
ex- 

Yar- 
 pla- 
30. 

8.05. 

dsor. 
and 
R— 
a 

es. 
day, 
nedi- 

AY. 
1879 

inday 

, Pic. 
laces. 
and 

‘raro. 

from 

c and 

n, and 

1
 | 

LIS 

a
 
4
 

$
 

r
s
 L
~
 

es
. 

0]
 

rd
ay
. 

t,
 

a
n
d
 
S
a
t
u
 

Fr
ei
gh
 

o
n
 

E
s
 
K
X
]
 

w
g
e
’
 

bh
 

A
E
R
A
 

he © 
ve coamaram po cn 

SR . 
A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

\ 

NEW SERIES. ! 

Vol. XXIV., No. 50. 
Halifax, ‘Nova 

Pocky. 
For the Christian Messenger. 

«For other Foundation can no 

There is a sure foundation, 
A well-tried Corner stone ; 

And every age and nation 
May safely build thereon. 

The bulwark wall, salvation, 
Shall evermore remain ; 

Agninst that sure foundation 
The heathen rage in vain. 

Philosophers and sages 
Tn darkness groped their way ; 

Adown the weury ages, 
They led ‘the world astray: 

Strive not, with ceaseless trouble, 

To build, with wood or hay, 

Or like consuming stubble, 

It shall perish in'a day. 

O thou profoundest Mystery ! 

Beyond the whole world’s ken ; 

Unknown to human history, 
Untold by human pen. 

ws. turn to Thee, believing 
he word that Thou hast given; 

And in our hearts receiving 
A sweet foretaste of heaven. 

Halifax, November, 15th, 1879, 
—— BE 

© Relinions. 
For the Christian Messengr. 

The Convention and the Churches’ 

Dear Editor,— 

Bapitsts have never been forward to 

bind men’s consciences. But Baptist 

Churches have found it mecessary as 

well as scriptural to withdraw fellow- 

ship from those who wall according 

mation on which we are to base our 

action in this matter. 

Ncotia, 

hopes of receiving the traditions of the 

Our Home Missions require funds | elders, say, *‘Leok towards the ocean. 

at once. ‘Arrangements are completed | The great bird will ascend and spread 

for placing an additional French Mis- | forth its white wings, That is the 

After repeating at some length their 

Wednesday, December 10, 1879. 

* % * * * * 

{ WHOLE SERIES. 
¥ ‘Yol. XLII, No.50, 

NA BE 

my too partial friends regard as my 

My friend afterward acknowledged | culture and my ability. Many of my 

that he had caused the version of Mr. | best cfforts are not appreciated. And 

Wesley's dilemma to be hung conspic- 

uously in the Vestry of Allhallows, per- | think they see, any falling off, it is 
yet, if at any time the people see, or 

sionary in the field. The obstacles in 

the way ofour conducting Home Mission 
white foreigner bringing you the words 

of your eternal God, It you observe 
haps with the hope that that pbase of wonderful how much complaint there is. 

his character might become helpful to Then again ;—but, after all, perhaps, 

work (in New Brunswick 

been removed. Now the whole field 

or nine years, is at last fulfilled. But 

success... + G. E. Dax. 

Yarmouth, Nov, 27, 1877, 

“> - 

Tor the Christian Messenger. 

Karen Traditions. 

No heathen people has been discov- 

ered possesssifig traditions that corres- 

pond a8 nearly with’ biblical facts as 

the Karens of Burma. Some, on this 

acebunt have been led to suppose them 

descended from ‘the Jews, which does 

fot seem at ‘all improbable. “In refer- 

ence to their origin they 'themselves 

say that their forefathers came from 

the, Notth, crossing in: their journey 

s¢ the river of running sands,” by which 

they mean @ trackless region where 

(he sands rolled before the! winds like 

the waves of the sea, «This is sup: 

posed fo describe: very well the desert 

region between Thivet and China which 

these nomads may have crossed on their 

way to their present abode. : 

Their traditions are now almost un- 

known in Christian villages, but are 

still repeated jor chanted among. the 

have all | the words ot your great God which the 

white foreigners bring to you, you shall 

is under the supervision of one Board. | become acquainted with the 
righteous- 

We wish to thank God that the desire | ness of your God, and be able to dis- 

of our heart, fondly cherished for eight | criminate between
 right and wrong.” | 

Christian teachers have visited the | 

orgamigation however perfect is not en- village refered to and have told them 

ough, The churches must furnish the | that the 4 white foreigne
rs” bave come 

Board with means, and God must give | a8 expected
, but they hesitate to believe. 

his blessing, or the work will not be a | This is'owing in part to their know. 

Yédge of the immorality 'of some white 

any clergyman about to pass from the 

vestry-room, to the pulpit.— Christian 

Advocates, © x. 
-* 

Dr. Philetus Dobbs. 

