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For the Christian Messenger.
That letter again.
Mr. Editor,~—

Your cbrrespondent. ¢ A friend of
the Theological School,” seems to be
not altogether satisfied with the way in
which 1 have chesen to disglaim all
conn’ectinn with the letter of -Dr. Read
which recently appeared in your col-
umns. He tells your readers that ** he
did not suspect either Drs. Cramp or
Crawley, or Prof. Higgins, Jones or

Kennedy, or teachers MacViecar or
Coldwell,”—what a particular recital |
of names! How the mind is permitted |
to dwell on each by his skillful rhetori- |
cal use of the *or” betweep them!|
And what- an enviable contrast my
pame is thrown into by his confessjon
that le did suspect' me! As I have
never by word or act furnished any
just ground for such suspicions, how
generous the nature that could. have
indulged in them! He “ asks himself

me in this connection.” _Doe: he mean
to intimate that he hardly knows why?
If so, I teg to assure him that the
matter is pretty clear te others.

But he mainly concerns himself in
his communicatien with my purpose not
to go behind other people to utter any
criticisms [ may have to effer. He
sincerely hopes I will never bave any
criticisms like those of Dr. Read to
make, and that if Ido I will never
make them. I am quite ready to join
him in the expression of the hope of
never having occasion to criticise the
conduct of those emtrusted with the
managemeat of our dememinational af-
fairs ; and I trust, if such oecasion

it, I shall be able to do so in a preper
manner and spirit. - But are we to un-
derstand that criticisms are not under
any circumstances to be made —that
no person must say a word, let things go
as they will? If so, I must respect-
fully decline to subscribe to the doc-
trine. I am really desirous of pleasing
“ A friend of the Theological School ”
in this matter, and think on the whole
it may perhaps be best for me to adopt
the principle of never committing my-
self to a criticism of any kiud without
first snbmitting it to him for his ap-
proval. But in order to this it will
be necessary to know his name. He
will therefore please let his real self
appear in anything he may write in the

future. Then, too, the ' public "will
knew who it is that has been drawing
on his own imagination for the dishon-
orable motives which he has béen im-
puting to me.

D. M. WELTON.

The Ohwistian Rlessenger,

Halifax. N. S., March 3, 1880, '

The Inaunzural Address of the Rev.
George Gould, of Norwich, England,
at the Autumnal Session of the Bap-
tist Urion, held in Glasgow, contains
the following paragraph :

“ Qursons and our daughters are as
gensitive to the charms of the most
polished and refined society as those
who, in any rank er church, are their
equals in intelligence, in culture, and in
virtue. Scarcely owning the fact to
themselves, for the sake of this, they
seek other ecclesiastical fellowships.
Sometimes, and these not unfrequently, |

they excuse themselves in terms which |
fill us with anxiety, because of the
logical issue of the principle upon whig

| world, there are some 6

in training children to Baptist prineiples
and practices. This evil influence can
be successfully resisted only by a clear
and well defined knowledge of divine
truth, and a quiet acceptance of the
same with all its consequences, together
with a thoroughly inwrought convic-
tion of duty to God to maintain and
defend the same in the world. This
vantage ground- cannot be reached by
Baptist children” as they come along
over the several stages of early life, if
the parents encourage in them natural
hankering for worldly society and
amusements.

In presenting thege views we assume

| the regenerated condition of the young

people, for if this is not experienced by
them, no training, no pargntal influaence,
or denominational zeal will suce-ed in
removing the constant tendency of
the unconverted members of, Baptist
families as. well as others towards
worldliness. But the worldliness of
nominal christians and the means at
their disposal wisely %sed, is often
sufficient to seduce even the converted
members of eur families, unless resisted
by - maintaining 'an active, holy life.
This life however cannot be attained,
if parents encourage their young peeple
to mingle in the society of the worldly.
That dance, that ball, that one night at
the theatre, that one evening spent
among the worldly fashionable ones
may turn the current of thought and
sympathy of the young man er woman,
and form the beginning of alienating
the heart from the Sabbath School, the
prayer meeting, and christian work, and
may earry the mind, the ambition and
the strength of the heart into worldly
channels. By and by the parents are
sad, the church is in grief, and the
pastor is disappeinted.. The, young
man or young woman disappears from
the Baptist church and appears in a
congregation to which the tide of
worldly advancément will carry any
one who may be cast upon it. Then
follow the arguments :— Baptism is
not essential to salvation ; there are
good people among all denominations ;
it does not make any matter what a
persen believes, limited by so called
orthodexy, so that the person lives
right. The result is the Baptist ranks
are thinned and the ranks of nominal,
worldly christians are strengthened.
Obsta Principia—Resist beginnings.

