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Watching the Ebb,

A CAROL BEFORE CITRISTMAS,

“ The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
memf.’,

‘“ He is able to make all grace abound
towards you.” :

“To do good and comprsunicate forget

not.”
“Je the Bpirit ‘of the I rightened ?”
“ Have youseen Old <’ treat, giving
up foot by foot the shin ¢ sand, the
mud, the rocks, till perhan % ebbed out

a mile or more, and left. . dveary expanse
where once all was alive with leaping waters ?
This is the emblem of reverses, failure of re-
sources, aad decline. Who can quietly sur-
vey such a scene, his own work being the
subjectot it? We have been watching the
ebb, so far as our funds go for the various
enterprizes. . . . Ebb!ebb!ebb! What
will come of it ?"—Rev, C. H. Spurceox.
Why should he have to watch the ebb!

God’s ocean is the same ;
Its flowing streams can know no ebb,

Deep, full as His own name.

Oh, ye around whosé path they flow,

Deep, plenteous, and serene,
When will ye wake to other’s woe,
When will ye cease to dream ?

Ah, rich men often say they’re poor,
With thousands at their back,

Send God’s own servants from their door,
Then say that God is slack.

Oh, sirs ! what will you say at last,
When God’s white throne appears,

1f One should say, “ In yonder blast
You scorned My cries and tears ;

“You let My servants mourn the ¢bb,
Which only showed your clay,

Your heart ensnared by Satan’s web
Your love, not Mine, away !

“ You said the tide was very low,
With plenty in your store :

My claim through Mine would not allow,
Though misery pressed them sore ?”’

And shall we live and act this lie.
Beneath the throne of God ?

Can we escape His searching eye,
The anger of His rod ?

God ne’er has failed His creatures need,
More than enough is given

To fill and flood the earth, indeed,
And make it blest as heaven,

Oh, rich men, let our God be true,
His ocean’s full, you know ;

Arise and let it burst to view,
Oh, let its streams now flow.

: W. PooLe BALFERN.
Brighton.
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For the Christian Messenger.
Review. :
L

THE LIFE AND WORK OF ST. PAUL,
BY F. W. FARRAR, D. D, CANON
OF WESTMINSTER, AND ORDINARY
CHAPLAIN TO THE QUEEN, 2 VOLS,
OCTAVO, pp. 678, 629.

Canon Farrar has attained a high
reputation as a-learned man. In addi-
tion to Latin and Breek classics, he is
well versed in the Ancient Oriental
languages and quotes the Jewish Tal-
mud. He is at home among the
Fathers of the Church. He is familiar
with German, French and Italian. His
library is well stored with the best
books on all subjects, which he knows
bow to use with admirable skill. Few
authors are so well equipped for their
work, and few have gained such exten-
sive popularity. His * Life of Christ ”
18 & book for all denominations, it is
now worthily. followed by “ The Life
and Work of St. Paul.”

The Author gives the following aec-
count of his plan and purpose :—

and even of the special significance of
its books. I theught, then,
thatif Icould in any degree render each
of t! istles, more theroughly famil-
iar, either in their general aspect or in
their special particulars, I should be

dering some service—however hum-
ble to the Church of God.

With this objeet it would have been
useless wonely to re-translate the
Episties. To do this, and to append
notes to more difficult expressions,
wounld ha#e beena very old, and a com-

