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Buc, 
Reaping. 

Everyone is sowing, both by word and 
d ee . 

AN mankind are growing either whit 
or weed ; 

Thoughtless ones are throwing any sort 
of seed. 

Serious ones are seeking seed already 
sown ; 

Many eyes are weeping, now the crop is 
grown ; 

Thimk upon the réaping—each one reaps 
his own. 

Surely as the sowing shall the harvest 
be— 

See what you are throwing over hill or 
‘lea 

Words and deeds are growing for eter- 
pity. 

There is One all knowing, looking on 
alway, 

Fruit © Him is flowing, feeling for the 

Will your heart be glowing, in the grand 
array ? 

Ye that would be bringing sheaves of 
. golden grain, 

Mind what you are flinging, both from 
..i. band and brain ; : 

Then, wid glad songs singing, you, shall 
glean great gain. 

4 ew» 

Yet there is Room. 

Yet there is room! the Lamb's bright 
hdll of song 

With its fair glory, beckons thee along; 
Room, room, still room | oh, enter, enter, 

now ! 

The bridal hall is filling for the feast; 
Pass in, pass in, and be the Bridegroom’s 

guest ; 

It fills, it fills, that hall of jubilee ! 
Make haste, make haste; tis not too full 

for thee ; 
Room, room, still room ! oh, enter, enter, 

now ! 

Pass in, pass in! That banquet is for | 
thee; 

That cup of everlasting love is free ; 
Room, room, still room ! oh, enter, enter, 

now ! 

All heaven is there, all joy ! Go in, go in, 
The Angels beckon thee the prize to 

win ; 
Room, room, still room ! oh, enter enter, 

now | 

Ere night that gate may close, and seal 
thy doom ; 

Then the last, low, long cry : “ No room, 
no room |” 

No room, no room ; oh, woful cry “ No 
room !”’ 

RIL ——— 

Religious. 
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Qur Prayer-Meeting, 

1. I'propese to be there regularly 
and punctually. “ Not forsaking the 
assembling of yourselves together.” 

2. I will endeaver to draw others to 
the meeting, ** Come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good.” 

9, Before entering the place of 
prayer, I'will ask the Saviour’s presence. 
* We would see Jesus.” 

4. I will not, unless it is necessary, 
occupy a back seat. * How pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” 

5. I will not so seat myself as te 
hinder others from occupying the same 
settee with me, * Be courteous.” 

6. 1 will refrain from fault-finding, 
and will not indulge a criticising spirit. 
“Be ye kmily affectioned one to -ar- 
other.” : : 

7, Iwill not expressly dissent from 
ove who bas spoken, ‘and ‘will avoid 
giving ‘the impression of variance of 
feeling. “ That they may be made per- 
feetiin one.” kG 
“8. Bo faras is consistent, I will as: 

sist actively in the exercises, by testify. 
ing to the love of Christ, by exhorta- 
tion; by a passage of scripture, a hymn, 
8 ‘stanza, or otherwise. * Let the" 

. . J N - id ah 

word ef Christ dwell in you richly, ‘in 
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms, and hymns, and 
spiritual songs.” 
9. 1 will not decline to lead in 

prayer, and in offering prayer will 
begin with the subject in band, and in 
aid of what has just been said. * Ye 
also helping together by prayer for us.” 

10. My prayers or remarks shall not 
be leng. “ Fer God is in heaven, and 
theu upon earth; therefore, let thy 

| words be few.” : 
11. I will not seem to harangue 

nor teach in prayer, as though I were 
thinking of man more than God. * We 
speak before God in Christ.” 
12. 1 will mot: needlessly expose any 

want of faith, or other discouragements. 
“ Who is f2arful and fa'nt-hearted, Jet 
im return.”, f) : 
13. I will, cdltivate enlargement of 

faith and desires, * Let as therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of Grace.” 
14. On leaving the place 1. will en- 

deavor to maintain a devout. irame of 
mind, Continue in prayer.” 

15. I shall also. endeavor to, use all 
means suited to secure the blessing for 
which 1 have prayed. “ Faith, without 
works is dead also.” 

Ban LR A — 

Why, 1 Give. 

‘1 give because it does me good to do 
so. I am conscious of the worldliness 
of my nature} but giving helps to often 
and break down that worldliness, and’ 
quickens somewhat ‘thé latent sympa- 
thies and emotions'df my being. 

I'give because giving is the ‘ver 
genus and spirit’ of the world. The 
sun gives, the cloud gives, the air gives, 
the Bowir gives, the day gives, the 
night aivess—all nature, indeed, is a 

‘ever serving, eter giving——. 

