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Biblc Liossons for 1879. 

SUNDAY, December 21st, 1879.— 
The Last Words.— Rev. xxii. 10-21. 

Commit To Memory : Verses 16-21. 

GorLpex Text.—“ The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.”—Rav xxii. 21. 

Day ReapiNgs. —Monday, Rev. xxii. 
Tuesday, vs. 11; Galatians vi. 1-10, 
Wednesday, vs. 12; Romans ii. 1-11. 
Thursday, vs. 12; Matt. xxv. 31-46. 
Friday, vs. 14; Matt. vii. 21-39. Satur- 
day, vs. 16 ; Isaiah xi. Sunday, v. 17; 
John vi. 35-40. 

Lesson Qurnise.—I. Permanence of 
moral condition. Vss. 10, 11. II. Equity 
of rewards, Vss. 12, 13. IIL. The con- 
trasts. Ves. 14, 15. IV. The different 
heralds. Vss. 16, 17. V. Completeness 

Vss. 18, 19. VI. Pro. of inspiration. 
mige prayer. Vass. 20, 21, 

wr 

QuesTioNs.—Of what city did our last 
lesson speak ? What was said about it 
that you remember ? 

I. Vss. 10, 11.—~Why does the angel 
say ‘“‘seal not?" What time is said to 
be “at hand ?* With what saying. of 
Paul is this in harmony ? Gal. vi. 7. 

II. Vss. 12, 13.—How are the final re- 
wards to be made? How can sdlvation 
for all this be wholly of grace? Comp. 
Eph. ii. 8. 

III. Vast 14, 15.—What is the blessing 
of Christian obedience? Of what is the 
“tree of life” symbolic? Who are 
symbolized by “ dogs ?” What is meant 
by making a lie ? 

IV. Vas. 16, 17.—How is Jesus the 
root and offspring of David ? Isa. xi. 1. 
How a morning star ? Num. xxiv. 17 : 
2 Peter i. 19. Who may say to sinners 
“Come ?” Why need no one despair of 
salvation ? 

V. Vss. 18, 19.—What is the teaching 
of these verses on inspiration? How 
should the Bible be treated ? 

VI. Ves. 20, 21.—What is the last 
promise of the Bible? What is the last 
prayer of the Bible ? 

A seven years’ course of International 
Lessons ends with the present one, The 
form of evangelical doctrine becaus 

hered to, and it is hoped the life of 
thousands upon thousand has been im- 
proved. Light, in spite of much dark- 
ness, grows daily in the world; and 
truth toils oward. 

A solemn period of the year, and a 
solemn lesson. The closing words of 
the glorified Jesus, till he comes. 
I Words of Warning (vss. 10 13.) 
1. To read and keep ** the sayings of 

the prophecy of this book.” (i. 3; xxii. | 
7.) Hence they are unsealed, open— | 
that we may study them. : 

2. To remember that our time is short. 
“The time is at hand.” 

| the disciple. 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. DECEMBER 10, 1x79, 
| to John in vision (See xxi. 9), but now, 
though the change has not been noted, 

| Jesus himself speaks, (vs. 16). The 
| solemnity of this final message made 
this charge specially fit and is itself 
made specially impressive by the change. 
Seal not the words, etc. The sealing of 

thority to a subordinate, was done only 
when the instructions were not of pres 
ent utility, but for future use. See Dan. 
xii. 4,9. But the church in John’s day 
was already in “the last times,” and 
the revealed course of events was that 
in which he and his readers were actors, 
and in which we also are actors. For 
the time is at hand, [near.] The time 
of the final issue of events, as the verses 
following seem to make clear in God's 
way of reckoning, that last day also was 
itself theu “at hand,” and the whole 
‘succession of centuries and millennia 
were as but a day. 

Verse 11.—He that is unjust, etc,— 
Injustice or unrighteousness, when dis- 
tinguished from unholiness [filthiness], 
is sin in its manifestation toward our 
fellow-men as distinguished from its 
God-ward relation, The doctrine here 
is that we are now forming characters, 
and that the issue is to be changeless 
Jizity. The words carry us to the issue 
of probation, in eternal sin as eternal 
judgment. Comp. Matt. xxv. 44. 

Verse 12.—And behold I come quickly. 
A-vindication of his saints and judgment 
upon sin, My reward. It is Christ's to 
execute judgment—he is King. 7% give 
every man, ete. Mark here the univer. 
sality, the separate individuality, the 
personal responsibility, io unerring 
equity. Saints stand, not All on a level 
of equal reward, though all are saved. 

