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For the Christian Messenger.
Encouragement and Caution to‘
Baptists.

Dear Editor,— a

As the readers of -the Hessenger de-
light in good news from the various
parts of the field, I will send you a uote |
of such encouragement  from Port
George, a seciion of the Pine Grove
Church. In October last three young
women, who had never before m'mlc
any profession of religion, publicly
expressed an earnest desire for salva-
tion. This we regarded as *“a osund of
going in the tops of the mulberry-trees”
and we went out to battle believing that
God had gone forth before us. We
hield special meetings for a few weeks
during which quite a number _exper-
ienced hope in Jesus, cicht of \&:h@ru- I
baptized and welcomed into the Church
of Christ.

That God is visiting any part of his
thirsty heritage is occasion for gratitude
and encouragment. e e

My ** Caution to Baptists 7. will be
anticipated by some when I state that
our meetings were held in a meeting-
house in which Baptists own a large
number of pews, but the Deed of which
is held by the Methodist Conference.
As soon as God gave us converts and
we baptized them in the right way, we
were shut oul.

My caution issimply this—- Baptists do
not put your money intoa meeting-house,
upon the promise that you can occupy
the house “ whem not occupied by the
Methodists.” if the Deed is held by the
Methodist Conference.

. "I do not impeach the integrity »f that
body, but local. prejudices and jealous-
ies arise which result in shutting out
the Baptists sometimes by unauthorized
and unprincipled individoals, in which
case the proper agent of the Confer-
ence finds it difficult to restore justice
even tf he would. -

If you make a present to assist in
building the house or buy a pew to have
a seat when you want to go to Metho-
dist meeting, all right.

In some places it may be thought
necessary to build a“* Union house”—
about which, however, there will some-
times be “ disunion ”—but when you
join in such a house be caretul about
the Deed. You may be told that the
Methodist Conference is a body corpor-
ate,and thus in aposition to hold proper-
ty in trust, and that it is necessary for
the property to be deeded to seme such
body, theérefore it will be less trou-
ble and all right just to have it thus
arranged. DBe not deceived by such
sophistry. '

If you think you must have a Union
house, contend —if need be —for a Board
of trustees-composed of representatives
of the denominations comcerned, and |

have the property deeded to such Board |

of trustees for the use of those'denom- |
inations.

(Perhaps it would be well it some of |
our brethren acquainted with the legal-'|
ity of such matters, would give us the |
proper course to pursue in such cases,
The above is simply my opinion from a
knowledge of several such cases.)

The experience of our brethren at
Port George is the same "as that of our
brethren in a number of other places in
the Province. When the Baptists put

their money into the hou |
pledge was given that the house should |
be free for theuseof all denominations |
except Roman Catholics, whew not occit-
pz'ed by the Methodists. So say many of
the pe\\'-hnldvrs and léading members of
the Methodist .3‘01,'3"?_‘,’ too. That Pl('(}_‘:'-"
~ given by the Methodist Minister then on

the circuit—-I believe was cennine. The
Baptists acted upon that pledge, bought |
péws and have enjoyed the use of the |
.bouse. They have joined in Union
Meetings and  received the smaller |
ghare without molestation. But new
when we saw favorable indications we
went forward in special work without |
asking permission of Rev., Mr. S, or
any other person. :

I tried to preach M:ing but the sim-
ple trath as it is in Jesus, laying special
and repeated stress on the cantion to let
pothing, not even divinely appointed
ordinances, come between the sinuer
and Jesus the Saviour. -God gave us
converts. I baptized them. Standing |
in the Methodist Meeting-house. 1
gave them the hand of fellowship

' into the Baptist Church.

