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himself over this, that te such a person ‘
there should ever apparently be stilll
grounds and justifications cr excuses
enouch for his not believing, with
which he conceals from_ himself the
deepest ground of his not hrliesing and
also of his unwillingress to believe
Faith is an act of frecdom just because
it is a moral act. It is not however an
act of option dnd "ol urhitrurim';sa, but
an inwardly grounded act; for 1t rests
upon the inner conviction of ouf moral
being of the truth and reality of that |
which we believe.

Now love and hope are included in |
this faith and determined by it. For |
the appropriation of faith is not with-
out the devotion of love. Every in-
ward appropristion supposes devotion
to that which I, beliering or upprehen-
ding appropriaté to mysell. Every
true perception demund: a loving ab-
sorption in the object perceived. 1
cannot fully believe in love and cannot
reciprocate th= love of another believing
in me, if there is not in me also
an inner surrender to love. So
religious faith is also not without
love. It is the present life of religion.
And this life of the present is not with-
out the certainty of the future in hope.
For God is a God of the future, and I
cannot rejoice in preseat communion
with God, without being also joyfully
certain of it in the fature. Love and
hope join with faith in giving unity to
the religious life.

et A -

For the Christian Messenger.
University Consolidation.

H T .Mi‘or’—

It is a sigoificant fact that the ma-
jority of the mest learned, experienced,
and devout members of our denomina-
tion, are in favor of maintaining Acadia
College as a Baptist institution, sur-
rendering none of its prerogatives on
account of possible academic advan-
tages. These who cry against this
policy, stigmatizing it as cowardly and
bigoted, entirely mistake the true in-
wardness of the case. The friends of
Consolidation see visiors and dream
dreams. They would have a college of
world-wide respectability, or celebrity.
All honor to their educational fervor!
Such an institution is desirable. We
would thank God for it, providing God
were in it. But would thi's be the
case? Would religions influences be
potent in a Consolidated, or State
University, where the students would
hold diverse opinions, where controver-
sial fervor would ofi¢a diminish religious
fervor, and where the instructors would
be selected for their culture and ability
as teachers, irrespective ot Christian |
character? Expericnce and reason
retarn no doubiful answer; and it is
not sufficient ior the friends of Con- |
solidation to say that in this hetero-
geneous company the religious in-
fluences ought to be just as great, and
that young men ought to have moral
fortitude sufficient to withstand the
temptations about them, «tc., ete. Many |
things ought to be which aré not; we |
maust deal with actualities, not idealities. |
The part of a young man’s life which |
is spent in college is the formative |
period. The aimosphere whick Le
breathes then poisons or purifies his |
life. It is not enough for him to inbale |
erudite odors only. If his spiritual |
nature is neglected, deformity will |
result ; and his intellectual strength |
will be expended solely for self and the |
world, and will thus prove a bane in- |
stead of a bles-ing. |

One faet, upon which our people
ever reflect with gratitude and rejoicing,
is, that Acadia College has been won-
derfully blessed of God. Souls have |
been born there. Again and again glad
tidings have been sent home to fathers |
and mothers who were piaying for |
absent sons. Very few pass through
the course without deep religious im-
pressions ; and comparatively few are
gradvated without baving fournd the !
pear] of great price. It is with these
momentous facts in mind that many
friends of Acadia-are at this time
employing tongue and pen in arguing
for her continued existence.

Bot if Acadia is to survive in
strength, there must be hard fighting
and rigid self sacrifice on the part of
her friends The secular element of
the provinee, strengthened by many
earnest and learned men, is loudly
clamoring for  a State University. In
this gzealous and, no doubt, e nscien-
tious company, are some of the warmest
friends ot our eolleze. i this pew
attempt fails, the warmth of their
friendship for Acadia will probably be |
diminished, Conseque ntly beavier
burdens will press upon others.

To kerp Acadia where ir is, will
require extraordinary effort. We bave |

' through Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,

| shrivel into insignificance.

