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2 3 Cor. xii. 28-30. Which of them were 

The Christian Messenger, 

Rible Lessons for 18709. 

SUNDAY, July 20th, 1879.—Chris- 

tian Love.—1 Cor. xiii. 1-13. 
em 

Comyir To MEMORY: Verses 4-8, 

pth 
Gorpexy Text —“ And now abideth | 

faith, hope, charity, these three; but | 

the greatest of these is charity.”—1 Cor. 

xii. 13. 

DaiLy Reapixcs.—Monday, 1 Cor. xil. 

Tuesday, 1 Cor. xiii. Wednesday, 1 Cor. 

xiv. Thursday, John xiii. 1-17. Friday, 

1 John iii. 11-24. Saturday, 1 John iv. 
Sunday, : Psalm cxxxii. 

Lesson Quruixe.—I1. Worthless - sub- 

stitutes. Vss. 1-3. 11. Attributes. Vss. 

£7. TIL. Eternal duration. Vss. 8-12. 
IV. The chief of Christian graces. Vs. 

18. 

Questioxs.— What does Paul say is the 

highest gift? Why is * charity,” as 

commonly used, no equivalent for Paul's 

idea? How is love distinguished from 

almsgiving ? 

[. Vss. 1-3.—With what different gifts 

was the Cerinthian church endowed ? 

eld in highest honor ? 

II. Ves. 47.— Will you state the 

fifteen traits of love? 

III. Vss. 8.12.—How are prophesyings, 

tongues, and knowledge short-lived ? 

Why is true scholarship usually modest ? 

IV. Ve. 13.— What gifts perish ? What 
abide? How is charity greatest of all? 
Col. iii. 14. 

After his departure from Athens, A.D., 

54, Paul went to Corinth, forty-five miles 

away, on the isthnifis, the great com- 

mercial city of Greece, and there was 

greatly blessed with Gentile and Jewish 

converts, chiefly, though not exclusive- 

ly, from the former classes, tainted with 

gross immoralitiesand intellectual pride. 

He remained here a year and a half. 

(See Acts xviii. 11). 

The Epistle to the Corinthiaus was 

probably written in Ephesus in the 

early part of the year A. pn. 57, in reply 

to a letter from the church asking the 

solution of disputed social and factious 

questions. The present lesson shows 

Christian love to be the corrective of all 

these evils, the best of all gifts, the 

highest of all virtues. 

The word “charity,” in the English 

version, is not a transfation from the 

Greek, but a transference from the Latin 

Vulgate of the Roman Catholic Church. 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. JULY 16, 1879. 

made were understood. The “my- 

steries ”’ are here God's purposes of re- 

demptioh, iv. 1; Eph. i. 9; iii. 3, 4,9. 

| Paul imagines himself to know what all 

these are, and what they all mean. And 

though I have all faith, etc. Not here 

“the faith that works by love ;” that is, 

« evangelical faith,” which is the root 

of the life (vs. 13), but that which is 

special and specially related to the per- 

formance of miracles. Aets iii. 16; xiv. 

9. See Matt. xvii. 20, from which Paul 

quotes, though the words to “remove 

mountains,” sound like a proverbial 

phrase. Iam nothing. Mark the words. 

We may have much, may do much, yet 

be nothing. Holy love is our eternal 

life, and without eternal life, harmony 

with God, who is love, we are nothing 

that it is worth our while to be ; and so 

whatever we have, or do, blesses not us. 

Verse 3.—And though I bestow [dis- 

tribute], etc.—Even if thus moved, this 

movement is not the true life, nor is the 

reputation the true blessedness. Hence 

in the end if profiteth one nothing. 

II. Love. Photographed. Verses 4-1. 

Verse 4.—Charity [love] suffereth 

[beareth] long, and is kind.—It per- 

sists not in requiting evil for evil, not in 

simply abstaining from such. requital, 

but in positive kindness and benefac- 

tion, to the evil doer. Envieth not. Be- 

cause love desires the best good of its 

object, and so is not grieved, but glad 
when that object prospers, and the 

more, the more it prospers. Vaunteth. 