THE DISTRESS IN IRELAND.

Our English papers give abundant
evidences of the alarming distress in
Ireland. Here is a specimen or two
from a letter from R. K. Eccles, M. D.
Referring to the state of Western Ire-
land- he says :—

“ Along that indented coast, whose
natural harbours are unequagled in the
W00 people
unusually near thé verge of star-
vation, because it is the hap eof these
poor folks to be annually more or less in
proximity to that sad condition. Their

| situation is unpropitious ; for, though

the environs present to the painter
landscapes of much beauty, to the sports-
man rivers full of fish and meors alive
with game, and to the tourist dells in
which even in the first week of January
he may cull the blooms of the arbutus,
the primrose, and other flowers of spring,
yet in that locality the cold damp winds
from ocean beat down the corn and
blight the potato, and rainy seasons,
whose approach can ill be forecast even
by the weatherwise, cut off the winter

' fuel, while the surface of the country

presents such obstacles to. the making

' of roads and railways as to prevent

they rest ; for they plead that the qués- | easy communication with more favored

tion of baptism is non-essential to salva- | districts. -
Thank God that we kmow that | cOPstant work. Spade-husbandry he ab-

tion.
¢ he that hath the Son of God hath |
eternal life, and shall not come into |
eondemnation but is passed from death |
unto life;’ but so much the more
earnestly do we conterd that we should |
be careful to observe a!l which a loving
Saviour enjoins upon us, and to do it
as He has commanded.”

This suggests a similar experiemce
among Baptists on this side of the
Atlantic, especially in towns and cities.

Much has been said and written in
the way prescribing remedies. It bas
often been asserted that it results from
a faulty training by parents, by the
lack of demominational literature in our
bouses, by the absence of instruction
in our special views from the Sabbath
School teachers amd from the pulpit.

It is prebable that the weakness of |

some young Baptist people to resist sl Y
. : ¢ island statistics show.
the temptations of the blandishments of | we have lost in our potato crop alone

so called society, may be traced to the
above causes ; But were all these posi-
tive influences kept in a high state of
perfection, the evil in our opinion would
not disappear.

It must not be forgotten that temp-
tation is temptation, training or ne
training, -and is often sufficient to un-
settle the results of the best that can

The western peasant detests

hors and avoids when he can. He thinks
himself “lucky " if he is able to borrow
a sorry nag, which, harnessed by an im-
promptu gear of ropes and rags to a

rickety and primeval plough, may help |

him to pulverise the surface of his corn
land just sufficiently to hide the seed
from the birds. If, in the potato-setting

. he must employ a spade,the most handy

“tool " in his estimation will probably
have its “iron”
half, through use or accident.
this he will barely turn up as much
earth as may cover the “sets” from
which his future crop is to come.

In the best of seasons such thriftless-
ness entails a little pinch about the end
of Spring. This is generally got over
through credit at the huckster’s. But
when an exceptionally bad season comes,
this poor easy goimg class, is. universally
and immediately prostrated./ That such
an evil time has just mow visited our
In three years

. more than eleven and a-half milliens

sterling. Saviags have diminished five
and a-quarter millions. The value of
the average crop of potatoes in the years
'74,'75, and '76 was nine and a quarter
millions. Last year's crop estimated at

resent famime prices has brought im
Eut three and a-quarter millions. There
is a parish containing 4,000 inhabitants;
of these one-sixth is in the process of