' ful, but the thought of mere existence

efficient, even some distinguished, in-
structors. But we lack money. * More |
money !” is the cry from every depart- ]
ment. Money is needed for c-urrem|
expenses — to keep the machinery |
moving. But this is not all.  Great |
things should be attempted at this |
juncture. Acadia not only should be
placed upon a firm foundation, but also
shou!d be raized so high in‘eflicicncy as
to comm#nd the respect of w1l colleges
everywhere. — Money ean—do - this.
Where is the woney?  Scattered

and Prince Edward Dbland. The |
amount of wealth u-mn-glhc Buptism is
not small,  ‘They are not a poor people.
A general movement, so far-reaching
as to include all, so deep-reachiug as
to touch the poor man’s dollar and the
rich man’s twenty-five thousard dollars,
--a movement Yrorn of enthus astic
devotion to Acadia, and of religious
zeal,—such a movement would accom-
plish the great end, so exceedingly
desirable, of building up a distinguished
Baptist college in these” maritime
provinces.

The Dalhousie Bursaries and Exhi-
bitions are drawing some of the best
talent of this province thither. Clever
poor young men see there a chance to
obtain, by scholarly excellence, money
for an education. Who can blame
them for seizing such an opportunity,
even though they might prefer some
other college ? = Necessity silences the
voice of preference.

How can'Acadia be protected from
loss through this influence? Greek

ments should be held to prescribed
courses of study,~—that is, as they
should do substantially what i3 now
required of them' in our colleges.  In
the light of these iacts, we see that the
efficiency of a eollege ought not to be
mensured by the number . prolessors oo
it roll, but by the vigor and thorongh.

ness that shall charscterize it .iln a'

limited number of departments, Our
yotirg men will contivue to go abroad
for *special” studies. Under the in
fluences that preval in the old and

wn.nlihy geatg of learnine in other lands. |

they will find facilitics that cannot be
provided for them at home. To advise
the founding of a University. now, that
shall give our young men all that they
may need in whatever department ol
study, is to talk at random Qur col-
leges are able to meet the reasonadle
demands of the present time. When
the population of the eountry shall
have largely increased, with a corres-
ponding increase in wealth, and thus a
larger number of the youth of the land
shall desire opportunities for advanced
special studies, there will arise out of
the existing state of things, by a process

of normal and healthful du'.-(elopment,[

such an organization of educational
forces as will satisfy the demand of that
time. It is right for us to encourage
ourselves by auch a prospect ; but our
chief doty 18 more immediately con-
nected with the present. The natural
line of advancement for us is to make
the colleges we now have more efficient.
We shall thereby best prepare the few,
whe may desire to pursue specialstudies

must meet Greek. Oar. college must |70 enter on advanced work, and, at"the

have attractions equally potent. Prize
scholarships, open for competition to
indigent students, ought to be estab-
lished. These would be incentives to
industry, and am encouragement of
ability. A few more prizes would do
no harm. Other things being equal,
talerted young men prefer to rum in
the race at the end of which there’is a
erown for the victor. Acadia College
is justly proud of its youngest professor.
Prize scholarships gave him five years
of study in the distinguished schools of
FEurope. There are other young men
of eminent abilities. The college which
graduates them gains prestige thereby.
All their after success reflects honor’
upon their Alma Mater. Therefore it
is of great importance that a college
secure as many such students as possi-
ble. Who among the Baptists are
ready to emulate George Munro’s
generocity 7 Acadia needs such friends,
and she needs them now ; and if they
do net come to the front, there 18 im-
mioent danger that our college will

May God avert such a calamity!
The-thought of non-existence is pain-

is insufferable.
GrAaEME GREY.
July 1st, 1881.
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For the Christian Messenger.
Noteg on the College Question.