Brags, or boasts. Puffed up. Putting 

on haughty airs of domineering or con- 

temptuous superiority. Surely Paul 

must have seen men very much like 

many of our day. 
Verse 5.— Unseemly.— In an unbe- 

coming way, with no delicate regard to 
others, and no consequent keen sense 
of proprieties. The soul of all #ruest 

courtesy is Christian love. - Seeketh not 
her own. In disregard of others. See 

Phil. ii. 5-8. Thinketh no evil. More 
exactly, imputeth not the evil; that is, 

is ready to forgive * the evil” of which 

its object is guilty. 

Verse 6.—Rejoiceth not in iniquity.— 

Christian love is holy love, the holy God 

its supreme object; his holy will its 

supreme law ; the conformity ofall men 

to that holy law its supreme desire, 

But rgjoiceth in the truth. More exactly, 
rejoiceth with the truth — with the 

gospel, the opposite of * iniquity.” 

Verse 7.— Beareth all things.—See ix. 

12 [“ suffer all things]. Some prefer 

Tyndale’s and Cranmer’s translations, 

and the Geneva Bible—all made at the 

Reformation—properly use “love ”’ here, 

in consistency with the same word used 

by John in saying, “ God is love.” More. 

here “ covereth all things;” but “ bear- 

eth,” meaning, takes on every needful 
burden, best fits the connection. Be. 
lieveth all things. Not im fond blind- 
ness to adverse facts and grounds. 

over, the word “charity” has come to 

mean almsgiving. But this is only a then from God's own. 

part of the grace of which Paul speaks, 

a ray only of the sun. 

ExvrosiTion.—I. « Without 

Love. Verses 1-3. 
See for the connection of this entire 

chapter xii. 31, where the desire for the 

best. gifts is commended, but the caution 

added that there is something better 

than these. What that better thing is, 

and how much better, it is here shown. 

Verse 1.— Though [if] I speak, etc.— 

This refers to the miraculous gift of 

speech in other languages than one's 

own, as the connection clearly shows. 

xii, 10, 30 ; xiv. 1.27. On the nature of | 

this gift, see also Acts ii. 6-13. Angels | 
must have some means of el 

converse with each other, and so Pau 

makes a bold ¢limax, and supposes him- 

self, beyond all example, to be able to 

speak even in their language also, as | 

well as in that “of [all] men.) And 
have not love. Whether or not the 

Christian gifte named were in fact ever 
separate from the Christian graces, in- 
cluding Christian love, which is Chris 

tian life, they could be separated in 
thought, and coveted sepurately, and 
even cxelusively. This is the very point 
of the apostle’s admonition. See ix. 
27 ; Num. xxiv. 3, and context; John 

xi. 50. I am become, ete. “Sounding 

brass '’ may be either brass instruments 

of music in general ; that is, trumpets, 

“ Gifts” 

etc, or simply the metal. (Hanging | ¥ 

cymbals, rather than “tinkling," as 
they were plates of brass held, one, or 
two, in each hand, and struck together. 

Buch cymbals were fit symbols of a love- 

Verse 2.—And though I have, etc.~ 

By prophecy direct, authoritative com 
munications from God were made; 
by knowledge, God's revelations thus 

end 

Hopeth all things. First from God, and 
Endureth. In 

faith and hope “ beareth ” to the very 

III. The Perpetuity of Love. Verses 
8-13. 

Verse 8.—Love never faileth.—This 

word “never,” may be taken without 
any limit. Eternal life is love eternal. 
But whether; etc. These “ gifts” were 
instrumental, for a temporary need, 

serving a transient want, ministering to 
the introduction and production of the 

Divine life, scaffolding. 

Verses 9, 10.—For we know in part, 
etc.—The reason for the assertions of 
vs. 8. The word “ perfect,” here refers 

primarily to the full manifestation of the 
truth at Christ's second coming. . The 

contrast with “ abideth,” ws. 13, is thus 

gained. 