My next meeting was in a rvented
Hall. But after due deliberation be-
tween the presiding minister and the
reconstructed board of trustees the ex-
clusion was partially recalled.” But
the * resolution ” sent to me was by
no means Batisfactory, as it gave only a
limited privilege with an intimation of
further limitation at the option of the
trustees : a violation of the original
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| the rate at which we live is quickened,
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But Iam happy to inform our friends
that we have rented a commodious and l
comfortable Hall, more ‘avorably situa- |
ted, in which we can meet every Sab-
bath for worship, continuing our Sab-
bath' School, with preaching and pray-
er meetings.

Brethren, you see the force of the
“ caution,” as such caseg. {requently oc-
cur.

There are a few persons yet who
think a small’ quantity of water suffi-
cient for the ordinance of baptism. On
our first eccasicn of Baptistn we used a
well filled mill pond—but just before
the hour for the second occasion a good
sister of another society hoisted the gate
and drained the pond, but unfortunately
for our zealous sister she could not hoist
the gates of the Bay of Fundy, and
we * went down into” its beautiful
still blue waters and ¢ buried by bap-
tism” the five believers in Jesus.

Yours truly.
J. H. RoBBINS.

For @e Christian Messenger.

Mr. Gladstone before the Students
. of Glasgow University.

3

Mr. Gladstone,as Lord Rec!or of the
Glasgow University, gave an address
to the students of that institution, dur-
ing his recent political campaign in
Scotland. He congratulated them that
they were all *“ working bees,” not so
the students of Cambridge and Oxford.
Drones regard the University “as a
pleasant lounge, subject to the draw-
back of lessons of routine, which it is
their chief care to keep down te a min-
imum.” These students Mr. G. calls
pseudo-students whom the authorities
of England will endeavour to keep down,
if they cannot exterminate them. Their
future is foreshadowed by their conduct
—they are “ a dangerous class.”

In 1861 Glasgow had 1,140 students,
its present number is 2,096. The other
three Universities of Scotland had in-
creased at about the same rate. Seot-
land, with her three and a half millions,
has 5,500 students .in her four Univer-
sities. Three hundred and ninety-one
of the studénts at Glasgow sustain
themselves by their own labors. In
referring to the many departments of
labor from which the studenty came,
Mr. G. said, “I do not know, and hard-
ly can conceive,” a fact * in itself more
striking, more touching, or. one more
full of promise for the future of yoar
country:”

‘“THE

PURSUIT OF WEALTH AND
KNOWLEDGE,”

as effected by the University was placed
before the students. The * advantages”
of kmowledge *“lie in the far future,
and do not administer te the feverish
excitement incidental to the pursuits of
They help to settle the

tend to self-command,
AH honour to the

-

self-government. ¢

Uciversity.”
LEGAL STUDIES,

‘must continue, they cannot disappear
by the mutations of the future ; the de-
mand for them, if not in the order of
nature, is in the constitution of things
which is founded on dissenion.
‘¢ Neither State, nor Parliament, ner
Press, is more essential to liberty than
an absolutely frce spoken -bar.” The
legal profession affords an opportunity
for bigh and varied &attainments inm
knowledge and power. |

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION,
“ The constantly growing complexity
of life appears to bring with it, a con-
stantly growing complexity of disease,

the demands on thought and emoftion
are heightened, without any correspon-
ding increase of natural force in the
organs and faculties.s The interaction !
of mind and body widens’ the field of |
knewledge and makes a demand upon |
the profession for careful research and |
continued study.” |

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

Mr. Gladstone congratulated the
University on the large number of stu-
dents for the ministry. There was a
falling off on the continent, both ic the
Catholic and Protestant churcheés. The
intellectual dignity of the ministry, re-
ceived the testimony of the learned
speaker. This element of the profess-
ion will still be needed ; for the. intel-
lectual battle against 'Christianity is
still raging. The ministry investigates
and maintains truth in the transceadent
region which determines the relation
between this material life and the un-
seen, between this transitory. life and
the imperishable. ** P 3

THE TEACHING PROFESSION.
Formerly this profession was léarned

pledge.

by practiee.

