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Bible Lessons for 1880. 

LESSONS FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER
. d 

7. Nov. 14. Joseph the Wise Ruler.| 

Gen. xli. 41-57. 

8. Nov. 21. Joseph and his Brethren. 

Gen. xliv. 30-34; xlv. 1-8. 

9, Nov. 28 Jacob and Pharaoh. Gen. |c¢ 

xlvii. 1-12. er's blessing in the line of the chosen 

patriarchs. The ceremonious laying on 

of hands now appears, for the first time, 

in Scripture. 

10. Dec. 5. The Last Days of Jacob. 

Gen. xviii. 8-22. : 

11. Dec. 12. Last Days of Joseph. 

Gen. 1. 14-26. 
12. Dec. 19. Review. 

13. Dec. 26. Lesson Selected by the 

School. 

Lesson X.—DECEMBER
. 

THE LAST DAYS OF JACOB. 
Gen. xlviii. 8-22. 

Commit To Memory: Verses 15, 16. 
—————————— 

The famine increased in severity, but 

under Joseph's wise management the 

le were preserved and the treasures 

of Egypt were greatly increased. After 

Jacob had spent seventeen years in 

Egypt he was about to die ; J oseph then 

visited him, with his two sons, and the 

events of this lesson took place. 

GoLpeN Text.—* And Israel said unto 

Joseph, Behold, I die ; but God shall be 

with you.”—Gen. xlviii. 21. 

DAILY HOME READINGS. 

M. The Last Days of Jacob, 
Gen. xlviii. 8-22. 

‘IT. Continuance of Famine, 

Gen. xlvii. 13-26. 

W. Jacob about to Die, 
Gen. xvii. 27-31 ; xlviii. 1-7. 

TT. Hid from the Wise, 
Matt. xi. 20-30. 

¥. No Flesh shall Glory, 
1 Cor. i. 18-31. 

8. The Sure Word ef Prophecy, 
2 Pet. i. 12-21. 

8. The Parting Blessing, 
Luke xxiv. 44-53. 

PARALLEL TEXTS. 

With vs. 9: Gen. xxxiii. 5; xxvii. 4. 

With vs. 10: Gen. xxvii. 1; xxvii. 27. 

With vs. 11: Gen. xlv. 26. 

With vs. 15: Heb, xi. 21; Gen. xvii- 

1; xxiv. 40, 

With vs. 16: Gen. xxviii. 15; Psa. 

xxxiv. 22; Amosix. 12; Acts xv. 17. 

With vs. 19: Num. i. 33, 35; Deut. 

xxxiii. 17. 

With vs. 20: Ruth iv: 11, 12. 

With vs. 21: Gen. xlvi. 4; 1. 24. 

With vs. 22: Josh. xxiv. 32; xvii. 

14; John iv. 5; Gen. xv. 16. 

THE BLESSING ALWAYS OF 
GRACE. 

Lassox OutLine.—I1. The Expectation 

of ‘Nature, Vss. 8-17. IL The Decision 

of Grace, Vs. 18-22. 

Quesrions.—I. Vass. 8-17.— What was 

Jacob’s condition at the time of this 

lesson ? (ve. 1.) Whom did Joseph 

take to see Jacob? What did Jacob 

say of these lads? (vs. 5.) How did he 

receive Joseph's sons ? What did he 

promise to do to them? In what man- 

ner did Joseph bring them for the bless. 

ing? Why did he put them in this 

ition? How did Israel place his 

esr in blessing the boys? Why was 

this contrary to the expectation of na- 

ture? What words did he use in the 

it rest on the head of Manasseh, the 

elder. | 

wisely. 

vo 

\ 
supposed to convey the main blessing; | 2) B 1) 

therefore Joseph would naturally have | & oufhs Ee, epaviment. 
I 

# 
2% 

Verse 14.— Guiding his hands : under | 

ivine direction, but contrary to Joseph's 

xpectation. ~~ Wittingly : 

Every indication favors the 
knowingly, | 1. 
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the exuberance of spirits. “ And 

igm ho : 
Tie ee - joyance breeds 7'’ Tn’ the baths an 

“Wo. 100. around it, on the roofs of the dressin 

'Tis where Paul tarried on his way, 

And reached Miletus the next day. 