Verse 11.—This is an obvious and 
natural illustration of the preceding 

contrast, and needs no explanation. 

Verse 12.— Eor now we see through a | 

glass darkly.—* Glass” is bere not a 
window glass, but a polished, metallic 
mirror, such as was then in use, and 

which gave a far less perfect image than 
do our glass mirrors, Hence “darkly ;"- 

literaliy, in an enigma ; that is, imper- 
fectly, not the very form and features. 
Now I know. ete. In the last two places 
the word “ know” is from a strong origi- 
nal, meaning thoroughly know, 

Verse 13.— Now. Emphatic—through. 
out this era, “ faith, hope, love.” The 
root, flower, and fruit,” Greatest. As 

shown before, the very life. ; 
— om the Baptist Teacher, 

SUNDAY, July 27th, 1819.— Victory 
Over Death.—1 Cow, xv. 50-68 
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For the Teacher of the Primary 

Class. 

Was not God good to make the great- 
est thing something that even a little 
child may do? If you cannot use fine 
words, if you don't know much, if you 

have no money, you can love. You 

may never be rich, or great, or beauti- 

ful, or have gay clothes, but you‘can al- 
ways Love. Then, too, you can’t out- 

grow it. The older you grow, the 

stronger and stronger may grow Love. 

Actions speak louder than words. Is 
it enough to say, “I love Jesus,” and 

yet not obey his rules ? 

This lesson calls Love, Charity; but 

we call giving money charity. But all 
the money we can give is nothing, un- 

less it is a love-gift. 
Love is not glad to hear of the faults 

of others. “ What a cross girl Nellie is. 
She spoils all our play.” “Oh!” said 

May, “she is sick a great deal, and we 

‘who are well, don’t understand. She 
went without a new dress, that her lame 

brother might have a chair. I think 
that was beautiful in her.” 

Charity don’t speak evil of others. 1f 

you know any good things of others tell 
them, for “ Charity rejoiceth not in 
iniquity.” 

Answer to Scripture Enigma. 

No. 28. 

“rHR BRANOH.”—Zech. vi. 12. 
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Scripture Enigma, 

No. 29. 

Scorn’d! Wast Thou scorn’d, Thou gen- 
tle One, whose heart 

Yearn'do’er the humblestsoul that stood 
apart 

Uncared for? Was that kindly face of 
Thine ® 

Smitten indeed? O patience all divine, 
That took the buffeting, and bore the 

jeers, 
And look’d right onward through the 

coming years, 
And saw the glory of Thy ¥ather’s 

And myriad souls—redeemed by love 
alone— | 

Rais’d throfigh Thy death to immortality, 
And through Thy lowliness to dignity, 
And by contempt, and mocking, and 

dispraise, 
To honour infinite, through endless days. 

I. "Twas thou, high priest, who in a 
young —. reign 

Did’'st bring the written law to light 
Again, 

2. This eldest born, alas! has lost his 
due; 

The gift whose hidden worth he 
never knew. 

3. These did a kind son send to bring 
again 

The father, who as yet believ'd him 
slain, 

4. Fierce warrior tribe with Israel's God 
ab war 

Thou shalt be blotted out for ever- 
more ! 

5. Hence, crafty Horonite ! thy threat- 
"ning word 

Cannot dismay the servant of the 
Lord. 

6. “ A message for thee, King!” the 
warrior saith ; | 

This weapon's glitter tells the mess. 
age— death ? 

7. This shakes the ground as though the 
Lord passed by ; 

And massive prison doors wide open 

8. Like thee, fair gem of heaven's own 
glorious blue, 

Was the bright throne that met the 
prophet’s view. 

9. Beneath this tree there dwelt a 
prophetess, 

And judged the people in their deep 
distress. 

10. Behold yon pictur'd room, O Seer, 
for there 

These scented clouds go up in hea- 
then prayer. 

11. Awful and dark this spectre fornd 
appears, 

- The monarch cowers, and e’en the 
sorceress fears. 