Now there is theory and |

A

CHRISTIAN

MENS

s 10 839 ¢ ol i bt 3

apprenticeship. The profession hys at
last found its level.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
HISTORY.

. No subject received somuch attention
at the hands of Mr. Gladstone as this
one. It is among the mest potent and
effective of all instruments of human
education., It introduces s to infinitely
diversified ferms of thought. It sup-
plies large matérial for judging of ha-
man conduct, which is a great work—a
work surpassing all our powers. The
man who by history can enter into the
condition ot any age and judge impar-
tially discharges-a duty of equity, and
aequires by degrees a  supplenes
and. elasticity of mental discernment
which enable him to separate between
the wine and the lees and-between the
grain and the chaff. The historical
mind is both judicial and philosephic.
DANGERS OF EXCLUSIVE PURSUITS.

Some small skulls, dug up in the
Orkneys, were put forward as proof of
pre-historic Celts of an inferior type. Sir
James Simpson said “ that exclusive
devotion to one pursuit and one narrow
round of ideas is known to give con-
tracted skulls in-many cases.”

STUDY OF

—Mr. . Gladstone - concluded with these

words : —*“ et knowledge, all you can,
and the more you get, the more you
breathe upon its nearer heights, their in-
vigorating air, and enjoy the widening
prospect,. the more you will know and
teel how small is the elevation you
have reached in comparison with the
immeasurable altitudes that yet remain
unscaled. Be thorough in all youdo,and
remember that while ignorance often
may beinnocent,pretensionisalwaysdes-
picable. Quit you, like men, be strong,
and the exercise of your strength to-
day-will give ypu more strength to-
morrow. Work \onwards, and work
upwards ; and may she blessing of the
Most 'High soothe your cares, clear your

vision and crown your labours with re-
ward.” E. M. S.

The Chvistian Ressenger,

Halifax, N. 8., January 7, 1880,

OUR TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR.

We to-day enter upon the TweNTY-
FIFTH year of our connexion with the
CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, and the For-
TY-FOURTH year of its existence as a
medium of communication and Messen-
ger of .the Churches.

In reviewing the past, and calling to
mind some of its experiences, in the
way by which we have been led; we
can but exclaim with one of old,

| * Hitherto the Lord hath helped us !”

and with another of a later day, * Hav-

ing obtained help of God, I continue

unto this day.”

We have on our list of Subscribers a
goodly number of names of those who
were there a quarter of a century ago.
The number of the-original -subscribers
is .of course being much diminished by
the hand of déath, yet we still have not
a few femaining who have probably
read every issue of the paper. These
are amongst our most esteemed friends.
We bhave the pleasure of personal ac-
quaintance with several, and others we
know by correspondence, and only re-
gret that passicg years must necessarily
further diminizh the number. Of these
with whom we have been so long jour-
neying, we are happy to know that
many are still as deeply interested
in the contents eof the paper from
week to week as they ever were.
Some have now to depend on their
children to read it to them, but as they
approach nearcr and mearer to the Zion
above they do not forget the interests
of Zion on earth, and watch for signs
of the extensiom of the Redeemer’s
kingdom. Having partaken of the
rich blessings brought to them by the
gospel they are praying that others may
be made partakers.of like precious faith,
so that instead of the fathers may come
the children, who taking up the werk,
may carry it on to the glory of His
great name.

. -

DARTMOUTH BAPTIST
CHURCH.

In accordance with the intimation in
our last the mew edifice on the other
side of the harbor was Dedicated to
the Worship of God on Sunday lust.
The weather was most unfavorable, the
streets being covered with ice, and rain
falling at times during the day. Still
the congregations were good, especially
in the afternoon and evening.

The Morning Service was opened by

ginging the 35th hymn ** Another six

days work is done &c,” the 84th and
chapters of Isaiah were then read.
Rev. Dr. Crawley preached an able

i

God indeed dwell on the earth.,” The
discourse was an eloquent and graphic

sermon from 1 Kings viii, 27, “ Will'

JANUARY T, 1*80.

