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* 'What souls posessed themselves so pure,

‘ able to say “ Thy will be done.” Bro.

"Convention.

102

into the fellowship of the Antigomish
Baptist Church.

She naturally possesséd a singularly
winning dispesition. Her christian graces
were being daily symmetrically develop-
ed. The pastor whose ministry she at-
tended during her stay in New York,
writes, ‘Her life in NewYork was blame-
Jess. She was already making the quiet
power of her Christian character felt
among the young people of the Taber-
nacle Church. She exemplified the truth
that they are
« Thrice blessed whose lives are faithful

prayers,
Whose love in higher love endure ;

Or is there happiness like theirs.”

Her funeral service was conducted in
the Tabernacle Baptist Church by Rev.
R. B. Hull, assisted by Revds. Jobn
Peddie, D. D., and - A. H. Burlingham,
D.D. Her remains are at present de-
posited in & vault ia St. Mark’s Church-
yard, from which she is to be remeved
for interment to the family lot, Orange
Cemetery, New Jersey. In sister Me-
Quillin’s death this church has lost a
devoted and much valued member ; the
Sabbath School an earnest, faithful and
successful teacher. Her life was a preof
of the genuineness of childhood cenver-
gsion. Bro. McQuillin was with his
daughter in New York during her sick-
ness and death.. This is a sore trial for
the whole family, but by grace they ure

McQuillin and family have the sincerest
sympathy of the whole community in
this their sad bereavement.
J. A. GorpoN.
(Christian Visitor pleasecopy )
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For the Christian Messenger.
Our Foreign Missions.

Noe. 8.
Dear Brgther,—

My last letter shewed that our Mis.-
sionaries were dissatisfied with the way
in which their salaries were curtailed
by our Board to the extent of $200 a
year for each family without their
being consulted, and also to the distrust
and embarrassment which arose from
this invasion of their rights.

Let me refer again to the proposal
made by the Board to the Convention
at Sackville in 1876 in respect to sala-
ries, and which the Convention relega-
ted back to the Board for settlement.

The -proposition was to pay our mis-
sionaries at the rate of Rupees 2,200,
or its equivalent, $1,000 a year to each
family. In the administration of this
apparently simple matter a difficulty
arose from the fact that our Executive
claimed that the Rupee should be the
standard of value instead of the dollar.

Now the Rupee is not a true stand-
ard of value, it fluctuates in the market
continually, very much as the “green-
back” currency did in‘the United States
a few years ago. In the early part of
1873 the Rupee was at par in the
markets of India, and at that date Rs.
2,200 were worth about$4,000, but it
has never been worth se much since.

The following is a reliable statement
of the depreciation of Rupees as shewn
by the average price in India of de-
mand bank bills on London, G. B.—
the best standard known :

- Rs. worth
1873, say at par, 2,200. ... %1000 00
1874, av'ge discount 8§ 7. 2,200.... 915 00 |
1875, ¢ 11 2,200 ... 890 0011
1876, e 193 *2,200.... 812 50|
1877, s 148 *° 2.200.... 883 75
1878, ¢ 16 “2,200.... 840 00 |
1879, " 2 ‘2200, 760 00

The depreciation for 1879 is only
the average of the first five months of |
the year, but from this reliable table it
will be seen that at the very time when
our Board in 1876 stated that Rs. 2,200
was equivalent to $1,000, they were
really only worth $812.50, a very ma-
terial difference of whiech our Executive |
either did or did not have full know-%
ledge. '

Against the monstrous injustice of |
being.~compelled to accept 2,200 of |
these Rupees for $1,000 at all times, |
when in reality $1,000 gold would |
sometimes buy more than 2,750 of |
them in .the market, our missionaries |
most naturally and vigorously protest-
ed, claiming that this arrangement was,
if possible, even worse than the inva-
sion of their rights in cutting dowg |

their allowance without consulting them, |
-+ for now they could never tell what their

salary would be for two quarters to-
gether, and besides it was not only |
equitable and right but absolutely |
necessary that they should receive |
$1,000 in gold, or its true equivalent. |
The Board was as firm in maintaining |
the Rs. 2,200 as the salary, as it hagl
been stated in the report passed by the |
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| This is the course pursued by

' the Women’s Missionary Aid Societies.