I give because T am always rec iving. 
God is giving to me every hour of 
every day, in a thousand different ways 
and forms, and surely it is a small 
matter, indeed, that I shoul give back 
a little again to him. | 

I give because in se doing I set a use- 
ful example to others, I feel that every 
Christian is bound to be a pattern to 
others around him. Liberality for 
Christ is a grace sadly lackitig in the 
religious "community. If by my ex- 
ample 1 can help to enlarge it, I am 
bound to do 80; therefore I give. 

I give because giving brings a bless- 
ing. Even in this life it does so. The 
liberal soul shall be made fat. And in 
the life to come, who can tell the splen- 
dor of its reward ! 

I give because it is the injunction’ of 
the Bible. ‘God enjoins it; Christ 
taught it; the apestles commended it. 
Let two sentences suffice : “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive ;” “ The 
Lord leveth a cheerful giver.” 

--——h 

Saving for Old Age. 

It may be said that.a minister should 
‘trust in the Lord” for his future. 
This is true, perfectly true! But what 
shape shall that trust take? The 
farmer plopghs and sows, trusting that 
the Lord will make the grain to sprout 
and flourish, So the minister may lay 
aside ten or twenty dollars every now 
und then, trusting that the Lord will 
keep the bank solvent, and will keep 
the law of compound interest werking 
right along, so that when in old age he 
can preach ne longer, he can still * live 
of the gospel,”—live ‘of a” portion of 
what the gospel brought him in ten, 
twenty, forty years ago. Another form | 
of trust in" God is for a man to trust 
that God will make other men enérgetic 
and industrious, will make them self- 
denying amd saving, so that when they 
will have money, and when he, from 
lack of prudence and self-denial, i¥' left 
destitute, the Lord will make them have 
compassion on him and relieve him 
from that suffering. The ‘minister’ who 
spends all'his salary right along may,’ 
Cire safely trust that his brother 
minister whe’ has been 'niore’ prudent 
and €conontical” will be moved of the 
Lord to aid bim'; bat the first mention- 

.{ can not to believe in { 

| equals. 

‘becoming a Christian — and a preach- | 
er of the Word. If a minister should 
live on faith alone—should be se un- 
worldly as to never lay wp a dollar— 
then should every other man do the 
same. Then should the laborer, the 
mechanic, and the merchant, on the 31st 
of December, give awaytevery remain- 
ing dollar, and start thefnew year with 
a clean set of books. But if an ordi- 
nary Christian should lay aside frém 
his income something agai 
when his income shall cease, so should 

the minister, also. . The rule applies to 
the preacher as well a#$ to any other 
man, that he should reg#larly lay aside 
something {rom his income, no matter 
how small that income may be !|— Cor. 
of Watchman. mt 

BY REV. THEODORE L4ICUYLER, D:D. 

My ‘eloquent and’ 
friend, Dr. Cox, onée ‘commenced a 
prayer with these churdgteristic words: 
“Oh! Tufinite God, Wé ve republicans 
toward each other ; but®we are all mon- 
archists toward thineeverasting throne.” 

| 

dither eccentric’ 

The doetor was'too thereugh an Ameri-' 
r democratic 

polity. "He was too devout a Christian 
to doubt the abzolute sovereignty of God. 
Before the law of the 1and we are all 

Before Jehovah's glorious 
throne we are all alike inferiors—the 
depéndent subjects of Hig empire. 
What a magnificent outburst of 

loyaity opens the ninety-third psalm ! 
“The Lord reigneth!“*He is clothed 
with majesty. The Lord is clothed with 
strength, wherewith he Hath girded him- 
self... Thy throne is establi 
Thou art {rom’everlastit 
have the @mpire of leve, 
the girdle of omnipotence, and the im- 
movable throne. The psalmist would 
seem to have been thinking of the pro- 
blems of life, its dark things, and its 
mysteries, Se many things seemed 
irreconcilable with the divine goodness 
that he admits that * clouds and dark- 
ness are round about him!” Bat this 
truth flashes out through the clouds, the 
Lord reigns. That is eneugh. He 
does, mot try to pry inte the council 
chamber, He cannot get behind the 
clond. But love reigns there, and 
Justice and righteousness are the found- 
ations of that throne. 