Verse 13.—I am Alpha, etc.—Behold 
Christ's solemn, formal claim and self 
assersion as to his possession of the in- 
communicable attributes of Deity. If 
the claim be true, he can be our final 
Judge. If the claim be not true, Christ 
is a blasphemer. “Jesus in the history 
talks exactly like Jesus in the vision. 
And, be sure, in both it is Jesus, not 

Verse 14.— They that do kis command- 
ments. Another reading of very high 
authority gives they that wash their 
robes, viz. : in Christ's blood they only 
who are thus washed “ do his command- 
ments. Have right to the tree of life. 
God gives the tree of life to his saints. 

Verse 15.—For without, etc.—Dogs 
were the scavengers of éastern cities, 
going about to eat up the wretched 
filth. 

Present Opportunities. Verses 16.21. 
Verse 16.—1 Jesus.—Reminding us of 

his promise, “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” Mine 
angel. Claiming authority over angels 
as his ministers. Heb. i. In the church 

3. Our characters are forming Jor | 
eternity. (Vs. 11). Our moral condi- | 
tion, at Christ's coming, fixed and un- | 
changeable —* filthy still | “ holy still.” | 

4. The’ Rewarder will soon be here. 
(Ve. 12). Now, wheat and tares grow 
together. 

9. He is omnipotent. (Ve. 13). No | 
appeal from his decision, who is * first 
and last.” 

II. Words of Blessing (vss. 14-16. 
1. Who are blessed? The doers of | 

the word. 

2. The blessing. A “right to the | 
tree of life "—a right forfeited by Adam 
on account of sin (Gen. iii. 22). 

III. Words of Invitation (vss. 17-19). 
How full, how earnest. 

1. Who invite? The Holy Spirit, the 
Church, and all who hear ; “every Chris- 
tian. 

2. The invitation. *“ Come.” 
3. The invited. Those “ athirst,” and 

“ whosoever will.” 
4. To what invited. 

water of life.” 
IV. Words of Hope. (vs. 20.)—Thg, 

last promise, which is the great hope of 
the Church—Christ’s speedy coming. 
The last prayer, -which is, that Christ 
may come. 

V. 4 closing Benediction (ys. 21).~ 
The Bible ends with words of grace and 
blessing from a crucified and risen 
Saviour, manifested in redemption. 

“Freely, to the 

ExrositioN.—Qur lesson treats Jirst of 
the impending judgment (vss. 10-15), 
and second of present opportunity (vas, 
16-21.) 

Inpending Judgment. Verses 10.15. 
Verse 10.—4nd he saith unio me, ete. 

~—From verse 9 it appears that before 

es. His churches are thus still in his 
loving care. I am the root, etc. The 
reference is to Christ's kingly character, 
and so fits the gémmection. The bright 
and merning star. Bringing in eternal 
day. 

Verse 17.— The Spirit and the Bride. 
—The Bible is Christ's disciples, as the 
church of the present, destined to be- 
come a Bride at the Lord's coming: The 
Spirit dwells in the Bride, and speaks 
through her. Come. Addressed to the 
world, and is an invitation to repent, 
believe on Christ, and so become true 
members of the true church, incorpor- 
ate in the Bride herself, 

Verses 18, 19.— For I testify, elc.— 
These two verses show Christ's estimate 
of his revelation, and how he wishes us 
to value and treat it. “The words of 
the prophecy of this book,” refers, 
doubtless, immediately to this book: 
Revelation. : 

Verse 20.—Surely I come quickly. —A 
word of faith, t0' counterbalance’ the 
probabilities as gathered sight. Amen. 

jen so, come Lo The “ amen” 
put into another and Haller form. 

SeT— 

Torios.— (1) Phe fizedness of the 
future state.—There Will presently be an 
end of all human probation, God waits, 
with great longsuffering ; but there is a 
limit, and when once it is passed, man’s 
doom is sealed. “Given over,” and 
given up, the “ lasthope is quenched 
in an eternal night, 
This is God's sentence, and it is irve- 

versible—even as we are taught in the 
parableof the Rich Man and Lazarus 

a communication, given by one in au.‘ 

py 18. And to what sea did Christ say, 

ment," and the word “eternal” the 
“life "~—~but in the original, the very 
same word is used in both cases, and 
the very same thing is manifestly meant. 
(2.) The distribution of rewards at 

‘Christ's coming.— He promises to give 
to every man according as his work 
shall be.” Some shall have an abundant 
entrance, and others that escape by the 
skin of their teeth—* saved so as by 
fire.” 

(3.) The closing invitation.—God, at 
divers times, and in divers ways, had 
spoken to the fathers by the prophets. 

(4.) The elosing malediction.—“Search 
the Scriptures,” says our Saviour, “for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of me.” 
These are God's words. Devoutly let 

us ponder them, obediently let us fol- 
low them, faithfully let us teach them. 

For the Teacher of the Primary 
Class. 

