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revelation would not be the truth if it
did not s'and in opposition thereto.
The principal corruption however in us
is pride, pride also of thought. pooso-
quently this paradoxicalness in the
revelation, namely, God's humbling
himself and the demand for our humility,

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

ﬂm

Wesleyans in 1871 and 1881.

It is only natural that the reports ol
the Methodist (Ecumenical Couneil
‘should interest the religious public
in matters pertaining to Methodism
There has been @& suspirion of late

is a stumbling-stone to us. “Itis the
sublime paradox of Christianity, which
it delights in, that it reseals the highest
truth, the ab-olute, in the simplest
form, and at the same time €0 veils

years that the Wesleyan section of
the community, though richer than ever,
is less successtul -in’its work.  Such,
however, is not the case. We give the
statistics for 1871 and 1881 that oar

them. that the su-ceptible heart can
enfer their sanctuary only through the
deepest abasement and humiliation,

while the insensible, the zelf-sufficient |

and the proud are provoked to opposi-
tion and emnity against them.” This
opposition is thus argument, not against,
but for revelation. If it were a evela-
tion which conditioned everything oo
our own work and merit, then it would
please us, for it would nourish and
flatter our pride ; but in that case It
would not be true. But because it
makes everything depend on the con-
descension and grace of God, it s
displeasing to us, for it humbles us; but
on this account it"is true. ‘‘All these
contradictions which seemingly tend to
remove me farthes: from the knowledge
of religion, have drawn me most 10 iy,
says Pascidl. Hence in spite of this
contradiction religion has kept its
ground : * The one science which 1s
opposed to the general reason and
pature of man, is that which bas endured
to all times.”

Our very disinclination to yield to it
is evidence for it. * Reconnaissez done,
la verité¢ de la religion dans Vob-curité
meme de la religion, dans l'indificrence
que nous avons de la connaitre.”
« Observe thus, the truth of. religion in
the very obscurity of religion. in our
indifference in learning about it.’ Pas-
cal asserts further, that if the Jews at
the time of Jesus had agreed with him,
this would have made him (Pascal)
suspicious ; for it would be a suspicious
testimony ; the very lack of faith in
Jésus on the part of the Jews should
be a ground of faith with wvs. In
short, the opposition of revelation to
reason, especially to the reason of sel-
fishness and pride, the necessity of
objuring this reason, is only #n argument
for revelaton. * Il n'y a rien de si
conforme & la raison que ce désaveu de
la raison.” ‘¢ There is nothing which
so conforms to reasom as the denial of
reason” *“ We must know how to
doubt where it is necessary, how to as-
gert where it is necessary, how to submit
where it is necessary.”

But behind this reason of pride and
selfishness stands the hidden truth of
reason. That is the innermst feeling
and certainty that we are for God and
to him ; and the decpest, truest, moral
consciousness that we are sinners and
stand in need of pardon. With this
In this sense
it beeomes true that revelation is not
simply above reasou and against it, but
also for it. Reason begins the great
process of quwtmning. revelation con-
tinues it, and at tke same time brings
the answer. * Reason is 2 human
preface to the divin+ revelation.”
Otherwise it sometimes happens, that
the pre face promises more than the book
itself performs. But revelation . per-

reason,r- velation agrees.

forms what the preface of reason an- |

nounces,

If revelation is for reason, 80 reason |
18 the organ lor llh" krmwlw!gh of rev-
elation. * And indeed reason is skilful

enough and directly syited to learn ol
revelation:  As the sun imprisoned eye
stands re'ated to the lLight ot the sun, 8o
does reason to the light of the divine
revelation. But we must open the eye
in order to behold the light of the sun,
we must take the right position belore
the sun, in order rightly to discern it
So we must also open our reason and
take the right position beliore revelation,
in order that our reason may hereby be
enlightened.  And we must be willing
to be thus enlightened. It olten hap-
pens that we do not sce what stands
before our eyes or hear what strikes
our ear, because we do not pay attention
or surrender ourselves to the matter.
80 also we shall not become acquainted
with revelation if we do vot yield to its
teaching. This surrender to knowledge
is love. All knowledge is a loving
submersion. Love only understands the
truth. Love is not blind, as the saying
is, but rightly sees. sees in truth alove,
namely, the being of things and the in-
nermost truth.
perceive— especially God and his rev-