Our Board cabnot plead ignorance in
extenuation of this extraordinary con-
duct, for at one time when Rupees were
extremely low, and every thing else in
India was at famine prices, and Bro.
Armstrong was really straitened”™* to
make both ends meet,” he made up one
of his quarterly accounts upon the
honest dollar basis, and forwarded it to
the Board. Upon itd receipt a com-
mittee was appointed to investigate it,
and upon their report the account was
returned to India, with the intimation
that no deviation could be allowed
from the regular standard fixed, and
substantially that,
might fluctuate«in India, they were al-
ways at par at the rooms in St. John.

t is my opinion that a business firm
that should conduct its affairs on these
principles would soon injure its credit,
and weaken the confidence of the pub-
lic. Did the Secretary of the Board
receive his salary on this depreciated
Rupee basis?7 The reports submitted
do not show it that way. It is simply
impossible to find any reason why godly
men would coutinue to pursue such a
remarkable policy unless it may possi-
bly be to qualify the boast in the report
of the Board submitted in 1875, that
“ probably there is no Foreign Mis-
sionary organization in existence re-
ceiving and expending an equal amount
which is doing the work so cheaply as
ours.”

It was somewhat like this. Some
had gone.down into the mine, while
others had promised to hold the ropes
and send down supplies. Presently
come voices from below, “ Please send
down all the rations promised, we need
all.” Answer is returned, ‘“* We have
given you all we agreed to.” Up
comes a reply, ** You certainly must
be mistaken. Rupees have deprécia-
ted, while everything else is at famine
prices ; we must have full value for the
dollars mentioned for our salaries to
make both ends meet.” Answer re-
turned, ‘¢ Keep quiet, some of our peo-
ple think you are getting too much
already, and to agitate the matter will
be worse for you.” * * ¥

Thus our long-suffering and faithful
missionaries were worried and embar-
rassed by our Doard, it was simply
“ keeping back part of the price,” the
money due our brethren, and charging
them with $1,000, because they had
been paid Rs. 2,200, when these same
Rupees cost our Board a very much
less sum.

As the matter now stands we simply
owe our missionaries the difference be-
tween the amount of salary agreed
upon when our brethren left our shores
and the "amount subsequemtly fixed
upon by our Board without their full
concurrence, and also the difference
between the value of the Rupees paid
to them and the sum which the gold
would have purchased in Rupees at the
various dates, as indicated in the table
of average values of Rupees above.
These sums are justly and legally theirs,
and we cannot expect God’s blessing
upon our labours until these obligations
are honestly discharged. .

It is satisfactory to see that there is
no mention made of Rupees in the sal-
aries fixed at Hillsboro' last summer,
and it is to be hoped that the mission-
aries will now be paid the real avails
of the money stipulated. If they are
paid in Rupees it should be the relative
value, the true equivalent of the dollars.
the A.
B. M. Union, and by every other F. M.
Society with which I am acquainted.

I may add that Miss Hammond's
salary has been by special stipulation
an exception to this rupee basis of pay-
ment. In this we may see the hand of

It should be observed that although
there was always abundance of funds
in the treasury, the Executive was
sometimes tardy in sending their re-
mittances forward so that our brethren
were sometimes in very straitened cir-
eumstances to meet ordinary expendi-
tures. When we consider their posi-
tion surrounded by people who could
not understand the matter, and who
demanded promptitude in all their deal- !
ings we can see that this was of itself
an annoyance and embarassment of ne |
small importance. 'f

Bro. Armstrong for ~sometime for- |
warded to the Board in advance esti- |
mates of the amount he weuld require i
for ordinary expénses at his stations.
These overtures were never noticed by |
the Executive, until they were abun-
doned as useless.

