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want of it would be much rather 

such. 

some, that it would be more worthy of 

God and of his perfection, to suppose 

that he would not find it necessary 19 

lay his improving hand upon the world 
. { i > > 243 ! : ad > ot «d full & 

in the form of a supplementary revela- | laws. or at Jeast does not procee yi 4 ‘ . : A RTE | 
from them, but includes in itsell somes +48 officers : A. C. Robbins, Esq., Chair- | new school included. 

tion. As if the question were simply 

one of later improvement, and not 

rather our necessity, as erring and sin- 

ful men, that God should meet us with 

i 

{ 

It is a strange objection, as urged by 

' 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

religion, so reasonable is this certainty, |= - For the Christian Messenger.§ 

so reasonable also- miracles. Do we | 
not believe that the world was created ? t 
And what is the greation but the rst 

miracle? For we name that a mirfiele | 
when something arises which proceeds | 
not from ‘present natural forees andd 

thing new,—something that comes into | 
. . . i 

connecti n with nature without being 

his truth and mercy, in. order that we | 

might go to him. Or whenitis object- 

ed, again, that through a revelation 

the human mind would be condemned | 

to mere passitivity —a thing unworthy of | 

it and contrary to its nature, for its] product of already existing presupposi- 

being is one of activity and real exer- | 

tion. While without an revelation the 

best possessions and the best thoughts 

will be given us, and our problem in 

life will be, as it rises like a star above 

the horizon of our mental world, to | if uot that we believe in ‘miraculous | 

it and attempt its solution. | power? 

Still, in all things we are first of all | free and not bound by - the necessity of 

receptive und then only’ spontaneously | the relation of things, but freely con- 

Thig is wholly the.case when | trols this according to his own will 

the question is concerning the highest | We could not help praying and hoping | 

survey 

efficient. 

trath and communion with God. 

In short, as regards both God and 

ourselves—in cach case we must say: 

go lar from a revelation of God being 

3 
| 

i 
: 

! 
H 

| 
impossible, it is rather that which an 

swers to God's nature and our own, 

which meets our being and oor 

necessity. 

4. But when all this is admitted, 

there yet remains a stumbling-block to 
modern thought, and that is miracles. 

: 
| | the protection of God; we eall upon 

‘ 

{ 
! 
' 
i 

] 

! 

i 
{ 

Whoever believes in revelation,believes | 

in miracles. 

are impossible. 

But miracles,it is affirmed. | at 

The old world believed | be does mot indeed act arbitrarily, his 

wrought from it. But this is true in 

the highest sense of the creation. Nor | 

less is it true of the redemption of 

humanity, or of the inward renewal of 

individual men through the power of 
divine grace, which is not simply the 

tions, 

* The power of such free and wonder- 
ful working lies in the being of God 
and we all involuntarily acknowledge 

it. We pray. What does this mean | 

For we believe that God is 

| 

| 
| 

to be heard, if there should only come | 

to pass what must come to pass, and | 

pot rather what God wills should | 

come to pass. We desire for our- 
selpes, we desire for our children | 

him in need and entreat him to turn | 

away evil from us; we implore him | 
for the recovery of a sick friend, we | 
hope to receive help from him, &e. | 

What does all this signify bug that we | 
believe. in a living God, who can do 
what he will. In doing what he will 

tliem to be possible ; hence it regarded | acts are inwardly supported, and con- 

them as real and believed in them. | trolled by a high purpose; still he does 

We koow that they are impossible. | 
The old world believed that it should | because he must. And this is con- 

regard as supernatural much that it 
could not explain as raural, and so it Jean Paul says—** miracles: on earth | 

sheltered itself in the acceptance of | are Dpature in heaven.” Shall the 

i 
: 

what he does because he will, not 

formable to nature in God; for—as 

: 

miracles. We have penetrated more | batural coherence of things in the 

decply into the luner recesses of nature | creation hinder bim ? 
3 | » “an ¢ & 6 

and have gotten another view altogether | dius says (iii. 29): “ Whether the 

of its forces and laws, 
search has lighted up ihe mysterious 
primeval forest of wonder and banished 
its gloominess, and what is net yet light 
will become so. The modern spirit 
demands that everything 
naturally. Miracles 
modern research. It regards them as 
impossible, and s0 also does it regard 
revelation. 