Review the things which are seen 
within the heavenly city. Then print 
the words Wiraiy, Wrraovur, and write 
in two columns those who are found in 
these two places. 

Wirsx. | K . 
Jesus, ] 
Saints, Filthy, 
Angels, Dogs (or impure), 
Holy, Murderers, 
Righteous, Idolators, 
They that do his Liars, 
Commandments. All evil-doers. 
None are shut out of heaven but those 

who are unfit to enter. Urge them to 
change while there is time ; for they do 
not know how soon Jesus will come, and 
then it will be too late; for every one 
will remain just as he finds them. 
—Abridged from the Baptist Teacher. 

Honths’ Department. 
& 

Answer to Enigma. 

No. 49. 

The letter ID. 

ANSWERS TO CURIOUS QUESTIONS. 

No. 15. One cat would kill one rat in 3 
minutes, 33} in a hundred 
minutes. A hundred cats would 
therefore kill 3333 rats, in one 
‘hundred minutes. 

16. When Elisha caused the axe- 
head toswim. 2 Kings vi. 6. 

Enigma, 

No. 50. 
1. Where stayed St. Paul until his vow 

was paid ? 
2. Who fell into the snare for others 

laid ? 
Whose counsel wise did Absalom 

disdain? 
Who watched the bodies of her sons 

when slain ? 
Who aided David to regain his wife ? 
What woman much beloved was 

raised to life ? 
- What was by Saul for Jabesh-gilead 

sent ? 
+ Where were the youthful days of 

Jesus spent ? 
9. Who for her country’s sake adven- 

tured all ? 
10. And who scorned to obey her hus- 

band’s call ? 
11. Whose worthless children perished 

by the sword ? 
12. And who give heed unto their 

father’s word ? 
13. With whom did Felix leave the 

apostles bound ? 
14. Who buried stolen garments in the 

ground ? KP io 
15. Who meditated in the eventide? * 
16. Who in his travels did with Paul 

abide ? 
17. What king of Moab did Judge Ehud 

kill ? 
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“ Peace, be still "? 
19. Where was the rock whence living 

waters flowed, 
To cheer desponding Israel on their 

read ? 

Iu the igitials from the lines above, 
A beavenly virtue is displayed, 

Which, as its source is in the God of love, 
Will last. when other graces all do fade. 

— Selected. 

CURIOUS QUESTIONS. : 
No. 17. What king a ted sin 

unto the Lord a before 
his army. 

18. Where in the Bible are boys and 
girls at play made a sign of 
prosperity. 

‘everlasting’. qualifies. the “ punish. | The Orphans, 

“ Are you asleep, Susie ?” whispered 
a half sobbing voice, coming from a sor- 
rowful looking boy, as he bent over his 
sister's bed. 
“No, Benny; what's the matter ; 

does it hurt you yet where he whipped 
you?" 

“Yes, awfully; and I'm so hungry. 
He wouldn't give me any supper. I'll 
tell you I won't stand it; I'm going to 
run away." 

“And leave me, Benny? 1 should 
die in this old poor-house alone ;" and 
Sue raised herself in the bed, and looked 
mournfully out of the large window. 

‘ Let’s run away together! Wouldn't 
it be nice if it was Summer? Then we 
could go away off in the woods, where 
nobody could find us, and pick berries 
and nuts to eat, and have a splendid 
time.” = 

“ Hush, Benny ; talk low, or you will 
wake up some of the others. You know 
it isn't Summer, and we would freeze 
and starve to death if we left here 
now !” 

“I'd rather freeze to death than to be 
treated as I am ; and I am about starved 
now,” replied Benny, half crying. 

“I'll tell you, Benny. My teacher 
told us last Sunday * that everything 
belonged to God ;' and she told us once, 
if we prayed real earnest he would 
answer our prayers.” 

“Don’t you think, Susie,” interrupted 
Benny, looking wistfully out at the clear 
blue sky, lighted by myriads of bright 
stars, “ that that big dipper up there is 
where God keeps all his good things, 
like nice cakes, and pies, and honey 7” 
“Oh, no! of course he don't ; but I 

think he keeps his money in it; and 
perhaps if we pray to him very hard he 
will just drop us down some. Then we 
could do just as we wanted to, and have 
everything we pleased. I should have 
lots of dolls, and little carriages, and 
dishes, and you a dog, and some tools, 
and a sled, and——O Benny, let's kneel 
right down and pray this minute I” 
Down went four little knees, clasped 

were four little hands, closed were four 
little eyes, and earnestly moved four 
little lips. God listened to their peti- 
tion, and answered it in his own wise 
way. 

