise demanding greater efforts
and promising better results. A mis-
sion was planted among the Teloogoos.

But the same arguments whiclk may
be advanced for independenece in our
Foreign Missionary affairs, seem also |
to justily independence in.our educa-
tional. If the cause of missions is!
better served, and if it is every way

better for our people themselves 1o take’
the sustertation and control of their |
missionary operations into their own |
bands, why would not this also hold |
true of their educational operations 7 It
may be said in Teply, that it does in-
deed, hold true of our educational |
affairs, so far as the higher secular or |
general education is concerned. We
can no more afford to let our brethren
in the United States take charge of this |
for us than we can afford to put.our
Foreign Missionary affairs into their |
bands. But why diseriminate, as some |
are wont to do, between higher general |
education—the education that is needed |
to fit aur young men for the different
rofessions of secular life, and the Theo- |
ogical training that is needed to qualify
them for the ministry ? The education
that is required for the more ordinary
occupations of life is provided, as in-
deed it ought to be, by the state. Libe-
ral provision is made by our different
provincial governmeénts for common
schools and county academies. For the
training that is needed beyond what’
these can give, why not let our youth

mbro.d Why spend over a hun.
thousand and put up ex-

pénsi\'e buildings, and incur a heavy
debt, for the sake of having a College

' on our own soil, when we can have one

for nothing at Colby or Brown? Be-
cause, as-tvery reflective mind must
perdeive, by having a college of our
own, we shall more largely and healthily

develop the educational spirit among

us, shall better meet the educational | often pleaded in favour of promptitade

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGLER.

JULY 9, 1879,

time for enquiry and -examination, and
there is frequently an interval of a
month or more between the application
and the reception into the church. As
none of us have the gift of ¢ discerning
of Spirits,” it is-obvious that care should
be taken to prevent the admission of
unqualified persons. The instances so

his elect in glory, being clearly taught | longer than usual in the time of our
in Scripture, has been cherished by the | arrival. At Charlottetown the city
better part of the Christian world ever | pastor is on hand with kind invitations
since the days of the Apostles. If | from the brethren to abide till the
such be really thefcase, there are few of | morning.
the readers of the Messenger who would | On Saturday morning we were all
not wish to know it. ready to start, when we learned that by
With your permission I shall take | some error in mooring the steamer
up the subject briefly. next week, and | “ Southport,” by which we expected to

wants of our common country, and act | of admission (such as, the Kthiopean | continue in a fow short letters pre- | reach West River; she had filled with

more consistently with the respect ' eunuch, the Jailor and his family at ¥ senting the testimony of eminent Chris-

which we owe ourselves-as an indepen- ‘ Philippi, and the Samaritans) cannot | tian authors upon this important_truth. | merged. We

& #% | be fairly adduoced till similarity of cir- |

The truth is, if the necessity were | cumstances can be proved, which is out |
laid upon us of having an efficient Theo- | of the question. ‘

ent, progressive people. "

logical school or the College proper, |
but not both, it would be better to choose

the former ; but happily no such neces-

sity ¢xists : w& may have both these

institutions, and it is better for each

that they should stand side by side and

flourish togethers

Our brethren of the other denomina-
tions understand this matter well, and
in their several Theological schools are
pursuing the path and policy of wisdom.
The Methodists might send their young
men to Boston, where they might not
only sit at the feet of able Theological
instructors, but—a thing of immense
importance in the minds of some—
come into contact with Boston thought
as. well ; but they preter to send them
to Sackville.

The Presbyterians might send theirs
to Princeton, where instruction -is dis-
pensed by such giants as Hodge and
McCosh, but they think it better to.
maintain a Theological Hall for them
in Halifax. _

In the area embraced by the Con-
vention there are now about 35,000
Baptist Church members, representing
a Baptist population four or five times
as large. This population is thought
by some persons to be too small to
warrant the existence of a Theological
school for itself alone. It is often taken
for granted that ‘the largely endowed,
largely officered, and largely patronized
Theological schools and Colleges neces-
sarily'abo the best work and produce
the best men. But it is a great mis-
take, as 1 will show hereafter.

