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“The doorways are arched and pillared. 

‘and partly gilded. 
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tistery 
Mellafount was originally one of the 

mostimporiant and mag 

The following is a brief description of 

the baptistery ; 

This building has been an octagon, 

only four sides of which remain at 

present. Each side was perforated with 

an arched doorway, and the exterior 
angles were ornamented by a reeded 

pilaster. A projecting cornice 1s con- 

tinued sround at half the elevation. 

The arches are semi-circular, and togeth- 

er with the pillars, are a perfect model 
of exquisite workmanship. They ap- 

as if moulded in stone, not cut; 

and all together they are umiform in 
their general appearance, yet no twoare 

exactly alike in detail, and are highly 

valuable as a specimen of the fine arts 

in Ireland prior to the English invasion. 

The ornamental parts are composed of 

red granite, and were formerly painted 

That a Bishop then was simply the 

pastor of a single church or congrega- 

tion, Dr. Carew of Maynoeth, in his 

ecclesiastical history of Ireland, (per- 

haps unwittingly), admits. He says: 

In effect, the system which the Irish 

church adopted with regard to Episcopal 
Sgtes, was entirely similar to that which 

was followed in. those churches which 

were founded immediately after the 

time of the apostles. According to this 

system, every town where the converts 

were numerous, was honored by the 

pointmeht of a Bishop, who resided 
permanently there, and devoted his 
pastoral solicitude exclusively to the 

care of the inhabitants. This ancient 
the fathers of the council of Sar- 

dica thought it necceessary to modify. 

To maintain the respectability of the 

Episcopal order, the Council ordered 

that, for the time to come,Bishops should 

take up their residemce in the more 

inportant towns. 

Thus the “ancient usages” are set 

aside, aud the Romish system substi- 

tuted. By such usurpations, the ancient 

system was gradually displaced, until 
the innovations and inventions of priest. 

craft ripened into the great apostacy. 
AN IRISH-AMERICAN BAPTIST. 

— Watchman. 

—— -u — 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Convention Work. 

My. Editor,— 

It is not necessary for me to criticise 

the criticisms which the Chairman of 
the Finance Committee has made on a 

communication which. I sent you some 
time time ago on * Convention Work.” 

at Mellafount, Co. Louth. ; of benevolence. The best of them will | 

feel the need of intelligent and #ympa. 

HY ser wey ong +d can receive it. 
iastical edific ected in Ireland. | be thankiud, if the eve I Ao jastical edifices ever erected a ei at oy Ae. Bf a 

actual condition of our churches, their 
energies can be directed towards special 
end common ends only by the employ- 
ment of special agencies. 
that the Committee will adopt some 
such means for the accomplishment of 

the purpose for which they were ap- 
pointed. 

It is enough to say that he has quite 

misapprehended the purpose of the ar- | seamed thay it is this discrimination 

ticle. There is nothing in it that sheuld | 

bave been understood by any one as | 
coming from any ocher than a friend of | ¢0t action to protect the interests com- 

r . ! 
The writer | 

” 

the “ Convention Scheme. 
: § BE en | says in an editorial article in his paper wished that the “ Scheme ” should be | 0 tung ph fail of fifty 

worked out more thoroughly and fairly. 
Notwithstanding the criticisms on my 

communication, the substance of it re- 

mains unaffected :—the body of our 
people have not yet intelligently accept- | moving, the College would receive $1,- 
ed the “ Scheme” in its true intent, 

apd there are ne indications that ade- 
quate means are being employed to 
bring our churches to comprehend the 
plan marked out for them, and to act in 
barmony with it. Let us gratefully 
admit that the Committee have done 
all that has been claimed to promote | isters’ Boards. 

| one to see that two and a half per cent. the plan. But, when we consider the 
numerous and severe labors that must | 
be borne by the members of this Com- 
mittee in their respective stations, no 
one can for a moment believe that the 
fragment of time which one of them 
may possibly exempt from the claims 
of all his other services, will be enough 
to permit him properly to superintend 
the collection of all the benevolent 
funds that ought to be raised by all the 
churches of Nova Scotia, or that a sim- 
ilar portion of his time would permit | 
another member of the committee to 
perform a like service forall the church- 
es in New Brunswick. However 
strong those brethren may be. they will 
be ready to acknowledge the limitations 
that lie in the nature of things. Let it 
be admitted that the ministers ought to | 
teach and guide the churches in regard 
to the special objects of the Convention ; 
and, besides this, let it be granted that 
they are doing much in this respect. 
But will they do much more than they | 
have done in the past ? Will pastors 
leave their own fields to rouse and guide 
indolent churches ? Shall we expect 
by such agencies to quicken into ac- 
tivity, churches that have been resting 
these many ye«rs, about as calm as a 
frosen sea? The labors of most ef our 
ministers in their own fields are so con- 
stant, and the demands on their sympa- 
thies made by the varying events with- 
in their own charges are so exhausting, 
that few of them can find the time to 
study the claims of the various objects 