Mz. EpiTOR,—

In further considering the advantages
that are supposed to arise from bringing
students together in large numbers, we
may notice that it is claimed that in
such a condition the student has the
privilege of choosing his own studies.
It will be impossible to reach a unani-
mous judgment in regard to the value
of this supposed advantage. To some |
men it seems absurd that one who
wishes to make himsell proficient in
science should be obliged to study

' language, or that one wishing to be- |

come versed in French, should be |
obliged to study Latin, or that one de- |
siring to make himself a linguist, shoold !
be required to spend time in the stody |
of mathematics. To another it seems |
most reasonable that one desiring to |
pursue any
thoroughly, sho sld be prepared for it by |

the study of the general principles of the | Fredericton might well be attashed to | or lorchepd of the child,’ some were
such institutions, and contribute libe- | unwilling' to have dipping excluded, so
It is, moreover, | that the vote came (0 an equality with-
in one, for the one side there being

others. Teachers divide themselves |
into two classes on this quesiion, and |
neither class succerds in convincing the |
other. But experience s¢ems to have
shown that, in the earlier stages of an |
advanced education, it is betier for the
student to follow a prescribed course.
Indeed, it is probable that the proper
time for most of our students 10 begin
their “ special ” stodies is when they
gradovate from college.

A university is olten conceived of as |
a place where everything is studied.
Mr. Cornell seems to have had this idea |
when he said, that he would lound an
institution where any one. might study
what be wished, Evidently our Prov- |
ince is not able to ~apport such an in-
stitution. The income from hall a
million dellars would be needed for it; |
and if it exisied, it could be useful only |

the same time, accommodate ourselves
to the wants of the larger number who
are seeking a general education as a
preparation for the various occupations
of life.

It was observed that the magnitude
of what is called a great university may
be produced either by gathering a large
number of students into one depart-
ment, or by multiplying departments.
It will be proper to examine a little
what a “great university "’ is, when the
term is taken in the latter signification.
All are impress-d by magnitude in the
objects of ‘mature, especially if it is
obtrusive and compels attention. The
most casval observer is deeply moved
in View of the mighty current of water
that is constantly pouring over the
Falls of Niagara into the chasm below.
Only a mind, that bas been trained to
contemplate the action of forces less
obtrusive, can be similarly affected by
the thought of the vast volume of water
that is continually, though silently, ris.
ing from the gardens, fields and forests
all around us. We admit that the great
university, as the.term is now used, is
an object of interest to the undiscerning
multitude. Buot let us see what it is.
Some objects can be more correetly

! measured and estimated if they are re-

moved from us a littlé distance. There
is in the capital of New Brunswick a
state university, having at the present
time only an Arts department. Let us
suppose that “Maritime union” has been
effected, and the consolidation of all our
colleges and prolessional schools has
been made there. The Medical College
o! Halifax has been suspended to per-
mit all to unite in the Medical depart-
ment of the great university at Freder-
icton. The dem«nd for a Law schocl
has been met by the creation of a de-
partment of Law in the same university.
Halifax surrenders its Technological
school to add to the attractions of the
great educational centre. An Agricul-
tural department i=, also, opened there,
in which young men may learn how to
manage farms snccessfully by perform-
ing experiments in a chemical labora-
tory. Various other schools are de-
veloped, and it becomes cvident o all
that there is & great university in the
land. It is, also, equally evident that
all this will add very much to the im-

one of these subjects | portance of the city within which such | minister shal

a university is loeated. The people of

rally for their support.
quite probable that our legislators, as
they should turn over the thick pamph-
lets, which they would fisd on their
desks, and read the details concerning
these numerous deparimentsand sehools,
would be ready to say: At last we
have a great university, well worth the

' thirty or forty thousand dollars which
. we annually vote for its maintenance.