SIGE 

ON THE USEFULNESS OF MINISTERS’ 

The tacetions Dr. Dobbs gives the 

people,and they do net think Ged would 

commit their expected treasure into such 
hands, Again they knew many Karens 

who have professed Christianity but 

who afterwards became worse than 

before. ‘Thus their traditions have lost, 

to some extent, at least, the power they 

once possessed in preparing them to be- 

come Christians. A 

A poetical fragment respecting the 

lost book is as follows : 

“The palm! leaf book that is written in 

circles, 

written, F : 

The elders drew out the lines in long coils ; 

They became great windin paths 1 

The book of palm leaf that in. civcles is 

readers of the National Baptist a com- 

munication from “A. Pastoréss” in 

which she says :— 

* Your article on “ The Usefulness 

of Wives ” was truly sublime’; it was 

majestic. But was there not a want of 

completeness? Was the usefulness of 

a wife'to the pastor adequhtely recog- 

nized ? True, sir, there was one allu- 

sion, only ‘one, to her ; but does she not 
No sir ; suffer her to 

day to ‘you that T have been a great 

blessing to my husband, ‘How often 

have 1- heard him say : “ My love; 

what should I do without you—or, (he 

has added ‘with a tear) without some 

merit far more ? 

I need mot go through the long cata- 

logue of objections to my present field. 

The practical point is this, I want an- 

other field ; and you are no doubt the 

man whe ean direct me to the very 

field.” But it is proper that I should 

describe'to you the kind of field I want. 

As te the location, I want one in eo 

near a lavge city, where I ean have all 

the literary and social privileges that 

are dear to’ me and my family, and 

where my ehildren can go to the very 

best schools. ~ Yet the location must be 

one where expenses are very light; for 

reasona which I will not detain you by 

enumerating. 
As to salary, I may as well say at 

once that it must be abundant, 86 a8 

to place me above care, and to give me 

a chance to lay up something: 1 say 

nothing about providing for the expen- 

ses of an oceasional European tour, for 

that would be n matter of course, and 

would be outside. Liberal donations 

now and then would also be requisite 

As ‘to culture, the people must be 

highly educated ; yet they must be free 

_ Pastorsand delegates from the churches, 

to sound doctrine. And" it is for the 

church, ‘vot the individual, to decide 

what sound doctrine is We believe 
in the authority and independence of 

the churches, yet it has been found not 

contrary to Scripture and very advan- 

tageous to the cause of religion, for 

churches te unite in forming Associa- 

tions and Conventions. While these 

bodies have ne ecclesiastical authority 

they ought to much influence, 

withingheir bounds at'least. Composed 

as they are either of churches or of 

their doings should command the re- 

spect of all the churches that are in 

any way connected with them. If this 

is not to be the case it is useless to 

spend time and money to attend 

their sessions. And as in all our dem- 

ocratic institutions the majority must 

rule, the action bf the majority is to be 

considered the action of the Society. 

At the meeting of the Baptist Conven. 

tién of the Maritime Provinces, held at 

Truro, in August last, a financial 

scheme was carefuly prepared by a 

committee and adopted by a large ma- 

jority of the Convention. 

seemed to commend 
that spoke on the subject. The only 

questions that were raised, were,— 

“Are we prepared for it?” * Can it 

be made a success?” Probably no one 

will deny that the various enterprises 

of the demomination need the amount 

contemplated by this scheme. All will 

be ready to admit, we presume, that 

the amount can be raised, and will 

be raised, if the Pastors and leading 

brethren of the churches will take hold 

The scheme" 
itself to all 

heathen, and handed down from gener- 

ation ge generation. Their tradition of 

the. Fallas expressed in the following 

SLANZAS i 

« Anciently God commanded, but Satan ap: 

peared bringing destruction, 

Formerly God commanded, but Satan ap- 
peared deceiving unto death, 

The woman Ea, and the man Thai-nai 

pleased not the eye of the dragon, 

The persons of E-u and Tha-nai pleased not 

the mind of the dragon, 

The dragon looked on them,—the dragon 

beguiled the woman and Tha-naa, 

How is this said to have happened ? 

The great dragon succeeded in deceiving— 

deceiving unto death. 

How do they say it was done ? 

A yellow fruit took the great dragon, and 

gave to the children of God ; 

A white fruit took the great dragon, and 

gave to the daughter and son of God. 

