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Who have
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Where they serve

~.Qut night:

or those wh

Jan. 23rd. 1878

For the Christian Messenger.
Weep Not.

¢ And the Lord said, Weep not.” Luke
viis 13.

Weep not

For those who have died in the Lord,
“For those who have entered their rest;’
passed through the valley an
1 1ghadow of death, '
Arnid reached the “ Sweet Home " of
the bles

t:
Weep not.

‘Weep not’

Fbt‘\'t'hdse who have done with earth’s

And haveentered the City of light ;" .
For those who have entered the land of,

the Lord day with-

Weep not.

Weep not

o have fought the goéed

Fon thoste’a who have kept to the faith;
For those who have jowfully finished
_ their course,

For those wh

Weep not.

Weep not

For those who their Saviour behold,

For those who now look on His face ;
For those who wear the white robe an

the crown,

* Redeemed by unmerited grace :

Weep not.
Weep not

For those who no longer do mourn,
Who to sorrow and grief bid adieu ;
Who within the fair City of God and

the Lamb,
Are watching and waiting for you :

Weep not.

o were faithful till death:

¥ B4

-

For the Christian Messenger.
80 I Prayed to the God of Heaven.

NEHEMIAH.

Before the mighty Persian lord,
The trembling captive stands
With downcast eye. and heavy heart,
The goblet in his hands.

¢ What makes thee sad and sorrowful,”
Enquired the kindly king,

¢ Thou art not sick, pray tell me now
Why art thou sorrowing ?’

As rapid as the light'nings flash,
That unrecorded prayer,

Unheard by man, ascends to heaven,
And yet remembered there.

And rapid as the light'nings flash,
Before the thunder roll,

So quickly came the answer down
To that believing soul.

“ Live for ever ! Royal king ;
Why should not [ be sad,
Jerusalem is all in heaps,
How can a Jew be glad ?

Our fathers’ graves are desolate,
Our homes that stood so fair

Are broken down, no sounds of mirth,
No signs of gladness there.”

“ Then go and build Jerusalem,”
Replied the Persian lord,

And for the work provide thee well,
The king hath passed his word.”

Encouraged by the king/s decree,
He left the palace then ;

Henceforth the tremblin
Of God’s heroic men

Halifaz, Jan. 23, 1879,

g Jew was one
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Il.—A MODEL PASTOR.

' Ministers are endowed with a great
diversity of gifts ; but they have not all
gifts, mor the same measure
of the gifts which they do possess, It
was 8o dn the apostolic times, *“Now,”
said, Paul, *‘there are diversities of

but .the same Spirit.”
“",.hd min:u:.m. now
in one gift, some in: anether, and not &

few'in nome. One is distinguished as
an expounder of the Scriptures,another
for a clear and logical statement of doc-
trine, a third for his pewer to deal with
the censcience, a fourth for his mastery
ov e sympathies and passions, and
a fifth-for a bappy combination of all
these gifts. One is noted as a theolo-
gien, another as a revivalist, and yet
another as a diseiplinarian.. No twe.
ministers have precisely the same qual-
ifieations, or are fitted for exaetly the

»8.sphere of labor, Most bave their
excellencies, and all have their defects.
Model preachers are very rar¢ in any
community, and in any. age. Still we
cap conceive of a model preacher, and

standard,
.14 model pastor is, -of course, pious,
‘Holiness is his supreme necessity,
‘Whatever. may,be his gifts, if be, have
not piety, be is unfit for the pastorate,.
Though he speak with the. tongues of
men and of angels,and bave not charity
—another name for piety or holiness—
he is. as sounding brass or a tinkling
cymbal, . The. model minister is not
merely: pious, but eminently 'so; He
is emphatically & .man of faith .and of,

Lord says, and pleads for the fulfil-
ment. ;of his. promises with child-like
simplicity. He ‘has a clear head, a
warm heart, a ready tongue,. and a vig-
orous body, He. is well informed, es-
pecially in matters pertaining.to the
Gospel and kingdom of Christ. He

.|is a discreet man, knowing how 1o

bridle his tongue ang 'his temper, ‘and
to adapt himself to the'tastes and pre-
judices of his associates. ‘

The model pastor is studious. He
knows that his business is te teach ;
that he cannot teach what he does mot
understand ; that he cannot understand

attention. Therefore, he studies to
show himself approved unto God, a
workman needing not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the Word of truth. He
reads many books and studies many
subjects; but aims to make all his read-
ing and all his studies subservient to the
understanding of the Scriptures and
the success of his ministry. He may
be able to speak extempore; but he
would not vemtare, without necessity,
to appear before his congregation ex-
cept with a fresh and carefully prepared
sermon, adapted to their necessities and
circumstances.