elation; as Pascal 0 beautifully says: i he stated that 128 had been added to
 Human things we mu-t know in order | the church, 88 by baptism ; besides
to love them, divine things we must | three who had been restored, twelve
Who- | who were not walking with the church
ever goes the way of love will perceive | five years ago were now in their places;
that revelation is highly conlormable to | almost unbroken unity and
reason, that it is the highest reason, the | been enjoyed, and there had been an

love in order to koow them.”

sruth of our reason.

~ 1871. 1881,
| Cloomlte. & .. 5000 ie0ill 619 723
| R T T AN S 347,000 380,956
L e R 1,458 1,781
Sunday-schools........... 5,041 6,426
Sunday-scholars. . .. ...638,606 810,280
Teachers and officers. .106, 509 121,493

With the heart we | $7,593.25.

readers may see for themselves the
| progress mude by Wesleyans during
' the lust ten years in Great Britian :—

In mission work abroad Weseleyans
have equal reason for thank(ulness. In
1871 there were 234 stations; the
pumber now is 542. In Asia and
Africa the numter of mission stations
has more than doubl:d. Some of our
readers will have been curious about
the returns of * local preachers.” The
authorities give no information. We
are surprised at this. * Local preach-
ing” was a streng point in the Wesleyan
system, and it has helped greatly in
supplying villages and small places with
the ministrations of the Gospel. We
hope the development of the “ ordained”
ministry has not depressed and dimin-
ished the ravks of unpaid preachers.
In the absence of authentic returns all
that we can do is to hope. Be this as
it may, the comparison of 1881 with
1871 should encourage Wesleyans.
We share their joy, and wish for them
an increase of spiritual power, and
much peace and prosperity.— Freeman.

—— W

For the Christian Messenger,
Words full of encouragement.

Rev. De. BiLy writes : —Dear Bro,
Selden,—1 sincerely thack you for all
the kind words you have said about my
History. Will you kindly give space
in the MESSENGER for a few utterances
from the pen of Rev. Dr. Crawley,
which have made my heart very glad.

In a letter just received from him
he says:

“1 hope dear Dr. Bill, the public
will uot be slow to buy your book. It
is plain they ought not to be thus slow.
It is a capital collection and repository
of important facts, which, but tor your
toilsome labor, would scon have died
out of everybody's remembrance ; and
yet how much of what you have thus
gathered, and made so readable, is ab-
solutely essential to any satislactory
account of our Baptist History in these
Maritime Provinces. 1 for one thank
you heartily, and especially for your
kind mention of myself, a very unworthy
laborer with such -men as Maaning,
Harding, Burton, Dimock and many
others, whose names you have made
perpetual, so long as your book shall
last :—and longer—for doubtless the
material thus ecollected, . will often,
| during mauny years to come, be trans-
ferred 10 other pages; and thus be-
come incorporated with the incidents ol
a future far beyond our power of com-
putation,

Yours very truly and kindly,
E A. CrawLey.”
Wolfville, Sept. 29, 1881,
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: For the Christian Messenger.
| From Hebron, Yarmouth County.

Mr. Editor,—

It has seemed to me that the follow-
ing figures from the sermon of our
| pastor Rev. A. Cohoon, preached Oect
| 2nd, the fifth anniversary of his settle-
' ment with us might be interesting and
| encouraging to many of your readers :

Iu noticiog the reason we had for
| thanking God for the financial prosper-
ity of the church he stated that, not-
| withstanding the “ hard times” during
| the five years now ended, the salary
'and current expenses had been fully
| met,amounting to $4.350; about $1,800
' had been raised for repairing and paint-
| ing the meeting hou-¢, and finishing and
| furnishing the vestry, and $1,188.25
 for the work of the denomination.

