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Abiding jn Christ.

s

THE ASSOCIATIONAL SERMON PREACHED
BEFORE THE NOVA 8C 'TIA EASTERN BAP-
TIST ASSOCIATION, NORTH SYDNEY, ON
MONDAY THE llTH OF JULY, 188I.

BY REV J. E. GOUCHER.
(Published by special request )

“Il ye abide in me and my words abide
in you, ask what ye will aiid it shall be
done to you,”"—Jonuw xv. 7.

The urion of Clrist and believers,
and the life an 1 fruitfulnessof the latter,
absolutely dependent upon that union,
are beautifully brought out in this para
ble of the viné with which my text is
connected. The branches sprout from:
the parent stock, and the sap or Mfe of
the vine must nocessarily flow into
them (o preserve their life and produce
So also to become branches of
Christ, the true vine, we must be grafted
in by a process with which believers
only are familiar. A gprocess that con-
stitutes the oneness here represented.
So that our life as brancles is by virtue

‘of a vital connection with the ever-

living vine Christ Jesus, and our fruit-
fulness depends upon the free circula-
tion of the life-giving sap.

The severing of these off-shoots from
the parent stock, would stop the flow of
the vital juices, and the branches would
die. So, also, if it were possible to
interrupt the union between the Saint
and his Saviour, the source of life and
fruitfuluess, to the former being cut off,
like the severed brauech, he would
wither and die. And so our Lord says;
“1f aman abide cot in me, he is cast
forth as a branch and is withered ; and
men gather them and ecast them into
the fire and thay are burned.” Then he
adds, “ If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask,” or simply,
“ask whbat ye will, and it sliell be done
unto you."”

The theme I would present for the
consideration of the bretliren of this
Ascociation is, Constant abiding in
Uhrist, and its relation to successful
prayer. ;

That these words are only applicable
to true believersisa fict 100 self evident
to need formal stitem nt. 1t would be
absurd to speak of abiding wuere we
had not entered. In th:t mysterious
operation of the new birth by the Spinit,
we are grafted into Christ, or to uge
Paul’s words, “ created anew in Christ
Jesus.” That is, we cast off allegiance
to the old Master, and swear eternal
fealty to Cirist the anointed. We
enter into His kingdom, His family,
into his plans and purpose. We
renounce self and are no longer our
own. The change is a radical one, and
none who have passel through it will
think our Lord’s words too strong, when,
he denominates it a new birth, or being
“born again.”

Christ takes for granted that his
disciples whom he was addressing had
experienced that change. This battle
had been fought out, but he would
remind them that it iz only the begin
ning of a camp~ign that will end with
life. The prey has been taken from the
Mighty, but the Mighty will seek to
recapture. All the fore+s of evil will
combine to crush out the new life, and
drag the soul from. i's- high vantave
ground. Failing that, the enemy will
seek to make that life as barren and
useless as possible. How sigonificant
then our /Lord’s i junetion, “abide in
me " &ec. When ut the first—your eyes
were open to see the foe in Lot pursuit,
| was your asylum, your city of vfug-.
When sorely pressed and you cried to
Me for deliverance, I stretched out my
hand and drew you in. Now, ‘‘If ye
abide in me, #ad my words abide in
you, ask what ye will, and it shall be
done to you.”

. First, I remark: To abide in
Christ, and enjoy this blessel recipro-
city of fellowship, is the privilege of al;
the Saints.
this glittering jewel before us to tempt
or tantalize us. Its possession is more
than possible. Neither did he design it
to be the inberitance of she fivoured
few. He is no re-pector of persons.
Some we know, have revelled in this
spiritual wealth, and the v.st masses of
the Christian world have gazed upon
them with wonder and admir.tion, but
with scarcely a thought that tbey had
entered upon an inheritance which is
the birthright of every child of God.

George Miiller of Bristol, with his vast

tage work, has been looked upon by
Christendom as & modern miracle
worker, when in point of fact, he is but
a plain simple minded Christian man,
abiding in" Christ and Christ's word
abiding in him. A living illustration of
the truth of my text.

