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The Singing Church.

“ Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shal]
return, and come with singing unto Zion.”
~Jsa. Ii., 11. |

The following lines were written after
hearing a sermon in the Olivet Church, from
the above text :—
The Singing church !

distant aisles

Reverberate her sweet dnd solémn strains ;
The psalm of praise, the prophet's wondrous

Through Tinie’s long

vojce,
The angels’ songby Bethléhem’s hallowed
plains. _ & L5 nisn

With willing feet,she comes béfore‘thé Lord
Entering T{is gates with thanktulness and
3 yer ; s

And through the ageés, hallelujahs rise!
. From joyful souls who meet to worship
there. v ot} pi lish
10 13iinD
Is there a mourning one amid thie throng,.»
, Longing to flee away on dove-likei wingsd
A sacred song tells of His lovipg eare. ", |,
" Who wept on earth,and yet was King of

Kings. Rl

The Captive Church, with bowed and'dtgop?
ing head, 104 .
Sang of her Zion in‘a stranger-land ;.-
And 'mountain-caves have treasired in their
)+ depths j 18
yiThe trembling tones of many 4 martyr-
band. : .

Still sings the Pilgrim Church, and jou‘rneyé
on, ' '
Crossing the path by ransomed footsteps
trod; :
The forward host with
advance,
Seeing afar the city of their God.

victory’s "cheer

And as the notes of fatherland beguile
The weary exile on his toilsome way,
So, wafted o'er the silent stream, i$ heard

éeraphic music from celestial day.

LK i
But listen ! as the thrilling tones above
Responsive mect in one melodious strain,
A glorions choir resounds, * Worthy the
Tamb!”’ ‘
The Church below repeats the sweet
refrain.

Ye silent voices, speak of Jesus’ love;
He ‘waits to save,—begin the glad mew
song,
Learn  while on earth the harmonies of
héaven ;
The Bifiging Church complétes the ran-
somed throng. |
blwrwl. {1t F. MU‘R.

w ﬁs[ig%us. o

The Relation of John’s Baptism
'to' Christian Baptism.

This question is frequently introduced
in the coentroversy between us and other
denominations ; and we thigk, it is often
used where its relevancy is quite ques-
tionable. Let usy therefore, first of all,
try to uuderstand its true position in the
points of difference between us and
others

It has no bearing whatever ‘on the
baptismal controversy. We appeal with
confidence to John’s baptism in favor
of immersion ; but many a éne seems
to think, it is a sufficient objection to
our ‘whole argument to tell that
even if Jolin immersed, that wm not

prove any thing in relation to our bap-
tism, as John's baptism and christian
baptism arve two different things. Does
the word *“ John's” affect what we are
to.understand by the literal aet of bap-

tism? Does the word “christian”
change the literal act and make it
something elsc? We cal easily under-
stand>that these terms wiight affest the
sigoificance of the act; but we fail to
see how they can affect the significange
of the, word and make, it something
entirely, different in the one, ease. from
whatit,is o, the other. This kind of
logic: it . especiaily peeuliar when it
comes - from these who, the next e
ment, Will “identify the Mosaic sprink-
lings and ‘christian baptism, '

q'b'il'”ap_plies with ‘equal. force to
anether fallacy which  is now Dbeing
paraded as a wonderful «discavery - of
advanced scholarship. Wo are toldthe
hoathen' word baptism ahd'the New

Testament word méan entirely nt’
to'dip, thé 'latter meaning to purify or
.

| which «cumse in the supper.

4

to consecrate ! If we read in a heathen
book, writtem in the days ef Christ;
that a number the péaple were baptized
in the Jordan, we are to believe they
were dipped in the Jordan; bat if we
find the same words in the New Testas
ment, then we are to read, that a
number of people were consecrated by

having water in some way come in |

contact with the persons, be the water
more or less! If we read in a heathen
*ook, that the number of men, engaged
in the business of fishing..cast their nets
inty) the. sea of Galileg, -we are to
believe it means what it'says; but if
we find the same dwords in the New
Tepxpment, then we must waitfor some
advanced scholar to inform’ us, that he
has discovered, that these words have
all'" new signification, and ' thav they
mean something quite remote from
what they mean in the Zeathen bqqk;f
Thia word keathen is & wonderfnl word !
It' ' eonjures ‘up all the superstition of
the darkest ages, and gives ‘the would,
be priest the ‘much-wished-for. power 'o'}
lording it over men's reason. and souls'y
and ‘we are'eompelled - to -believe! thit
the. men who use this term in this ‘con-
nection know:its power over the,ignory