Not one of us bas any trouble in ac- 
cepting this doctrine of God's sovereign- 
ty as long as things go to our liking. 
We are perfectly satisfied to let God 
have his way as long as he does nat 
cross us, We all believe in his adminis- 
tration, and are ready (as Dr. Finney 
used to say) to “ vote God in as our 
governor’ as long as business thrives, 
and crops are plentiful, and every one 
uround our own table is hearty and 
happy: As long a# his mercies are 
poured out in wine, we drink of them 
gladly ; but as soon as the same cup be- 
gins to taste of wormwood, we push it 
away in disgust, or cry out, piteously, 
“ Let this cup pass from me.” Any other 

we could have swallowed, but not 
thisone. If God had only tried us 
with the loss of our property and spared 
us our health, we could have borne it ; 
or, if he had sent the sickness at some 
othér time, we would not murmur so; 

eth @ royal robe, 

or, il his blow had struck us somewhere’ 
else but in our very tenderest spot, we 
would not ery out so bitterly. In short, 
if God had emly consulted us as to the 
medicine we should take, and as to the 
branch his pruning knife sheald lop off, 
we would have been perfectly submis- 
sive. Every pastor encounters this 
kind of faith in God's sovereignty 
wherever he goes. If the Lord governed 
80 as to please every body, there would 
not be a rebel in all his universe. 
As some of our readers may just now 

be nanos under God's strokes of dis- 
cipline, or letting their hearts fester into 
rebellion, let us whisper a few truths 
into their ears. The first is that our 
BISYENY Father never afflicts one of 
his children but for a wise purpose. He 
never strikes it random or Fl blow 
in cruelty. Sometimes his ' chastise- 

ed’ style of trust in God is much ‘morg | 
ments are punitive. Christians deserve 
puwishment as truly as ungodly blas, 

| and experience hope. 
knew, that in all this process the love of 

phemers do when they violate God's 
laws. A lazy Christian will come to 
want as soon as a lazy profligate. If 
as holy a man as Doctor Payson 
breaks some of God's sanitary regula- 
tions, by overworking his mervous sys- 
tem and allowing himself no recreation, 
he must expect shattered nerves and 
early paralysis. One of the excellencies 
of God’s government is that he never 
alters his laws to suit special cases. 
They are unchangeable. And I have 
heard of a great many * mysterious 
providences” that had in: them ne 
mystery at all. They were simply 
righteous retributions. There is no 
mystery when a bad manager, even 
though he be a Christian fails in busi- 
ness 3; or when a Christian merchant, 
that has robbed himself of indispens- 
able rest, is stricken with softening of 
the brain. A thousand so-called “ pro- 
vidences ” might have been prevented 
by the exercize of a little common sense 
and conscience. If we break God's 
commandments, we must pay the pen- 
alty. ; 

Sometimes our Sovereign sends afflic- 
tions that are preventive. They save 
us from something worse. As the 
headache and the self-loathing ‘that 
follow a first bottle are intended to warn 
us against touching adother, co God 
often puts a chastisement at the entrance 
to a path of danger. There is even a 
conserving influence in some severe 
trials, just as the early snows that fall 
on the northern hills will conserve the 
winter wheat. I can recall more than 
one chilling providence which came in 
time to keep me from’ losing what I 
could ‘not afford te Spare. 

Still other afflictions are seat to pur- 
fy character. God sits as a refiner 
beside his furnace. He heats it until 
the metal melts and the dross runs 
away. He keepeth his silver in the 
furnace until he can see his own face re- 
flected in the clear metal of the heart as 
inamirror. Then the affliction has done 
its work. God has made the vessel 
“unto his own hener.” ‘There is such a 
wretched amount of self-will, and pride, 
and covetousness, and unbelief, even in 
undoubted Christians, that they require 
the fining-pot very often. Many a man 
and woman has been the worse for 
want of this kind of discipline. 
It is a wholesome process to be 
“taken down” occasionally. The grass 
in every lawn requires to be taken 
down by a mower. The oftener it is 
mowed the richer add the thicker is the 
growth. The lawn never looks so 
beautiful as after the keen-2dged cutter 
has gone over it. I have ebserved that 
some Christides im my charge have 

humility and heavenly mindedness as 
when God's mewing machine has been 
passed over them. The great apostles 
career, as I read it in the masterly con. 
secutive narrative of Canon Farrar, 
showed in almost every page the effects 
of the scythe. There was prodigious 
growth from the roots. Yet no man 
exalted God's sovereignty more heartily 
than Paul. He gloried even in the 
tribulations which God permitted him 
to suffer, knowing that tribulation work- 
eth patience, and patience experience, 

This, too, he 

God was shed abroad in his heart by 
the Holy Ghost given unto him. 
We have discussed in this short paper 

