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day eve;l’i_ng if it had been in use the

evening previous? Florence did not
gee it, however, and Ethel began her
reading with the mental comment, “1
must tell Lottie to be more careful with
her dusting ; she must have neglected
that top shelf.”

She opened to the fourteenth chapter
of John: “Let mnot your hearts be
troubled, ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house are
many mansions. If it were not so I
would have told you. I go to prePare a
place for you.”

Ethel read through those sweet, com-
forting words without the slightest
thought that they in any way referred
to ber. Such an idea, that one of those
mansions might be prepared for her,
neyer omce entered her mind. But
then she was reading her chapter, you
know, and that is what every professor
of religion should d».

So she read on : * If ye shall ask any-
thing in my name, I will do it.”

«Oh dear! I wonder how much
longer this chapter is?  Thirty-one
yerses—dear me | Well, where was 17
Oh yes: ¢ If ye love me keep my com-
mandments. And I will pray the
Father, and he will send you another
Comforter, that shall abide with you for
ever.'"”

Was that Comforter speaking words
of peace—peace such as the world can-
not give—in Ethel’s heart then? She
did not hear him, but went steadily on
with her-chapter until she had reached
the last word of the thirty-first verse;
then she closed her beok with a sigh of
relief, thinking ‘how faithfully she had
performed her duty.

She did not remember that the com-
mand came to us mot to read, but
«“Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life.”

Eoveespondence,

For the Christian Messenger,

TLuthardt’s Apologetical
Discourses.

-

Trayslated from the German for the
Christian Messenger, by Prof. D. M.
Welton.

FOURTH DISOOURSE.

The Creation of the World.
1L '

But the materialistic view is com-
pletely overtlirown by the
organism.

fact of

If organic structure consisted simply
of parts mechanically united, it would

. suffice to explain its form and action

by the application of mechanical
force. But whence the origin of organ-

ism? In vain has it been sought in a
mere physical occurrence. We may
think of atoms as we please; they furnish
no explanation of organi¢c forms. Be-
tween the formation of crystals and or
ganic - formations there is an essential
difference. What distinguishes organ-
ism is the living reciprocal action of its
inner constituent parts and the recip
rocal-relation into which it comes with
the parts which surround it, by whieh a
continual change of its state is effected:
There is thus disclosed to our contem-
plation a world not only of causes, but
The highest contemplation of

law of design. This however bespeaks
a high intelligence. The Pantheism of
Spinoza and recent natural science have
begun to combat the idea of Teleology
(the doctrine of final causes): it is a
¢ madness of puny, ephemeral man " to
wish to estimate infinite nature on the
principle of conformity to design. But
the law of design is alaw of our spiritual
nature, and hence we seek and find it
also without us. Everywhere we meet
it, in particulars as well as in the gene-
ral. In every organism there lies a
thought at bottom. This thought is
prior to its realization, and its presence
rules the whole. Cuvier determined
the structure of the animals even of
the primeval world from single bones.
So truly does the idea of the whole rule
also' in individuals. This idea works
with reference to the future. The eye
is for light and the ear for sound, &ec.
But the eye is fashioned in darkness
and the ear in silence. As ‘8oon how-
ever as they have been formed they

~come-into relation to light and sound.

‘We see here an activity issuing in a par-
ticular end,—an agency which refers us
back beyond all external causes to
the fashioning, design-fulfilling thought.

RETI T X DN TR T Tk LR AT B

And this dominance of thought which |
we discover in particulars,—does ‘it not

pervade the whole ? A
the bottom of the whole world,—a plan
and an advancing realization-ef a plan,
from lower steps to ever higher ones,
even to the highest limit, so that the
whole development is controlled by the
idea of the highest step. The last is
before the first, the whole is before the
particulars—namely, in the idea. In
like' manner an ideal power dominates
the development of the whole and of
every part. How shall this fact be ex-
plained if only matter and force or un-
conscious nature is known, and not the

| creative might of a world-building intel-

ligence ?

And even if on that supposition we
should try to account for the,present
activity of nature, how shall we in gen-
eral explain the first beginning of or-
ganic life ? Can organic life ‘be consti-
tuted from that which isinorganic, and
the living from the lifeless ? Strauss
has, indeed, in order to escape the sup-
position that man was created, allowed
himself to believe that he originated as,
in his opinion, the tape-worm originated,
which is not seldom some 20 feet long,
namely, by the so-calléd generatio @qui
yoca, that is, by independent origination
from simple nfatter without the inter-
vention of a living présence. But exact
natural science knows nothing of this
“guperstition” of a generatio eyuivoca.
Whatever lives owes its. origin to the
living. In thé primitive time every-
thing, indeed, is said to have been
otherwise. Then matter possessed a free
generating power, now the energy of the
old earth is exhausted. But thisis only
a fantastic dream. Organism springs
only from organism, and life only from
life. - Man may ever sumamon to his aid
chemical and physical forces and repre-
sent nature as a great chemical labora-
tory, but in spite of.the “progress which
chemistry has made in the last three
decades it has not yet produced a single
animated cell,and never will, and Faust’s
Wagner still waits by the chemical re-
tort for the manikin (homunculus) to
come forth.