The mind demands, indeed, that it 
conceive of all things in their natural 
aod necessary connection. But — 
a sphere of pece-sity orfly 7 “Is-ther 
not also a sphere of freedom? Man 
stands under the law of necessity, so 
far as he 1s a natural being, so far as 

as he is a subject of physical s=ience. 
But is man a natural being only, is he 
not also a personal, moral, and thes 
a free being? 
natural philosophy only, is he not also 

Modern re- | prayer ol 

| 
| 

proceed | 

conflict wich | decide. 

| 

Is he a subject of | 

a subject of moral philosophy? And 
does not the realm of ethic: stand 
higher than that of physics? If mun 
then is free, because he is a personal, 
moral being, is this not especially true | 
of God? Or is God so bound by 

move his hands? 
himseli, if we deny that he is able to 
work miraculously. Rousseau limself 

cculd rot do better than quote him. 
“ This question—namely, whether God 
can work a miracle—if seriously en- 

Mathias Clau- | 

i 
{ { a deeply stirred soul 1s 

sirong and can effeet anything, or 
whether the nexus rerum. that is, the | 

natural connection of things, does not 
permit the like, as certain learned gen- 
tlemen maintain, I shall not attempt to 

I bave all respect for the 
nexus rerum, still I.eannot help think- 
ing of Sampson who left the nexus 
(connexion) between the gate and the 
two posts uninjured, and, as is well 
known, carried the whole thing—the 
gate and its posts—to the top of the hill ; 
in short I believe that the rain comes | 
when it is most needed, and that the | 
hart pants not in vain for cool water, 
it onc only prays right and is rightly | 
disposed.” : | 

But, says the objector, does not 

miracle do away with bpatural law? 
And is this conceivable, after it has 

been opce “established 7—But ie not | 
God the God of matural law also? 
What is natural Jaw but the act of his 
will? May it not be made subservient 
to his will and purpose ? But it is 
not once true that miracles cancel 

| 

\ i 

’ 

‘natural law, they only affect the par- | 
natural laws, that he is not free to 

We must deny God | 
Will and a higher power. 

“analogies of this in a humbler sphere. 

speaks so strongly on this point that T | 

‘but a higher force and a higher will 

tertained, would be impious, were it | 
not so absurd iu itself; and to punish | which are not effects of the lower! 

forces. a person for denying this would be 
showing him too much honor ; it would | 
be sufficient to put him in custody. | 

Who ever has indeed denied that God 

can work miracles?” True, he then 

fullest circuit. 
tion which has often been raised against 
the possibility of miracles, that we 
cannot attain to amy certainty of the 
reality of a miracle. But this appeal 
to unknown laws, in order to escape 

the acknowledgement of a miracle, | 
would be almost what Kant has desig- 
nated the principle of the corrupt rea- 
son. We all know that there is no 
unknown law of this natural arrange- 
ment of things by which a dead man 
could be brought to life. Why then 
has the negative criticism disputed a 
succession of Biblical narrations as im- 
possible, if the reality of miracles 
could in no case be established, but 
unknown laws of the natural warld 
could come into play? Dat we carry 
within us the certainty that there is 
much more than this natural arrange- 
ment of things. The certainty of the 
supernatural is indeed the foundation 
of all religion. As reasonable as is 

#o 

ticular course. of "its operation and 
place it under the law of a higher 

We have 

If my arm hurls a stone into the air, 

it ascends contrary to the nature of 

the stone and to the law of attraction, 

has entered, which produces effec's 

These lower forces and laws | 
are not abolished, but operate still. So | 
in the case of miracles a higher csus- 
ality operates and produces an effect, 
which is not the result of the connec- | 

proceeds : to establish the reality of a | tion of those lower causalities; al- 

miracle. we should have to understand 
the laws and forces of nature in their | 

And this _is an objec- | 

though it dovetails well into that con- | 
nection. This higher causality coin. 
cides in the last analysis with the | 

highest moral aims of being. Toy 
serve these aims is the highest and | 

fairest function of nature. Thus mira- | 
cle stands ip connection with nature, | 
but it is morally and not arbitrarily | 

| 

. conditioned ; it is not contrary to nature 
and its determination, but in a high | 

sense conformable to it. The highest | 
' moral purpose, however, is that of the | 

| divine love. It is the divine love | 
| which takes power into its service ; it | 
is the redemption of humanity which | 
accomplishes the higher new history 

"of humanity on the stage of the world ; 

it is salvation in Jesus Christ in which | 
the ground and justification of miracles, 
because of revelation, lie. 