"lis what God sent, in Joshua's day, 

rooms, on the staircases and in the gal 
leries, the young competitors were rac 
ing as if the time were summer and ‘the 

atmosphere of the baths} more than 200 “you 
lads were disporting themselves in: cos- | in 
tumes of the scantiest, shouting in all 

a 
of 

my soul on my r onl 
spirits. and entirely to the merits of the 

hat but high-strung health this dancio Be by which my is (and yours) 
: ave been put away forever. 8 

Lask you to give your hearts t Chey 
and earnestly pray that all of you may 
meet me in 

“to Know that I am leaving tHIEYife 

unspeakable happiness, because, I rest - 
aviour : trus 

eaven. 

etl) Wi — 

idea that a spirit of true prophecy ac- 

person, but in his seed. 

angel,but the Angel of the covenant, God |, 

manifest. Ex.iii. 2. And let my name be | 8. 

named on them. Perhaps as indicatingthe 

adoption of them into the number of 

Jacob's own sons. 

ing that there was a mistake. With all 

reverence toward his father, Joseph 

offered to change Israel's hands, at the 

same time explaining his action. 

not for himself nor for Joseph. A 

multitude of nations. This prophecy 

was amply accomplished. Ephraim was | B 

the head of the kingdom of the ten 

tribes. See Isa. vii. 2, 8, 9, 17; ix. 9; 

xi. 13; Ezek. xxxvii. 16, 19; Hos. vi. 

4, 10; vii. 1, 11, ete. 

Manasseh : for purposes best known to 

God, who directed his act. 

told to Abraham'y(Gen. xv. 13-16). 

Shechem. See Gen. xxxiii.18-20; John 

iv. 5. This was Joseph's before the 

chap. 16.) Amorite : meaning Canaan: 

ompanied the impartation of the fath- 

Verse 15.— Blessed Joseph : not in 

-
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Verse 16.— The angel : not a created 

9. 

Verses 17, 18.—Displeased him. Feel- 

Verse 19.— Refused : acting for God, 

Verse 20.—~He set Ephraim before 

Verse 21.— Bring you again: as fore- 

Verse 22.— One portion : of land near 

tribal allotments under Joshua (Josh. 

ites in general. See Num. xiii. 29. The 

“ portion” meant is Shechem, where 

Jacob (chap. xxxiii. 19) made a purchase 

of land. Joshua xxiv. 32, shows that 

Joseph's sons came into possession of 

this “ portion.” 

For the Teacher of the Primary 
Class. 

Seventeen years passed since Jacob 
was introduced to Pharaoh. At last one 
day, word was brought to Joseph that 
his father was sick ; so taking his two 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, he went 
to visit him. When it was told Jacob 
that Joseph was come, he sat up in bed 
to receive him. Jacob had been lame 
for fifty yes, ever since that night at 

Peniel when the angel put his thigh out 
of joint. Now his sight also had failed, 
and when Joseph's sons were brought 
in he did not know them, but said, 

“ Who are these?” 
“ They are my sons, whom God has 
given me in this place.” 
Jacob had told Joseph before, that he 

would adopt his two sons to share like 
his own, in his blessing and the inheri- 
tance. And now Jacob wished to have 
them brought near, that he might bless 
them as he was inspired by God. 

Joseph led his sons up by the bedside 
blessing? Why is he said to have 

blessed Joseph ? 
II. Vss. 18-22.—What appeal dees | Would naturally fall on the head of 

Joseph in vs. 18 make to his father? 

What did the father do? 

tional words of blessing are given in vs, 

920? Which son was set first? What 

prophecy is uttered in vs. 217 What 

was the portion described in vs. 22. 

(Gen. xv. 16 ; 2 Pet. 1. 21.) 

EXPLANATORY = Notes. — Verse 8.— 

Jacob, having lived seventeen years in 

Egypt, is on the eve of dissolution. The 

tidings of his father's approaching end 

bring Joseph to his bedside. Joseph is 

accompanied by his two sons, Ephraim 

and Manasseh, now about eighteen or 

twenty years old. These, Jacob adopts 

for his own. This done, and the aged 

patriarch having indulged in a natural 

vein of reminiscence respecting Rachel, 

Joseph's mother, now observes his two 

grandsons, and asks “ Who are these 7” 

Verse 10.—Kissed them, etc.: in 

fatherly love, not thus imparting the 

blessing. 
Verse 11,— Thy seed: the old idea of 

He thought 

he had lost Joseph ; and, behold, God 

had restored Joseph to him, and with 

the seed again crops out. 