involves the idea of raising a certain 

sum of mouey, but also it declares that 

the money shall be appropriated to. spe- 
cified objects according to a fixed scale. 

This feature of the plan is very gene- 

efit designed in the plan is lo a large 
extent lost. 
contributions is largely for the benefit 
of one or two of g¢he funds, harm comes 

jects should be preserved. 

THE 

idtanée in this refit i 

I still hope 

The “Convention Scheme ” not only 

rally overlooked, aad thereby the ben- 

If the increase in the 

with the good. The design of the 
Convention was that a proportion in 
the amounts given to the different ob- 

It is to be 
fearcd that sufficient attention has not 
been directed to this view of the subject. 
In varieus ways encouragement is given 
to discrimination favorable to ene or 
another object. The Couventien ad- 
vises the churches to send in their col- 
lections without designation, and forgets 
sometimes to follow its own advice, 
The Associations permit similar depar- 
tures from the ** Scheme ” which is sup- 
posed to be their guide. The Minis- 
terial Conferences are generally mis- 
sionary orgamigstions, and naturally 
make their collections for special pur- 
poses. The Mission Aid Dands are 
industrious in gathering all they can for 
Foreign Missions. Missionary concerts 
still take collections for a particular 
fund. - Sabbath Schools, churches and 
individuals still contribute for specific 
objects in the foreign field. The men 
employed by the Home Mission Beard 
naturally keep the wants of that Board 
before the people with whom they labor. 
By all these and other means a large 
amount of designated money is sent 
for Missions. The other Boards are 
not expected to appeal for epecial con- 
tributions, and a disproportion at omce 
appears. After all the designated 
moneys have been subtracted from the 
total of the contributions, the per-cent- 
ages are struck from the remainder. 
The result is, that the College Board, 
for example, which by the scheme is 
promised twepiy-five per cent, of the 
cuntributions, is said to receive only 
nine. or ten per cent. It may be as- 

against them (unintended but yet actual) 
which has meved that Board to its re- 

mitted to it. The editor of the Visitor 

cents a member could be raised this 
year, it would give the College $4,500. 
Instead of that, as things bave been 

700,—an important difference especially 
in view of the fact that the Provincial 
grants will cease in a month or two. 

It would require too much space for 
me to show how the present system 
works to the disadvantage of the Min- 
isterial Education and the Infirm Min- 

But it is easy for any 

of a sum of money, and two and a half 
per cent. of half of that sum of money 
are quite different. The case, Mr. 
Editor, seems to me not unlike one 
which arose in the early history of the 
church, when the Grecians complained 
that they were neglected in the minis- 
tration from a common fund. A simi- 
lar remedy can be applied. If we can- 
not find a man Or men who possess the 
Apestolic requirements in full measure, 
let us cordially accept any who may be 
appointed to the service of caring impar- 
tially for all these objects to which the 
Convention is pledged, and, as far as in 
us lies, strengthen them by hearty co- 
operation. Yours truly, 

A MEMBER OF THE, CONVENTION. 

- --— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Home Missions. 

The Home Mission Board held its 
regalar monthly meeting in the vestry 
of the First Baptist Church, Yarmouth, 
Monday the 13th inst, 

Treasurer reported receipts of the 
month £214.83. Reports were read 
from brethren Archibald, Thompson, 
Hayward, and Coldwell. Grants were 
made as follows : 

1. To Westchester Church; N. S., 
$30.00 for one year from Aug. 1, 1880. 

2. To Sackville, Bedford and Fall 
River, N. 8., $75.00 for one year 

“8. To Weldford Church, Ken 

Jun. 1, 1881. 