course of the university,
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night divert them from their ‘proper
' duties. There is the same difficulty in
| understanding how a Law echool is to
- be more efficient, because it is in the
same loeality with various other schoals,
or why the Medieal College must neces-
sarily be improved by its removal from
Halilax to Fredericton, in order to
muake it a part ol a state university, It
success in either place must depend on
the ability and energy of its professors,
As an_independent college under its
own. Board of management, 1t is a8
likely to have competent and devoted
ingrroctors, as if it were made a pur of
A state university and therefore, subject
to the effeets of fhe various motises
that will always influence state offiinls
in making appointments. The ability
of a certain nomber of gentlemen to
manage an Arts College successtully
would -not make it certain that they
would be especially qualified to direct
a Law or a Medical College. Either
each of the different departments of a
a composite university will be controlled
praciically by its own directors, and
thus the union between the parts will be
chiefly in name,or some departments will
be Ceveloped to the neglect of others.
Experience has shown that it is as easy
to delude the public by the imposing
appearances of a great university as
by the pretensions of a small one. A
congregation of schools under the name
of a university may be only a condensa-
tion of inefficiency. In the case which
we have supposed, all the interest in
higher education being concentrated at
one place, and acting under the direc-
tion of a single Board that must have
considergble fixedness of membership
and the members of which must neces-
sarily reside near each other, there
being no competition in the higher
grades of education, since the creation
of independent colleges would be by
the hypothesis a retrogression, it is
reasonable to conclude that in a short
time a blighting uniformity and monot-
ony in respect to university education
would settle upon the country, and the
state of the people be them worse than
it is at present. Having shown that,
in the existing conditions of the ques-
tion, we are acting wisely in opposing
the creation of a * great university,”
I desire}} in a subsequent article, to
present some thoughts on the charge
that, in advocating denominational

colleges, and at the same time uphold- | yyent of the Association.

ing the public-school system, we are
contradicting ourselves. |
Yours truly,

A. W. SAWYER.
July Tth, 1881.
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For the Christian Messenger.
Dr. Lightfoot and the Baptists.

 S— v

About three weeks ago I received a
copy of the Sydney Herald, a news-
paper containing a letter on Baptist
History, the writer of which, however
learned he may be, has yet to learn the
first elements of christian courtesy. His
name is * McMillan.” -

In 1790 the Rev. Robert Robinson,
of Cambridge, published his * History
of Baptism” in a handsome quarto vol-
ome, which quickly became popular.
At p. 450 he gives this account of the
proceedings of the assembly of divines .
“ In the liturgy of the English Church
' at Frankfort, King Edward’s service
book was used, and baptism was ad-
ministered by trine immersion. In the
Scotech Chureh at Geneva the minister
was directed to take water in his hand
and lay it upon the child's forehead.
The same book calls this pouring. An
hurdred years after, in the assembly of

to be excluded and
When

'ca'used dipping
| sprinkling declared sofficient.

| the assembly came to the vote whether (o s
' the directory should run thus: ‘ The | Pk"""““,‘ to renew past friendshipe and
: | take water and sprinkle | recall incidents of former years, and

it T v 50 yo e

tism and that the vott for immersion
was carried by a majority of one; while
others affirm that the vote established
the exclusion of dipping and the com.
pulsion of sprinkling. Dut it was not
so det>rmined tili there had been a long
and angry debate, for many of the
members of the nssembly were in favor
of immersion 3 but Dr. Lightfoot’s au.
thority prevailed, although it is very
doubtful whether we have a true ac.
count of the matter,

There was a violent foud in the 17th
century between the Preshyterians and
the Baptists, the former pleaded for re.
straint, the lattér demanded toleration:
Dr. Lightfoot preached a séfmon before
the Houseof Commons, Aug 26, 1645,
in which he said *¢ That though he
would not go about to determine whether
conscience might be bound or not, yet
certainly the devil in the conscience
might be, yea, must be, bound by the
civil magistrate,”” (see Robinson, p,
451). He and his lellow-Presbyterians
embodied their views in practice, and
took pleasure in committing Baptist
ministers to gaol. Hansard Knollys
and several other Baptist ministers were
so dealt with in 1645. Was this “bind.
ing the devil in the conscience by the
civil magistrate ?” J. M. O