We have already population enough
and resources enough, for an efficient
Theological school of our own. But
we expect that our numbers and
resources will grow. In fifty-years
hence our present church member-

ship ought to be more than doubled,
with a cerresponding increase of Bap-
tist population generally. What a

spectacle should we then exhibit, de-
Pondcn("‘ luulx;ué fou 'I‘hc‘uluglcul fa-

struction to New England! Even as
a loyal Canadian, to say nothing more,
my head and heart rebel against it.

D. M. WevrToN,

For the Christian Messenger.

Church Polity.

No. VIIIL.
ADMISSION OF MEMBERS.

The contrast between Christian
Churches in the first century, and those

form, is very affecting. Take for in-
stance the mode of admission to member-
ship. In the first century, all that was
requisite was for the candidate to “come
out from among them,” make a declara-

tion of discipleship, be baptized, and | of » the personal pre-Millennial advent
then to take his or her place among the | of Jesus Christ, which conference was

There were no rules, or or- | held at New York at the end of Octo-
ders, or ceremonies to be observed on { ber last.

What a sublime simpli- |

members.

the occasion.

city appears in the evangelical narra. | many writers and speakers have found
* The Lord added to the Church | occasion to address the people upon
d:til_\' such as should be saved ” (;\(‘IS. | the suhject, deeming it encumbent upon
It was God’s work, and the | them to oppose the- views held and
fruits were manifest, giving joy to all. | promulgated by the pre-Millennialists
| Buf. in many mm.lc.rn churches there is | as erroneous, unscriptural and practi- l
no joy. The ministers -and elders un- | cally antagonistic to the growth of trae
dertake the whole case of examining | religion. In these Provinces, both the
Ecundi«l:m-s. The church has npothing Messenqger and Visitor have editoriall
| to do with it, and so the benefits Of' frown(‘(‘l upon the pre-l\lillcunial doc-

tive !

ii. 47.)

sympathy and union are wanting.

Cases of deception were very rare in |I able articles by Dr. Heman Lincoln,

the early church. Amanias and Sap-

 phira at Jerusalem, and Simon Magus
' at Samaria were the only recorded in-

stances for a long period. Many of
the conversions were instantaneous,
while the change wrought in the indi-
viduals'was literally a moral revolution.
Yesterday they were wallowing in all

- uncleanness ; to-day they are “ washed,

and sanctified, and justified, in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God.”

Baptist Churches profess to be socie-
ties of spiritual persons. *They plead
for a regenerated, church membership.
It may be asked, what course s
be adopted to secure that blessing ?
Some are satisfied with the candidates’
own avowal of the change that has been
experienced, and so procved to baptism
immediately ; others think that there
should be some delay, in order to give

|
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|

|
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' seek by

: : : .  vital indeed, i8 this truth represented
' in the nineteenth, in the matter of

' former have contained a series from

The problem is how to prevent the
admission of members from falling be-
low the level of genuiue conversion. No
uniform rule can be prescribed, and
sometimes all rules will fail. Those
churches are most likely to be exempt
from disappointment in which special
pains are taken on the side of careful-
ness. Whether the candidate shall be
required to speak personally before the
church or whether friendly conversation
with an examining committee, affirméd
by’a written statement, shall be deemed
sufficient, is comparatively unimportant.
The question is, Has the candidate
given himself or herself “to the Lord?”
That must be answered, to the satisfac-
tion of the church, before the baptism
and the fellowship.

I am apprehensive that it & judicious
and scriptural revision of the list of
members were undertaken, it would be
found that our churches lack sufficient
care in this matter. And 1 would re-
spectfully and affectionately suggest to
the Pastors the importance of close
examination of the members of the
churches (all of them) at least once a
year, recording the results in some’
suitable memorial, for tuture use. See
Acts xx. 28 ; 1 Peter v. 3,4.

J. M. Cramp.

For the Christian Messenger.

“ His Appearing and His Kingdom."”
2 Tim. iv. 1.
 “ When from any cause some vital
doctrine of God’s Word has faller into
neglect or suffered contradiction and
reproach, it becomes the serious duty
of those who hold it, not only strongly
and constantly to re-affirm it, but to
all means in their power to
bring back the Lord’s people to its ap-
prehension and acceptance. The pre-
cious doetrine of Christ’s second person-
al appearing has, we are constrained to

believe, long lain under such negleet
and miszapprehension.