$75.00 to Greywood and io 
“the year beginning Aug. 1, 158 

Ra EG COE Al by i Hot wd 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

N. B.,, $65.00 for one year fron 
WSU Say 

. 4. To the 
vig. : $25.00 to A lis. 

5. To Knowlesville, Glassville, &e., 
$75.00 for nine months from Nov. 1, 
1880. : 

6. Rev. I. Wallace, a mission of 3 
months to destitute sections in the 
eastern part of the province. Places 
to be named by the Beard. 

| Omission. yr 

I find that I omitted to mention in 
my last report*the appoititient of Rev. T 
D. Freeman to a mission of 6 menths 
in destitute seetions in Kings Co. and 
New Ross in Lunenburg Co.  / 

& Need of Money. | 
We are still hard pressed for money 

to pay your missionaries. More than 
$800.00 is needed to pay the order 
already drawn. 
We are glad to know that many of 

the Churches sided by opr Board are 
esdeavouring to work up the Coaven- 
tion Scheme. We hope that all will 
take hold of it. 

Lecture for Sale. 
The Corresponding Secretary is pre- 

pared to furnish the excellent lécture 
on ** Church Membership” delivered 
before the Hants Co. Auxiliary Board, 
by Rev. J. W. Manning, at $1.50 per 
one hundred copies, or at the same rate 
for any number of copies. 

A. Conoon, Cor. Sec'y. 
Hebron, Dee. 14, 1880. 

BE .  L — a PR— 

. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Our Foreign Missions. 

Dear Bro. Selden,— 

The Foreign Missionary Board has 
recently received letters from Messrs. 
Churchill and Sanford, containing some 
items which will be of interest to many 
of your readers. 

Bro. Churchill, under date of Oct. 
13, writes that he had been lately sub- 
jected to two or three severe attacks of 

. sickness, but at the time of writing, he 
was again able to attend to the tedious 
and perplexing work of building. 
He reports the mission-house as rap- 

idly nearing completion. When that is 
finished he will be relieved from any 
further care in building, since provi- 

gives a statement in roun 

ye Wo of) thgglagdin 

iti AR Ba EN HRN youd pe 

PEE ARN ) SHEEN 

DECEMBER 22, 1880, 

Mission pfemises at 

iow 

for tao fami 

3. Store rooms and wor 
4. Stable and waggon house.. 

8. C00 OF IRB. svsioneroncboessss 

He says:— 

levelling. Besides, 

is worth Rs. 15,000. - 

was this; we 

ing stone. 

work. 
I am heartily 

a good ap nce, 

pose of our mission. 
It seems now as thou 

right way. 

of those who op 

alone. 
quite another to go forth 

gospel which slays. 

men have labored and dentially, he was enabled a short time 
since to purchase a house admirably situ- 
ated for the two-fold purpose of provid- 
ing a most convenient pulpit from which 
to preach the gospel to the masses, and 
also to furnish the station with a swita- 
ble school building. Mr. C.says: 

“ I.could scarcely better the location, 
if I had full choice of the town. It is 
on the best street midway between the 
morning and evening bazaar. .- . The 
front verandah comes right eut on the 
street, and will make a good place from 
which to address the crowd that can 
always be gathered in a few minutes, or 
it is a good place to sit. down and talk 
to a few in a more private way.” 

Mr. C. made some slight alterations 
in the building, and Mrs. Churchill hgs 
already opened a school there with over 
forty pupils in attendance. Mr. C, says : 
“1 do not feel ready to leave Bobbili 

et, and do not know as I ever shall, 
ut really I do wish to do somethin 
more than get a place to live in before 1 
have to go. The desire to see familiar 
scenes and faces, at times is strong, but 
the desire to stay here awhile is stronger, 
and I'hope we may be allowed to stay, 
and not in vain. ; 
Oh! the work to be done, and scarcely 

a commencement made as yet. I do 
not know of any one yet to help me in 
the work here. 
There is great need of a good man, 

or, rather three or four to go out into 
the towns and villages all around the 
country to preach and to distribute 
books and tracts. I hope to gq out 
some this cool season.” 