And if it were admitted that nature
is a great chemical laboratory in which
life may be generated, where is the
chemist that works in this laboratory ?

In short; this materialism is like a
thin ice-floor which breaks at every step
which is taken upon it. How then shall
we build our world-contemplation upon
it ? s

But it is replied : if this m»terialism
amounts  to nething, still the Christian
method of contemplating the world fails
before the facts of Astronomy and Ge-
| ology.

It is continually said: Astronomy is
the refutation of Christianity. The Co-
pernican system has pronounced the
christian world-contemplation utterly
untenable, and modern discoveries have
only confirmed this judgment. Accord-
ing to the christian world-contempla-
tion the earth is the central point ofthe
universe.
end of the whole creation; here the
Son of (God has become ‘man to provide
a redemption, the effect of which is felt
throughout the universe ; and the future
destiny of the universe is bound up
with that of man and this planet. But
the Copernican astronomy teaches us
that the earth is a vanishing point in
the universe, one of the smallest satel-
lites of one of the most insignificant
suns. - Infinite space is filled with solar
systems in comparison with which ours
is nothing. In our milky way alone
And our milky way is only an is-
land in the universal ocean! In
the farthest off space are worlds upon
worlds.
ness !

And how immense the remote-
Although light travels some 230,
000 miles a second, the light of the
nearest fixed star must occupy 4 years
in coming to us, the light of the most
distant parts of the milky way must
occupy 8,000 years, and that of the
farthest nebulawhich are visible,at least
20 millions of years. So at least we
are assured. If now we could travel by
rail day and night at the rate of 30
miles an hour, it would take’ us 400
years to reach the sun, and since the
nearest fixed star is 269,420 times far-
ther off, te reach it would take 108 mil-
lions of years. How then can the earth—
this mere particle of floating dust==be
considered the central point of the uni-
veise? We cannot but confess to the
infinitude of the world, as Schiller has

»
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A thought lies at -

For here is man who is the-

are more than twenty millions of suns !

I

done in his Poem, “ The greatness of the
world "' .

« Steh ! du segelst unsonst—vor dir Un-
endlichkeit !”’

“ Steh ! du segelst umsonst—Pilger auch
hinter mir !
Senke nieder,
Adlergedank, dein Gefieder!
Kiihne Seglerin! Phantasic !
Wirf ein muthloses Anker hie.”

“ Stay ! Thou sailest in vain—before thee
is infinity I” ;
“ Stay ! Trou sailest in vain—pilgrim
also after me!
. Fold eagle-thought,
Thy plumes !

Bold navigator ! Fancy!

Discouraged, cast thy anchor here!”

Christianity stands and falls with the
old Ptolemaic system. This system,
however, has;fallen before the Coperni-
can. The latter has exploded an error
several thousand years old—a splendid
triumph of the human mind and a proof
that in the end truth will conquer. The
old Theologians well knew why it would
be to their advantage to oppose this
system ; the Romish church had con-
demned the propositions of Galileo and
forced him to a recantation. .

But in vain.

What shall we say-to this? The
Copernican system 1is, indeed, truth
and a triumph of mind. But is it in-
counsistent with ' Christianity ? Coperni-
cus did not himself think so. With the
investigations of the ,astronomer he
united the religious duties of the priest,
and it was his religious inclinations
which led him to his great discovery ;
his contemporaries, however, thought to
honor him with the inscription which
appears over his portrait in St. John’s
Church at Thorn and which translated
reads thus : :

Not the grace which Paul received do I
request,

Nor the kindnecss with which Thou didst
Sorgive Peter

That only which Phou on the cross didst
grant the thief, :
That only I implore.

T o b S—

For the Christian Messenger.

Concerning Home Missions in New
Brunswick.

St. JouN, N. B., Jan. 2nd, 1880.
Dear Sir,—

I beg through the columns of the
MESSENGER to correct an error made by
the Rev. Dr. Day in his report to the
Board of Home Missions for Nova Scotia
at its regular session in November last:
The report réads as follews :

Rev. Geo. E. Day, on behalf of the
Committee to confer with the N. B.
Home Mission Society on the carrying
on of mission work in New Brunswick,
reported that the N. B. Board had voted
to hand their work and field to the Board
of the Conv\ention, thar Board agreeing

Mission work in New Brunswick during
the. Conventional year. Thereport was
adopted. :

Of the several propositions submitted
to the N. B. Board bv the Convention
Board the following was adopted :

“The N. B. Home Mission Board to
“appoint a committee of three of its
“ members to administer any monies
“received from the Estabrooks Fund,
“afid to consult with convention Board
“of Home Missions in regard to fields
“ and missions. The Convention Board
“ of Home Missions guaranteeing to ex-
“pend a sum of not less than twenty-
“ two hundred dollars in Home Mission-
“ ary operations within the Province for
‘“ the current year, All agents of the N,
“ B, Home Mission Board to be with-
“drawn from the field, and all collecting
“to be done through the finance com-
“ mittee of the Convention.”