! 

! 
! 
| 

eer 

The block of granite, which was an 
obstacle in the pathway of the weak, 
becomes a stepping stone in the path- 
way of the strong. Carlyle. 

berlind Co, N.'B.;"§125, for 
the year | future. -— 

' with evident pleasure: [I'he discourse | 10 NO paroxy=ms of grief, and after 

cure bis services will be blessed with 

St. Andrews friends did all the 

' gates who went by train were conveyed 

know well how to do it. 

| Vice-Presidents; A. J. Walker, Secre- 

| Saviour's 

ise si et lt UE ————————— 

SEPTEMBER 21, 185i, 

In the evening we had a very inte- | 

{ vesting paper, which elicited some dis- | 

I Lenssign., The writer dwelt mainly on | 
buse of helps. This paper is to The regular 

Home Mission 
eatry of the 1st 
ot, on Mond ¢ 
The following brethren were elected | meting, eleven schools reported, “one | 

| 
1 

{ 

wan ; Rev. G. E. Day, Al D., Vice-| The children of the Sabbath School | 

Chairman: A. Cohoon, Co. Sec'y ; | were present, and discoursed sweet | 

W. ‘A. . Randall, M.'B.,” Recording | music at intervals’ du
ring the evening. 

Sec'v: Rev. J. A. Gordon, Treas., | which added much to the interest of | 

and Rev. A. H. Lavers, and Deacon the meeting, We think all were well | 

James Crosby, Auditors. | paid for the time spent, and the dele- 

Grants were made as follows : gates would return to their schools de- 

- \ termined te be more faithful in the 
1. To the Newcastle field, Northum- — : 

beginning Aug. lst, 1881. Bro. E. R. 
Curry, missionary. 

2. To the Digby field, N. 8., $100, for 

the year, beginning Aug. lst—Rev. J. H, 
Saunders, pastor. 

3. To Ludlow &c.,. Northumberland 
Co., N. B,, $100, for the year beginning 
Aug. lst, 1881 Rev. W. M. Edwards, 

4. To New Maryland, York Co:; N. B, 

$75, for the year beginning Aug. lst, 
1831. 

5 Rev. M. N and inted ; 

\ 3 Rev. M. Normandy was appointed | PRESIDENT GARFIELD 1S DEAD. 
Yarmouth Counties, 

Several other applications were con- 
sidered but were deferred for further 

The next session will be held at 

Brookfield, = Colchester County, due 

notice of which will be given. 

: A.J. WaLKER, Sec'y. 
Truro, Sept. 16, 1881. 

@he Shristian Rlessenger, 

He died at Long Branch on Monday 
at 10.35 ia the evening. His death 

; : seems to have been from sheer exhaus- 

informatio, tion. * Previous to his death the only 

©. Terms for japplication. words spoken by the President were 

Hereafter churches or fields intending | that he had a severe paiv in his heart, 

to make application for aid can obtain | It is supposed by the surgeons that 

from the Cor. Sec’y. forms for such ap: | death was occasioned by a clot of blood 

plication. | forming on the heart. - Dr. Bliss was 

A. Conoon, Cor. Sec'y. ~ | the first one notified of the President's 

Hebron, Sept. 15, 1881. ‘expression of pain, and upon entering 
a ai mete OE the room at once saw the end was near, 

Members of the family were immedi- 
ately summoned to the bedside. All 
arrived and perfeet quiet prevailed. 

Mrs. Garfield bore the irying ordeal 
with great fortitude and exhibited un- 

The enngregation listened | precedented courage. She gave way 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Mr. Ralph M. Hunt, 

preached im the Dartmouth Baptist 
Church, on Sabbath morning last, from 
John xv. 8. 

itself could not fail to interest, and in- | death became evident she quietly with- 
struct.. Mr. Hunt being a Licentiate | drew to Ler ‘own room. There she 
of this Church, and the church being | 53's A heart-stricken widow, full of 

s0 long and faithfully served by his grief, but with two mach Christian 

lamented venerable father, were addi~ | courage to exhibit it to tbose about her. 

tional reasons for their gratification. She, of course, was laboring under a 

Brother H. Las completed the second terrible strain, and despite her efforts 

year of his course at the Newton The- | tears flowed from ber eyes and her lips 

ological Seminary, and has spent the | became drawn by her noble attempt to 
summer months travelling in England bedr the burden with which she had 
ard Scotland. been afflicted. Miss Mollie was natur- 