Contemplate the model pastor in his
pulpit. His sermons are solid rather
than fanciful, instructive rather than
eloquent, - awakening interest in the
subje¢ts discussed rather than inspiring
admiration ef the preacher. Those
who hear him are more likely to medi-
tate on what he says than to praise his
manper of saying it. His hearers not
unfrequently retire to read the Secrip-
tures, pray and weep over their sins.
He is no rider of hobbies. His minis-
trations are not confined to a few fav-
orite themes, but take a wide range
over the field of theology. His ser-
mons are equally doctrinal, experiment-
al, and practical ; excepting, perhaps,
that practical subjects, touching so
many of the interests and pursuits of
life, and naturally conneetsd with all
other topics, may occupy a wider space
in his addresses. He always preaches
as if he believes what hesays. Solemn-
ity, earnestness, dignity, with great
naturalness, simplicity, and tenderness,
characterise his discourses. Heresorts
to no tricks to attract hearers, and mo
jests or startling statements to gain at
tention, but seeks, by a clear earnest,
and faithful exhibition of Divine truth
to interest apd profit his hearers. He
is ne professional polemic, no, pulpit
gladiator ; but he does not exelude
from the pulpit subjects because they
are unpopular. At suitable times and
under propor“circ'pmsmnoes, he discuss-
es controveried points; but always
clearly, candidly, and' in a courteeus
manner, aiming to convince, and not to

spirit -parely hear him preach

doeile ,
they | without  profit.. His sermous usually

 contain sowethibg . adapted to //eve

capacity and every necessityl

ave seen not a few who approximate | g
to : " . |'he follows ‘it inte ¢

prayer. - He firmly. believes what the:

"whit he has ot studied ; and that he |
cannot study without time and earnest

offend . his} hearers. | Persons with a

hearers. Under his ministrations, in-
quirers are guided, mourners are com-

forted, believers are edified, backsliders

are reclaimed, and the ungodly are

pricked in their consei Greatly

favoured are his hear The church

under his pastorate in#feases in mem-

bership, grows in knowlédge and grace,

becomes more solid, " fr@itful, and effi-

cient, and is as a city set on a hill.

We must now notice the model min-

ister in his pastoral woek., He is all

that is implied in the pastor or

shepherd, he knows his sheep and is

known by them. He calls them all

by name, and goes before them. He

watches for souls as one-who must give

céount. When a sheep goes astray,

ilderness and

the fold. The

plé in their
yin their shops,
g can find them,
ants, study their

seeks to bring it back
faithful pastor visits his
Homes,in their worksho
in their fields, wherever
thathe may knaw thejr

Whenever he meets them, he has for
them a smile, a warm grasp of the
hand, and a kindly greeting. He is
‘their friend and counsellor. What was
predicted of the Messiah: is true of him,
in a lower, but still im'a real sense.
* Surely He hath: borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows.” Al the griefs
aod - serrows of the chiireh are laid
upcn the faithful ¢, ' ‘He may say,
‘with Paul, not, indeed, that the care of
all the churches, but' the care of his:
awn ‘church specially has come upon
him; and ke may well: ery out with!
the{apestle : ** Who is weak, and I am’
not. weak ? who is offended, and I burm:
not?” Are there difficulties in the
family ? . The pastor is present to set-
tle them. Is there sickness or sorrow
in the household ? Heis there to min-
ister comfort, inspire , and offer
yer. ls there deetyin the loved
e circle? He is ready tosympath-
ize in the bereavement and to partici
pate in the sad funeral ceremonies. In
fine, the model pastor devotes his time
and energies te the task of making his
people wiser, better, bappier; and more
useful in life, and fitter tor a residence
near the throne of God.