The Sunday Scheol that bad in-
| creased during the five years from 132
' scholars to 214, had also raised $255
| for its ewn work, amounting in all so0

. As indications of spiritual prosperity,

peace bad

senevolence. In 1876 the contributions

.valuable paper you will oblige,

to glenominational work amounted to.
abdt $100, this year they amounted
to $423. ' . o

By giving the above a place in your

A CaurcH MEMBER.
Hebron, Oct. Tth,

The Christian Messenger,

Ilalh'!. N. S_.. M.‘; ll. 1881.

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY. |
The ancient Bereans are often held
up as the Iprmern for those who hear
the gospel, shewing that an honest
examination of the Seriptures and com
parison of them with the preached
word, will result in a reception of the
truth as it is in Jesus. They were not
dsposed to take up the evil report
against the Apostles raised by the Jews
at ‘'he-salonica, but ucted the * more
noble” part of giving a fair hearing,
and making a diligent earnest exami-
nation of the historieal and prophetic
writings, so as to come to an intelligent
judgment respecting its claims to be
the genuine divine revelation.

‘The preached gospel is now entitled
to ths same * noble” course of exami-
pation. Unfortunately there are still
many more Thessalonian than Berean
hearers in the world. We have been
led to these remarks by the statement
made respecting the Berean women
who appear to have been the first—
before the men—to follow out their
convictions in that eity. It would ap-
pear furtber that the leading ladies in
fashionable life at Berea who heard the
Apostles preaching, became convinced
of the truth, and made it konown that
they believed. Beeause of this candid
enquiry and profession, Luke states
in Acws xvii. 12—according to the New
Version—* many of them thercfore
believed ; alsu of the Greek women of
honorable estate, and of men, not a
tew.” It is not an uncommen circum-
stance now-a-days that women receive
the gospet more readily than men. It
may not be at first assented to that be-
cause of this fact women are in general
more honorable than men, and yet we
think that the page of history would go
far to establish that fact. They have often
been the protectors and conservators of
gospel trath and light, when men have
been the persecutors and haters of
Christ and his cause. The case of
Pilate and his anxious wife at the out-
set of the christian dispensation may
be a strong case in point. There i8 no
doubt that women have special reasons
for setting a high value on the gospel.
They have the molding of the minds of
the young,more than men.and of building
up the family into a loving, well ordered
household. The want of christian
character in woman is a fundamental
deficiency in the elements of her power.
The absence of piety is woman's de-
gradation. The prevalence of Chris-
tianity has raised woman to her true
position in the world, and in the antici-
pation of the brighter joys of the
bigher condition which we hope to
attain in a futore state, It is not
enough that women should be the
silent recepients of gospel truih, but
searching for themselves and proving
their claim to its blessings they should
make a conlession of their convietions.
In this is their nobility and their safety.
Any compromise with the world is
dangerous, and deprives her of the
power she needs in her condition of
greater physical weakness. Christian
women are often the living episties of
Christ sent to bring men to a proper
appreciation of His teachings, und not
seldom to be the means of their salva-
tion,

T L. -

There seems to be some mystery
thrown around Rev. W. P. Everett's
leaving St.John. Since our last we have
seen the reports of his farewell meeting
in the other papers of that city. The
addresses of all present, including the
chairman, indicated that the separation
in contemplation was one of a general
character without limitations. Mr.
Hopper is reported to have said ** he
had found in no one such kindly sym
pathy and helpful assistance. He should
feel that he had lost a brother and a
friend beloved.” Mr. Everewt is re-
ported in the News to bave himsell said,
“ | feel now that unless these brethren
do put their shoulders to the burthen
in this denominational work, that the
Baptist enterprize here will wane, and
that the day is not far distant when
¢ Ichabod " shall be written on our
walls. And somy brethren 1 hope my
going away, if 1 shall succeed in draw-
ing attention to this work, shall be an
advantage. | have always been a

encouraging ineresse in the spirit of

packhorse, but 1 have always found

in every other place, bus this, other

packhorses besides myself. I

brethren you will take heed to th
“Mr. Es. mgemd a profound
impression on L8 au ence and_-’-_‘:m:x
a'Bob was heard 8s he ceased and to
bh.m" 8 o,
And yet the Visitor after announting
that ** Brother Everett left on Thurs-
day evening by train for Boston, and
thence goes to Albany and Rochester,”
says * He expects to be absent about a
month. We shall be glad to welcome
him back. and trust that many years
more of useful service remain for him
in his pative Province.”

