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For the Christian Messenger.
Am I my Brother’s Keeper ?

Vain impious words ! shall mortal dare
Before high leaven’s Sovereign Lord,
To question what is written here
Within the pages of His Word?

When God declares the sinner’s blood
He will require at others’ hands,

Shall we withhold the help that we
Could give, to break sin’s iron bands?

Content, can we, when thoughtless ones
Arehastinrg on the downward road-
Sit idly by, care oNLY that
Ourselves have made our peace with
God 7 ‘

And shall we find in Holy Writ
Sweet promises tocheerour heart,
Nor tell a burdened anxious one
That here, he too, may have a part ?

Nay, Christian, lead a CARISTIAN life,
Let darling sins be laid aside ;
Remember, not for us alone,
But ALL MANKIND, the Saviour died.

Be not partakers of their sins ;
But give the kindly warning word,
Reach gladly forth the helping hand,
To lead some wand’rer to the Lord.

For if our hearts but loved the work
Of pointing sifiners to the Lamb,
Quickly thequestion’s form would change
To, ** I my brother’s keeper am,”§

N.
March 24th, 1880,
-~ Religious,
Saw-Mill Theology.

AT IT AGAIN ON ‘‘ FORE-ORDINATION.”

Jim Manly had a bit of unfinished
controversy to settle with Deacon
Thresher. So last evening when there
was & lull in the conversation, he began

again.

It will be remembered they started
out to discuss Election, but had gone

rather into a discussion of Fore-erdina-

tion. The reasen for this was, that a
twist had been given in that direction,
“and besides,” the deacon added, ** the
real difficulties lay im Fore-ordination
in a8 much as Fore-erdination involved
be putting forth of actual efficiency to
accomplish the result; whereas, Elec-
tien did mot involve the application of
any force towards the parties concerned,
but meant simply the process which
took place im the Divine mind as to
what it would notdo.” For the dea-
con made and emphasized this special
point : *“ that so far as the lost sinner
18 concerned, what God bas really
Fore-ordaingd is this: He has Fore-or-
dained that the sinner shall be pun-
ished with death, either in person, er
in & responsible representative ; but he
has not fore-ordained that any man
shall be a simner whether or no, God
has nothing whatever to do with mak-
ing a man to be a sinner,”

Manly objecied to the last statement
on theground‘‘that it evaded the real dif-
ficulty as he thought. He would admit
that God had nothing to do with mak-
ing any man directly a sioner. But
his point was that sinners were made
0 in a measure by circumstances and
anfecedents, and that God had contrel
of these circumstances. He coutrolled
the remote begiunings, if not the im-
mediate causes.” s

Deacon Thresher joined issue at
once. “Btop a moment, neighbor!
You have a fallacy comcealed there of
the worst kind. The question -is not
whether an Almighty God could not
have interfered to prevent the will-ac-
tions of free agents whom he bad made;
the question is, did God move men’s
willsto sinful desires and sintul thought:?
I say, No. Neither did he produce
that particular combinatien of circum-
stances which yow say results in sin, or
makes it easy to sin. Perbaps that is
the point you want mie to meet.”

“Yes,” said Manly, “that is the point.
Aud now if you say there are combima-
ons of circumstances in this world
which Geod did not preduce, and which
God does not control, then you say vir-

tually that there is another creative

“gency, and another swperintending
dgeacy, besides kis.”
“ Stop again. Ido not say that there

are combinations of conditions which
God does not control. - He does con-
trol them as he wishes, in this way or
that, as he may elect. But I de not
hesitate to affirm that there are combin-
atiens of conditions in this world which
God did not cause. God has made free
agents and intelligent agents, and the
very fact of them being intelligent
and free, implies a power on their part
to produce certain independent resalts,
Any other view weould make God the
author of all the plots, and the machin-
ations, and all the mischief that is con-
cieved and hatched in all the world.
As an illustration of what I mean, take
whiskey for example. Now God did
indeed make the corn and the rye, and
he did make the water that is used for
the mash ; and the copper that is cons
verted into a still. But he did not make
the still-worm, and he did not make
the whiskey. The continuation ef
agencies, and the process by which corn
i8 converted into svmething hitherto
not in existence, i8 man's own work, for
which he is himself exclusively respon-
sible. God did noet make whiskey, nor
did he make gun-powder, nor did he
make a thousand things by which men
entice and destroy each other.