We must glance at the medel pastor
in Society. Heis mot a recluse, but
eminently a social being. He is not
starched, reserved, and imaccessible,
but easy, unaffected, and comdial in
in company. We cannot beftér de-
scribe him than in the language of Mr.
Spurgeon :—** He is not semt imto the
world to be a hermit or a monk of La
Trappe. It is not his vocation to stand
on a pillar all day,above his fellow-men,
like that hair-brained Simon Stylites of
old. You are met to warble frem the
top of a tree, like an invisible nightin-
gale ; but to be a man among men, say-
ing to them, ‘I also am as you are in
all that relates to man.” Salt is no use
in a box ; it must be rubbed into the
meat; and our personal influence
must penetrate and season society.
Keep aloof from others, and how can
you benefit them? Our Master went
to a wedding, and ate bread with pab-
licans and sinners, and yet was far more
pure than those sanctimonious Phari-
sees, whose glory was that they were
separate from their fellow-men.” All
this the model preacher is and does,that
he may find opportunities of usefulness
—that he may win the confidence and
esteem of men, bring them under the
power of the Gospel;.and commend his
Master to their affection.

We must view the model pastor as a
labourer with other pastors. He is en-
tircly above envy and all the little arts
of detraction by whieh narrow-minded
ministers seek to lessen the influence
and damage the reputation of asuccess-
ful neighboring minister. The true
pastor rojoices in all the good. that is
done by his brethren in the ministry.
He is ready te aid and encourage them
in their work, to sympathize with them
in their trials, and to defend their repu-
tation, ' He loves his own church, and
labours specially for the promotion of
its interests ; but his generous sympath-
ies cannot be confined within this parrow
limit. 1f other ministers are accounted

his rivals or superiors, he enters not in-

to the wnholy competition. Ile has

characters, and secure their confidence.-

the noble spirit which prompted
Moses, when urged to forbid the
prophesying of KEldad and Medad.
to say: “ Enviest thou for my sake?
would God that all the Lord’s peo-
ple were . prophets, and that the
Lord would put His spirit upon them.”
Once more, we must see the model
pastor in a conference for religious busi-
ness. Ie .is of mecessity prominent.
His interest in all that pertains to the
kingdom of God, his various know-
ledge, his rich experience, and his
unquestionable influence must bring
him to: the front. He puts o no airs,
assumes no importance, gives his opin-
ions with- modesty, patiently hears all
arguaments and objections against his
views, and yields with. cheerfulness if
they do net prevail. One knoews not
whether more to admire his modesty or
his wisdom, his' arguments or his court-
esy. .

Theerowning excellence of the model !
pastor is, his disinterestedness.. ' He is
exactly the reversé of the persous of
whom Paul wrote: * All seek their
own, not the things which are Jesus
Christ’s.” | Of this class maltitudes ma
be found in the ministry and out of it.
The model pastor sacrifices his own in- |
terests, that he may advance the canse
of Christ. He may presch. for a salary;
but he.would preach witheut it. He
is not oblivions of his ewn interests, but
he holds them in subordination to the.
things of Jesus Christ. Thrice favour-
ed is the church blessed with such . a
worker l—ZLondon Baplist.

Baptism—* Why so much ado P”

AX ESSAY READ BEFORE THE ANNAP-
ornis' County MixisterIAL CoON-
FERENCE,

BY REV. JOHN BROWN,

It is possible that in the light of so
much having been said about Baptism
during the last eight or ten months, and
the large amount of speaking and writ-
ing on the subject, going om more or
less constantly, that the question may
suggest itself even to those who may|
take some part]therein, a8 in all prob-
ability it does' to many who may be
mere observers . *“Why make so mach
ado about Baptism ? The answer to
this question may be various. Let us
hope however that those who contend
fer infant sprinkling on the one hand,
or believer’s baptism on the other, do
not do so from any peculiar love of
controversy for its own sake, which is
to be carefully guarded against, howev-
er much the propensities of some of our
brethren may seem to lean that way.
Let us rather hope that it arises from
'the conviction on the part 8f both Bap-
tist and Pedobaptist, that what they
believe and practice is according to the
Word of God. This being so, they are
under obligation not only to maintain
their own views, but when circum-
stances require, oppose those of the
other ; care being taken as to the motive
by which they are actuated. We do
not contend for immersion of believers,
as opposed to the sprinkling of infants,
because of any supposed virtue in the
ordimance as regards thé salvation of
the person baptized, inasmuch as we
view it as & sign or public profession of
the person being in a state of salvation,
and not as intreducing himinto it, Sal-
vation is not wrought by any rite or
ceremony, however scriptural. “ By
grace are ye saved, through faith, and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God.”