After their prayer was said they crept 
softly to the window and looked anx- 
iously up at the great dipper in the sky. 
Suddenly they clasped each other's 
hands, and Susie ‘whispered joyfully, 
“He did hear us! He did hear us! 
He did hear us!! I saw something 
bright fall right on that big stone house 
over there.” 

“I guess he didn't drop it “ zackly 
straight, or else the wind blew if away 
a little,” said Benny. “ How shill we 
ever get iL 7’ 

“ We'll have to wait till morning, and 
sly off some way and just tell the folks 
that live there all abeut it, and ask 
them to let us go up and get it. We must 
80 to bed now, though, so we can get up 
real early ; and I'll tell you, Benny, may 
be we won't ever sleep in this old poor- 
house again,” said Susie, as she kissed 
him good-night. 

Mr. Herman Rock, the owner of the 
“ big stone house,” was a soured, dese- 
late old man. Once he had been differ- 
ent, when his sweet wife and child were 
alive, but since their death he had 
grown crusty and miserly. 
were rather afraid of hima and left Him" 
mostly to himself apd his maiden Lister, 
who kept house for him and was his only 
friend and companion. ©n the morning 
following the beginning of this story, as 
Mr. Rock and his sister Celia were 
taking their morning meal in their great 
clean kitchen, there came a timid knock 
at the door, and on opening it who 

Susie and Benny from the poorhouse 
The children bosh seemed very m 
frightened at but soon Susie stim- 
moned up courage and related her story, 

bright thing they saw fall on the 

e thought: “There will 
( outin t them,” 

So Rope is asbonishment, it seemed. as 

should appear before them but little ¢ 

about their lonely condition —how they | Th 
were abused, their prayer, and 

“Give them some breakfy tk; then 
come into the sitting roow,” coh mand. 
ed Mr. Rock, in a hoarse voice, as he 
left the room, gi Cty" Celia Rock knew by the changed look 
and excited appearance of her brother 
that something uncommon was about to occur, but she Was not prepared for 
what happened when she came before 
him, 

“Celia Rock,” said he, walking hur. 
riedly across the room,” you and I have 
shut out the sunlight from our lives 
long enough ; we have locked up our 
talents long enough; we have hid away 
our gold long enough. Let us now undo 
the shutters and let in the sunlight ; 
unfasten the rusty bolts that bar in. our 
talents and improve them ; dig up our gold and make use of it, that we may 
be as dippers, full of good things, in 
God's hand to drop blessings and com* 
forts to his little children,” 
So Susie and Bennie did find the gift God sent them—not in a bundle of gold 

on the top of Mr. Rock's house, as they had expected, but in a pleasant home inside. And when in after years they 
prayed for blessings, which seemed so bright, they added trustingly —remem- 
bering the past— Answer, Father, in 
thine own way."— Northern Advocate. 
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' The Right Company. 

4 + BY REV. 0, H. SPURGEON. 
have read of one who dreamed when 

in great distress of mind about his re- 
ligious state. He thought he stood in 
the outer court of heaven, and saw a 
glorious host marching up, singing sweet hymns, and bearing the banners of vic* 
tory; they passed by him through the 
gate, and when they vanished, he heard - 
in the distance sweet strains of music. 
* Who are they ?” he asked. 
“They are the goodly fellowship of 

the prophets, who have gone to be with God.” { 

And he heaved a deep sigh as he said, 
“Alas! I am not one of them, and never shall be, and I cannot enter 
there,” : : 

By-and-by, there came another band, 
equally lovely in appearance,and equally triumphant, and robed in white. They passed within the portals, and again 
were heard shouts of welcome within. 
“ Who are they ?” 
“They are the goodly 

the apostles." 
“Alas!” he said, « 

that fellowship, 
there.” 
He still waited and lingered,in the hope 

that he might yet £0 in; but the next 
multitude did net encourage him, for 
they ware the noble army of martyrs, 
He could not g 0 with them, nor wave 
their palm-branches. He waited still, 
and saw that the next was a company of godly ministers and officers of Christian churches ; but he could not go with 
them. At last, as he walked, he saw a 
larger host than all the rest put together, marching and singing most melodiously, 
and in front walked the woman that was 
a sinner; and the thief that died upon 
the cross hard by the Saviour ; and he 
looked long, and saw there such as 
Manasseh and the like ; and when they 
entered he “could see who they were, 

be no 

fellowship of 

I belong not te 
and I cannot enter 

il all heaven was Teqt with sevenfold 
ts. as they. passed in. And the 

angels said to him: “ These are th 
that'ere mighty sinners, saved by mighty 
grace. And then he said : “ Blessed 

) £0 in with them.” 
he a%oke. 

If Xmas day on Thursday be, 
A windy winter a shall see 

weather in each wee 
tempests strong and thick , e summer shall be and dry, Corn and beasts shall multiply ; That year is good for lands to till. 