* Your idea, neighbor Manly, is that
I must avoid the theological stumbling
block of admitting that God is not the
exclusive Creator. 1 shall wot hesi-
tate there a moment. There are some
things in the universe that God did
not create. He did not create sim ; he
did not create the Devil.

‘““Aba !” said Manly, “ now I have
you. Then the Devil created himself
—he is wunderived, he is self-exist-
ent.” '

“ Gently, Manly, gently. Don't be
sure you have me. You have some-
thing. Well so be it. But when a
man fishing gets something on his
hoek, before he shouts, he had better
wait till he pulls it out of the water to
see whether he has got a fish or a frog.
I repeat my remark, Ged did not create
the Devil. What he did create was an
angel of Light possessed of enormous
power and capacity—a prince among
the angels. This princeamongthe angels
turned bimself intoa Devil. His original
substance i8 derived from Ged ; but his
devilism was the product of his own
intellect, his own imagination, his own
aspirations, and his own self-acting will.
So I say that God made the angel, but
the Devil madehimself. The same thing
is being imitated every day. There is
that fellow that was sentenced to state-
prison the other day. He had a pious
mother whe gave him his being; but
his pieus mother did not make him the
horse-thief that he is.

“ And that reminds me of Bob Inger-
soll, who is going ‘up and down thé land
airing his blasphemy to everybody who
will pay the price of a ticket to hear it,
Bob is much exercised to know where
the Devil came from. He thinks he
puts Christian people in a dilemma.
[f they reply that Goed made him, then
Bob thinks he has logically fa-tened
the origin of the evil on the jast Judge
of all the earth. But if Christians say

the devil made himself, then he
criecs out ‘Aha! aha! just as
neighbour Jim kas done, then the

able to provide himself an answer to
this question from his own history.
I have heard from good authority that
Bob’s father was a worthy Preshyter-
ian preacher in Northern Ohio. Now
| let me put the question, Who was the
author of that blaspheming platform
speaker 7 If you say Bob's father was,
then you make that good man sleeping
quietly in his grave the author of all
that ribaldry and blasphemy that Bob
i8 belching out wherever he goes. The
old Presbyterian is the blasphemer.
But if you say, No! Bob's father is
not the author ;then, aha! aba! Bob
has no progenitor. but he begat himself,

at nonsense. The simple truth is
that Beb as a child derived his life from
his father, but as a blasphemer, Beb
has created himself. So hecan answer
the question as to where the Deyil
came from without bothering ‘other
people whese minds are made up en
the subject.

doctrime plainly stated.

| bad ever thought of a lie,

Devil is self-existent. Now, Bob is

“ Don’t say that in attributing to
Satan and to bad men a kind of creator-
ship in this way, I am runnisg counter
te the Bible, for I am not. Gad made
man upright, but he has sought out
many inventions! There-is the very
¢ Inventions’
that means new things, new contrivan-
ces, new ideas, not known befare., And
mark you, these inventions were mot
suggested to them from outside.” Man
‘sought them out” He pondered mat-
ters over in his mind, thoughtof this
possible combination and that possible
variation, and that other possible mod-
ification or alteration, until some new:|
conception of folly or wickedness came
into his mind as the result of the free
use of his faculties dealing with such
material as he had at hand.

“ In this way did Satan invenpt a lie
and invent sin.  Ile is the first one that
ever conceived the possibility. Nobody
before him had ever told a lie. Nobody
And so the
Saviour attributes this kind of ereator-
ship to him. When he speaketh a lie
he speaketh -of his own, for he is
a liar and the father of it. God
has made a thousand constituert
elements of things. When properly
combined they result in gooduess and
blessing. But man dissociates them,
recombines them, and then the outcome
is sin and death. Every sinner ¢h the
face of the earth is not enly an heir off
transmitted sinfulness. but he is a crea-
tor of sin—he is a sin-maker.” And
80 the Deacon went om picking Manly’s
argament to pieces. Jim muottered
something about man’s ** envirenment”’
inclining him to evil, to which the Dea-
con replied, that whatever was evil in
man’s environment did not come from
God, but from the Devil, “from
previous generations of sinners.

It will be seen that Election was not
touched after all. And your reperter
was glad for one that it was not. I am
afraid that the shiogle-piles have not
heard the last of the tussle between
them. But Nelson Wheelers’ turning
down the lights stopped the controver-
sy and all hands were soon on the

way 10 their homes. — Stub Pen.in N.
Bap.
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The last Healing Miracle of the
Christ.

BY REV. JOHN STOCK, LLD.

-~ % And He touched his ear and healed
him.” Luke xxii. 51.