be done, in the present state of things,;{}th starvation. Within its boumds

diminished by a full |
With |

5

none §
Only two farms have a valuation above
£15. Hundreds of inhabitants have mev-
er seen a railway train or a full grown
tree. Its soil is either rock or trembling
bog. The boats'employed are frames of
wood covered with tarred hides. The
hovels vary—some are the ordinary
mud-huts which figure in every Irish 1l-
lustration ; others, looked at from the
outside, seem but one house. On closer
investigation, however, this one house is
found “ to be split up into five frightful
hutches, in each of whose bne cimmer-
ian chamber, by the light of a wisp of
straw, you dimly see families of six or
ten crouched around a morsel of burn-
ing turf, half-elad, half-starved, and bur-
ied away from daylight.” Others again
are but crannies between boulders which
have been roofed over with rough sticks,
and these covered with turf-sods.. In
another parish the fields are encumber-
ed with. blocks of stene, which dyna-
mate alone could dispose of. The live
stock in many cases has dissappeared,
even to the hens. Where the little
mountain cow remains it is starving like
its owner. For tood many have but a
handfullof Indian meal boiled,or shell-fish
gathered from the strand. Some try to
satisfy their hunger on esculent sea-
weed. At one town such crowds have
beset the house where the gentlemen of
the relief fund were sitting that the
police had te be got out. An attempt
to board a ship carrying meal was made
at Slyne Henf. A gunboatis to be des-
patched to protect coasting vessels car-
rying provisions. One bas already been
placed at the disposal of the distributors
of the Duchess of Marlborongh’s Fund.
In a parish of five thousand souls all ex-
cept two families are on the high read
to starvation. They are eating their
seed-potatoes. Anything more than
ene meal a day is a luxury. Many
of the men are so worn down by priva-
tion that they sit mopingin their homes,
languid and indifferent. The methers
alone seem to keep heart and hope as
they toil for ‘the little ones and their
stupefied husbands. In another district
we are told of one hundred and twenty
families already starving, amd that two
hundred more will be equally ill offin a
menth. “In one parish,” says Dr.
Watts, professor of theology in the Pres-
byterian College, ‘“ a brother writes that
8ix hundred families are in a state of
destitution.” ¢ Letters from brethren
who labour in the specified districts re-
veal a state of things absolutely appall-
ing. Want has come in a moment up-
ona large class of our fellow countrymen,
In the presence of such calamity I am
persuaded that our Church will net fail
to come to the rescue.”

Tre DArx or PraYER for Colleges
which has been observed with much
interest for many years past has in the
United States and these provinces in
many cases been followed by very
marked blessing. Thursday last was set
apart at Wolfville in connection with
the College and Academies there. The
teachers and students of all the depart-
ments assembled in the Academy Hall
at 11 a. m. Dr. Sawyer presided and
gave a very appropriate address. The
services were participated in by quite
a number of the teachers and students,
who manifested in their prayers and
addresses an earnest desire for renewed
spiritual blessings. The venerable Dr.
Crawley was present and gave a most
lmpressive address.

The members of the Junior Class of
Acadia College on Friday last present-
ed to Prot. Jones a copy of Webster's
Unabridged Dictienary, latest edition.
On one of the fly-leaves was the follow-
ing inscription :—* Presented to Prof.
R. V. Jones, A. M., on the 27th of Feb-
ruary, 1880, by the Class of 1881.”

The Methodist ministry.in this prov-
ince seem not a little perplexed over the
matter of ministers receiving Invitations
from Circuits. Theplan of leaving the
appointment of ministers entirely in the
hands of the Stationing Committee of
Conference does not appear altogether
satisfactory to the people orto the minis-
ters. Some ministers are charged with
seeking for invitations; and yet it seems
a question whether it is legally right
for a congregation to invite a minisier.
Then again another question exists
whether a dependent circuit or congre-
gation may do 8o, or if only independent
circuits shall havesuch privileges. Again,
another question in connection with
this matter is, whether a minister un-
der any circamstances shall have the
right to present his case before the Sta-
tioning Commitiee. These are some of
the difficulties in the way of the settle-
ment of ministers for the short terms
they have to exercise their ministry.
Baptists have their difficulties, but they
will perceive that others also are not
without difficuties although they may
be of amother character. This Metho-
dist tendency i8 towards greater inde-
pendency.

N -

A notice of the Anniversary of the
A Book & Tract Society is crowded
out till our next.

.pqéak wEnglish but two families.

‘organization of government.

The Blue Books giving all the de_-!
tails of the work performed in the
various Departments of the Civil Ser-
vice, fllling thousands of pages, are
coming forth from the Capital of the
Dominion. The perusal of these is|
sufficient to occupy =all thestime it is |
possible to,‘command, just after the |
opening of parliament. The tabulated |
statements in them compiled with so |
much care, and presented with so much |
accuracy and despateh shew the vast
amount of machinery employed in the
The com-
parisons between the statistics of pre-
vious years with the results of the last
year. are also full of .dnstruction. We
find it difficult to gather from this vast
mass of material much that we are able
to ‘present to.our readers except by
burdening portions of our columns re-
quired for other thiags. We however
offer a few items :

TOTAL VALUE OF IMPORTS.

U R AR $93,081,787
SOTRSE . ok 81,064,427

Decrease. . .« ... 811,117,360
AMOUNT OF DUTIES COLLECTED.