Mr. C. is very anxious that the 
mission . should be immediately rein- 
forced, and remarks that, 

“ Surely there can be no trouble in 
finding a man to come. There aught to 
be a good man at Chicacolednot that 
the work is mot being well attended to 
by Miss Hammond, for I believe it is; 
but it is too much for her. 
Another vacancy may be not far ahead, 

and who is to fill it? Surely our Mis- 
sion, now that we are nearly through 
building, ought to support three stations 
with a spare man for emergencies. I 
had rather decline the addition to my 
salary, which has been so kindly re- 
commended, if by so doing another 
man would be at once put inta the 
field. . . . The young Rajah came 
of age a few weeks since, but there is a 
quarrel between him and the Ranee who 
refuses to deliver the estate to him. 
br Ae biped BoB 
settled for some | 

Mr. Sanford, under date of 28th Oct. 
furnishes several interesting facts and. 

from Dec. 1, 1880. 
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unmoved. 

those en 

alone. 
work. ait a 
to attempt much, and to e 

barren enterprise. 

Yours, in Christ, 

Sec'y 

2, Girls’ Sehool Housé,....c.... | 

5. Native helper’s house....... 

7. Wallsand hedges enclosing 

Compound ces sape gos TTY “ 

The leading natives and Eur 
experienced in building, assured Bro. S. 
when the mission premises were in 
course of erection, that they could not 
be completed short of from Rs. 15,000 
to Rs. 20,000. Mr. 8. says * The secret 

pitched upon 
partly on the hill side and by digging 
and levelling, found nearly all our build- 

No cost for cartage. We 
also burned a considerable of the lime 
used. To this may be added the fact 
that we planned and executed our own 

RT 
i» 500 
an 200 

ER) 

Rs. 102500 

“Irhave made no account of ‘the 
heavy expense for levelling, though we 
removed not less than an acre.of land 
six feet in depth. The stone obtained 
from the excavation was required in the 
building, and’ niéarly’ offset the cost of 

we supplied the 
town with seven thousand cart loa 
earth and rubble for which we realized 
over Rs. 400. This is also reckoned as 
an offset. "I consider your’ property 
here; when valued at the market rate, 

ds of 

a place 

glad we have accom: 
plished the task. The buildings present 

They are sub- 
stantial and well adapted to the pur- 

gh we are ina 
position to take hold of our work in the 

The task in hand is to do 
what we can under the Divine guidance 
in planning and executing a campaign 
in the interests of Christ's kingdom 
throughout this wide field of spiritual 
darkness. But how great the difficulty ! 
It requires superhuman wisdom and 
strength. We can meet the arguments 

pose. . That does not 
cause much apprehension. But how to 
organize success amidst such a maze of 
conflicting forces is a matter which can 
be accomplished through divine idance 

It is one thing to beat the air; it 
as an host 

armed with that living power of the 

Some seventy-five years have passed 
since christian missions were established 
in this, the Vizagapatam district. Good 

gone to their rest. 
Apparently the spiritual results of these 
labors have been extremely meagre. 
The people are hard and dead in hea- 
thenism. There is considerable know- 
ledge in many cases, but the heart is 

The melting fire is needed. 
I helioge that what ig prerequisite on the 
part o ed in the Master's 
name to save souls, 1s a confidence which 
takes hold of His strength and a yearn- 
ing love which takes hold of men lost in 
sin. ‘And this is not for missionaries 

It is for all who have part in this 
It is our high privilege 

t much. 
Our adorable Redeemer and Lord who 
counted us worthy of a trust in common 
with his saints has not sent us upon a 

His blessing will far 
exceed our efforts in every case. To 
Him be honor everlasting! 
to baptize next Sabbath morning.” 

We trust that the friends of Foreign 
Missions, seeing hew anxious our breth- 
ren in the field are for the success of 
the work in India, will unitedly pay in 
behalf of our Mission, and especially 
that suitable persons to reinforce the 
Mission may soon present themselves. 

I expect 

W. P. EvEReTT, 

F. M. Board, 
St. John, N. B., 18th Dec. 1880. 

re ee ~~ i 

“ul known the | 
| to God in the 

—Syr—— 

multitude of the heavenly: 
joined in praising God. an 

ryellous news o 
e highest, and 

grand summary of the gospel, is | 
repeated by thousands of hearts ‘and 
it dwells on tens of thousands of youthful 
lips as the most delightful revelation 
that ever came from heavén to the 
children of men on earth. 
We have no sympathy with the 

austerity that would banish from our 

nineteenth century observances the in- 
stitotion of Christmas. Although; we 
have not yet found the precept or 
example in the New Testament. for 
publicly observing the day as the an- 
niversary of our Lord's birth, yet, as we 
rejoice in the great truth that “God 

so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life,” we can ‘let 
this inspire our songs of praise, in the 

gifts with which we strive to surprise 
each other, without doing violence to 
our religious seraples. And we ean 
think afresh ''each year of the'!time 
when the old prophecy—* Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a soa is given,” 
was fulfilled. 