In the Word of God we find it hold-
ing & most conspicious place. It is
there strongly and constantly-empha-
gsized as a persomal and imminent event,

the great objeet of the Church’s hope,
the powertful metive to holy living and |
watchful serviee, the inspiring ground |
of confidence amid the sorrows and sins
of the present evil world, and the event |
that is to end the reign of* Death, cast |
down Satan from his throne, and estab- |
lish the kingdom of God on earth. So
|
to be that the denial of it is peinted out |
as one of the conspicuous signs of the
apostacy of the last days.”

The foregoing are the opening para-
graphs of the * Call ” issued last sum-
mer for a conference upon the subject

Since that time, more than before,

!

trine ; the latter has published several

arguing against the creed of the Pro-
phetic Conference ; the columns of the

the still vigorous pen of Dr. Cramp,
and aopother from that ever-ready
writer, Rev. John Brown. Besides this,
the pastor of many a church has raised
his voice in the pulpit to teach his hear-
ers to believe that the Lord will not
come to raise His Church to glory,and to
judge the world, until after the con-
version of the werld and the Millennial
period of

Now 1 believe and propose to show
that the doctrine thus condemmed is
ot only the doetrine of Scripture, but
that of the Church of Christin all ages.
I mean o say, that the belief in the

“ visible and external soverei of
Cheiot npma el for o, thessend Saart
after the resurrection of the depurted

water and had become partially sub-
had therefore to get
carriages and drive round about 12
June 22, 1879. miles. A beautiful drive, through a

3 2 lovely country of land and water al-
ternating every mile or so. The sun
bright and cheering but no dust.

We reached the place of meeting
between 11 and 12 o'clock, and found
. that brethren had elected Rev. E. F.
My Dear Sir,— Foshay, Moderator ; Rev. J. B. Wood-
" Qur venerable friend, Rev. Dr, Tup- | land, Clerk; and M. G. McLeod,
per, has favoured your readers with| Assistant Clerk ; James DesBrisay,
some observations on Kccles. iiil. 2.| Esq., Treasurer; J. S. Brown, Ass't.
I beg to offer a few additional remarks, | Treasurer.
by way of supplement. Brethren Simpson, Selden and

The Book of Ecclesiastes is the most | were requested to read the letters.
difficult Book in the Bible. * I must| These shewed wvaried experience and
say,” observes Dr, Adam Clarke, “the | gave an addition by baptism of 81.
language and style puzzle me not a| Two letters were yet to be read. After
little.” 'The ecritics differ greatly in|the letters and some routine business,
their opinions respectiag it. Some | reference was made to the work of God
think that it was wrilten by Solomon, | on the island and in the other provinces,
others, that it was the work of a Jew | and suitable exhortations were given
who lived after the Babylonish Cap- | by several brethren.
tivity, and who published it in the name
of Solomon te give popularity., Grant- Tty
ing that it was written by Soloman, it Tae Westery NEw BruNswick
seems to be an autobiographical tract | BAPTIST AssociArion held its 32nd
containing an account of the doubts and | Annual §°8°‘°“. on Tuesddy, the 24th
difficulties which perplexed him at one | ult. and following days, at Rockland,
time of his life, and involved him in | CarletonCounty. The Rev.J. G. Harvey
the mazes of scepticism. Whether he | Was elected Moderator, Rev. J. T,
was ever fully restored is hard to prove. | Faton, Clerk. The Associational Ser-

Joseph Gurney. Esq., Editor of the|mon was preached by Rev. ‘Joshua T.'
“« Revised Bible,” proposes to insert the | Eaton from Colossians iii. 3. Theme,
word “ eternity,” instead of the word | '’ th,? twofold aspect of the Christian
“ world,” whick word according to | life. A
Canon Cook, Editor of the * Bible| By a mistake in the last year's
Commentary.” “ assigns to the Hebrew | Minutes with reference to the brother
word a sense which it never bears in | @8ppointed to write the Circular Letter,
the language of the Old Testament, al- | DOne was prepared.
though found in Rabbinical Hebrew.” The Committee on Denominational

LUKE.

I'or the Christian Messenger,
Additional Remarks on Ecclesias-
_tecs, iii. 2.