BOTTNE L Vi et ek $12,795,693 17
ST i i whde 12,939,540 66 -
Increase...... $143,847 49
TOTAL VALUE OF EXPORTS.
1 B DR I e T $79,223,667
1 RN R 71,491,265
Decrease........ $7,882,412

CUSTOMS REVENUE IN PROVINCES.

|
. Fiscal Year ending 30th June, 1879.

PROVINCES. |

Customs Other
Duties. i Revenues.,Gm"d Totals.
!

Ontario ....| $4,955476 73 £23,035 06 24,078,514 79
uebec. ....| 4,733,248 92| 55,670 85 4,788,019 27
ova Scotia.| 1,183,003 04 21,196 40 1,204,280 44

N. Brungv'k | 1,040,000 69 14,438 03 1,063,447 72

Manitoba. .. 274,23501, 1,249 60, 275,484 70

B. Columbia 516,261 87, 5,181 19, 521,443 06

P. E. Island. 206,245 04 2,190 77 208,435 81

N. W. Ter. . S ..l 21,970 36

Grand Totals ¥12,939,540 66 $122,964 49/213,062,505 15

VALUE OF IMPORTS FOR HOME CONSUMP-
TION BY COUNTRIES.

1877-8. 1878-9.
Great Britain...... $37,431,180 $30,993,130
United States...... 48,631,789 438,739,219
France......... ... 1885008 1,582,194,
SOTIIRLY .. oivie. o 399,326 440,909
IR viw vch » o nid b o . 277,429 343,849
T GG SR 41,913 25,510
R N 653,310 33,461
T SRR 213,014 200,575
Belgium.... ... TN 255,695 170,031
B. N. A. Provinces. 672,665 639,406
British West Indies 578,405 650,087
Spanish West Indies 417,178 575,969
French West Indies 21,686 18,008
Other West Indials. 16,580 8,365
South America..... 15,447 4 388
China and Japan. .. 883,676 448,962
Switzerland . ..... 61,178 94,781
SRTENR. o Teie i e —— 1,851
South Africa....... 45,019 106,592
Other Countries.... 299,136 306,324
VALUE OF EXPORTS—BY COUNTRIES.
1877-8. 1878-9.
Great Britain...... $45,041,539 $36,295,718
United States...... 25,244 898 27,165,501
i e 369,391 714,575
Umeay:. .. ... .vos 122254 ., 112,090
S S shas it 47,816 50,596
o R o0 104,028 185,748
TR et 151,861 148,472
R s e 53,750 9,713
T R T R 49,998 40,430
B. N. A. Provinces.. 2,094,682 1,641,417
British West Indies. 1,950,144 1,955,584
Spanish West Indies 1,089,807 1,237,508
French West Indies. 246,738 219,121
Other West India Is. 127,458 88,367
South America..... 664,357 741,442
China and Japan. .. 102,568 56,551
ADSEEEIA o b 000000 370,723 290,762
South Africa....... 46,365 45,515

605.290 041,766

O i e sk $79,823,667 371,491,255

THE IN THE

ADVANCE PRICE
OF PAPER.—The Western news-

papers are raising their price-lists.
The Chicago Times announces that in-
asmuch as the price of white paper has
advanced fully 50 per cent, so that the
difference in cost amounts to $100.000
a year. [t will be compelled to charge
its readers a little more for every print-
ed sheet. The daily issues is to be
sold for 6 cents a copy, $14 a year,
without the Sunday paper, and $16
with it. The Chicago Tribune retains
its price, but reduces its size by drop-
ping a part of its supplements. ‘The
St: Louis morning papers have ad-
vanced their rates from 4 to 5 cents.
The N.Y. Daily Witness has again
suspended.

.- --_— ~ -

The Baptist friends of Higher Edu-
cation in Ontario seem to be somewhat
divided in their operations. Whilst the

ethren gemerally are discussing the
question of an Endowment for the Can-
adian Literary Institute and considering
hew best to promote Theological training
another party is actively at work col-
lecting frem the charches for Prairie
College, Manitoba, an institution .to be
raised on an Induestrial foundation for
the West. Whilst both may be desirable,
yet it would seem a great pity that all
are not working together for one end,
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INpusTrIAL MoxTaLY, and commercia]
and statistical Review Jamuary 188¢
E. Young &c. Co., publishers, New
York. :