The following stanzas for Christmas
written in. England for the CHRISTIAN
MessENGER did not reach us till the

description of theglory of the tabernacle, | 1st<Inst., i consequence of the long

‘and then of the temple, in which God

chose to make himself known to his
people. The splendoprs of the ancient
sanctuary were but typical of the great-
er glory which should appear in the
spiritual presence of. Christ with those
who meet in his mame. Dr. C. drew
some points ‘of . resémblance between
the temple and houses of Christian
worship. Here thé children of God
would assemble and meet God from
time to time, and good influences would
go forth and bring in the gifts most
ucceptable’ to God-—humble believing
penitent hearts.

Rev. Dr. Weltonm afterwards called
attention to the benefits received in
meeting together for the worship of
God, and commended the effort that
had been put forth in:the erecting of
so handsome a House of Worship. The
service was closed by prayer by the
pastor Mr. Spencer.,

The Afternoon was a sort of platform
meeting when addresses were given by
those who had been invited. Mr.
Spencer occupied the chair. After
singing, and reading of the Scriptures
by Rev. Dr. Welton, Judge Johnston
was called on. He referred very briefly
to the past history of the Dartmouth
Church, and the labors of Rev. Richard
McLearn, and Rev. A. S. Hunt in the
town. He read a letter from Rev. P.
Morrison, (Presbyterian) expressing

‘congratulations on the completion ot
the building, and explaining the cause,

of his absence.

Rev. J. W. Manning was the next
speaker, and commended the earnest
devotion which had resulted in the
erection of this beautiful house. He also
commended the union that had existed
in the comgregation, and especially
their labors in their Sabbath Schools, in
Dartmouth and its vicimity. = =

Rev. D. D. Currie (Methodist) was

the mext speaker. He speke eloquently
on the blessings obtained by Christian
effort.
* Rev. E. M. Saunders spoke of the
warm interest he had long felt in the
Dartmouth - Church aod heartly con-
gratulated the comgregation on their
success in securing this edifice without
an embarrassing debt. - He shewed that
the Christian heart has always regarded
the saeredness of places in which God
dwells and makes himself known to his
church. . There is a charm about
church building which cannot be felt
with respect to other buildings.

Hon. Dr. Parker spoke of the warm
interest he had ever felt in the pros-
perity of the Dartmouth Church. He
hiad been-intimately assoeiated with its
ministers from the earliest part of -its
history, Revds. R, McLearn, and A. S.
Hunt, having been his warm friends.
Having however been comnected with
Granville Street Church he had not
seen it his duty to remove themce. He
was glad to observe brethren associated
with him officially, and otherwise, pre-
sent on this occasion.  He knew that
they also rejoiced in this progress made
by the church.

In the évening Rev. Dr. Welton
preached from Zechariah vi. 13. He
spoke of the temple in which God new
delights to dwell—the believing heart :
“Ye are the temples of the Holy
Ghost.” We judge of the beauty,
value and greatness of a work by the
time and expense lavished upon it, so
of this glorious structure. Some parts
are seen, but often that which is not
seen is the more important, so of the
christian, the heart must be changed,
and the new life will be seen. The
builder of this temple is Christ. Some
men are famous for their works of art,
or architecture. As they take'the in-
ferior material, and change its value by
bestowing their labor upon it so do they
become great. . Christ takes the heart
of fallen man and makes us complete
in Him. This world is but the place
of labor, but soon all will be changed,
and the glorious temple will be raised.
In heaven it will be perfected, and the
true glory will appear.

-y e

We commence to-day a delightful New
Serial, full of life and variety, and as
such-will be read with mueh avidity and
bgjoyed by everybody. We have a few
eXtra copies of our present number,znd
shall keep some additional for a week
or two, for New Subscribers. We shall
be glad if they will send on their names
without delay, so as to get the beginning
of the story, which will of course render

the interest more complete and satis-
factory.