Whilst we see no obligation to the 
church te observe the day, we r 
it as peculiarly a religious, rote 
festival. One of the titles of eur 
was the Everlasting Father, He is 
mindful of the wants of his children. 
His gifts are costly. Indeed so costly 
and precious are they that He who was 
rich, for our sakes became poor, that 
we might be made rich. He emptied 

looks with the tenderest love to each 
member of the family and proffers 
such blessings as may render us, even 
on earth, happy beyond all expression. 

pardon and peace, and he will give us 
Himself—the child, the man, the sacri- 
fice, the friend and brother, with the as- 
surance that such blessings and rela- 
tionships are to be—not transitory for 
one season of the year—but permanent 
and indeed everlasting. 

ra 

Our next issue will complete the 
44th yearly volume of the CamrisTIAN 
MESSENGER, and the 25th year of our 
connection with the paper. For a 
Quarter-of-a- Century have we continued 
week after week to speak 19 0ur friends, 
to their children, and to the tea of 
their children on various matters of 
utmost importance: to them and the 
world at large. 

For 52 weeks each year, have ‘we 
continued to send to our readers forty 
full columns of varied instruciive mat- 
ters, embracing Religious and General 
News, Parliamentary proceedings and 
Poetry, History and Current” events, 
Agriculture and Science, Health Hints 
and Household Matters. Correspond- 
“ence from our best and ablest writers in 
the three Provinces, and not a few let- 
ters of much interest from mere distant 
countries. 
We are not accustomed to indulge in 

boasting, or making empty promises, 
but hepe todo as im the past, and as 
much better as possible in the future. 
Oar best thanks are due, and are 

hereby tendered afresh to our prompt 
advance subscribers. The kind words 
that so often accompany their subserip- 
tions, are a source of strength in many 
a day of difficulty. Our ministering 
and other brethren who render such 
valued aid as Agents, who embrace op- 

| portunities of speaking to their people 

¥ ue Chistian Messenger, 
and friends on behalf the Messenger will 
also please receive our hearty acknow- 
ledgments. For reward we can with 
confidence refer them to the lasting re- 

have an authentic 

Son of God on earth 

sion of “ Glory to Ged.” 

angels, desire to look into. 

make kmown to 

suggestions. Having completed 
§ wie 

people,” We can also 

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS. 

It becomes us to be thankful that we 
record of 

entrance of our Lord into this world 
as the Prince of Peace, and that we 
can see over again the Star which pre- 
ceded the wise men from the East to 
the humble dwelling first offered to the 

at Bethlehem. 
We may also hear the delightful sounds 
of the Song of the Angels—perhaps 
not the tones and cadences just in the 
same order, nor the harmony as per- 
fect, nor the symphonies as rich and 
varied and grand, nor the chorus as 
full ; but we may use the same expres- 

And if we 
feel that we have been lost and without 
hope we can sing of redeemin 
and dying love ; which things t 

grace 
ey, the 

é can, Loo, 
like them, rejoice in being allowed to 

lost men the same 
“ Good tidings of great joy to all 

sults of their kind endeavours in the 
families to whom the paper has been 
sent through them Itis often remarked 
by Pastors, that they 

the MESSENGER is taken, and where it 

more extensive reading, we may assure 

the MESSENGER must bave a pretty 
goed general view of what is going on 
in the church and in the world. 
The thought has just ocourred to us 

that the 25th Anniversary of married 
life is the Silver Wedding; and we 
would now say to those fri who 
have forgotten to send on their sub- 
scriptions during the past year, and 
seme for a lomger period: If you 

on, 50 as to reach us, on, or befor 
New Year's Day the full amount 

for you all, and a most 
Silver Wedding 

household and family, and enjoy the 

himself that we might be filled. He 

It is but for us to accept his gifts of . 
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: at omce find by . 
the | the intelligence of the members, where 

is not. Without any disparagement of 

our subscribers that constant readers of 

fib 
would all kindly favor us by iy a 

what is due it would be a happy thought 

forus. We ask only 
for what we have a just right to ex- 
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