Our missionary says that after seven
long years’ experience of the ‘¢ spirit
and pelicy ” of the Board, and after
prayerful deliberation he has arrived at |
the inevitable conclusion that it is im-
possible for him to confinue to labour

in connection with that body, although

however Rupees |-

he is desirous of still being the mis<ion-
ary of the Baptists of these provinces,
and anxious to resume his work at
Chicacole. From the few side glances
which we have had of that * spirit and
policy” as revealed by the public acts
of our Executive, can we be much
surprised that brother Armstrong has
been compelled to come to that decision ?

R. M. KV

For the Christian Messenger.
Social. at Dartmouth.

Dear Bro. Selden,

It was the writers privilege to be pre
sent at the very enjoyable Seciable, beld
in the Vestry of the Baptist Church,
Dartmouth, on Thursday evening, the
24th inst.

At 8 o'clock, the Vestry was filled
with friends who looked as if they had
come there expecting a good time, and
intended to have it.

Brother Nalder was appeinted chair-
man, and in a few happy remarks, gave
all present a hearty welcome, after which
the choir favoured the audience with
excellent music. The chairman then
called upon Judge Johnston, whe seem-
ed to be in the happiest mood—and
whe in a very interesting address, re-
ferred to the kindly feeling which is
universally manifested towards the pas-
tor and his good wife, concluding with a
high compliment to the ladies of the
Church and congregation, attributing te
their cleverness and zeal the success of
the sociable.

Interesting addresses were made also
by Messrs. Whitman; Barss, and Hunt,
interspersed with music from the choir.
During the evening, in order to prevent
any thing like menotony, the chairman
ordered the long table in front of the
platform to be uncovered, and then pro-
ceeded in well chosen words to present
the table with its contents (worth
seventy-five dollars) to the astonished
pastor and wife. A

The pastor expressed gratitude a token
of appreciation and kindly feeling, which
he said was but the bursting of the
storm of kindness which had been brew-
ing all winter.

The evening was a most enjoyable
one, and the looker on could not but
feel that both pastor and people were
happy. and thoroughly enjoying their
work.

LooKER-ON,

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

" MiLtoN, Yarmourn.—Rev. J. A. Gor-
don writes on the 17th inst., “ We had
& missionary meeting in our chureh,
(Milton), on Monday evening, which
proved quite asuccess. We will be able
to raise our $1.00, per member, at least
we hope. $60.00 were comtributed on
the evening of the meeting. It only
needs for pasters to do what they can in
bringing the Convention Scheme before

the people.

— 4

Sours RawpoN,—Dear Editor,—Y eur
readers will be pleased to learn that a
deep, quiet, and powerful work of grace
is in progress at South Rawdon. It was
my privilege to baptize six more coura
geous converts here yesterday, making
ninetesn since the good "work began.
One of those baptized yesterday is a
school teacher, much respected and
esteemed in the community. Several
others are seeking salvation, and the
church is much strengthened and re-
vived.

1 spent yesterday week, March 20th,
at Maitland and Noel. At the latter
place the converts recently baptized
are doing well. In our meeting there
on Sabbath eveming several requested
prayers on their behalf. The little band
there are much strengthened by the re-
moval of Bro. Hutchivson from Canso

to that place.
Yours truly,

Isa. WaLLACE.
March 28, 1881,

Norta Syposey, March 21st, 188]1.—
The good work here is making progress.

Our meetings are continued with in-!

creasing interest. The Lord’s presence
is being manifested with power, Sin-
ners are coming to Christ. From time

to time our hearts are gladdened by the :
| Sestidhony o eossrwha 'are "—iOiCi;s ia | Prayerfuluess, the church was never in a

the pardoning love of Christ. Sabbath

morning our church was filled to its ut-

most capacity:){y a large attentive con-
t

Goop News rroM GuyssorovGH.—Thus |
saith the Lord, the time to favour Zion,
yea the set time is come. Truth has
been received by this people, error has
been overcome. Hope has been revived
woights have been laid aside, and the
sin which doth so easily beset us. Faith
has been increased, the church is com-
ing up to take higher ground, the work
is going on." Salvation is ef the Lord
and it is free. Not by might nor by
power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord
of hosts. I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people. And as
many as were ordained to eternal life
believed. Some have received this
grace and have professed their faith in
the death and resurrection of the Son
of God, and like the Eunuch went on
their way rejoicing. Others must fol-
low for Ged has spoken. My word
shall not return to me void. The Lord
shall send the rod of thy strength out
Zion. Thy people shall be willing in
the day of thy power to obey the
gospel. Children of God pray for us
that the good work begun over three
months ago, may go on for many
months, until this little eme may be-
come a thousand and this small one a

strong people.
’ . W. C. Ribeour.
March 21st, 1851.