ively easy task. But to make
the Epistleés an integral part of jthe life
—to put the reader in the position of
those to whom the Epistles were first
read in the infant communities of Mace-
donia and Proconsular-Asia, was a
method at onze less frequently attempt-
ed, and more immediately ssary. I
wish above all to mske the\ Epistles
comprehensible and real. On \this ac-
count I have constantly deviated from
the English version. Of the merits of
that version, its incomparable force and
melody, it would be impossible to speak
with"06 much reverence, and it only
requires the removal of errors which
were inevitable to the age in which it
was executed, to muke it as nearly per-
fect as any work of man can be. But
our very familiarity with it is o‘ten a
barrier to our due understanding of
many passages; for “ words,” it has
been truly said, *‘ when often repeated,
do ossify the very organsot intelligence.”
My objeet in translating without refer-
ence to the honoured phrases of our
English Bible has expressly been, not
only te correct where correction“éqa
required, but also to brighten the edge
of expressions which time has duolled,
and te reproduce, as closely as possible,
the t force and form of the original,
ovvx“ : : m'fres'-
pression and unfinished clauses, which
are rightly modified in versions intend-
ed for publicjreading. To aim in these
renderings at rhythm or grace of style
has been far from my intention. 1 have
simply tried to adopt the best reading,
to give its due force to each expression
tense and particle, and to represent as
exactly as is at all compatible with
English idiom what St. Paul meant
in the very way in which he said it.

With the same object, 1 have avoid-
ed wearying the reader with those in-
terminable discussions of often unimpor-
tant minutize— those endless refutations
of impessible hypotheses—those ex-
haustive cataloguesof urtenable explan-
ations which encumber so many of our
Biblical commentarien. Both as to
mdmf. renderings, and explana-
tions, I have given at least a defin-
ite conclusion, and indicated as briefl
and comprehensively as possible the
grounds on which it is formed.”

Canon Farrar reckons thirteen
Epistles only as Paul's. The Epistle to
the Hebrews is assigned by him to
Apolios- This wes the opinion of
Origen in the third century. We can-
mot accept it however ; the sublimities
and unection of this glorious epistle
cannot be fitly ascribed to any man
who was not ized as a member of
the inspired band of holy men, “ whe
o(gcka as they were moved by the Holy

host.”

As might have been expected, the
authority of manuseripts and versions
is duly regarded, and such alterations
suggested in our received text as Bib-
lical critics have generully agreed to be

moo thinks with the majority

of competent judges that the Epistle
known by name as the Epistle to the
i was not written to that
Church, but was a circular, copies of
which were entrusted to the messengers
who left one_with each Churchinamed
: e e led %p the

'

the Epistles of the great Apostle to the
Gentiles. These chapters comprise
solid exposition, wholesome doctrine,
sound reasoning and pious disquisitions.
But they must not be slurred over, or
read as the last tale of the season is
hurriedly disposed of. They must be
studied—closely studied. If the read-
er now and then meets witha hard sen-
tence, or an expression of opinion differ-
ent from his own let him not be dis-
heartened, or lay down the book un.
finished, read it threugh—and not only

digest.” Your soul’s healthand strength
will be improved by it,and your capa-
city . for usefulness greatly increased.
Canon Farrar will not make you an
Episcopalian, but his object will be
gained if you become under his teach-
ing, a more learned and hely Christian.

There has been a revival of
activityamong the clergy of the Church
of England within the last forty years.
TWE writer remmembers some rectors
and vicars of the old type. It is to be
hoped there are but few left. Among
their successors there are some d
sticks, and some tinkling eymbals, and
some pragmatics, as there are in all
denominations. But thereare numbers
of men whom the Lord has called into
His work and trained them for it by
His Holy Spirit. There are bright
times in reserve for the Chureh of God.
As the Church becomes more unmis-
takeably Pauline it will bless and con-
quer the world.