1. It is notewerthy that Luke is the
only evangelist who narrates the fact
that this miracleof bealing was wrougkt.
Matthew, Mark,and Jehn all, like Luke,
record that the blow was struck and
the ear severed ; but Luke isthe only
one of the four who tells us,not only that
the hort was healed, but how the heal-
ing was effected. ** And He touched his
ear and healed him.” Now thisisa beau-
tiful illustration of the distinet character
of each gospel. Luke was “the beloved
physician,” Cel. iv. 14. It was not at all
likely that an accomplished disciple of
Hippocrates, and a follower of the heal-
ing art, would fail to record this mirae.-
ulous cure and the method of its ac-
complishment.

No, a physician would |
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being to cleave the head in two, But
in the darkness, broken only by the

to miss its mark.
of fulling full upom the skull, glanced

down the side of the head, and severed
the ear.

was about to surremder
the hands of his énemies, and to endure
stripes, and wounds, and the bitter-
est pangs of death. His visage was soon

His form more than the sens of men.
The ploughers were to make broad

heart divided with the spear. In His
unutterable agony He would soon be
heard uttering the piteous wail, * M
God! My God! Why hast thou for-
saken me?” All the waves and bil-
lows of sorrow were to go over Him
He was to sink in deep waters, where
there was no standing. His eutward
appearance would be one of the deepest
wretchedness and utter helplessness.
And yet, with one touch of that hand
80 soon to be nailed to the cross, Ile
healed this maimed man. Thus He
proved that in His power were the is-

His consent ; that He had power to lay
it down, and power to take it again.

just as a little after, when impaled up-
on the cress, amid His agony and bloed,

welcome to the splendours of Paradise.
Never were humiliation and majesty so
combinedasthey were intheclosingscene
of the earthly career of the~Messiah.
When nearest death and the temb He

preved His own power to Meal both
body and soul,

4. Inthis incident we see another il-
lustration of the Saviour's geatle and
forgiving spirit.
had come to seize Him,and were thirst-
ing for His sacred blood. No thought

entered into their hard hearts. They
were set on His death by the most
frightful process of crucifixion.
man whose ear was severed was a ser-
vant of the high priest—the willing tool

areth.
time at least their victim should net es-

the bitter dregs of the cup of shame
and -agbmy. Jesus must die, and
His death be made as painful aud
shameful as possible. And yet the Sav-
wir's meck and gentle spirit prompted
Him te returo them good for evil. They
came to slay Him, but e was among
them to healandto savethem. e could
have smitten them to the earth by the
slumbering thunderbolts of His wrath,
but He gave them healing and blessing
instead.  To the last He illustrated s

surely record this ** case,” whoever else
might omit it, thus affording a striking

example of the human element in
( the Holy Scriptures, notwithsianding
| their plenary inspiration by the Holy
| Spirit.  Each seribe wrote as moved by
the Holy Spirit, but each wrote as bis
own education and tastes led bim. The
mental and moral idiosyncrasy of every
one was mot annihilated, but taken un-
der Divine contrel, and made subsid-
iary to the preduction ef a perfect, be-
cause many-sided record. Luke is * the
doctor” comsistently and everywhere,

2. The probabilities are that the ear |

was not struck completely off, but that
it hung dowm by a small thread of
flesh. The Lord replaced the ear
in its natural position, and by Iis sim-
ple touch at once perfected the healing
process, so that not even a scar remained
to “indicate that the member had
ever been severed. The blow was evi-

owu words :—** The son of Man is not
| come to destroy men's lives but to save
them,”

0. By this act of healing our Lord
proved that, in laying the foundations
- of His kingdom among men, He would
| have ne blood to shed but His own
il’vu‘.r had drawn the sword without
| bis Master’s permission to do so. But
| the act was utterly repugnant to the
| will of eur Lord. He had come to lay

the foundations of His kingdom over
' human seuls by the sacrifice of His life

3. Jesus “ healed him!” Here was |
a wondrous exhibition of Divine power |
given at the moment when our Lord  may
Himself into |

|

|
s

to be marred more than any man’s, and |

Medo-Persia, of Macedon, of Rome, of
Mahomet, of Charlemagne, of - Napol-

fitful gleams of the torches and lamps, | eon 1., and our own empire in India,
it was easy for Peter's unpracticed hand | have all been won at the sword’s point,
The blow, instead | and by the slaughter of hecatembs of