Tae WEek or PRAYER meetings

are being largely attendedr in Halifax
aod Dartmouth.

passage of the mail steamer, which

left there zbout the middle of Decem-
ber. We nevertheless insert them, as

| many" of our readers will be glad to

see something from the pen of Mrs. P.,
daughter of eur departed friend, Rev:
R: McLearn : e ¥
- CHRISTMAS, 1879,
In memory of a custom old
We deck the room with garlands gay,
Almost it looks like early May
But Winter ’tis so chill and cold.

Without, the winds do fiercely blow,
Within, this holy Christmas time
te-echoes down the far off' chime ;

Without, the cold and storm and snow.

Hail ! Christmas night of seventy-nine,
Be warm our hearts, our hearths as
bright—
And warm upon this holy night
As when—--hef'dear hand placed inmine—

Qur mother told again the story,
How Jesus came, that holy Child,
And of his mother Mary mild;

While love encircled both with glory.

She told us of his loving life,
Until we felt we too could die ;
But mother-bade us rise and try

To follow him in earnest strife.

In holy zeal our way pursuing
That unto us his birth may seem
A real life, no idle dream,
And with-sweet peace our souls enduing,.

Then we as they in custom old,

Bedeck our rooms with garlands gay,

Until it looks like early May .
Nor hreart,nor hearth may know the cold.

Bessie PARsONS,
— —- s

When a licentiate transfers his mem-

bership from one church to another,

does he transfer his license with his
membership ?- :

LIOENTIATE.

It wight, perhaps, be supposed that a
member with a licenze to preach, being
received from another Baptist Church,
he would be is taken with his license,
and that having been once licensed he
is therefore regarded as a licentiate in
any church to which his membership is
transferred. This, however, could only
be so by courtesy. ‘The license he
holds would require to be encorsed by
the church with which he unites before
he could be regarded as a member of
such church with a license to preach.
The license is simply a letter of cem-
mendation from the church of which the
person is a member, to any Christian
assembly who may be willing to receive
his ministrations. It gives no authority.
If the license were transferrad with
the transfer of membership, -confusion
might arise in case of there being a
necessity to revoke such license, We
therefore conclude that a person having
received a license to preach and re-
moving- his membership to another
church, should have the said license en-
dorsed by said Church before he should
regard himself as a licentiate of sdid
Church.

e

The following remarkable and beau-
tiful account comes from the father of
the child taken away—Rev. D. W,
Smith, President of the Rangoon Thee-
logical Seminary in Burmah. We have
the fullest confidence of the truthful-
ness of.the narrative. It is forwarded
to us from Iudia by Mrs. Armstrong.

+ In Memoriam.
Mary Wuite Swirs, aged 7 years,
10 months.

Raxcoon,Sept. 9, 1879.
Dear Friends,—

I want you to know of the sweet de-
parture of our darling little Mary to her
heavenly home.

She was seriously ill from Thursday
evening until Sunday evening, and then
she was gone.

The doctor pronounced her disease to
be laryngitis.

As her breathing became increasingly
difficult, she sought change of pesition 3

but at length, she lay quietly in her™

father's arms; and after a few mo-
ments, agked, “Mamma, am I asleep ?”
“No darling.”  “1 seem to beled about
by angels.” Here I lost the rest, except-
ing the word “ Come.” (She could
speak only in a whisper.) Then she
asked, “ Do you think that this means
that I am going?” “Yes, dear child,
Jesus wants you, and has sent his angels
for'you.” ‘I see stairs and little angels
gomg up and com-ing-down.” Her head

rooped forward and for about an hour,
she breathed out her little life into life,
and fell asleep in Jesus.

“ Peace little loving sleeper,
Close to thy Saviour's side.”

“ Joy for the little sleeper,
~ The gentle, timid lamb,”

me, and forbid them mot ; for of such i
the kingdom of God,” ' i
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“Suffer little children to come uT:to |
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