The conviction grows upon me,
beloved, that I could not present any-
ting before this Association of more
commanding interest. Knowing our
privilege,shall we henceforth be satisfied
with anything short of its full and
complete realization. Let us ‘“covet
e rnestly this best gift.” To dbide in
Christ, in the sense of my text, would
be an end of all doubts and perplexities
as to our soul’s safety. '

How many who rank among Chris.
tians to day are without assured hope,
who stand almost continually in doubt
as to their accéptance with God. Some
time ago, I entered into conversation
with two old men whom I met by the
wayside, and before leaving them
expressed the hope that they were
Christians, and on the road to heaven.
One of them replied, he hoped so, but
supposed none could be certain about,
it. I fear me, that man is a represen
tative of a large class of Christian
professors. How can men and women
whose souls have ‘been moved to a
consideration of eternal things, rest in
such u state of uncertainty ?

To abide in Christ, as he would have
us, is to possess an abiding, perpetual
peace, a sweet assurance of our Fa her's
constant presence and care. It is to
“pest in his love,” to bak in the
sunshine of his smiles, to walk all day
in the light of his countenance. To
trust even the seemingly untoward
dealings of his providence, and to
confide absolutely in his word of
promise. ,

2. This privilege of abiding in Christ
with ajl the power it gives us with God
in prayer, while it is the common
inheritance of the Saints, will not be
enjoyed by those who are saiisfied with
the ordinary standard of piety.

(1) It is conditioned, I think, upon
the spirit of self'sacrifice. Self-denial is
laid down as one of the terms of
discipleship. Itis certainly as necegsary
to constant abiding in Christ. The
absence of this spirit would be p:oof
that we were abiding in self, not in
Christ. Self rocks us to sleep in eur
indifference. Self whispers, “ enjoy the
world, be satisfied to stand on a level in
Christian attainments, with ordinary
Christiaps. Listen to self, beloved, and
you make up your mind to barter away

this Christly possession. Self mu-t be
crucified. The motions of the flesh
must not be tolerated. We dare not

drift with the current. Nor should we
count even our life dear unto us, if we
would finish our course with joy.

(2.) Would you abide in Christ, you
must make up your mind never to put
up your sword into its scabbard. Fight
1o the death must be your watchword.
No quarter to the enemy. I common
warfare it is cowardly to butcher the
prisoners 1t is allowable,” nay, abso-
lutely necessary, in this spiritual affray.
If you do not they will turn again
and rend you. Stand after battle and
congratulate yourself on your triumph,
and lo, the conquered have rallied, and
the Philistians are upon you. It isa
mark of good generalship to follow up
one’s victories, else our insidious foes
may turn them into defeats. Satan
would rather see you any where than
abiding sweetly, absolutely in Christ.
All his hellish arts will be practiced to
draw you away, to discourage you.

(3.) But, further, would you abide in
Christ in blessed fellowship. You must
lay your accounts with ind«fatigable
plodding. This may sound like leglity,
do and live, but do not be frightened

We are not introducing you to Moses,
but to Christ. - He was a worker a d

certainly taught his disciples th t idle-
Our Lord does not hol:l oug !

pess was no part of his plan.© He has
implanted the life principle, from which
the working and fruit bearing must
spring. And while we work not for
lite, but from life, our very w rking
reacts upon our growth and developes
spiritual muscle and power.