We do not yet perceive why our
brother’s leaving should be made so
much of an enigma.especially alter bis
hasing occupicd 8o prominent a position
in our denominational affairs. We
must wait for the solation.

-

HALIFAX INFANT’S HOME.

D s

We have been requested to give the
following address to Christian Ministers
a place in our columns :—
Dear Sir,—The 20th of this month is |
to be observed as a Day of Thanksgiving
throdghout this country, Thousands will
assemble in their Churches to praise
God for His goodness. All should come
with thank offerings. We earnestly re.
quest that you will bring before your
people the claim of the most helpless of
God's creatures, poor, friendless, forlorn
infants, for whom we try to provide in
the Halifax Infants’ Home. Since this
[nstitution was opened, 340 babes have
been cared for. Qverseventy (70) have
been adopted into families, where they
will be brought up in such a way as to
have the prospect of lives of virtue and
usefulness. Infant life has been saved,
erime has been checked, morality has
been promoted ; the command of Christ
and his example have been followed in
ministering to the “little ones"” to the
extent of our power. You and your
congregation will surely afford us sym-
pathy and help. Last year about fifty
Churches generously responded to our
appeal. Their gifts were of the greatest
value to us in our efforts to help poor
suffering infancy. We are most grateful
for past help, and we confidently hoge
that the response this year will not be
less bountiful than heretotore. The
accompanying Report will furnish facts
about the Home,
Contributions may be sent to
Miss A. NORDBECK,
Studley, Halifax.
Mgzs. E. M. SauNDERS,
Carlton Street, Halifax.

Should there be no collection for us
on Thanksgiving Day, you would confer
a very great favor on us by placing the
claims of the Infant’s Home before any
benevolent persons in your locality; or
before the Sunday School, the Prayer
Meeting, or anybenevolent society.

The above touching appeal from the
ladies who are caring for helpless in-
fancy will, we are assured, bear {ruit.
Hitherto these anoual calls for belp in
this good work have evoked a generous
response {rom the country. We bhave
observed that the publishing of the
yearly circular has been followed by a
long list of acknowledgements from be-
nevolent persons and also from churches.
Thus another call will not be in vaio.
Helpless, suflering infancy, appeals to
the heart of man the world over. This
call, supported by the statistics, em-
bodied in it, will, we feel persuaded, stir
aguin the hearts of those who have
already given ; and will move others to
give for the first time to this humane
and christian work.
child, in the agonies of parching thirst
sent up its piteous ery in the lonely
wilderness, ** God heard the lad "' and
the angel of the Lord provided water to
quench its burning thirst.  Surely there
wre many christian hearts that will be
touched bv this cry of helpless babes
sent out 1. the benevolent publie.

-

Rev. Dgr. Day bhaving preached
three  Sabbaths in the Yorkville
Church, Toronto, was to preach in
Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, on Sun-

day last, and is exﬁooted to return to
Yarmouth this week.

Dr.BroApus is announced to preach
in the same place en Sunday next.

Dg. CAsTLE in making the announce-
ment on the preceding Lord’s Day,
gave & very warm commendation of
both these ministers to the chureh of
which he (Dr. C.) had been the pastor,

The proposed Presbyterian Ladies
College is not yet located. 8t. Johm, N.
B., is now putting in a claim to have
it in that city. Truro, Pictou and New
Glasgow have each exprwe(ku wish to
have it. Halifax has not spoken for it,

In the mean time the Acadia Semi-
nary at Wollville is making good pro-

ress, and & large number of young
adies are receiving there, and at Aca-
dia College, the benefits of Higher
Education in all respects equal to the