The Christian _mza#mgn

Halifax, N. 8., July 13, 1881,

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Following up in order our associa-
tional gatherings, we proceeded towards
the rising sun on Saturday, the 2od
Inst. to Pictou by Intercolonial Rail-
way, and found the well-appointed
steamship St. Lawrence there in waiting,
We got qo board and were very
comfortably ferried over to Char:

lottetown in about 5 hours, and there

received a hearty welcome from
Brethren Desbrisay and Davies,

It being too late to reach the Asso-
ciation, we remained in the city till
Menday, and enjoyed the opportunity
of joining in worship and Sabbath
School with the church for the first
time in their elegant and comfortable
new edifice. Rev. E. M. Saunders
preached by request and appoint-
The arra
ments for the Sabbath School are com-
plete. The large room used for the

rooms require only the lifting up of the
sashes, and bg that means they all
form into one

the greatest ease. The teaching and
singing, like the rooms are intelligently
directed, and well adapted to grow and
flourish.

Leaving by the Island Railway at
6.30, a.m., on ‘Monday we were soon
carried over 30 or 40 miles of beaatiful
cultivated coantry, many parts of which
bore striking resemblance to some of
the parks of England, with the bright
green of the Emerald Isle, The cattle
and horses are in general soperior to
any, but those seen in the best parts
of Nova Scotia.

AT BEDEQUE.

After three quarters of an hour’s
drive we arrived at the Chuarch where
17 years ago we attended a similar
gathering—but then a session of the
N. 8. Eastern Association. Three

Island were formed into" & separate

- annual gathering of the body.
divines, Dra» Lighlfoot was the man who | Thany then present have gone the '._’

Association. This was the tourteenth
How

; of all the earth and do rest from their
' labors! Some are still with us, but too

| feeble to meet there again. It was

| or pour it with his hand upon the face | Mor® s0 to see that the brethren re-

- maining are fully of life and vigor, i
| carrying on the work so well began by

| those of a past generation.
. We found the following brethres

| twenty-four, and for the other tweny. | filling the offices ;:—

five,

Next day the #flair was resumed, |
when the Doctor insisted on hearing the |
reasonis of those who were for dipping. |
At length it was proposed that it thould |

Moderator — Bro. George MeNeill.
Secretary - R-v. C. C. Burgess.
Assts. rec.~Bro. J. B. Leard.

The letters were read by Rev, D. G.

be expressed thus: * That pouring on  McDonald ; N. A. Stewart; and J. C.
of water, or sprivkling in the adminis- | Archibald.

tration of baptism is lawful and suffi- |

But, notwithstanding all  this, one | cient’
may be pardoned for askiug, how this
aggregation of schools in one place is
going to help the stud-ris in the Arts
It is 1o be
assumed that, in the present condition
. of things, these studens are doing all

they can; in the condition that has 8o accordmgly.”

been supposed, they could do no more. |

Indeed, it is quite probable that the action. Some sa
commodivus building:, large classes, as the students in the lower depart- ' presence of these other depuriments assembly rela

to the mode of bap-

The reiurns of amounts contributed

Lightfoot excepted against the | to the Convention Fuud had made 8
word lawtul, it being the same as if it | nearer approach to the smount named |
should be determined 10 be lawful to | —an average of one dollar per number,
ose bread and wine in the Lord’s Sap- | than-any of the Associaions within s
per ; and be mowed that it might be | boundaries have yeu done,

expressed thus: * It is not only lawlful
but also sofficient ;" and it was put down | afterncon in discussing the qneltiﬂ

Some time was expendesd on Satardsy

whether the sums contributed by the

There are two reports of this trans- W. M. A. Societies should be am
the division in the mated with the amounts sent by |
' Churches, and go to form part of the

assembling of the whole school is
' separated by glass sashes from three or
four class rooms at the sides. These

rge lcture room with |

years after that, the Churches on the
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