Our Master designed not that his
followers should occupy an snomalous
position in the great busy, working hive
of nature. In grace, as in the natural
world, he has decreed, if any man wo k
not neither shall he eat. Working for
an object fixes and settles the mind on

orphanages; his* missiohary and colpar- | that object. We become dseply inter-

¥
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ested in what we work for, until it
becomes a part of our being. The
reason why so many in our churches
fail to abide in Christ in blessed fellow-
ship, is that they do not work for Him.,
The principal weak point in us who are
leaders, is, that we do not provide work
for our converts. All will have noticed
that the newly ini'iated in our church-

‘es while in the glow of enthusiasm and

t «ir first love, instinctively look for
something to do for their Saviour. Then
if we were wise to direct and provide
proper employment for them suiting it
to their capacity in the virious stages of
their experience, the great bulk of our
membershin, instead of growing up
drones and do-nothings, and after a
little, losing nearly all interest in the

‘cause, " would develop into strong men

and women in Christ Jesus. And, the
pruning knife so frequently called
into requisition to cut away fruitless’
branches would seldom find employ-
ment.

(4.) But, lastly, upon this part of my
theme we must not forget, that our
fellowship with Christ, depends largely
upon the way we use and appropriate
bis word. “If ye abide in me and my
weords abide in you.” ' In the 4th verse
‘he enjoins, * abide in me and I in you.”
My text may be regarded as a kind of
‘explanation. 1 abide in you by my
",jfrord dwelling in you. And, further on
,@e says, “if ye keep my commandments
§e shall abide in my love.” Abiding in
Christ, is-abiding in his love and this is
done by keeping his words or command.
ments. Obedience to the truth, is an
#ll important factor in fellowship with
Christ. Negleet his word, treat his
commands, even what we esteem as the
least of them, as of little worth, and
you pave the way for a speedy departure
from him, and a cdonsequent loss of
fellowship. ' Then beloved, “let the
word of Christ dwell richly in you in all
wisdom.” And your: power with God
in prayer will be increased a thousand
fold. This brings*me to the second part
of my theme, viz. :

.1I. The relation this privilege of
abiding in Christ sustains to successful
prayer.. ‘And 1. Tae relation is vital
and absolute. There can be no true
prayer without it. But you say there
can be no fellowship with Christ withont
prayer. I grant it,these are bl-ssings so
related that they act and react upon one
another. They grow and develop or
sicken and die together, like the late
Siamese twing. The life inbreathed
by the Spirit of God, turns the soul
Godward in prayer, and so long as our
spirits retain that heavenly®bias, we
cannot help praying. In Christ prayer
is natural and easy, but 'griew:. him to
depart, by omission of duty or com-
mission of sin, even temporarily, and
prayer becomes a task and a drudgery,
to whicih one must be wuipped, like a
slave to his task. A wanderer from
Je-us while contente in his wanderings
does not pray. There can be no real
prayer without a sense of need,and confi-
dence in Christ's willingness and ability
‘to supply that need,which the contented
backslider does not possess. It is worse
than us-less to attempt 10 substitute
prayer for piety. Some act as if they
thought they coull live as th: y list and
t en make it all up with God by a
firmal, ‘meaningless repetition of a
string of words, the body meanwhile
assuming a pious attitude. The devil
never made man believe a more mis.
chievous lie. Thousands I fear, will go
down to hell, with what they misrame
prayar on their lips. They will be
repulsed from the gate of heaven, while
this sertence of prayer is trembling on
their tongues. “ Lord, Lord open unto
us.” But instead of it securing the
anticipsted admission, it wiill only bring
back the startling response, “I never
kn-w you, depart from me ye cursed.”
We fear that many who formed the habit
of saying prayers in infaney and have
kept it up daily till their hair has
become silvered with age have ncver
known what true prayer is and will be
sadly disappointed at 1:st to find that
they have never prayed, because they

found no lodgment in them.
constitute the very soul of prayer. O
ye who go from your knees to your
vices. Know this that you add to your
other grievous sins the insult of mopking
God to his face.