This is a new monthly under  the

editorship of Kdward Young we Ppre-
sume formerly of the Bureau 6f Statis-
ties at Washington. The editor ap-
pears to be familiar with Trade Statis.
ties of the United States and Canada,
and will doubtless be a valuable periodi.
cal in the intersts of Commerce. In an
article on the Peolitical Destiny of Can-
ada he says :

Whatever opinions may be entertained
in Canada in regard to reciprocal trade
between that country and the United
States, or by the few in faver of indépen.
dence, one thing is certain that no con.
siderable number of people in the
Province of Quebec, are in favor of an.
nexation to the United States. Britigsh
Columbia, which entered into Confedera.
tion on the condition that a Railway te
the Pacific should be built by the Domin.
ion government, periodically enforces
its demand for the speedy completion
of that immensely expensive Public

work by threats of secession to the

United. States.

In our boyhood we knew an old man
who when a boy enforced- his demand
for luxuries upon his widowed mother
by threatening to jump into a well,
running towards it with the apparent
intenfion of jumping over the curb,
which action invariably brought his fond
but foolish mother to terms; but Step-
hen prospered and lived to advanced
age without adorning a tale in Sunday
School literature (for the geod boys enly
are suppesed to die youmng.) His ex-
ample is now imitated by a young woman
Mrs. Columbia, who has gone to house-
keeping in her new and distant home.
Irritated at the delay of her mother and
big sisters in naking a good road, as
they promised, over whick she could
easily and quickly travel to visit her
Eastern friends, she threatens to leave
the homestead, and occasionally starts
with the avowed imtention of jumping
over the fence into the richer field of
her neighbor, who has roads already
made to every part of his big farm.

The probability is however, that the

young matron, will have a large fam-
ily, and live to a prosperous old age,
on goeod terms with her family and with
her soeuthern neighbor. Age and ex-
~perience, 1o say nothing of the rod of
adversity, are good correctivenes of
foolish boys and silly girls.”

AMERICAN BarTisT ALMANAC 1880 Amenri-
can Baptist Publication Society, Phil-
adelphia pp. 152, 50 cents.

The getting up of this annualinvolves

a vast amount of labor. It contains a

brief account of the various Baptist So-

cieties, Associations and other organi-
zations with the deneminational statis-
tics in the Uaited States. So far as
they can be ascertained.

[t appears from the Tables thatin the

U. States there were in 1878, 1879
Bap. Associations 1,075 1,095
Churches 24,499 24,794
Ordaired Ministers, 14,954 15,401
Additions byBaptism, 102,736 789,24
“ Letter, 40,046 33,095
“ Experience, 8§ 089 9,232
¢ Restoration, 13,257 1,922
Diminutions by Death, 18,385 14,437
“ Letter, 41,465 35,077
“ Exclusion, 30,266 - 20,580
¢ Erasure, 6,823 3,809

Total Membership, 2,102,034 2,133,044
Increase during year 31,010,

fhotices.

EASTERN COUNTIES MINISTERIAL AND LAY
CONFERENCE,

This Conference will meet (D. V.,) on
the 19th of March, 1880, when a season
of unusal interest is expected. KEssays
on different subjects will be read by T.
M. King, and A. H. Dehkins. The ser-
mon will be preached by the Secretary,
at 7 p. m. Saturday. Ministers and
Delegates intending to be present will
kindly communicate with Captain J.
McConnell, Port Hillford. The former
name of Port H., was Indian Harbor.

A. H. Deakins, Sec'y.

Guysborough, Feb. 27, 1880.

The mext meeting of the Colchester
and Cumberland Baptist S. S. Conven-
tion will be held with the Church at
Pugwash on March 24th 1880. Morn-
ing session will be takem up by the
reading ., of letters from the different
scheols of the two counties, and an
Essay by Rev. M. P. Freeman, subject
of the Essay, “ How te make the Sun-
day School attractive.”

Aftermoon, KEssay by Rev. J, E.
Goucher, subject, ** Sabbath Schoel con-
certs, use and abuse,” followed by dis-
cussion and remarks.

Evening session, Essay by Rev, C, H.
Martell, subject, *“The place of the S.
S. im.relation to the family and’pulpit."”
followed by discussion and remarks. A
form will be sent to each S. School im
the two counties, which must be filled
out accurately and returned to the
Secretary of the Convention to be
read in the morping session. Each
school is requested to send one or more
delegates to the Comvention se as to
have a good representation of our 8. S.

for a time at least.

workers in the counties.
* A.J. WALKER, Sec’y.
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