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Motto for the New Year. 

“The Lord thinketh upon me.” Psa. 
BE 

Upon me :'' let these ‘words, now the 

year is‘commencing, 
Repeat their glad music in hearts that 

And then the last—December—takes 

Bubmissive, and cotiented to be old, 
Grateful for untho 
And ever mindful 
That cometh towards the end. 

The Months, in long Broanssioo, glad to 
go 

a the goal of all things—even to God. 

his rank 

ape of happiness, 
"li oly time 

So they passed on— 

M J, J. 

are sad, 
o waken the echoes of trust and assu- 

Jance, 

pe AAR 

Religions. 
And stay till “ the mourners in Zion” 

are glad. » 
- 

Upon me, upon me; though so lowly |~ 
and worthless, 

So mall and daapled by the children 
50 of men's 
fet the Lord 1s concerned with giinist 

sundertaking, 1 
And genders my goings” again and 

qo Ape: 399 fs 

3 Eo precious to know that I am Rob 
is otten l 

That : e is in Heaven who thinketh at they vind ba on is a Diflhe, 

of me : 
- 

Who, Hough —-— pet for topo hath Fmy gh mls to. do, this. ; WV hat, 

times’ eeping, { 

That nothing can happen which is He o 5! wx Po sins. What, hi 

+. 0 be. By s ght. they not especiall 

: ¢ Upon, mel” Yes, hese words shall 

_ ring on in their sweetness 
To | ‘gladden each day of this forthcom- 

: ing year 
When an anthem of joy; that the Lord 

in His glory" 
Is thinking of each of His needy ones 

here. 

Ay, so * thinking” that nothing will | gi 
happen to harm them ; 

So ( thinking’ thet nothing can ever 

Q Lord, give us all the assurance to feel 
this, 

That life may be ever a “ kiduing | 
song i" 

CuARLOTTE MURRAY. 

i © Wr 

The Proeession ‘of the Months. 

tn m—— 

On New Year's Eve 1 sat me down, and 
| looked 
Into the clear blauk air, wherein anon 
I saw, as moving visions, these—the 

Months, 

Bleak January, stern, and hard, and 
cold 

Inexorable vanguard of the year. 

His brother following close, with head 
bent down. 

And eyes avert, with lagging painful 
tread. 

Then March—the young and lusty. In 
2 his breath 
Is life~ full, daring, fetterless, and wild, 
Eager and fatal as & thoughtless love. 

Passionate April—pyirl-child of the year, 
Weeping her heart out on the lap of 

Spring, 

Until the May-time cometh, flowery fair, 
And all the earth smiles back the smile 

of heaven. 

J une=-throbbing, tremendous with com- 

ing joy, 
Her rose bud pulses thrilling all the air. 

And rich July, oppressed with empery, 

Bathes in a flood | gold, and taketh rest 
- By starlight, with sighs hp mur- 

murings. 

ing the departed year ? Who of us 
August, queen ‘reguant, born unto the on not ? Boncia do come, will come. 

Holding her state with bland, assured | Does the memory of these still live in 
content, your breast and stir your resentment ? 

Gracious and regal- genaraus, large of | Do you talk of righteous indignation ? 
heart. O friend, it is probably a misuse of the 

4% Forgetting’ 'the things which are’ be- 

ear, and this ope 
i vitation to taf h ovér a new leaf, as 

most assuredly this should be one" at 

= Short Sermon for the ew. i 
Year. 
amr 

‘BY REV. WILLIAM LAMSON. 

Kiand.”==Phil, iii. 13 

od like ‘a Fp vi word ’ fyi New 
‘especially, Tt'is an 

e &3 Feast ion “often 14. are are 

m Rr he sto" Be" forg often bétter |'V 

0 be remembered ? i they ‘have hot | 
dig remembered and confessed, then 

¢e.. The ddfy is imperative aod 
pressing. Nothing should have the 

cedence. “Bht I am speaking to the 
Christian, to one who has conlessed and 

rowed over bis sins, and to whom 
God has been faithful and justto for- 
ive. Now, to him I say, Forget your 

confessed and forgiven sins, Do nat, 
I entreat yoo, carry the load, or an 
part of the load, over the threshold of 
Pw year. Jesus does not wish you 
ould. He ha< torae all those sins 