2. If ye abide in Christ then you can '

did not abide in Christ, and his word |
These |

"ever

is it that affrights us from the mercy
seat? Is it the consciousness of our

nearness of approach to God? You

know it is net. It is the conviction that

we have become offenders by slighting

Jesus Christ, and living in disobedience

to his plain commands. ’'Tis this that

slays our confidence and rears a wall as

high as heaven between our souls and

God. But how changed our relations

appear when the soul is in happy fellow-

ship with Jesus, when we abide in him

and bis word abides in us. Why the very

expressions imply a childlike confidence

agd trust. To abide in him, is to get

into Joha's place, to lean on his bosom

and feel the tender throbbings of that

heart of love. To have his words abide

io us is to feast upon them, it is more

than simply to give our assent to the

truths of the Bible, it is to make them
our meat and drink. It is not a easual

or careless reading of a portion of
 Christ’s word every day, but it impliee,
that we so digest it by meditation and
thought, that it becomes a part of us,
a8 the nutriment takén into the physi

cal system, by assimilation becomes a
eonstituent part of the body. It is then
that we can obey the injunction of the
Apostle to the Hebrews and “come
boldly to a throne of grace.” The child
who rests with entire confidencs upon
his Father’s word, who is careful, not
trom slavish fear, but filial trust, to obey
every command of his parent, such a
child can come with the utmost assur-
ance to his father to make his reason

able request. So the child of God who
abides in Christ and in whom the Mas~
ter's word abides, need not stand afar
off trembling to approach, but may con-
fidently “ draw near in full assurance of
faith,”

3. If you enjoy this blessed fellowship,
then, there ean be no’dahger in the
liberty which Christ gives,  Ask what
ye will and it shall be done to you.”

The intermittent in fellowship and the
weak in faith have stumbled at these
words, and have looked about to find
| some limitations. They seem to think
our. Lord could not have intended us to
take it just as it reads. Friends, I ap-
prehend no danger. Christ here gives no
license for presumptuous requests. He
first sets before us a condition of soul,
an attitude of spirit to which we may
all attain viz. : A sweet abiding in him-
self, a complete resting on his word,
then the way is all clear for the fullest
and widest liberty in prayer. Christ
may well say, “ Ask what ye will” &ec.
for then his will is ours and his word
and Spirit fully econtrol and guide our
asking. And though our fallible wisdom
may make mistaikes, yet evermore
desiring that his will may be done, we
get our request.

4. So then, abiding in Christ, we dare
muke our petitions large. 'Tis then we
beczin to realize the riches of Lis grace
the infinite fulness of blessing in Christ
Jesus. The words of one of our poets
are clothed with new meaning,

“Thou art coming to a King '

Large petitions with thee bring.

For his grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much.”

tain, not for a few drops, but to fill it.
We go with empty ggcks toour Joseph's
storehouse, not to be scantily supplied
with stale corn, but to be crowded to
the mouth with the *finest of the
wheat,”

We need wisdom, our ignorance and
stupidity lead us into ‘all sorts of blun-
ders, and if we had nothing else to guide
us, would totally spoil our whole re-
ligious life. How blessed to hear Jesus
say, ‘““ Ask what ye will.” And then the
Spirit threugh the Apostle James calls
special attention to this, “ If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God who
giveth to all men liberally.”

Christ Jesus is not only the “ wisdom
of God,” but he is declare | to be *our
wisdom.” O beloved, if we get into
this “8ecret place of the Most High,”
and bhide ourselves 1n this centre
pavilion on the tented field, over which
the Imperial flag of the Universe ever
floats, we would not have to bewail in-
cessantly our mistakes. We suffer in
caleulably as individuals and denomina.

Master has pledged himself to supply
for the asking, if we abide in him and
trust his word.

But we rely on our own fallible wis.
| dom and go blundering on, piercing our
souls with many sorrows and what is a
- thousand times more to be deplored,
wounding Jesus in the house of his
friends and blocking the progress of his
cause. But it is not merely the blessing