ant and superstitious,and en that aceount
use it . : | |

The question of the relation6f Jol"s
baptism to_christian _touches only the
question of. . communion. .. Note. well,
that even here it affects only the' gies-
tion of the baptism of the bleven wiio
received the supper trem the Master.
The whole ado. about rdohn’s, baptism
i3 reduced to this : The eleven partook
of the supper. It baptized at all, they
were baptized with Johu's baptism.
John’s baptism, -hewever, is entirely
different from christian. This being
the. cage they-partogk of the swpper
‘without christian baptism, THEREFORE
chwistian baptism is not a prerequisite to
communion. ‘There is an slternative
ot taken into thiscount. Suppose the
eleven were baptized, for that is the
suppositien, must they have been bap-
tizéd by John's baptism ? Ip the third
and fourth chapters of John's gespel
we ., are | told that | Jesus through ' his
disciples thade and baptized more dis-
ciples thap John.  Will some Danfel
tell us what baptism -this was? - May,
net the disciples have been baptized by
this- baptism ?° Even'if, then, Johu's
baptism was not the right thing, was
not this baptism the right thing which
Jesus himself supervised 7 ‘It is simply
thea a question.of alternatives. The
eleven may have been baptized by
Christ’s bapbism.or by John's. In the
case of its being: supposed that it was
Jobn’s; was it of no use or value in
relation 1o the supper ?

Having thus, as we think, reduced
this, whole subject to a very small mat-
ter; let us, before dealing with the
main question, show what it woald
amount to, even if proven  that the
eleven were mever baptized at all,
notwithstanding God’s ecommandment
in . relation both; to Johu and Jesuk.
Would the circumstance of the supper’s
being partaken by the ¢Yeven apostles
without baptism, affect the laws of
church = membership and order as
upiformly carpied out by them. after. ihe
day of Pentecost 7  Is there not a great
difference Letween the pesition of those
who are sent to innugurate a given
system sdud the parties to, whom they
are seat? For example:  There is
ne difficulty in believing that John the
Baptist  was, himself never baptized.
Weuld | that justily the people in
rejecting God's gomnsel 7 That is/the
logic of the day, = The parties te whom
Christ commitied the anganization of
his churches, everywhere and at all

times after the beginning of this special |

work, 'commanded repentance, (faith,
and baptism ,in order to be reckoned.
among their pumber, and so to be
pariakers of church privileges amieng
If | these
elevén ~men were ' commissioned ito
orghnize churches after a certain plan
imvolving baptism as a' prerequisite te
communion; would it vitiate this ‘coms
mission that they themselves had never
been baptized? The : crganization 'ofl
churches was a matter pertaining + to:

the times after Pentecost, and if we

‘obey and less. ready. te

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, March 23,

would show ourselves more willing to
quibble, we
would find very little need of talking
aboot John’s baptism in conmection

- with the order of a church organization.

Canadian Baptist.

.
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Missions in Europe.

ITALY.— Good News Jrom Genoa,—
The following deeply interesting lotter
frem the Rev. W. K. Landels, of
Naples, has recently been received by
“The Missiongry Herald. _

In a'recent letter, Signor Jakhier
writes him : — iy

“The: faundations ' of the Christian
Apostolic €hinreh of Genoa were laid
last‘Suhday. T do not say by the bap-
tism-—-because that dees: net conmstitute
the church—but by the public testi-
- mony bdraue by our¢atechumens to their
Maith in the Loed and ‘Savieur Jesis
Chwist. - There iére-fifteen who bore
witness by word.of meuth, but I judged
it prudentmot ‘te admit them atl to com=
muniong beeause some of Them had not
sufficient- knowledge of the Seriptures,
having frequentad our meetings for only
six or zeven months.! Those, however,
whom. 1. ‘baptizeal 1had - attended  the
services almost o from 'the ‘day that our
‘hall was opéhed, and; having been here
nearly nine  months, & have knoww
them all that time, andhave instructed
| them as catechumens. FEarly im' the
moraing of Sunday: last; they testified
of: their faivh, und 1 asked to ' be recog-
nisesl ag. brethren in. Ghrist.  Feeling
thav L could ne longer withhold from
them the privileges of the Christian, T
listened to the accounts of their eon-
version, which ‘weve very cousoling,and
then, acling according’'te the teaching
of St. Péter, who says:that the disci-
ples should first repefit-and then be
baptized (Acts ii, 38), we all went
down 10 &' bathimg establishment on the
sen-shore, called the ** Witeh.” ' There
each ove hdd his own ¢abin for-dressing.
The men, seven in number, wore the
dresses which had been purposely made
for baptizing, amd the three women
wore the usual bathing cestumes, which
suit the purpose exceedingly well. At
seven 4. m, ‘all were ready, and we
walked down to the sea tegether.
Nothing could be more beautiful than
the ceremeny. I went first into the
sea, and as the. others' followed 1 felt
that they were  my crown amd glory,
The ﬁl‘@k to be baptized,, or immersed,
were the women, whom I took by the
hand, and on my asking if they believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ, they each
answered, “ Yes, amen.” .J then im-
mersed  them, and they returped to-
gether to their cabins, whilst I continued
to baptize the men,