He proposes to engage in ministerial ally greatly effected. and bursts of tears 

work for a year or two before returning | flowed from the child's eyes, notwith- 

to Newton to complete his course & standing her noble efforts to follow the 

Theology. The Church that may se- | example of her mother. 
The death scene was one never to be 

an earnest and efficient labourer in the | forgotten. Perfect quiet prevailed, and 
cause of Christ. not a murmur was heard while the 

President was sinking. E. J. G. 
A telegram was immediately sent 

to the President's mother in Qhio and 
to the sons, Harry 2nd James, now at 
Williams’ College, as also to Vice- 
President Arthur and other prominent 

| public men.” 
Perhaps there was never a chief 

magistrate of a great nation over whose 
last moments there has been such wide 
spread anxiety and concerns The 
rulers of all the civilized nations vill 
feel deep sympathy with the Great 
Repablic in the loss of its head, The 
family of the late President will awaken 
heartfelt griet is thousands of families, 
not only iu that country, but in the 
Dominion of Canada, in Great Britain 
and Ireland, and wherever the English 

y could | Language is spoken. 
Delt ammerei———— tone | avo see 

We last week had a few lines on the 
to and from place of meeting, But the | disciplir ary proceedings in reference to 
greater number went in their own car- | Dr. Th mas. The following from the 
riages. All were well taken care of | last Wesleyan gives a fuller accountof 
while there, as the St. Andrews friends | the matter: 

( After the | Another point has been reached in 
opening exercises, the following officers | the proceedings against Dr. Thomas, of 
were elected, viz.: Rev. C. H Martell, | Chieago, for * disseminating doctrines 

(re-appointed), President ; C. Haver- Cec og hoapiises SE Nebyan ‘ee 
k, ic.), d 5.4 ings. 8 lshed n 0 trine” o 

stock, (Lic.), and Wm. Cummings, | (pyre di Episcopal Church. The 
secular papers genera ly credit the Pre- 

mitiee of seven. The remainder of pe ge Thomas h:/ jing —w 18 

this meeting was taken up with reports | his statements in self defence, in spite 
from Superintendents and others, from | of the efforts at limitation put forth by 

which we gather the following : Dr. gh on the ps on SPOS 
Teachers do not have enough love to | CBtion. Un the evening of the 9th inst. 

Christ. Do not go to the school pre- after iy wikeams 500 heen oahon 

sods arenes ae they should be, filled | L2. PERTE HRA. SAMDP §4 ROAR W0 af dee = Holy Spirit y ) Thomas had been heard from the stand, 
A | the case was given to the committee, 

Not enough interest taken, There is | After brief deliberation they returned a 
plenty to do, and we ought to lay out | verdict sustaining the charge, which 
work and then do iz. The older mem- - a be Spee Lo co So 

f : . | ference, There was no little excitemen 
bers of the congregation should ° am | caused when Dr. Parkhurst,in addressing 

: the committee said: “ There are gray- 
take vacations. Many are too logy 10 | paired, godly men in the city ; ty oH 
teach. Study the Bible to get some- | broken-hearted mothers in this city, 

thing to give to others' Lead the chil- | who are weeping over thé ruin of their 

dren to Christ, and then remember the | sons, whose downfall in theatre going, 

admonition, * Feed my | dancing, and beer drinking, and card 
Lambs.” We want for teachers, men | Playing began with accepting these views 
and women imbued with: the love of ug D to A. 5 The Dr. was eatnane 

Christ. Let the teacher be interested, | Goriviures, and the doctrine rales 2. de 
and there will be no difficulty in inte- | yeonement, and with the idea 

For the Christian Messenger, 

Colchester and Cumberland Coun- 
ties Baptist 8. 8. Convention. 

Dear Messenger ,—~ 

Some of our Baptists think anything | 
and everything good must appear in 
your columns, and if the mattir is not 
very good, the CarisTIAN MESSENGER 
will make it so. 

But to business. 1 was requested to 
send you an account of the Colchester 
and Cumberland Counties Baptist S. 8. 
Convention, recently held at St. An- 
drews. As intimated in notice of Cen- 
vention in CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, the 

to make the meeting a success, 

tary and Treasurer ; Executive Com- 

resting the children. of 4 probation after death. 