Just one aspect of God’s government — 
viz., his personal rule of our personal 
lives and lot, His sovereignty on the 
grander scale of the natural world and 
of his vast spiritual kingdom we leave 
out eof sicht. It is a blessed thought 
that the Lord reigneth over little short- 
lived me, as truly as over the whole 
church or the whole universe. He 
numbers the bairs of my head and or- 
dereth my steps. © Let it be my daily 
and devoutest aim to lay the plan of my 
life on God's plan. If his immovable 
laws push me back and hedge me in 
from sin, then all the better. ‘If his 
sharp knife’ prunes me, than I am onl 
the mere sure that he loveth me. Afflic- 
tions are like the cactus plants of his 
making —very unsightly and fall of 
thorns; but they bear marvelous flowers 
in their time. God's government is the 

— 
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solidest ground of my cenfidence and 
joy. It underlies all my theology, and 
is the very rock-bed on which I rest my 
salvation. While Jehovah reigns let 
sme rejoice to obey him. To oppose 
him is to invite his retributions, and 
that means—Hell! To submit to him 
is to win his favor and to secure his 
love, and that means—Heaven. The 
nearer we get to the throne the more 
loudly will we sing; “The Lord God 
ownipotent reigneth !”— 7%e Indepen- 
dent. 

Pap — 

Out of Debt. 

The man that can say that in truth 
is comparatively a happy man. The 
old adage in England used to be, « Pay, 
as you go,” and never go in debt; but 
[ fear the hard times has compelled 
some to go in debt with you as well as 
with us. 
debt : millions are lost forever. Most 
men allow the English rule is a good 
one, but many violate it and make the 
excuse of mecessity, and se break it. 
What is the necessity? They desire a 
finer house, a richer table, fine and more 
costly elothing, and everything in ex- 
travagance to gratify their pride ; hence 
they beg for credit for such luxuries and 
must suffer on that account. If pride 
were not at the bottom, they could live 
comfortably without gratifying their 
false notions of respectability which 
create the debt. But this infirmity I 
regard as sinful. But it is so painful 
to live in a poor old house ; is not debt 
more unpleasant 7 Remember that you 
must yield to circumstances, and not 
suppose that the gay clothing and luxu- 
rious food are absolutely requisite : des- 
titution of them is not so tormenting te 
an honest man as debt. Lost us aveid 
debt and live within our means and in- 
come. 

Religion is frequently brought into 
disrepute by such conduct. But money 
was due me by Col. Rice, the wealthy 
capitalists, but he failed. There is your 
error, wrong and dishonesty ; you ought 

|. Det to run into debt on the strength eof 
a rich man’s promise : pay as you go, 
is the rule. Bat the tornado blew down 
my heuse, killed my stock, etc., ete. 
what could I do? You could have 
erected a cabin with the help of your 
kind neighbors in three days, or could 
have lived under a tent. This would 
have saved your reputation for honesty, 
and given the commurity a high ‘sense 
of your uprightness and your willing- 
ness to suffer wrong rather than to do 
wrong. Their confidence in your in- 
tegrity would have been established 

| 

narg € | forever. 
never appeared so attractive in their | No Christian man will rom in debt 

in these hard times, depending on pay- 
ment by, others who owe him. If any 
of your young readers who notice these 
remarks will live happily and free from 
many troubles that perplex and distress 
us; let them not forget the old English 
rule. Live only according to your in- 
come, and it will save you from anxiety 
and difficulties which tongue cannot 
describe.— Religious Herald. 

¢ ow» -—— 

By the Wayside. 

Tyo aged men entered a street car a 
few days ago, in au meighboring city, 
One of them, who was paralyzed, said 
in reply to a question of the other as to 
his welfare, *“ I have a very large in- 
terest in the next world.” When asked, 
*“ How are gone off for this world ?” he 
answered pleasantly that he had enoagh 
to meet his wants while he lived, and 
then he added, * But I have a very 
large interest in the next world.” The 
conversation attracted thé attentiofl of 
others passengers, and one of them who 
narrated it said that those words kept 
ringing in his ear all the rest of the 
day. He could not get rid of the deep 
impression made by the singular earn- 
estness and happiness of the old disciple. 

Surely this is the beauty of old age, 
its joy and blessedness, and calm assug- 
ance of a portion beyond this life im 
“ the inheritance of the saints in light,” 

Little, too, did the veteran think of 
the pewer of his reiterated sentemce up- 
on be hewrts of fellow-travellers, who 

Our country is horribly in 
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