‘“* After the serviee was ever, I asked
one of our catechumens who was look-
ing on, and who had been told that
baptism by Jdmmersion was a seandal,
if, now that he had seen the ordinance,
it seemed to him such a scandalous
affair. His answer was * That it had
been most edifying and solemn !’ He
them told me that the assistant of the
establishment, who had seem all that
took place, asked who I was, and, on
being told that I was an Evangelical
minister, he said, # Aud this is the way
the"Evangelicals baptize.” Now I ask
how could he have known that we were
observing a religious ordinance, if it
had not been from the solemnity of the
service? Our baptism, then, is both
edifying and solemn when properly
carried out, and when the dress and the
place are well cliosen,

*““The services being concluded, we
went to the bhall, to thank God tor what
He had done, and to ask Him to do
still mére in the future, by  bringing
many souls to Himse!f. We then all

. went to our homes, fo retara aggin at
eleven o'clock to the Communion ser- |

vice. After the sermon, the bread and
members, who, I am sure, were gather-
ed together in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and with a sineere" desire to
commemorate His precious death. |

% Dwring  the last few days ¥ have'
often seem the warm “teirs of joy How-

ing from the eyes of these dear brethren

1881.

and sisters, two of whom are sixty
years old, and one of them seventy-five,
while the youmgest is about twenty.
The three women have husbands, who
come regularly to the meetings. These
are the first fruits of my labours in
Genoa, and I believe they were the
first baptized here in the sea. They
are' very dear to me. Pray for me,
dear. Mr. Landels, and receive our
salutdtions.

“Yeu muy well understand that I
rejoiced greatly to receive this news of
the work, which 0 me has such pecu-
liar interest from its havimg been found-
ed by my brother.”

In Catholic Italy there are to-day a
bundred and thirty-eight Protestant
churches and abeut a hundred and fitty
pastors - and evawgelists. At Rome,
Dr. Somerville, the Scotch evangelist,
has held large public. meetings in the
theatres. Alithough  these meetings
were in geneyal largely attended, and
sometimes counted a8 mauny as , three
hundred = persons, they . were, Yhvays
very quiet.— L Bcho de la Verite, |

(T connteract ! the influence of the
Urotestant and State Schools in- Rome,
the Lope has pet up fifiy-two seheols in
that ¢ity, which have complied with all
the requirements of the Italian law.
Normal schools, techmicdl and profes.
‘sional schools, . primary schools, and
gymnasia are included  in this number ;
and the: Pope . contributes sixty  thou-
sand dollars 4 year, to their mainten-
ance. . The bisheps threughout the
kingdom have heen instructed to open
scheols of a similar ¢haracter ia their
dioceses, and .10 use their influence for
the election, in the various cities, of
municipal counsellors pledged to substi-

tute clerieal for lay teachers.—United
Presbyterian.

The Work in Florence,—The follow -
ing deeply interesting letter is from the
pen of the Rev, James Wall, of Rome,
to the Missionary Herald, and is dated
from Florence :—

“ Dear Mr. Baynes,—I came here
last Monday night, where the evange.-
list supported by our friends in Can-
bridge has been breaking up new
ground ‘for the last few weéks. He
had succeeded in finding a room in one
of the lowest quarters of the city—San
Frediano—anl after purchasing a tew
chairs and a couple #f lamps, had re-
solved to commence preaching and
Sunday-school work immediately. I was
glad to find that Signor “Borgi was full
of hope, and surrounded by some whe
showed him muach sympathy, Signor
Baratti came up from Leghorn on the
same night with about seveh hundred-
weight of copies of the New Testament
and detached gospels. The people in
the street in which the room is, wondared
at the great boxes which they saw de-
posited at the door, and when they knew
their contents, several streng men offer-
ed their help Ao get them upstairs.
After prayer for a blessing, we opeued
the boxes, and weat out to sell the
New Testaments, give the gospels, and
invite the people to a 'meeting in the
evening. I have for several years past
| visited 'this part of Flerence occasion-
ally, and was not surprised at the
reception we met with. We sold a
' hundred New Testaments, distributed

] botanist.

wine were passed round =18 thé new |

four theusand--copies-of the Gospel of
Jobn, and invited the people to a
' meeting. . Last night the room was
crammed with persens who listened to
| the Gospel.