Signed, Geo. E. Davy.
J. MaARros.

“ Committee of Convention Board of

“ Home Missions.”

- The repqrt made -by Rev. Dr. Day
would lead to a misconception on the
part of the brethren as to the position
of the two Boards. And while thanking
the brethren in Nova Scotia for the in-
terest they have taken in our welfare in
this matter, we are scarcely ready to

ignore our responsibility to the Society
who has entrusted its work into our
hands for the year, and to whom we are
expected to Teport at our next annual
gathering.
Respectfully yours,
T. H. HawL.

President of the N. B. Baptist Home

Missionary Board.

—— -

The New Testament Company of the
American Bible Revision Committee
have recently held their last meetings.
It is expected the revised New Testa-
ment will be published by the English
University presses this year, which is the
fifth semicentennial of the publication
of Wyclitfe's Bible the first complete
translation into the English lamguage.
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to spend not less than $2,200.00 in Home

For the Christi:_m Messenger. E
Autobiography of Rev..C. Tupper,
D. D. ;

APPENDIX No. 15.

In‘the Apostle Paul’s inventory of the |

estate of -believers he includes both life |

l
|
|
l
|
|

latter is gain ; but the former,  if duly |

improved, either by active service, or |

may be honorable to Deity and benefi- |
cial to men. So leng, therefore, as the ‘
Most High is pleased to preserve life,
the continuance of it should be regarded
as a blessing, and be recognized with
thankfulness. Consequently it seems
proper for me to acknowledge the
Divine favor im preserving my life
through another year. (1 Cor. 1i. 22.
Phil. i, 20-26.)

My Lealth has been generally as good
as could be reasonably expected at my
time of life. During the Week of
Prayer it was a privilege appreciated by
me to assist Brother Read in holding
meetings on days that were favorable.
My infirmity has of late rarely admitted
of my attending evening nteetings.

On the 21st January my beloved and
only surviving daughter; Mrs. Charles
Bleakney, was removed by death, after a
short illness. Only 13 days before she
had written to me that her health was
better than it had been for several years,
This unexpected announcement, com-
municated by felegram, was indeed very
painful. The assurance, however, that
her happy spirit had taken its flight to
the mansions of endless joy, afforded
me strong consolation. It had long
been her delight to serve her beloved
Redeemer in public and in private, and
to minister to the temporal and spiritual
welfare of the afflicted. She was mani-
festly ¢ faithful unto death”; and to
those who are so is promised ““a crewn
of life.”

As the weather was frequently boist-
erous, and the roads in an unfavourable
state during the winter, and as my
medical advisers- had cautiened me

v P T BAPU PaAp
against exposing my health by frequent
preaching, I had not often an opportuni-
tyg of engaging in this work. Oan the
13th day of April, however, being in a
place where the people rarely had aa
opportunity of hearing the gospel in
their neighborhood, I preached twice on
one Sabbath. This was the first time
that I had done so in the space of eight
months ; and it has been deemed pru-
dent by me to repeat it only once since
during the year.

Being doubtful if it would be judici-
ous for me to undertake a visit to my
relatives and friends in Cumberland
this year, I judged it advisable to take
the shorter journey to Newport first, as
indeed I had done several times before:
Accordingly Mrs. Tupper and I set out
on this tour May 16th, though slightly
indisposed omce or twice, yet after trav-
elling comsiderable distances, visiting
numerous families,and preaching several
times, I concluded that travelling mod-
erately, with short stages, and laboring
some in the ministry, were exercises
beneficial to my health. It therefore
appeared to me advisable to undertake
the journey (D. V.) to Cumberland.

On the 4th and 5th days of June, Mrs.
T. and I were favored with the privilege
of attending the Opening of the new
and spacious College Building, in Welf-
ville, acd the Anniversary of the [nsti
tutions.. The exercises were quite satis-
factory. By the cqurtesy of my Breth-
ren I was requested to lead in prayer on
each of these occasions.

June 2lst—24th, we attended the
Central Assoociation, which met in Ber-
wick. On the Lord’s day I preached by
appointment in the Methodist Chapel.
The additions to our Churches had mot
been large during the preceding year;
but a kindly spitit pervaded the meet-
ings of the sessien, and the season was
a pleasant one.