once for all. Why. then, should you 
bear them : It is meither good for you 
aor pleasing to God. He is williog to 
forget them: *‘ Your sins and iniguities 
will I remember ne more.” So entire 
is the Divine goodness that it includes 
Divine forgetfulness. You, then, may 
safely forget what is thus forgiven, 
Nay, you cannot safely do otherwise, 
2. Forget your Christian experience. 
Ten, twenty, or more years ago, you 
met with a change, which was called a 
Christian experience. If genuine, it 
wag the greatest and most blessed fact 
in your life. But tbat is past. Are 
you remembering it and living on it to- 
day? If so, you are sadly misusing 
it. That was only the birth-hour of a 
new life, designed to continue and grow 
till death. - Do not ge back and recall 
that infant life .as the foundation of 
present hope. It is not what you felt 
and weré then, but what you feel and 
are now, that decides your standing and 
prospects. Forget to-day the experi- 
ences of the past, except so far 
as they help you the better to use 
the present, and press forward to 
‘something higher and richer, you have 
not yet obtained. There is more in 
‘Christ than you have yet found. There 
are umsearchable riches in Him. There 
are experiences of those dead and of 
those now living that far surpass any 
which you have had. Reach forward 
to the unattained. Follow thou the 
Master whithersoever He leadeth thee. 

3. Forget your grievances. Have 
you endured wrongs, unkindnesses, dur- 

: word righteous. Better strive after | entering upon it the days of a life-time | A very large proportion of members | praying for the first time. Some of our 

Modis fs gsi matron—with sweet | think of,'a righteous forgetfulness. | seem to be innumerable, to him who iis | in our yen count for . most effective speakers made an 
{You do Wish to be forgiven, But the |leaving it, even in a ripe ‘old age, his | except upon the muster roll. en | uppromising start, and had one or twe 

And olow voion that penetrates, PEF 1 very ‘condition of the gon. forgive. |'pottion of time sees short as a watch that roll is ealled. for practical service | break-downs before they could (as the 
And looks of love, and tender, guiding | ness is & Spirit of forgiveness i in Ws. “If [in the night, and swiftly 'phssing as ‘a they do not amswer ‘‘here.” The [oarsmen say) “pull themselves  to- 

f rn [ye forgive not mien’ ' their trespasses, | flood that sweeps ‘all before it. He | lamentable statistics of contributions— | gether.” But it is not simply a public’ 
ngither will your fatier Wi heaven for- | who ‘would rightly sum up his: days | for example, only eighty cents annually | speaking and praying sexmice info 

October, with: . i atid thoughtful give’ your" tre “How : must therefore take his stand with the | per member to the great work of Home | which the Associdtion trai#s its mem- 
Pry ‘of | old’mun. + As this is the estimate of his Missions—show how small are the Lbers. They are organized for varios 

But quick SERENE wrongs suffe a life-time to which he will yet be driven, pecuniary gifts of thesecomatose Christ- | kinds of work. There is' a Visiting 
fades | {ARR gu dur askis i we, ‘debidrs” ? | God would have him Shlomi sity pont dans. The, thin attendanpe .at prayer- | Committee to look after (the: sick. 

or gailim so is ol \ | C4nn ied of the 7, ‘When it sien no meré meetings in. so. many: churches—the | There is an ** Entertainment Commit- 
wh, 7 emotief : trodpos hith, bute Jivieg | fewness gen who take part in them, | tee” whe arrange music, readings, and 
PApY oditieth) veiled A and" hose force v py diy por. in say kind En ‘other pleasant -features for 4 monthly 
soy Sat id resent fife. i fiw iH wold o Qui Ae | Mand sociable~—to: whieh the whole eongre- 

£h “Ry 

“high ? ‘Phiough the sum is at the best 

‘one to reckon; and in 

“measdre the vast spaces aces 

count not mybelf to give ‘apprehended, 
laid hold on, but this one thing I do, for- 
getting the things which are behind, and 
stretching forth unto the thin which 
are before, I press towards the mark 
for the prize of the heavenly calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Let this, reader, 

ba. our Scripture word for. the New 
Year—leaving the dead past, and reach- 
ing forth unto the living { fatare. The 
ultimate goal is not yet reached, 

+ rr . Sand 

. Numbering pH Days. 
baa 4 

BY REY; J. P4ROLLO. 