When Hagars' |

OCTOBLI 12, 1881,

IMPORTANT NOTICE,

We beg respectfully to suggest to
those of our Subscribers from whom we
have not as yet heard this year, that we
are very anxious to hear from them,
Our necessities are great and pressing.
It would be esteemed a special favor if
they would send on without further
delay, as we are desirous of meeting the
obligations incurred 10 furnish them

with their weekly supply of Christian
literature. '

s i D &, WP - it

Mgr. W. H. RoBinsoN, the writer
of “ Notes on the early history of
Harvard,” in our last, is a graduate of
that University in its latest class, also
a graduate of Acadia College, and a
teacher for one year in Horton Aca.
demy at Wollville. We are informed ;
he exhibited special aptituade for the
acquisition of languages, and at Har-
vard devoted his attention almost ex.
clusively to the ancient Classics, He
obtained special mention in that depart-
ment, and received the degree of A. B.
cum laude. His present atiainments
adapt him speeially to ocoupy a Classi-
cal Teacher's Chair.

« ->ow > R SR

The Rev. A. W. NicroLsoN who
has just returned from London, where
he has been attending the great Meth-
odist Conference in the métropolis,
writes to the Weseleyan, his impressions
of Mr. Spurgeon and the Metropolitan
Tabernacle as follows : -

SPURGEON'S TABERNAOLE,

This one sight repays avisit to Lon-
don. The approaches tothe Tabernacle
are not unlike those to Beecher’s church.
The building has a front of large stone
pillars, outside of which are stone steps
reaching all the way across the entry.
Between these and the street is a high
iron fence, with large and small gates to
suit convenience. At 5.30 p, m. there
were only a score of persons at these
gates. At 6 the gates were opened and
a few minutes after, the doors of the
building. We were at the first gallery

sidefront of the preacher's stand. The
main floor is seated so that the side seats
incline toward the preacher. There are
two galleries sweeping all round the
church, the first of these affording the
best sitting-room in the building. With
our entry the great rush began., I have
already said 1t was a free entry for all
comers, and really it did seem as if all
London were striving to get in. The liv-
ing waves flowed in from every part of
the house, and surged in all directions
till no place of sitting.er standing room
remained. By this time the Tabernacle
seemed to have no other feature—
neither architecture, word or stone,—
except human beings. The place is
seated for 5000 It must have held
1500 or 2000 more that night. Dr. Pope
who joined us at the door, sat beside us
wondering all of us, and concluding
that such a sight we would never again
witness. The grand Spurgeon himself
was manifestiy greatly impressed by the
occasion. He knew these were all
strangers : felt the responsibifity, for he
was very humble and frequent{y asked
that he might be helped by prayer.

Spurgeon’s preaching? Well, it is
remarkuble chiefly for what it has not.
It is neither learned nor eloguent nor
philosophical, as the world has it. Yet,
considered in the light of the true aims
of preaching, it is all combined. A
thoroughly homely homily, answering
the purposes of & common congregation,
and giving a portion even to the most
thougtitful. d:) far any man of good
sens~ and piety could have oqualledfxim.
But there were peculiar flashes of the
“ John Plougbman" sort, terse, keen,
direct, strokes as from a sabre in a right
hand of excellent cunning. Toward the
close he indulged in a ran of most
extraordinary sarcasm. Meeting the
objections of skeptics he demanded why
they did pot try their own schemes
Christianity was considered so effete and
inefficient, and this he did with so much
wit and energy that the battle surely
was turned against the captious.
was more racy than a celebrated mis-
sionary speech at our own Yarmouth
Conlerence, when a certain genius, fol-
lowing one who related a wonderful
story of the Fiji Islands, called out t0
his imaginary iufidel, * Well, Why don't
you go out and mend matters, if they
are so bad 1"

Dismissed with the benediction, the
multitude began to disperse, We re:
sumed our seats to look upon that
 almost awful scene, Such an immense
woving mass of human beings! And !“05
astrange subdued hum of voices, risi
from floor aud galleries, that it ech
back from the roof. We became ocov
scious now for the first time that the
ventilation of this greas buildiog
sufficient to keep 10,000 persons cool
and comfortable, What & triumph of
genius in architecture |

. -

Lonvention Sermon,
been handed to us sooner, but we did
not receive & copy till last week, We

young men students.
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shall give it in our next.
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