Joseph, Joseph's seed. 
Verse 12.—His knees : that is, Jacob's 

knees, where they stood as he kissed 

and embraced them. Bowed himself: 
in reverence for his father and for the 

blessing. 

What addi- | 

in such a way that his father’s right hand 

Manasseh, the elder; but Jacob crossed 
his hands, and laid his right hand on the 

head of Ephraim, the younger. Joseph 
noticed it, and took hold of his father's 

right hand to change it, telling him that 
he was mistaken—that the other was 
the first-born. But Jacob said, “I know 
it, my son.” And then the dying old 
man told Joseph that his younger son 

should be the greater. With his crossed 
hands resting on the heads of the lads, 
the right on Ephraim and the left on 

Manasseh, Jacob spoke the beautiful 
blessing of vs. 15, 16, showing that he 

remembered the angel with whom he 

wrestled at the brook. 

Thus, through his two sons, Joseph 

received a double portion, for they be- 
came the heads of two tribes, as if they 
had been Jacob's own sons; and when 

the land of Canaan was afterward divided 

among the children of Israel, instead of 

the tribe of Joseph, the tribe of Ephraim 
and the tribe of Manasseh each received 
a share. 
Then Jacob had all his sons called up 

before him, and gave them each such a 

} 
| 

blessing, even that from him should 

come the promised Saviour. 

Whatever God has 

ee — 

Verse 13.—~Joseph took them: the 

right hand, as the band of honor, was 

10. "Tis Bethel by another name, 

11. 'Tis the last Asian church of seven 

12. 'Tis the thirteenth of Ziklag’s band, 

13: Tis one to Paul and Silas sent, 

Each word or name divide in two, 

Then downward their initials trace, 

And upward those in final place. 

Ln! now, two books of ancient fame— 

Their subject here,and there their name! 

And whoso 
Shall find the truth exampled there. 

137. 

capitated. 

property of the sun ; behead again, and 

leave what all must do to live; behead 
again, and leave a preposition. - 

a kind of grain ; behead again, and leave 
a preposition. 

behead again, and leave a beverage. 

of the body ; behead, curtail, and leave 
an article. 

animal; curtail, and leave an interjec- 
tion. 

an article of dress ; 
leave a preposition ; behead again, and 
leave a consonant. 

And Joseph said, 135. 

To drive the Amorites away. 

"Tis what the aged patriarch said, 

Who heard that Joseph was not dead. 

"lis that which, on a thousand hills, 

God claims and uses.as He wills. 

"Tis that low shrub which Moses took 

To sprinkle blood upon the book. 

"Dis that whieh, for his people's sake, 

Our mercifal High Priest did make. 

'Iis where, when good old Gideon 

ied 
They laid him by his father’s side. 
Rab-Mag of Babylon ; ’tis he 
Who gave God's prophet liberty 
'Tis Asher's second son, by name, 
When Israel into Egypt came. 

Which Amaaziah's words proclaim. 

To whom the Saviour spake from 

heaven. ay 

Men skilled to fight with either hand. 

To end their false imprisonment. 

ut all the latter halves eschew; 

ers them with care, 

CURIOUS QUESTIONS. 

SLAUGHTERING. 

Find the words here unmercifully de- 

Behead—a kind of grain, and leave a 

Behead—an article of dress, and leave 

Behead —a large fish, and leave hearty; 

Behead—a wild animal, and leave part 

Behead—a receptable, and leave an 

Behead—a relative pronoun, and leave 
ehead again, and 

Se 

Z
 

©
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1. J OBecscecsonpes Job ii. 10. 
2. O badiah...... 1 Kings xviii. 13, 
3. N aaman...... 2 Kings v. 1-14. 
4. A braham....Gen. xviii. 25. 
5. H azael .......2 Kings viii. 13. 

JONAH. 

ANSWERS TO OURIOUS QUESTIONS. 