‘Some one Kas iid’ ‘that man is the 
only animal who can tell Whit o'clock 
it is. Certainly, of "all" the creatures 
‘Who trend with him “fhe highway of 
Tife, he is the only ont who can measure 

je steps. This is High rerogative, 
that he can enter’ the Fa iéh-tower from 
‘which the futuré as ‘well" as’ the past 
“ean ‘be surveyed’ ig that re- 
Yeals the hid ‘value! fittest 
‘Stirely it'js thas sig wifi Ad dh me was 
meant to be the aity nf—the property 
—of that" ‘wondertal being who can 
tdddure it np Hs a 1 deschan does his 
stock, or a landlord hi acres. 
: Yet i id this 4 task which man cannot 
perforin aright withobt help from on 

nat a very formidable Bme, it is an ill 
ease of Know- 

Tedge does not seem to diminish the 
difficulty. By the unfided effort of his 
mind man can ‘count the very stars, and 

that divide 

‘them. There is hard any calculation, 
either of time or spa 5: that is too great 
for him ; bat to meas his own few 
fleeting days be = the help of 
God. 

For somehow the dy “will not stand 
still to be ‘counted.  $b*silently, so 
swiftly, so imperce iby, do thay glide 
into one another, that to reckon them is 
like counting the bubbles that drift down 
the rapids ia quick succession, or the 
snowflakes that melt in the stream. As 
we attempt the task a strange drowsi- 
ness comes over hs. We seem to be 
copnting in a sort of walking dream, 
one hilf conscious of what we are about. 
And as we go on reckoning, the sleepi- 
‘ness grows upon us, till at length we 
drop off into the general unconscious- 
ness of our race to the rapid flight of 
time. 

For though we talk about the value 
of time, we do not number our days as 
we do our bank-notes, because they are 
not so real to us gs these are. Time 
passes us like the viewless wind, which 
is only seen in its effects. We move 
through it as amidst the insubstantial 
air. Its weeks and years steal past us 
noiselessly, like ghosts gliding threugh 
an empty space. It seems often im- 
possible tolay hold of them as we are 
wont to ‘do the things we wish to 
number. 

But the God who gave us tlie ability 
to reckon, can teach us to number our 
days. And the method of instruction 
which He pursues is indicated in the 
psalm which has suggested this paper. 
He would cause ui to number back that 
we may learn to mumber forward,— 
reckon up the days that are gone, that 
we may correctly estimate the value of 
the days that are to come. It is notori- 
ous that the old man’s estimate of life 
is very different from that entertained 
by the young ; and this simply. because 
the former bas actually traversed its 
days and taken stock of their opportuni-’ 
ties, while the latter has dene neither. 

Hence it is that while to him whe is 

noble tonic tq the soul. 
all that is good and manly within us. 

{ from them. as possible, or that his spirit 

Snnrizdge the spur of this great in- 
centive 

| for his good. 

It Braces. up 

It arrests us amidst eur foolish and 
ignorant wastefuloess of time, It cuts 
short our selfish indulgences and puts a 
limit to our profitless pleasures. It 
tightens every string of our spiritual 
being, and greatly helps us to gather 
up our energies and apply them to noble 
uses. For while, alas! it is but too 
well known that a man may accurately 
number his days only to extract as 
much wealth, worldly gain, or pleasure 

may be overwhelmed and his energies 
paralysed by the appalling brevity of 
time, the good results oi this course 
are at bec equally notorious, Few 
men have begun to be really wise until 
they began to number their days; and 
the wisest haye been the most ready to 

onah led the Ninevites to 
repentance by teaching them to number 
their days ; and it is difficult to see how 
any man could take home the message 
they received without following the 
course’ which « they pursued. Every 
student who has resolved to prepare for 
an examination, every tradesman who 
has pledged bimself to execute a piece 
of work, every man who has undertaken 
any task whatever which is to be ac- 
complished within a stated time, knows 
what an indescribable effect i8 produced 
upon him by the numbering of the days 
which stand between him and the end 
be bas in view. How much greater 
therefore the influence upon us of the 
numbering of the days of our life, which, 
fleeting as they are, are suflicient to 
determine and to mould our eternity. 
On the other hand, the man whe has 

never numbered his days will hardly be 

large portion of the 
church is 
is diverted upon the water-wheels of 
the world, or else runs to waste ; less 

power in the 
a latent power. The stream 

than half of it turned upon spiritual 
machinery. One reason,among many, 
is, that new converts are not trained 
into Christian activity from the start. 