It is to be deplored that there are so
many blanks in the Apostle’s life, and
that there are no materials to fill them
up. Legends abound. fanciful and
false, but solid history is wanting. We
know very little of the life of the great

be obtained, all that we know is ex-

pressed in the following paragraph, page
577, vol. 2:

“ Accompanied by the centurion and
the soldiers who were to see him exe-
cuted, be left Rome by the gate mow

. called by his mame. Near that gate,

close beside the English cemetery,
stands the pyramid of C. Cestius, and
under its shadow lie buried the mortal
remains of Keats and Shelley, and
of many who have left behind them be-
loved- or famous names. Yet even
amid.those touching memorials the trav-
elerwillturn with deeper interest to the
old pyramid, because it was one of the
last objects on which rested the eyes
of Paul. For nearly three miles the
sad procession walked ; and doubtless
the dregs of the populace, who always
delight in a scene of horror, gathered

Y | round them. About three miles from

Rome, not far from the Ostian road,
is a green and level spot, with low hills
around it, known anciently as Adque
Salvie, and now a3 7re Fontam. There
the word of command to halt was given;
the prisoner kunelt down; the sword
flashed, and the life of the greatest of
the Apostles was shorn away. Earth-
ly failure could hardly have seemed
more absolute, No blaze of glory
shone on his last hours. No multitudes
of admiring and almest adoring breth-
ren surrounded his last days with the
halo of martyrdom. Near the spot
where he was martyred it is probable
that they laid him in some nameless
grave—in some spet remembered only
by the one or two who knew and loved
him.

How little did they know, how little
did even he understand, that the appar-
cnt earthly failure would in reality be
the most infinite success! Who that
watched that obscure and miserable
end could bave dreamed that Rome.it-
self would not only adopt the gospel of
that poor out-cast, but even derive
from his and that of his
fellow Apostle, her chief sanctity and
glory in the eyes of a Christian world ;

rise a church more splendid than any
ot basilica ; and that

read, but * mark, learn and, .inwardly.

man after his Roman. Wune ‘ nt.
Minute details of the" last' scene cannot i
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sees on his library shelves, placed there
by friendly hands,copies of the writings
.of Canon Farrgr—or of Conybeare and
Howson—or of T. Lewis, (Life and
Epistles of St. Paul, two volumes,
quarto)—or of Dr. Geikia? We would
willingly add, Dean Alford’s Greek
Testament, with Notes, (five volumes,
8 vo.,) a truly splendid work.
J. M. C.

—_— . ++ o - — ——

‘““ They helped Themselves.”

On the 11th ult., Shoreditch Taber-
nacle, London, was opened for wor-
ship by the Baptists. The members
for the County were present at the
public meeting in the evening. We
copy from the Zimes of Nov. 12th :—

“Professor Fawcett who was loudly
cheered when he entered, and again on
rising to speak, began by expressing
the pleasure he felt in being present at
the opening of a building which, he be-
lieved, was calculated to promote in a
marked manner the social and moral
well-being of the people of that district.

'Y | After testifying to the extraordinary

energy and untiring zeal of his friend
Mr. Cuff, he said that in an account of
the difficulties surmounted by those
who undertook to erect this building
there was ome short sentence which
so aptly illustrated the cause of their
success, and which to his mind repre-
sented a principle it was at this particu-
lar juncture of public affairs so impor-
tant to keep steadily in" mind, that he
should beg to be allowed to quote it.
In reference to the obstacles which had
been overcome, it was said, “ We did
our best to help ourselves.” Just at
the present time the truth could not be
too steadily kept in view, that, wheth-
jer it was some socisl undertaking that

cal work to be done, the surest way to
secure success was to do eur best to
help ourselves. If he were asked what
was the most valuable of all national
characteristics and what had done most
to make the greatness of natiens, he
should unbesitatingly reply, self-reli-
ance. Just at the present time there
were many indications, as it seemed
to him, that both in our own and other
countries it was of peculiar importance
that the principle of self-reliance should
be steadily maintained. There was in
many different directions a' growin