They transgressed the commands of God 

and God turned his face from them, 

They trangressed the commands of God and 

God turned away from them, 

They kept not all the words of God—were 

deceived, deceived unto sickness, 

They kept not all the law of God,—were 

deceived, deceived unto death,” 

In regard to the great Evil Being, 

the Tempter, they say :—~ 

“ Satan at first was just; 

But afterwards transgressed the Word . o
f 

| Satan at first was divine, 

But afterwards broke the Word of God; 

God drove him out and lashed him from h
is 

place; 
He tempted the holy daughter of God, 

God lashed him with whips from his pres- 

ence,” 

Their tradition respecting the lost 

books which the * white foreigner” 

of the matter with earnestness and with ceive the gospel, still exists among the 

a determination to make it a success. heathen. 

Inasmuch as the Convention adopt 

this scheme, and the cause of God bot 

in our midst and on the Foreign field 

needs the amount it aims to raise, we 
rs of the churches | tion, ** children and 

Karens had books perfect like other 

or monthly, and see to it that an amount people. But they did not take care of 

is raised equal to one dollar per head their books and therefore lost them. 
When they Jost their beoks, they. lost 

- | their knowledge of AY when they | my concern and said, * Pray 
of is’ the matter 7” 1 replied, “1 — 

att- 

do hope that the pasto 
will have collections made quarterly 

of the entire membership 
churches under their care. ‘I'he Gran 

ville Street Church, Halifax, have sen 
in their pledge to raise such an amount. 

The ittea. . are confident that | The younger brother became an ene- 

will be secured. = Let other | my, the : | 

churches send in their pledges as seen they lived in hostility, the more degrad 

as The Finance Committee | ed they became, the moe 

want to know whether an will be | they became, the = they evil, preached extempore with great pm 

" necessary or mot ; and, if one is need- | the more did evil, the more severe | to myself and acceptance to the peo- 

ed, where his labours will be were the ju ts of God, gfifictiog , and have never since taken a writ- 

The churches must give us the them with and death” ten sermon with me into the pulpit.” 

of the 

ergui district there is a * 
¢ ” as they say, who repeats to them 

rom time to time what the elders 

bave taught from generation to genera- | in this church, I remember it from 

particular circumstance, 1 came without 

a sermon, and going up the pulpit stairs 

1 hesitated,and returned into the Vestry 

ander much mental confusion and agi- 

tation. A woman who stood by, noticed 
sir, ‘what 

t | lost. their knowledge 

was to restore to them, and which grievous.” 

seemed to huve prepared them to re- | very large. 

While Mr. Wesley, then in his eighty- | one reply : “ My wile has never been 

In one large village in the | sixth year, was putting on his gown in | happy bere ; you
 know she is a person 

od teach- | the Vestry, he said to Mr. Thomas | of a great deal of culture ; she does so 

Letts, a steward of the charity, * Its 

about fifty years, sir, since I preached | health |” 

graud- children, the 

- they could 

uo longer live in peace with each other. | not brough 
ing her hand on my shoulder, she said, 

« 1s that all ? cannot you trust God for 
older brother a foe. The more 

«- | a sermon 7” The quan hud sath. 

The letters of the palm leaf books, 

Teach ancient wonders ; 
The letters of the palm leaf books 
Show wonders of antiquity. 
God sent us the book of skins ; 

Tt is ut the feet of the king of Hades 

father nor. mother, 

Enabling every one to instruct himself, 

Is at the feet of the king of Hades, 

The book of one-sided letters, of letters 

. many, 1 

All men could not read.” 1 

They praise the * book as 

teaching more importantmat the 

book of palm leat, the latter only treat- 

ing of things that make men wonder. 

Parchment is unknown among all these 

Tudian tribes, and it would appear from 

the above that they must at one time 

bave had some knowledge of the mater- 

ials used by more western nations. 

What more natural tham that they 

were of the Old Testament 

Scriptures ? H. M. 
Tavoy, Burma, 

» 

For the Christian Messenger. 

How Wesley came to give up 

Reading Sermons. 

A visitor to Allballows Church 

writes the following :— 

“ But an object of some ial in- 

read as follows :— 

ALLHALLOWS CHURCH, LOMBARD 

STREET, LONDON. 

t a sermon with me.” 

effect upon me that I ascended the 

The book of one sided letters, the letters ten, Him
. 

preached a sermon on 

tion of Our Mothers-in-law in Heaven.” 

The congregation was not very large; They 

one in your place.” “How feelingly he 
| 

prayed at the fonéral of a minister's from conceit and must’ at all times 

wife that"® oar ‘dear ‘brother might be | Dé’ ready to look
 up to their pastor. 

sustained, and that Providence might Nor must they by reason of their cul 

soon repair the loss, ‘or enable the | ture make extravagant demands on 

God sent us the book tbat has neither brother to repair thé’ loss for himself” | him.
 