12. Here Israel dwelt in bondage ; here, 

lr re Their remnant fled for refuge, but in 
Vain. 

13, As this is lost in air at dawn of day, 
So Israel's short-lived virtue fades 
away. 

et 

Where the peace is that Christ gives, 
all the trouble and disgust of the world 
can not disturb it. All outward distress 
to such a mind is but as the rattling of 
hail upon the roof of him who sits with. 
Jin the house at a sumptuous banquet. 

Wonths' Department. 
The Corn and the Lilies. 

BY "EMILY A. BRADDOCK. 

Said the Corn to the Lilies: 
‘“ Press not near my feet, 

You are only idlers, 
Neither Corn nor Wheht. 

Does one earn a living 
Just by being sweet ?”’ 

Naught answered the Lilies, 
Neither yea nor nay, 

Only they grew sweeter 
All the livelong day. 

And at last the T'eacher 
Chanced to come that way. 

While His tired disciples 
Rested at His feet, 

And the proud Corn rustled 
Bidding them to eat, 

“ Children,” said the Teacher, 
“The life is more than meat.” 

“ Consider the Lilies, 
How beautiful they grow! 

Never king had such glory, 
Yet no toil they know,” 

O happy were the Lilies 
That He loved them so. 

Sunday Afternoon. 

A little Boy’s Sermon. 

‘ Eddie,” said Harry, “I'll be a min- 
ister, and preach you a sermon.” 
“Well,” said Eddie, *“ and I'll be the 

peoples.” 
Harry began : “ My text is a short and 

easy one,—‘ Be kind.’ There are some 

little texts in the Bible on purpose for 
little children, and this is one of them. 
These are the heads of my sermon : 

+ First: Be kind to papa, and don't 
make a noise when he has a headache. 
I don't believe you know what a head- 
ache is ; but I do. I had one once, and 
I did not want to hear any one speak a 
word, 

“ Second : Be kind to mamma, and do 

not make her tell you to do a thing more 

than once. It is very tiresome to say, 

¢It is time for you to go to bed,’ half a 
dozen times over. 

“ Third : Be kind to baby "— 
“You have left out, be kind to Harry,” 

interrupted Eddie. 
“ Yes,” said Harry, “I didn’t mean 

to mention my own name in the sermon, 

I was saying, Be kind to little Minnie, 

play. with when she wants it. 

Here Eddie looked a little ashamed, 
and said, “ But she pulled my hair with 

the comb,” 

“People mustn't talk in meeting,” 
said Harry. “ Fifth: Be kind to kitty. 
Do what will make her purr, and don’t 
do what will make her cry.” 

“Isn't the sermon most done?” 
asked Eddie; “I want to sing.” And 

without waiting for Harry to finish his 
discourse or give out a hymn, he began 
to sing, and so Harry had to stop.— 
Children’s Record. 

on , _--——— 

Speak Short. 

An aged minister said to a young 

brother, “ Speak short. The brethren 
will tell ‘you if you don't speak long 

enough.” The counsel is good, good 
for speakers and good for hearers, good 
for writers and good for readers. Length 
without breadth and thickness is very 

poor recommendation in a sermon, a 

prayer, or a newspaper article. The 
power of condensation, abridgment, and 
elimination of useless matter is greatly 

to be coveted, When a man has five 
minutes in which to speak, he will 
usually consume one or two of them in 
telling the people what he is going to 
say, or in informing them that he has 

“been thinking” of something which 
he proposes to relate. If men who haye 
something to say would, say it, if those 
who have had thoughts would speak 
them. and those who had something to 
write would write it, omitting prefaces, 

introductions, and useless and unmean- 
ing remarks, much time and space 
would be saved with no loss to any one. 
But How hard it is to be brief, It takes 
gallons of sap to make a single pound 
of sugar, but the sweetness pays for the 
con . A little word said and re- 
membe 

—— va iy 

The darkest hour in the 

get money withou 

fu Fs 

how fs ek mney» besits down lo sadly 

helps Fogdog ud weary, cas w men endure 
and glad! : 

False Sentiment as to Work oh 
Young Ladies. 