T -ee s

Canon Cook translates the clause | Literature consisting of Brethren Hick- -

thus :—* Alsq be hath set eternity in | 800, Hopper, Cahill, Munro, May and
their heart.” ~“This is explained by | Hall t.‘ender.ed their resignation, and a
Delitilsch in the following words :— | béWw Committee was appointed consist-
“ God has placed in the inborn consti- | ing- of Brethren G, Armstrong, T.
tution of man the capability of conceiv- | T0dd, B. N. Hughes, J. March, and
ing of eternity, the struggle to com- T. L. Hay.

prehend the everlasting, the longing| A spirited and enthusiastic discussion
after eternal life.” It is a mercitul ar- | of Home Missions was held on Wed-
rangement that the Word of God is for | nesday evening. Rev. I:a. Wallace gave
the most part clear, and that those who | & deeply Interesting account of his
think as they read, and ** compare spir- work. Other speeches followed from
itual things with spiritual,” and seek | Brethren Cahill, Todd, Armstrong,
the aid of the Great Enlightever, find | Hayward, Coy,- Young, Hamah, and
difficulties vanish before them. * The | Hughes. In the Report on the subject
meek will He guide in judgement.” | the Committee say,

. % 'l‘ba: thishAssociation express its
— Judgment on the question of union in
‘Lh ¢ @hrlﬁtmu g}ltﬁﬁ sngcx. {){om.e Mission work i the Maritime
. ‘ rovinces, referred to in the Annual
Report of the Missionary Board, so that
the Society at its Annual Meeting next
month may, in deciding the matter, act
with a knowledge of the view entertain-
ed by this body on that subject.

s ; 2. Notice the vast extent of field open
Qar Hoptine buirdiao®. I Sdubd to and requiring Home Mission labors :

Halifax, N, S,y July 9, 1879,
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.
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saints and the gathering together of all

are not the most numerous of the re-
ligious bodies, but in some respects are
more active and enterprizing, and cer-
tainly do more towards the support
of our institutions in proportion to
their numerical- strength than many
of the churches of the larger prov-
inces. A visit to the Island Asso-
ciation bhas always been pleasant
and inspiring. One comes back
from such a visit, feeling that the tie
which unpites us is more than a mere
formal recognition of agreement in sen-
timent that exists between them and
the N. S. brethren—that it is a real
fellowship of kindred minds—and-that

on¢ beart and soul animates us in
Christian work. All that constitutes
true Christian union binds us together,
80 that no opportunity of a renewal wiil

in future be allowed to pass unimproved. |

With this feeling we left Halifax on

Friday last, and reaching the Depot, |

 found Rev. J. W, Manning, and Rev-

S. B. Kempton, on the same expedition
with us, ready to convey the greetings

of the N. S. Central Association to our |

P. E. 1. brethren, in Association as-
sembled. Arriving at Truro, Bro. W,

our band. On to New Glasgow, Rev.
G. N. Ballentine enlarges our company.
At Pictou Landing, the good steamer
St. Lawrence with her excellent ap-
pointmenis was in waiting, and in a few
minutés we were plowing the Straits of
Northumberland. Butafteraboutas hour
or soa comes over the Leavens.
Suddenly it becomes about 30 de-
greescolder,the wind blowsa stiff breeze,
against steamer making a li
wore than an agrecable motion. Still

«{:

it includes a large portion of the Pro.
vince in which our lot is cast. The
Society has no Missionary in Madawas-
ka, Victoria, = Carleton, Restigouche,
Gloucester, and Kent Counties, while
Missionary work is needed in many
parts of the following Counties : Char-
lotte, Kings, Queens, St. John, West.
morland, Albert, Northumberland, Sun-
bury, and York. The ministers and
churches in Carleton and York have
earnestly carried on and sustained a
missionary in each of those Counties
through local organizations.

3. Necessity exists fora liberal supply
of funds to carry on evangelistic work
vigorously in this large and inviting
field. So extensive and promising a
field for usefulness and growth demands

and should receive, proper care and
cultivation from us,

" 4. By.the total inadequacyof the funds
contributed by the churches to meet the
expenditure, even on the present con-
tracted scale of our Home Missionary
operations, a considerable amount is yet
due to our missionaries for work per-
formed in the year just closed.

5. The amount received by the Board
during the year was only $667.69; and
of this meagre sum $387.50 came from
the Trustees of the Estabrooks Fund,

 leaving the very small sum of $280.19 as
Cummings made no small addition to | - . - $

the contribution to our Home Mission
by the churches of our two Associations
in this Province.

As resolution was adopted recom-
mending that the churches be cantioned
against persons claiming to be Baptist

isters who are not furnished with
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