tendency to seek increased aid from the
State and to place leés faith in individ-
ual efforts. The condition of more than
one European country at the present
time might serve to warn us of the
penalties which had to be paid if an
undue extension of the functions of the
state was permitted, and if a bureauecr-
atic system was allowed to spread its
enfeebling influence. Education would
not ward off the perils that might be in-
curred. Germany had long been the
best-educated cointry in Europe, and
yet in Germany at the present time,
not only was there a military system
disastrous to industrial vigour, but the
State was permitted toimpose the most
cramping protective fetters upon com-
merce, and the most dangerous Social-
istic demands were made for State as-
sistance. If a people were taught from
early childbood ta_ think that all the
good they enjoyed and all the misfor-
tunes they had to bear came from the
State , they would seek industrial pros-
perity in the protection of the State,
and not look for it where alone it was
to be found—in individual energy and
enterprise. If difficulties had to be
surmounted, they would claim the aid
of the State rather than rely upon
themselves to triumph over them. Not
a Noncomformist himself, it would not
become him in that place to speak of
Noncomformity in its religious bearings ;
but he trusted that he might refer to
one aspect of Noncomformity whi

that over his supposed remains should | every

had to be accomplished or some politi- |

in passing. Noone could suppose that
the part they had thus taken in secur-
ing for England what was most to be
prized was due to any particular article
of doetrine. He believed the chief
cause which had made them always on
the side of popular progress was that,
their organization being voluntary, they
bad not been accustomed to rely upon
the State, but had always found that
everything which was most worth doing
had been accomplished by acting on the

simple principle of doing their best to
help themselves.

For the Christian Messenger.
Rev. Richard Knill.

One of the most recent of the Reli-
gious Tract Society’s publications, is a
new and revised edition of the Life
of Rev. R. Kuill, by C. M. Birrel.

The interest of the book is increased
byhaving/in it, a review of the life and
charactef of Knill, by Rev. John Angel
James. The last piece of literary
work accomplished by that eminent
man. While * the proofs ” of the con-
cluding pag-s of the book for which he
had prepared Lis review were return~
ing to the press,J. A. James went home
to heaven.

R. Knill and John A. James were
very different men in some respeots,
but both of them were eminent in the
service of their Lord Jesus Christ.
One of them preached for more than
half a century in one city—Birming-
ham—to the same congregation, seldom
visiting another pulpit. But he labored
with pen and voice so successfully for
Christ, that thousands, in all parts of
the world have reason to praise God
+f the life and labor of John A.

Byt Mr. Knill laboured in many
placeg, immediately after his ordination
he went to Madras, India—sent out by
the London Missionary Society. For
two years his efforts for the conversion
of souls, among the English residents,
were incessant. Nor were they unsue-
cessful. But bhis health gave way
through bis constant toil, and he was
ordered back to England. A few
months after his arrival in England, he
accepted an appointment, from the
same Society to St. Petersburg, in
Russia, to minister to the spiritual ne-
cessities of the English residemts—some

there at that time. Of his labours.dur-
ing the eleven years spent in this city,
and the results of them, one cannot write
in so short a notice. His zeal never
abated, nor did he cease to watch for
souls as the ome end of living amid
the most trying events of his life.
Recalled to England afier so length-
ened a period of service abroad, he en-
tered with all the ardor of a young en-
thusiast into the plans of. the London
Missionary Society, for arousing a deep-
er ioterest in the Missionary cause
throughout England and Ireland. In
this service he continued eight years.

much of s0 many miles travelled, and
so many dollars collected, as of souls
saved through the preaching and power
of the Worg.

Induced by reasons which it is not
necessary for me to give in detail, he

church at
again, six years alter over the Church
in Chester. In this old city his minis-
try and his life closed. Says his biog-
rapher, *’At six o’clock in the morning
of the 2nd of January, 1857, he was
absent ‘rom the body and present with
the Lord.”

Of him, Rev. J. A. James, in the re-

view already referred to says, * He set
out in life with the tion of that
mighty, impulsive, and ious word,

usefulness ! and usefulness, with him,
meant converting sinners. He yearned
for the salvation of souls. It was with
him, not merely a principle, or a privi-

two thousand of whom were found:

And the récord of those years, is not so-

settled at length as pastor, over the.
Wotton-under-Edge, and-