June 26th we crossed the Bay to Parrs-
borough comfortably. Numerous friends
were evidently glad to see us once
more ; and the gratification was recip-
rocal. After proceeding to Amherst,
and spending some days -there very
agreeably with relatives and frieads,
we proceeded to Amherst Shore. On
our way we met a mam who in
quired. Are mnot you Mr. Tupper?
On being answered in the affirmative,he

took my hand cordially, and remarked,

in effect, “ Whem I was a lad you over-

tookmonfoot,took_me into your car.

' never left me.”’
| member of a Biptist Church.

and death. To every child of God the |

by patient submission under affliction, |-
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riage, and talked to me kindly about the
salvation of my soul : and the impression

HHe had now become a
Such

| cheering reminiscences may well stimau-

late to continual and varied efforts to do
good. (See Eccles xi. ]
20. Jas. v.19, 20.)

On our arrival at the Shore, the blank

produced by the decease of my be-
loved daughter Charlotte, revived my
gensations of sorrow. But the remark’
of our blessed Lord to His disciples,
“If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, be-
cause I said, I go to the Father,” (Jno.
xiv. 23), tended to reconcile and console
me.
On Saturday, July 5th, I enjoyed, a
refreshing season in conference; and
preached on the Sabbath to a large and
attentive congregation.

As my valued friends, brother John
Read and wife, who reside 10 or 12
miles distant, in accordance with their
usual custom when I am there, were
present on this occasion, I agreed to
visit them at Bay Verte, and preach on
Wednesday, the 9th, at Port Elgin.
When I formerly labored in this region,
there were only two small houses where
now there is a considerable village, with
a Woollen Factory and a cemmodious
Meeting House.

Im compliance with a request from two
pious widows, a mother and daughter,
resident in the vicinity of Port Eigin,
with whom I had formerly been ac-
quainted, I visited them in their afflic-
tion by sickness. At the close of an
agreeable interview, the younger one,
Mrs. Elizabeth Turner, entrusted me
with $10 for our Foreign and $10 forour
Home Mission. Brother Read also, for
himself and son, sent by me $5 toward
the expense of rebuilding our College in
Welfville. It afforded ine much plea-
gure to remit these benefactions for the
important objects named.

July 12—15, I attended the Eastern
Association, at Goose  River. - By ap-
pointment I preached on Lord’s day
morning in the Baptist Meeting [Houge
The Sessiom of this Association was, IR
general, pleasant; and

, 6. Isa. xxxiii.

the renewal of
acquaintances with old and esteemed
friends, quite gratifying.

‘ in 1819.

In travelling up and down the Shore
from Goose River to Bay Verte, about
20 miles, | was naturally led toreflect on
“the change effected in the space of 60
years, since I first travelled it, namely
\ There were then only a few
inhabitants—scarcely any of them now
living—occupying small houses. A great
part of the distance there was ne road ;
but I had to pick my, way along the sea
shore ; and as there were no places for
public worship, to preach in private
houses, visit families, and to collect a
small company here and there to hear
the gospel. Now thereare many peoples
with excellent roads, good houses, fine
farms, large herds of cattle, and—best of
all— commodious Meeting Houses.

After visiting the people, and preach-
ing in Amherst and Parrsborough
through the kindness of Providence we

reached home comfortably on thé 2ad
day of August. :

As my esteemed Brother E. O. Read,
has, by reason of a ‘disordered state of
the organs of speech, been unable to
preach of late, I have principally assist-
ed him, so far as the state of my health,
and that of the roads and weather have
permitted.

The foliowing resume of my labors
during the year 1379 shews indeed a
diminution from former years; but 1
would gratefully acknowledge the Divine
goodness which has -enabled me to per-
form even a little ministerial labor at so
advanced a period of life; namely, 85,
August 6, 1879:—Travelled 1600 miles
by team, preached 40 sermons, attended
72 other meetings, almost invariably
taking.an active part in each, and made
348 religious family visits.

[t may be proper to add, as an indica-
tion that my work is about done, that
the last time I attempted to preach,

ec. 28th, toward the close of my dis-

course | fainted. Many supposed me to

be/ dying. On reviving, however, 1 sat
up, and briefly concluded my sermon.

.It may be remarked, in comclusion,

| that it has been my privilege to be per-

sonally.acquainted from my youth with
three of our justly valued Ministers, who
labered long and very usefully in King's
County, namely, Edward Manning, Theo.
S. Harding, and William Chipman; to
hear each of them preach when over 80
years of age, am interesting sermon at an
Associatien within a year, if 1 mistake
not, of the time of his decease; and to
witness, in the case eof each, a little
while before his departure, the serenity
of his mind, and the steadfastness of his
faith in Christ. May the close of my
life be as peaceful as theirs, and the re-

membrance of me as fragrant !

Tremont, Aylesford, Jan. 2, 1880.
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