136, : Lam B 

CorreorioN.—The latter should have 

been “ a lock of hair.” 

place the golden sands! The competi 
tors were grouped in seventeen batches 
of a dozen each, and were required, as a 
preliminary test, to swim across the bath. 
The first two of each lot were set aside 
for a further contest of sixes from end to 
end. The successful swimmers were 
again arranged in smallernumbers till the 
contest was finished by a swim through 
two lengths of the bath. The winners 
of the chief prizes were boys from ‘St. 
Thomas-street School, Limehouse, and 

Rev. Dr. Cuyler on the Theatre. 

Every popular amusement which bids 

for the support of God's people must 
submit to this test: Wherever a Chris. 
tian cannot take Christ and a clean 
conscience with him, he has no right to 
go. The theatre, in these days, asks for 

the suffrages and support of church 

Cripplegate Schools. Mr. Calmady-Rich- | members, But its advocates always pre- 
ardson acted as starter till the arrival of 
Mr. John Macgregor (** Rob Roy”), who 
“ finished the innings.” Throughout the 
whole time of trial the scene was of the 
liveliest description ; cheers and other 
forms of noisy appprobation filled the 
air without an interval of rest. At the 
end of the contest Mr.Macgregor ad: 
dressed the boys in a ‘few sensible re- 
marks. He congratulated them in hav- 
ing acquired an accomplishment which 
would be useful though their lifetime, 
and possibly enable them to save the 
life of others. He congratulated them 
also in having. learned the lesson of 
obedience” and cleanliness. Votes of 
thanks were awarded to Mr. Macgregor 
and Mr. Calmady-Richardson (to. whom 
no small share of the success of the club 
is due) on the motion of Messrs Herna- 
man and Gill. 

The Ants Dairy. 

Do ants keep cows? Let us see. A 
little insect named an aphis is found on 
the leaf of almost every plant. This 
little parasite lives on the sweet juice 
called honey-dew- Now the ants are 

very fond of this honey-dew, and know 
that they can obtain a supply from the 

body of the aphis. 
The ants therefore, climb up trees on 

whose leaves the aphides have collected. 
Then an ant goes close to one of these 
insects for a drop of the sweet juice. If 
this be not soon given out, the ant will 
gently tap the body of the aphis, and 

thus obtain a supply of the sweet fluid. 
After feasting on this, the ant will pass 

to another little aphis and treat it in the 
same manner for another drop. 
But the ant has sense enough to treat 

the aphis as we treat our cows. Our 
farmers, you know, keep the cows in 
enclosed meadows, and supply them 

with hay and turnips when the grass 
fails. The ants also take a number of 

aphides close to their nests, and there 
keep them secure and supply them with 
suitable food. - 
Now the lady-birds are also fond of 

the aphides, and eat them up by hund- 
reds. But the ant has sense to keep 
the aphis for a supply of honey-dew 
instead of killing it as the lady-bird does. 
Is not the ant, therefore, entitled to be 
regarded as a cow-keeper, and are not 
the tiny little aphides his milch-cows ? 

— The Nursery. 

Authors and Readers. 

It is pleasant to recognize the rela 
tions of peopleand things in this world, 

and notice how all are connected. The 

blessing as foretold his future. But to 
Judah, the fourth son, came the best 

given to usin a 
promise we should give back to Him in 

Swimming Contest. 

Very successful efforts are being made 

in England to induce young people at 

school to learn to swim. The following 

from the Schoolmaster of October 30th, 

published in London, will be interesting 

to our young readers as well as to those 

of mature age. 
“ Cold without, but warm within; 

plenty of water in the inside, with abun- 
dance of rain on the outside.” Such 
might be summed up as the state of the 
weather on Saturday last. It was scarce- 
ly the kind of day for aquatic sports, 
although there was plenty of the ele- 
ments at hand. The keen cold air was 
suggestive of something else than a 
lunge in cold water, and the Lambeth 
ths might be considered as the anti- 
es of pleasure. The day had been 

ed, however, for a swimming contest, 
and delay was out of the question. The 
London Schools Swimming Club has 
been doing its best for some years—and 

tively than in the year 

love between parents and children is, 
when properly appreciated, the source 
of much joy and happiness. Then the 

attachment between a minister and the 
members of his congregation is often 
connected with some of the holiest and 
best influences known upon earth. Itis 
not often that we see or hear much of 

the relation existing between an author 
and his readers, but the communication 
of thought must lead to various points of 
contact between the minds of writer and 
reader, and the latter either benefitted 
or injured by such contact. 
One of the best writers of books for 

boys, Mr. W. H. G. Kingston recently 
wrote the following farewell, just before 
his death, to the boys of England. It 
will be read with interest by many boys 

and girls of Nova Scotia as well. 
My Dear boys : —1 have been en 

my life in writing boo 
occupation has 

as you know, for a very large portion of 
he Gor vou THs 
n a source of the 

greatest pleasure and satisfaction to me, 
and, I am willing to believe, to you also. 