We cdrry our vessel to the full foun- |

tionally, for lack of that which our |
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patience that enables u: sweetly to bide
God’s time. The love that thinketh no
evil, that suffereth long and is Kind,
the sweetness of temper that burns not
to resent an injury, the power to over
come temptations from without and
within, above all, the gift of the Holy
Spirit including in himself all gitts,
blessings on our families our peraons,
our occupations, our churches, our de-
nomination, with’ all fhe important
interests included in it, Nay “exceed-
ing abundantly above all we can ask or
think.”
9. Lastly, If ye abide in him, then
prayer will be continuous. You will
always be in the spirit of prayer, and
the exercise will never become taste-
less, shallow and insipid. Communion
with Jesus will be the grandest, sweetest
most enrapturing employment in life.
Fellowship with - the wife of your
bosom, the father that begat you or the
mother 6n whose breast you hung in
infancy, cannot be half so delightful.
May such fellovship be ours beloved,
and to Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood, be
the praise, forever. Awmen,

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

The London Missionary Herald has a
good picture of Soodeen,one of theiroldest
native preacliers in India. He has spent
no less than forty-two yearsin connec-
tion with the mission at Monghyr.so that
he has grown grey in the Lord’s work
there. He has travelled far and wide
to preach the Gospel over a large
portion of India. He still goes forth
to the country around, and to the large
melas which take place in the cold
season. Not being able any longer to
walk on foot as he uvsed to do, he has
now a pony on which he visits the
villages around to preach the Gospel.
He was first led to the Lord by means
of the Iate beloved Nain-Sookh, of
Monghyr, 8o tralv celehrated for his
loving labour for the Saviour,

The Eldorado steamshio left London
on Wednesday, September 19th. She
carried to India the largest number of
misaionaries of the Society ever-before
conveyed by ope ship. Six young
‘brethren—vix., Messrs Kerry, Potter,

Jewson, Ellison, H. Thomas, and L.
Tucker, M. A.—go out for the first
time ; with the Revs, C. Jordan and E.
C. B Hallam, with their wives and an
infant, are about to return to the posts
they have so lnng and so hnnourably
filled. Miss Boarne, Miss Neave and
Miss Hallam go out in conneetion with
the Zenana Mission, and  will enter on
this department of Mission service in
cofinection with our stations at Benares,
Delhi, and elsewhere. Mrs. Hobbs
rejoins her husband, who was formerl
a member of our missionary staff in
Bengal, but it is now otherwise sup-
ported, and Miss McKenna returns
from school to her father’s home in
Sewry. Mr. Waldock will leave the
ship at Colombo, where her esteemed
husband is labouring in the cause of the
Gospel. There are also on board four
or five other friends, who, alrthough not
of the missionary party, are allied with
them in the work of Christ.

CaiNa’s M18810Ns.—The Fifteenth
Anniversary of the China Inland Mis-
sion was recertly held in the Young

Men’s Christian Association, Exeter
Hall, London.

THE ORIGIN AND WORK OF THE
MISsSION.

About twenty years ago a mis-
sionary, broken down in health after
several years of labour in China,
returned home for needed rest and
change. The spiritual destitution of
the people of China was a burden on
his heart, and before leaving he wrote
to a friend in England :—

“ Do you know of any earnest,devoted
young men desirous of serving the
Lord in China, who, not wishing for
move than their expenses, would be
willing to come out and labour here ?

answer to prayer the means would be
found.”

While on his way home it was his
prayer that his return to England
might be overruled for good to China,
and made instrumental in raising up at
least five helpers (o labour in Ning-po
and the province of Cheh-kiang.
| The first of the five thus asked of
God arrived in China in 1862, and

| before the end* of April, 1865, four
' others followed. The desire grew
stronger to send out more labourers.
| The .pore he pondered the spiritual
destitution of China, the more heavily
the burden of its need pressed upon
him; and this cannot he wondered at,

|

! of Divine wisdom that we secure to our-:

selves through this intimate fellowship |

with Christ Jesus, but we thus receive‘
blessing. Time would fail us to |
specify our peeds, but in him there is |

when it is remenibered that in all China,
with its_four hundred millions of people,
there were, at that time (the heginning
of 1863) only ninety-seven missionaries,
or but one missionary to about four

approach God with holy boldness, What an abundant supply. All the faith and ' millions of the people. These mission-
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Oh, for four or five such helpers! 1In .
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