In a recemt article on “ Early Con- 
version” we spoke of the training of 
young converts in the Sumday-school 
and Bible elass. But many converts 
to Christ are still in the morning of 
life, although they may have outgrown 
the Sunday-school. Under thirty years 
of age the habits of individuals are 
easily moulded ; and during the thirty 
years after that, they ought to beset 
to work, for their Master. The true 
time to enlist a. Christian in active ser- 
vice is'when he enlists in the visible 
army of Christ by a public confession 
of Christe. If a new convert does nét 
open ‘his lips in some devotional: meet- 
ing doring the first thirty days, he is 
apt tor remain tongue-tied for lite. If 
he or she is not called inte some sort 
of service, then doth he or she become 
adrone inthe hive. One of the: mest 
effectual methods that’ I know «df tor 
training new converts is by the agency 
of a “Young People’s Association,” 
organized in the chureh and under the 
oversight of the pdstor. There has 
been such an association in the ¢hurch 
which 1 have the honor to serve for 
about thirteen years. Sometimes i 
membership runs as high as four hig- 
dred. 

It embraces three classes of meme 8 
—active, associate, and honorary: Any 
member of our church Letwee . the 
ages of fifteen and forty-five Lady be 
chosen an “active” member: of the 

able either to redeem or to possess his 
time, but will be himself the property 

stances. Instead of taking time by the 
forelock, and assuming the reins of his 
life, be will put his neck under the yoke, 
and be driven on by the * victor hours” 
which he might bave used as divinely 
appointed ministers working together 

Perhaps it is also not unworthy of 
netice, that it is the days we are called 
upon to number, and not merely the 
years. It is not only the passing year 
that is to solemnise our minds, but the 
passing day; since every fresh day 
comes to us from our God, laden with 
its own treasures and opportunities, and 
returns to Him with its own separate 

of time and the creature of -circum- 

association. ~ Any person of oy fa, 
character may become an. ¢ 

that of holding a The p 
membership is fifty cer ws auruslly, and 
ten dollars secures ¢ membership for 
life. The ebjects «f the association 
are to hold weekly duvotional meetings, 
to promote social ‘ntercourse, to visit 

the sick, to scareh vat and bring in 
young people, ‘a lukor for their con- 
version,and 10 de whatever will develop 
the spiritual li new converts. 
There is « “ Vavoional Committee,” 
whieh bas cherge of the Monday even- 
ing meuing, whieh is held in the 
houses of the congregation. The Com- 
mite mos” select the house, have it 
ar.gour ced from the pulpit, and see to 

record of eternal gain or irreparable ' 
loss. We make most of the years ; and | 
the scriptures, of the days. Bat the 
Bible is mght. You may lese sight of 
the days beneath the cloak of the year: 

sure of the years. Take care of the 
days, like the pence; and the years, 
like the pounds, will take care of them 
selves. 

Never was there an age in which we 
more needed the help of Heaven toenable 
us to number our days than this. There 
is nothing which is more repugnant to 
our generation than the thought of the 
brevity of life. Never perhaps was 
there a time in which death was se stu- 
diously ignored, and all that suggests 
the thonght of it mere carefully 
out of sight, and in which therefore the 
ancient prayer was mere needed by 
which these remarks have been sug- 
gested. 

Training Converts. 

BY THEODORE L. CUYLERy D. D. 

but when you secure the days, you ard, 

kept 

. that the espmp-stools and hymn-beoks 
, are iaken to the said house in season. 

That meeting lasts just one hour. 
{'.e leader of the service is allowed to 

“oueupy fifteen minutes in opening the 
exereises. As soon us possible after a 
person is converted, he -is requested to 
take charge of the meeting ; this breaks 
him into the harness at once. No one 
1s allowed 10 occupy more than three 
minutes in an address or a prayer. At 
the close of the service, a half-hour ‘is 
spent in giving introductions and in 
social intercourse, In pleasant weather 
we expect the house to be crowded ; 
but we have seldom had the spiritual 
thermometer so high as to pack a 
house on a stermy evening. Only a 
pleasure party or a political caucus can 
do that. 

In these social meetings all are made 
welcome, and new converts are encour- 

aged to take pari. There is a freedom 
felt in a private house which cannot be 
felt by a beginner in the public leeture- 
room of the church. Most persons eof 
modesty and common sense are apt to 

feel a certain diffidence in speaking or 

fact. | A | gation: are. invited. The + 1menthly 
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