cease. 
from replied 

seni to us, in argument, an ideal play- 
house, whose actors are virtuous ‘people, 
whose dramas conform to Christian me- 
rality, and which rigidly excludes every 
kind of sensual temptation. 

Puritanic theatre would be entitled, at 
least, to respectful treatment from the 
church. But every person of common- 
sense knows that the actual average 

American theatre is no more like this 
ideal play-house, than the average pope 

is like St. Peter, or the average politician 
is like Abraham Lincoln, 

theatre- would become bankrupt in a 
twelvemonth. 

Such a 

A Puritanic 

The great mass of those 

who frequent the average play-house go 
there for strong passional excitements. 

They go for the very object which makes 
it dangerous to a servant of Jesus Christ, 
I do not affirm that every popular play 
is immoral, and every attendant is on a 
scent for sensualities. But the theatre 
is a concrete institution ; it must be judg- 
ed in the gross, and to a tremendohs 
extent it is only a gilded nastiness. It 
unsexes womanhood, by putting her pub- 
licly in male attire—too often in almost 
no attire at all. One of the most eminent 
living actresses declares that she only 
enters the theatre to enact her part,and 
has but little association with her own 
profession. Aconverted actor once point- 
ed me to a play-house in which he used 
to perform, and said, “ Behind those 

curtains lies Sodom!” . We pastors 
know too well that when our young mem. 
bers form an appetite for the stage, they 
generally lose their appetite for Christ's 

service. Can we handle pitch without 
being defiled? Wherefore let us come 
out and be separate from this unclean 
institution ; for Christ hath no concord 
with Belial. 

— > -— PHIARNEMERG, "ita 

A Chinese Dinner. 
Re 

[From Jules Werne's * Tribulations of a 
Chinaman.” ] 

For the first course were handed 
cakes, caviare, fried grasshoppers, dried 
fruits, and Ning-Po oysters. Then fol- 

lowed successively, at short intervais, 

ducks’, pigeons’ and peewits’ eggs 

poached, swallows’ nests with mashed 
eggs, fricassees of ginseng, stewed stur- 
geons’ gills, whales sinews with sweet 
sauce, fresh-water tadpoles, fried erabs’ 
spawn, sparrows’ gizzards, sheep's eyes 
stuffed with garlic, radishes in milk 
flavored with apricot kernels, matelotes 
of holithurias, bamboo-sprouts in syrup, 
and sweet salads. The last course con- 

sisted of .pine-apples from Singapore, 
earthnuts, salted almonds, savory man- 

goes, the white fleshy fruits of the “ long: 

yen,” the pulpy fruit of the *lit-chee,” 

chestnuts, and preserved oranges from 
Canton, For drinks, there were beer, 
wine from Chao-Chigne, and an ample 
supply of champagne. After the desert. 
rice was served, which the guests raised 
to their mouths with little chop-sticks. 
Three hours were spent over the banquet. 
When it was ended, and at the time 
wlien, according to European usage, sal- 
vers of rose-water are frequently hand- 
ed around, the wailing-maids ught 
napkins steeped in warm water, which 
all the company rubbed over their faces, 
apparently with great satisfaction. 

ll © Wp 

Most of us at some time or other must 
bave met with the preachers who make 
up for natural laziness or incapacity by 
claiming for their discourses great 
“ goundness.”’ The pity is that they 

| are vgs all - he that and 
nothing more . Lyman Beecl 
one day on his return from pl pos 
to his son Henry, “It seems to me 
never made a worse sermon than I 
this morning” * Why, father,” E 

-
 

you 

the doctor; “1 always 
when I haven't anything to say.’ 

Shag 5 never proach 0 
loud inall my life.” “That the way,” 
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