- 1 have been, I say, a great help to 
For example, sometime ago he | elevate

d type. The rich men, for 

« The Recogni- | of course there will be, must not "be 

Piety there must be, and ofa very 

selfish or ostentatjous. worldly; or 
always to bear must be ready 

terest was discovered in the Vestry® * 

In a neat gilt frame, hanging opposite 

the door, was a little serap of the per- 

sonal history of Mr. Wesley, and it 

during 

than" ome 

love wouldn't you like to hear that ser- 

mon again 7” “ Oh certainly,” said I. 

« I understand then that you request 

me to repeat it?” «O certainly.” “I 

thank you, my love. What a help-meet 

you are.” So, on Sunday morning, he 

said. I have been specially requested 

to repeat the sermon preached last Sun- 

day morning ; accordingly, this evening 

I will,” etc., ete. Indeed I couldn’t 

tell you how many times he * has been 

requested ” in the same way. 

Then, at one time, things did not go 

very well in the church. It was pretty 

evident that there was trouble ahead. 

Just at that time I had the mumps ; my 

busband promptly resigned, stating that 

his wife’s health, ete.; and then some 

resolutions were passed, beginning: 

« Whereas our beloved pastor, in con- 

sequence of his wife's impaired state 

of health has tendered his resignattion,” 

ete. These resolutions were prepared 

by him, but I copied them. And indeed 

I could not tell you how many resolu- 

tions and commendatory paragraphs I 

—
 
—
 

On Sunday, Dec. 28th, 1788, two | have written or copied, so as to enable 

sermons were preached in this parish | him'to say with truth that he did got 

Church for the benefit of forty-eight | write them. 

poor children belonging to the St. Etbel- 

berga Society —that in the morning by 

the Rev. George Patrick, L. L. B. | was so fortunate as to be called to a 

and that in the afternoon by Rev. Jno. | “ larger field” in a city. 

Wesley, M. A., from the words in the | inquired what he was going te do in the 

service, * His commandments are not | matter, ‘o all who urged him not to 

The congregation was | leave the feeble band, and not be in- 

On another occasion, my husband 

while laboring with a struggling church, 

To all who 

finenced by the salary question, he had 

until the vacancy should be filled.” 

he describes, as follows : 

1 find, 
| not present a § 

ON CHANGING A PASTORATE AND P
AS- 

TORTS LER, AND ORE REPLY. yet mot in the least vain of his learning; 

On another occasion Dr. Dobbs reé- | we want him to be very profound in 

ceives two letters, Oue of them from the his thoughts, 

Rev. A. Humblemind, wishing for a children will not: filil to understand 

change in his pastorate, and wishing 

Dr. D. to mention his name toa ——— pulpit on Sunday, to the Wednesday 

sir, that thechurch in Bumble- | lecture, and the 
ere suit- | son to the 

the following week he was their full share, yet/ without ever 

driven, and could not write more claiming pre-eminence. The deacons 

se preparation. Toward the must be men of exce 

dose of the week, he said to me: “ My yet modest, always sul y deferring ‘to 

their pastor. The women must be free 

from all love of display; they must 

never indulge in idle conversation ; they 

must be exemplars of all the graces of 

the gospel alike at home and abroad. 

Socially 1 wish that the church 

should occupy ahigh position ; yet with- 
out being lifted up. I should wish the 

people always to welcome me to their 

homes, yet never to eomplain, if I am 

so buried in my studies as not to be 

able to visit. 

The other letter is from the deacons 

of the church of which he, Rev. A. 

Humble-Mind is at presentpastor, but 

as they expect he will soon be leaving, 

they wish Dr. D.toaid them in gett- 

ing a new minister and mention some 

of the characteristics of one who weuld 

suit them. They say :— 

We want a man who will not be con- 

cerned about salary, a man who 

preaches for souls, a man who can say 

with the Apostle Paul, (would that he 

were still on earth!): “I seek not 

yours, but you.” We really cannot 

bear to have a man looking as ‘though 

his salary was not large enough, and 

feeling badly if it is not paid when’ it 

is due. 

! 

we should wish the minister to live in 

proper style, so that we should not be 

ashamed of him or his house or his 

family. We wish the minister and 

his wife always to have the house in or- 

der for visitors who may need enter- 

tainment. And we want his wife to 

enjoy refined society ; and besides, her arrange her matters so that she can 

Yes, sir; 1 proudly and | vist a 

fondly believe that 1 have been a great the female prayer-meeting, the mission- 

blessing to my husband. I really feel | ary meeting and the benevolent sew
ing 

that he would miss me sorely—at least 

good deal, and always conduct 

society, as well as represent the church 

on all the boards and union associatiors 

of the town. 
The minister must be a learned man, 

yet so simple that the 

him. 
He must always de justice fo the 

lecture, and the preparatory 

explanation of the les- 

teachers, and to the Pastor's 

evening 

po grog ‘temperament to what Biblejclass ; at the same time welare 

{ 

The town is quite high-toned ; and-—— 