Berwick. — The special work of
grace is being continued. I have bap-
tized six more, and two stand approved
for baptism amd church membership.
Aund others having obtained hope, wil]
in all probability go forward and join the
church. This is the eleventh week of
special effort, and the demand . for
extra labour is increasing.

And it does almest seem that the
angel of death is uniting with the means
of grace in urging the people to accept
of Christ and thus “prepare to meet
God.” :

Sister Salome, wife of brother Isaac
Rand, and daughter of Charles Mec-
Gregor, Esq., passed over to the better
land on Sabbath, the 27th of February.
She leaned econfidently on the stromg
arm of Christ.

On Wednesday, the lst inst., Mrs.
Thomas Margeson, aged 35 years was
called to her reward. Sister Margeson
leaves a husband and six children. Shke
has exchanged a world of sorrow for a
world of joy and peace.

On Thursday, the 3rd inst. brother
John Margeson, of Black Rock,” closegd
a pilgrimage of nearly one hundred
years. - Having been “ ome of the sweet
singers of Israel,” he has gome to join
the heavenly choir! He had seven

And he had fifty grandchildren, and
thirty-six great grandchildren. He pro-
fessed religion sixty years ago.—Re
ligious Intelligencer please copy.

And on Menday, the 7th imst. death
entered the family of brother Edward
Masters and took his little daughter
aged six years. Though young she was
remarkably clear in her anticipations of
heaven. May God blessall the relatives
and friends of these departed ones, and
cause that these afflictions may work out
for them, and us, a far mere exceeding
weight of glory.

Respectfully, &c.,
J. C. BrLeageNy,

Berwiek, N. 8., March 14, 1881.

P. 8. —'Have been continually in
special meetings since New Years Day.
Baptized five willing and happy converts
on Sabbath the 20th, and gave the hand
of fellowship to one. And are mpow
holding special meetings at Harborville.

J.CB.
March 24, 1881.
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The church bosks at the Metropolitan
Tabernacle new contain a grand total of
5,284 members’ uames. The increase by
| baptism has been 314, by letter 101, by
profession 38 —making a total of 453 for

the year. Onm the other side, 147 have
| been dismissed, 5 have left to form a

« new interest al Tootimg, 50 have gomne

|
|

with letters to other churches, 12 have
,' emigrated, 74 have died, 5 have removed
| for other causes, and 106 have been
| excluded on account of mon-attendance
—the total decrease being 399. The net
' increase was thus 54. * As to spirifual
| progress,” says Mr. Spurgeon, referring
| to the annual church meeting, “ it was
| hoped that im earnestness, unity, and

sons and thres daughters all now living.

The Rev. Jeseph Cook has been re.
ceived with remarkable emthusiasm in
England, and his lectures have been ay
cordially and earnestly listened to, asin
Scotland, At Manchester, where  he
delivered three lectures in additien to
preaching on the Sunday, &fty ministers
sat down with him at a public breakfast,
and two days later he me% seventy-five
guests at a public tea. At Bradford, a’
splendid “ gathering assembled in 8¢,
George’s Hall to listen to an address on
Sunday evening, February 20. ‘The hall
sedts about 5, people, and a crowd
had to be turned away for want of reom,
Mr. Cook spoke one hour and forty min.
utes on “The New Birth and Atone.
ment.” There was eagar attention to
the last, and in the concluding fifteen
minutes there was a hushed selemnity,
An audience of nearly four thousand
ersons listened on the following even-
ing to his lecture on “ Does Death End
ALl ?" the Vicar of Bradford presiding.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE,