EA IAEA SAS 

_— . GRANVILLE STREET CHURCH 

The services in this charch lag 
Lord's Dag vite of an onusually i. 
terestinz charfietery and will mot soop 

be forgottep w those who were privi 
'leged to beé¥presént. * In the mornin 
the Rev. K¢ M. Saunders preached the 
closing sermon of a pastorate of four. 
teen years. ‘The text was from Heb, 
xiii. 25—* Grace be with you al), 
Amen.” After brief introductory pe. 
marks shewing that the text is used at 
the close of nearly all the Apostolic 
epistles, and at the commencement of 
several, Mr, S. alluded to the changes 
which had taken place in the chareh 
and edhgregation during his lengthened 
pastorate. Many who bad welcomed 
him when he first came to Halifax, 
now dwell in other lands, or had gone 
to their_home above. He referred to 
the years of depression in‘ business 
which had occurred during this period, 
and felt glad to. be able to state that 
notwithstanding this, the Pastors 
salary had been increased, $3000 hag 
been" expsnded on the church, and 
$9000 on the Spring Garden Building, 
and large sums had bein given to the 
benevolent objects of the Denomina. 
tion. He also alluded in detail to the 
spiritnal progress of the church, 116 
had been received into the charch by 

baptism during his ministry. He did 
not take any credit to himself, but felt 
that his labors had been very imperfect, 
yet was thankful that God had enabled 
him "to labor with the church, and had 
given some success. He had felt it 
his duty to retire on account of his health 
being then somewhat impaired, and, in 
deference to the views of some who 
believed that a change would be bene. 
ficial for the church. He trusted God 
would direct and provide for him 
and his in thz future, as he had always 
done for his servants in the past. 
The action taken by the church, 

being the action oi ail, all are obligated 
not only by original vows but by recent . 

action, to united efforts for the prome- 
tion of the best interests of the church. 
He also spoke im" warm terms of the 
affection and esteem ever manifested 
for him and his family by the church 
and congregation, and concluded by 
expressing his own wishes for their 
growth and prosperity, affectionately 
commending them to the grace of God, 
both now and hereafter. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW PASTOR 

Rey. ALexaxpER MCARTHUR. 

It is a very unusual circumstance 
that the retiiing pastor of a Baptist 
Church is present and introduces bis 
successor, and commeonds him to the 
people of his charge, yet this was bap- 
pily the case in Granville St. Chureh, 
on Sunday evening. It had so happen- 
ed, altogether uninténtionally on the 
part of both, that they had not met ° 
until @ few minutes belore the evening 
service, 
The services were commenced by the 

Rev. Mr. McArthur offering prayer, 
and giving out the bymn,— 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 

Rev. E. M. Saunders then read the 

Scriptures 1 Corinthians ii, and en 
gaged in prayer, invoking blessings oo 
both minister and people. 

Rev. Mr. Saunders then addressed 
Rev. Mr. McArthur; and, on behalf of | 

the church, gave him a most hearty 

welcome, and introduced him in very 

fitting and kindly words to all the la 
bours and responsibilities of the sacred 
office just vacated by himself. He elo 
quently welcomed him to our pleasant 

city, and to its many benevolent and 
philanthropic institutions, where he 
would find a large ficld for his Christian | 

sympathies and labours and he could 

assure him of the fullest co-operation 
and brotherly kindness of Christiansof al 
denominations in connection with these 

publi enterprises. He assured him of 
his desiré and intention to do all in bi 
power, whether he remained in the city 
or otherwise, to render aid in his work, 
and facilitate his labors and usefulnesé 

He also warmly welcomed him to 8 

place among the Baptists of these Mar 
time Provinees, to their labours © 

building up and extending Collegiate 
education, a work with which Graoville 
Street ‘Church had from its inceptiod 
been fully identified, to our Foreigh 
Missionary emterprises to the Telugl 
people of India, and to the Home Mis 
sion work in these Provinces. Thes 
enterprises were well worthy to receive 

his fullest sympathies, and presented 8 
field sufficient to engage his largest 

Christian labours. 
Mr. Saunders then left the platior® 

and Mr. McArthur in reply thanked bis 
for the very unexpected expression of 
kindly welcome, and noticed what bo 
was pleased to term the -— royal rece 

given him on board the Ahambr 

Saturday afternoon. In consideriof 
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