{ WHOLE SERTES, )
Vol. XLI, No.7. )

If a doctrine or principle,is not worth
contending for, it is net worth holding,
However opposite the views held b
contending parties each-should give the
other the credit for candour, honesty,
and sincerity, which he himself would
claim, until the contrary be discovered,
when credit is at once withdrawn, and
a different course pursued. In a court
of law the prisoner is considered inno-
ent till he is proved guilty, how much
more so should that principle prevail
among those who profess to be Chris-
tians ? namely : to consider those who
differ from them to be candid, honest,
and sincere, until the contrary is proved,
and that too without the suspicion that
almost always rests upon a prisoner.

In this world of sin, iniquity and
transgression, in which is found dark-
ness, error, superstition, bigotry,conceit
and pride, it is the Christian’s duty not
only with might and main to fight
against sin in its more flagrant forms,
but.also in any and every torm wheth-
er in himself, in the charch, or the
world ; and the grearer the evil, the
more  strenuously should he contend

Yy | against it. Se long as sin, error, and

false .doctrine exist, it must be allowed
no rest nor peace. There are those
who would never move tongue nor pen
dirgetly and straightly against any par-
ticalar sin in the world, or error in the
church : who prefer peace at any price,
on however rotten a foundation that
peace may rest : who would rather al-
low error to grow, flourish, and bear
its bitter fruit, sooner tham run the
riskof being thought controversial., Yet
to .every soldier in Christ’s army,
whether in the front, or the rear ; the
words of Jehu to Joram's messenger may
be addressed : “ What hast thou to do
with peace.” The Christian like his
Master, must be a man of peace ; but
if we understand the Bible at all, he
must only be at peace with what God
is at peace with ; with all else he must
be at war. * Peace, say we, and that
in rich and sweet abundance, ** be with
all those who -love the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity,” but there is neither
philosophy, wisdom, ner grace in allow-
ing Christian;good will and love to shut
our eyes to what appears erraneous, or
to tie our tomgues to prevent them
speaking against what we conceive to be
wrong. Care however should be taken
that we contend in the same spirit in
which Jesus did ; which spirit, in the
heat of controversy, we are too eoften
in danger of departing from. Christ not
only reproved sin in the world, but also
in his own beloved disciples. Paul his
faithful follower reproved Peter,another
honoured servant; he “withstood him to
the face, for he was to be blamed.”
Paul bardly felt it to be a pleasant
duty, but it was a duty none the less :
80 mow it is not pleasant for us to re-
prove our brethren, when we see what
we believe to be wrong in them, or on
the other hand, for them to re-
prove us for whatseems wrong to them;
but it is a duty nome the less. * We
must critise,” says Dr. Parker, * ex-
pose, refute, smite, love, pity, pray; all
in turn, and occasionally all at ence.

The moral atmosphere will be all
the brighter after the thunders and
lightnings have done their work.”

This may be sufficient by way of
introduction to a few reasons why we
as Baptists contend for believers’ bap-
tism, and oppose the doctrine and prac-
tice of infant sprinkling, as held, taught
and practised by our brethren in Pedo-
baptist churches. We oppose it : —

When  Geod bestows regenerating

1. Because in the Word of God

' grace, he does so direct{z by the Holy ( which we take as our guide in all mat-

Ghost; by means of the Word of Truth ;
not through the medium of men, how-
ever high and exalted the position they
may occupy in the church ; and when-
ever a man having either sprinkled or
baptized an infant or adult declares such
child or adult, therein and thereby, re-
gemerated, he invades the prerogative
of God, and claiws to hilm:lif a power
which aloue belongs to the Maost E&b.
} E‘w to. mm Lfor t’he. M
once (m.:ﬁiy ¢ once for.all) delivered,
to the saints is an imperative duty, and
00, maR, whatever his creed may, ba, if

he beligves that it is according, o txuth,,
m&mmmmm. rett

5

| ters of faith-and practice, we find noth-
| ing whatevereitherby way of command,
' example, or inferemce to .justify it.
' Neither do we find any principle upon
which the practice can by any just
means be founded.

2. The Scriptures teach the baptism
of believers, and we find that only such
a8 professed belief in Christ were bap-
tized ; we therefere conclude that none,
but believers should be baptized now,
and that the Bible forbids the baptism,
of allothers. When Christ commanded,
his disci to baptize such as believed,.
he,. ving such a command, prohibit-.

ed them from baptizing any but believ-
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