“ A lady, who, haviag heard of ou|
medical mission in Rome, and he
come to see its working, has commencd
one in Florence, and Signer Borg'®
| preaching there twice a week.

)™ Carey's Gardener,— Dr, /8rey
| was very fond of flowers, and 8 Well
' known' t0 many as an aeccPlished
So tender was his ™pathy
| with; and fondness for plai that' he
| would never pluck & flower Hi$ pri-
vate devetions were alwa- Performed l
| in_his garden, which, at 4 time, was
noﬁsdlas l}nenbeat in Ind;ﬁ¢r g
ar, . C’s gr¥r &
'@‘:'r"’ old, He entei‘o Dr., Carey’s
service when quite g; and learnt,
much’ from him a %80 from "Dr.

Voigt, Dr. Marshm ® sen-in-law, His |8

object of ruin.
of another law of the Decalogue, besides

the
assumes the character of a
and displays superior
capacity for evil,
minds other men's business, in that it
eompels them to work en Sunday, or

{ WHOLE SERIES.
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memory continues wonderfully good, so
that hé can give the betanical name of
almoit every ‘plant or flower shown
him. 1 have before me a list of over
two hundred and fifty plants in the
College ‘garden, the names of which
have been taken down by an English
master from his dictation.

In 1821 Dr. Carey’s botanical pro-
clivities led him to found the “ Agri.
Horticultural Society of India,” which
holds its meetings in the Metcalf Hall.
In the hall there is a bust, in marble,
with the inscription, * W. Carey,D D.,
Founder of the Agricultural and Her-
ticultaral Society, 1820:”

This is' now ome of the most usefal

and ' influential corporations* in the
country.

ALBERT WILLIAMS,
Serampere College,
Serampore, Bengal,

oo o
-

Old 'msthods quite Sufficient,

We see very clearly that old means
and methods are quite sufficient to save
souls. Our 'Lerd did not say, “ Paul
be not' afraid, but deliver a Sunday
afternoen lecture with a nonsensical
title ‘amd little or no gospel in it.” * No,
no; but ‘ Speak, and hold not thy
peace, for I have much people in this
city.”  Gods way of saving seuls is
the best way, after all. You and I
may get up all sorts of inventions, and
he may wimk at our follies, and ‘let us
go on with them ; but his way of saving
souls is speaking the gospel,” and
nothing other than the gospel. I
should like to see in the world again a
revival like that under Jonathan Ed-
wards, in which there were no extrava-
gances, no utterance of false doctrine,
no making a moise and a riot, but just
the - preaching of the old-fashioned
doctrines of grace. Thede truths
brought on a revival of a deep and
enduring kind. Men were filled 'with
an awlal fear of God, and they re-
pented bitterly, and mended their ways,
and seught for Jesus ‘in dréadfal
earnest, and rested not till they found
him, They did net sing jigs. but they
wept as one that is in bitternsss for kér
firstborn. They flaunted 10 banneérs,
bat they laid hold en J:sus in the
secret of their souls. They did not
often shout, but they wnt home and
talked one te another of what God had
been doing in their .ouls, and they
lived near to him. I ~ould like to see
that old kind of wor. and life among
| us again. The Hol Ghost may werk
as he pleases, butstill that order of
revival seemed t be deep and per-
manent, and th/ results were found
after many day; whereas, nowadays,
| where are the caverts ot your revivals ?
| Where are the converts after a little
g time has pagxd? All Paul did when
' he knew the@ was much people in
| that city wa/just to 2o and speak the
gospel and Pt be afraid. I, for one,
| mean to k#p to the old-fashioned way.
— SpurgeR.

B e A v ———

,Sabbath-breaking.

Ty« 18 the great
emlCes 80 many sins. It is complex
in # character. * Like a rope, it is
twhed from many threads, and is very
r8ly single ; but oue grows out of
,(otllcr, and yet all adhere clos'cly to
|dch other, and seem 1o constitute but
Jne line of sin, Sugeestion, desire,
and purpose, are the threads in their
order, and execution twists them, and
they become a strong  cord, which,
with perseverance in it, completes the
It involves the violation

sin, beeause it

leurth Commandment. [t even

persenality,
wisdom and
It is a usurper—it

ose their positions. It is a phief—it

stéals thé Lord's sacred hours, which
are consecrated to hely use.
rieter—it disturbs
and gu

defiler—ii destroys the sacredmess and

At s
the peace, order,
ulte of the cemmunity. Iy 8 &

olemnity of God’s holy day. It is an