A false sentiment has rendered it de- 
rogatory for a woman to be a buginess 
woman, for a girl to earn or appreciate 
dollars and cents, if she can possibly find 
a father, brother, or uncle to support 
her. The noble army of working worhien 
who of all women best demonstrate their 
raison d'efra is in general a despised 
army ; and while society applauds the 
woman who is an artist, an editor, an 
author, it does so by calling her a genius 
and setting her out of that grand corps 
where she legitimately belongs. Fami, 
lies with three, four or five daughters, 
whether there are sons. or not, .if the 
father can possibly support them, are 
brought up to do nothing but help 
mother a little! This helping is not 
generally learning housekeeping and 
seamstress work in all its varieties, but 
skimming the surface of things, making 
cake, dusting a room, trimming a gown, 
and leaving these weightier matters of 
the law, as shirt-making, ironing, bread- 
making and beefcooking to some one 
else. Girls speak of it as a hardship, if 
they are obliged by stress of circum. 
stances to earn a support. “ Anna thinks 
it so hard ; all her friends have their 
time to themselves, and she is forced to 
teach poor children!” The whole train- 
ing of the gir! is aside from knowing any- 
thing about business ; she reads stories 
and fashion magazines, not newspapers 
and works on science and architecture, 
and practical every-day life. She does 
not learn telegraphy or carving, or furni- 
ture decorating, or gardening, or book- 
keeping,nor does she go into her father’s 
businessand learn it as her brother would 
if she had one ; bless you it would make 
her a working woman ! Thus out of this 
army of working women are kept, so far 
as possible, all women of education, 
means,refinement, cultured taste. These 
organized into a society make no end 
of blunders in business, and regard them 
as creditable rather than otherwise, as a 
Chinese lady cherishes the deformity of 
a cramped foot. If they read common 
law and medicine 80 as to be as well in- 
formed on these points as ordinary men, 
bless you, ‘they are very odd,’ at theleast. 
These good ladies with the very best in- 
tentions undertake to handle the work 

d let her have your ‘red soldier’ to ldng-woman question ; they are thrown 
into contact with the poor, and knowing 
absolutely nothing of what it is to earn 
a dollar, or what a dollar can be made 
to bring, they have only the most gener- 
al and no particular sympathies; on the 
one hand, they will be deceived and 
kill by over kindness, on the other, they 
will misunderstand and kill by hardness. 
It needs working women to understand 
aud help working women ; then they 
know that being bread-winners does not 
forfeit for them their position as wives 
and mothers ; that while they earn daily 
wages they have the affections of the 
hearth ; that the poor mother, left a 
widow, wahts to keep her children in a 
home, not to sow them broadcast in 
orpban asylume ; that the poor couple 
who have passed their married fifty 
years, unhonored it is true by a golden 
wedding, do not want to be thrust one 
into an Old Men's Home, the other into 
an Old Women's Home, or put in the 
separate wards of an almshouse, or one 
go to one Blind Asylum and the other to 
another. There is a fine kind of charity 
in England, where endowments have 
been left so that decent old couples, or 
single people, can have a nice three- 
roomed cottage, with fuel, water and 
lights, and a certain number of shillings 
weekly on which to subsist; and they 
can take in an orphan grandchild, or 
feeble child, living as in their own home, 
subject only to certain regulations of so- 
briety, cléanliness, and good order. 

-_— 

The Toad Market. 

_ Among the curious sights to be. seen 
in Paris must be reckoned the toad 
market. Toads are there sold by the 
barrel. Think ofit! Toads selling like 
potatoes. Who buys them ? Vegetable 
gardeners. Why? For the reason that 
toads devour the insects and would 
otherwise devour the vegetables. Who 
devours the toads? Contrary to some 
ideas—not the French people. But 
toads are being sold now, not devoured, 
and it is with the selling we are inter- 

his open hand into the slimy swim 

ested. How do they vend them? : 
man in blouse bares his arm tnd true 
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