victims. But when Jesus would win
a universal kingdom over human hearts
and consciences, no one must die but
Himself, Peter is told to put up his
sword in its sheath, that Jesus alome
suffer, and the mischief which
that sword had wrought when drawn,
Jesus repairs. The King Himself must
die that He-may conquer human souls,
and become l:f)l’ll of (3v)rlH(‘i(fﬂ(!HS. [10
must haye anibsolute monopoly of the

| sufferings which are to bring Him into

their furrows upon his back. His tem- |
ples were to be torn with a crown of |
thorns ; His hands and feet were to be |
pierced with the eruel nails, and His |

a seat on the right hand of His Father’s
throne,

There 8 no other example of the
kind in the history of our planet. No
other king has ever died to reign, or

| p!h“.w] from crucifixion to m,vungign(y_

sues of lite and of death ; that no man |
could take His lite from Him without |

sut there are at this moment millions

y "of men and women in all parts of our’

world, speaking  different languages,
who would shed the last drop of their
blood rather than renounce their alle-
giance to the Crocified Orne.” Jesus
reigns, and He reigns becanse He died.
“1, if I be lifted up from the earth
will draw all men unto (John
xi. 32.)

6. The events which followed this
act of healing shew the blindness and
infatuation of unbelief and hate.

Owne  would have thought that
such a display of Divine power, and of

me.”

| pity for men who were thirsting for His

|

He first made the blaspheming thief a | touched. This miraculous display of

humble penitent, and then bade him |

E blood, would have disarmed the hostil-
The bright beams of saving pewer shone ity of His foes. Surely they will pause
all the more brightly when they fell | intheir impious career in the presence
across the dark background of the ut- | of such majesty and unmerited com-
ter humiliation of that terrible period ; |

passion. - But no, they rushed onward
in their purswit of the Saviour's life,
their hearts unsoftened, their souls un-

pity for His encmies no more deterred
them from their purpose than a straw

would stem the rush of a mountain tor-
rent.

= Hatred and unbelie/ have no feeling.
They are blind. They have no eye to
perceive the pleasantest evidences. The
very men whe saw our Lord raise Laz-

The murderous band |

|

of mercy tewards Jesus of Nazareth |

The !

of an implacable hater of Jesus et Naz- |
Both master and man were of |
one spirit ; their resolve was that this |

cape them, but sheuld be made to drain |

t mission ?
|

(arus from the dead went away ‘and
plotted his death. They said, * This
man doeth mamy miracles.” What
' then? Shall we believe in His Divine
No ! kill Him out eof the
way.

The root of unbelief is in a depraved
heart.  The evidence of our Saviour’s
| Divine mission was clear enough. It
| was not more abundant proof that these
' men  wanted, bet a rencwed heart.
** How .can ye believe, who receive hon-
~our one of another, and seek not the
homour that cometh from God enly ?”
John v. 44, “The wicked through
the pride of his countenance will mot
serk after God.,” Psalm x 4. Mira-
cles are evidence of a special Divine in-
terposition, but they have no power to
change the heart, or to destroy preju-
dice. Scarcely bhad the voiee of God
“1 am the Lord
thy God whe have brought thee oat of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage ;” * Thou shalt have no other
(reds before me,”( E.xodus xx. 2,5, when
the Isaraelites made a golden calf to
worship, and dared 1o mingle the wild
shouts of their idolatrous mirth with
the rolling thunders of the Divine
presence.  The probabilities are that
this very servant of the high priest
Joined as loudly as the rest in the aw-
ful ery, *“ Crucify Him ! Crucify

ceased to announee

Him !”

| a8 our ransom and substitute. His own |

* Qught not the Christ to suffer these
things, and to enter into His gloryl”

on the battle-field. The mighty war-
rior has led forth his hosts to the de-

the sacrifice of their own lives.

dently aimed at the skull, the object

cross was to be the basis of His throne. |

Earthly empircs have been created
by the slaughter of millions of lives up- |

T ——

The union of matter and form makes
a body ; the union of body and soul to-
gether makes . a man ; and the union of
man and Christ makes a Christian and
sap from this root makes him a grow-
ing one.— Ralph Frkines.

- - .

The test fidelity to Christ is shown
in a daily vigilant service to Him in
trifles, in efforts to honor Him in hum-

| ble, inconspicuous service, such as ia

 good temper in families, sympathy with

!

struction of his enemies, and often te  man and beast, honesty in business, lib-
The |

erality to servanmts, fidelity to employ-

empires of Besostrip, of Assyria, of | ers’ v
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