On Tuesday of the past week, after
anumber of private bills, and matters
of routine, Dr. Campell put a question
to the Government respecting their rail-
way policy, and referred to what had
been said in the opening speech on the
subject. | |
Hon. Prov. Secretary said, in reply,
that the policy enunciated in the speech
with which the session was opened was
the policy of the Government still. "A
reference to that speech would show that
the matter referred to was not in such a
complete state at that time ag to enable
the Government to speak positively and
definitely upon ‘the subject, further
than to express the hope that the nego-
tiations in progress would result in such
a way as to emable this House to deal
with the subject. They expected 'that
before the week closed the Governwent
would be ia posession of such informa-
tion as would enable them to arrive at a
definite conclusien. s
Dr. Campell asked if he was to under
stand that the country was to expeet a
radical change ef policy with respect to
these works. The remarks of the hon.
Prov. Secretary were indefinite,- What
he desired to-know was whether the
country was to expect a material change,
He thought it was due te the country
that they should now know, A0
Hon. Prov. Secretary said he coul
only say that the measure which the
Government intended to submit if they
should obtain the necessary concessions
from the Dominion Goveinment, would
be of such a character as to enable them
largely to improve the present condi
tion of the railways from one end of the
Province to the other, and place them
upon a firmer basis than at the present
time. He hoped also that under the
proposed measure they would yield
some return for the public money which
had been so largely expend upon
those works.
Dr. Campbell asked if the House was
to understand that the matter lay alto-
ther in the hands of the Deminion

the Hon. Prev. retary said, it would
seem that unless the Dominion Gevern-
ment gave this Province certain conces-
sions,the Government would bring down
no railway policy whatever. (Hom. Prov.
Secretary—No, mo.) In other words
the policy of the Government was a
{xﬂicy of expectation. They had been
iving on expectation for the last two or
three years, and he was afraid that the
same policy of expectation was in eon-
templation to day. He was very much
surprised, and he had no deubt every
hon. member was equally surprised,
that no peliey and not even the outline
of a policy was before the House.

After the Legislative Council, had by
message, informed the House that they
had agreed to several bills :

Hon. Prov. Secretary sdaid he was
Jjust in receipt of a telegram on a subject
of importance and intercst to the fouse,
namely, the proposed railroad bridge
construction of the bridge had passed
the Legislative Council and the House
in New Brunswick almost unanimously.
The .importance ef such a work could
not be over-estimated, as one of the
greatest obstacles that laid in the way
of the.completion of our railroad system
was the break eoccasioned by having to
cross the St. John River by a ferry.
When the groposed bridge is construct-
ed, Nova Scetia would enjoy continuous
railway connection with San Francisco
or New Orleans. And en the question
of the winter port, also, this A matter
would have a very important bearing.

The House in Committee on Bills,

| The bill to Incorporate the Halifax

Electric Light Company was read clause
by clause and passed.

On Wgepsespay the College Bill was
taken up for a second reading,

In the course of the discussion the
Hon. Mr. White contended that the
adjustment of 1876 was not a final set-
tlement, and that it had been then con-
templated by the Government of the
day, and by their supperters in this

| eaithier state.”
i
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The Universalist Denomination is

ness the ordinance of | losing ground. A mumber of the minis-

tion, to
9 mﬁvou’ baptism. Five joyful converts | ters have within ‘a fow years t

were baptized into the likeness of Christ’s { homes in other demominations../Ome

death. We Go:foct to receive more ;of

shortly. To be.all the praise | .
J. W. Baxororr.

their  prominent muti,cuu weDr.
8ham=>‘re—_recently Joined the Episcopal
burch. ;

House, that at thé end of that peried &
yCom:cl‘h 3:0!{:.5 University: -hldﬁ:
. establi was admitted .

| time that such a universit bouﬁ m

| thé country at least Jw or
t. year, and im view of this factit appear-
‘od to him that a central unl-

| versity was. out of the question, , The
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