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ficant anywhere, it is in Germany. |
For more than with other nations is |
it the case that the nature and history |
of our nation are so closely interwoven |
with religions interests and questions, |
that the relation of national progress to |
Christianity must be pointed out as the |
immw}-sme. lite-question -of our people |
and as determinative of their tuture, so
serious and pegnant with fateis the
strain —acd dishaczmony between *the
two. Not as it religion preseribed a
fixed [mh::u-d confession of faith. In-

deed the relizious (3i~;)i)-it3a‘)r| stands in
sharpest opposition to the revolutionary
spirit which in the experienced judg-

ment of Guizot, threatens the future of |
our whole society. For religion i
cludes neces-arily in it<elf the acknow-
ledgement of right, the revolationary |
spirit. on the other hand if {he un- |
dervalueing of right. But this 1s not a |
pelitical. but a moral “’PPO"i'.iO,"' Tu
purely political questions religion be- |
longs to no particular party, it 1s/|
neither monarchical nor republican, it}
favors neither absolution nor constitu- |
tionalism. For it is religion and not !
politics. Religion is the guardian of
the sacredness of right and of the eter-
nally divine order which constitute the
immovable foundation of our entire
earthly life aud social state : it is the
representative of eternal truths, eternal
moral laws and rules, by which also
the political understanding must be
guided and illumined, if it forms a po-
litical conviction and chooses a politi-
cal behaviour on the ground of just and
actual relations and necessities.

We manifestly stand at the begin-
ning. of a new period of civilization.
As the new period that was marked by
the invention of gun-powder and the
printing-press was distinguished . from
the middle ages. so much at last is this
new period of culture in which we have
a free press and stcam and electricity
distinguished from the preceding period.
The change exteuds not merely to the
particular provinces of the external
life, it is all-embracing, for it is a
change of the whole spirit of the age.
In this change God rules, whose spirit
goes through the history of nations and
times. And we must seek to acknow-
ledge and undérstand his government
in the progress of the times and in the
duties which he gives to different gen-
erations to perform. Moreover we
must not close our eyes to the dangers
which threaten to destroy the profitable
lessons of the past and to frustrate the
aecomplishment of the tasks of the fu-
ture. The danger of our time is up-
deniable, A sellen Bpirit ol . passion
and webeliel lurks behind the progress|
of \1he preseat. for the purpose of pounce
ing 2poo the furgre. . This spirit will
ot be avercome by external, violence,
but euly by spiritunl lerce, espeeially
by the highest spiritual foree, religion;
amd the progress of eivilization will not
he secured to the future as a blessing
tg mankind, through external prepara-
tioss but only through the inner spirit
which fills it, namely, the spirit of
religion. It is our duty to carry reli-
gion into the several life avocations of
the present time and to make it a con-
trolling and blessing power in the same.
Then once more shall the representa-
tives and promoters of culture know
and say amoug themselves that all the
progress of civilization and generally
all the development of the patural miad
carry death in themselves and are with-
out abiding value and real moral worth
when they are not counected with that
eternaljvirtue which spreads itsell over
all these mutations of this temporal life
as the heavens spread themselves over
the earth, and from which this life
must receive its inner vigor and its |
blessing. And so I repeat: the con-
nexion of the progress of modern cul-
ture with religion is the life-question of
the European npations and ol our nation
especially.

This then is the office and ' signifi-
cance of religion, that it is the soul of |
all the pursuits of the natural life. It |
has been thus at all times and so will |
it remaip. Other religions have indeed |
possessed a power over life, so that |
their decline was marked by a corres- |
ponding decline of life; but how muceh |
more does this power belong to|
Christianity,to which every understand- |
ing man, though he shares not the
christian faith and is not a believer in
revelation, will give the palm before
all other religions,

The Irish Presbyterian Assembly by a
vote of 206 against |85, has decided that
instrumental music shall not be allowed
in the churches, and the organs and
harmoniums that were pl in some
will have Lo be removed,

The employment of deaf mutes in the
Post-office began last week, when two
of them entered on their duties as assis-
tant paper sorters in the Bavings Bank.
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| sionary Board and Brother and Sister | not what they shonld be, that itwnay]

' too long a time. The great Foreign Mis-

e 1 i ) ay make it more | . .
 dence iu this country may tn ke i | much larger assortment of .apparatns 13

| larger measure of generosity and cen-

- professors and teachers who, all through

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

For the Christian Messenger. E

Dear Editor,— }
Jt is now publicly and painfully
known that between our Foreign MiS-

Armstrong sericus differenees and diffi- |
cunlties have existed for a long time—for

sionary enterprise has suffered and «till
suffers on accountof it. ATl should heart-
ily desire and labour for the re-appoiut-
men: of the Armstrongs. Let the past |
teach us. The body suffers now irom
the huge mistake it made in not cairy-
ing out its engagement, entered into |
with brother Boggs at Wolrille.

The Convention said to tha' Brother |
—+ Hoping that another year’s resi-|

spparent that the views and convictions |
of Brother Boggs are correct ”—i. e. |
that his health was sufficient, and that |
it was his duty to return— [

“ Therefore Resolved, That this Con- |
vention recommend that Brother and
Sister Boggs remain in this country
another year; and that the Foreign
Missionary Board be recommended to
make arrangements to secure for the
coming year, the services of Bre. Boggs

in connexion with the Home work of
Foreign Missions.”

Brother Boggs laboured the year.
His health and convictions of duty were
confirmed. The Convention met at
Fredericlon, but did not carry out.their
agreement with our brother. God raw
it. He did not smile upon it. Trouble
began. Confusion has followed. I hold
this up as a painfully instructive lesson
for us at’this time. Shall we persist in
training missionaries and parting from
them,and compelling them to go to other
societies to find employment 7 Brother
D.Freeman voices sixty milesof country
and says, it will be another calamity
“NoT” to send the Armstrongs back
to India.

Is there not faith enough in the body
to triumph in this dark hour? Must
we send away two more excellent ser-
vants of God? Must divided opinions,
alienated and embittered feelings pre-
vail? Can we afford to reduce our
strength by turning our backs on this
Brother and Sister? If we do, what
will our future be 7 As a bumble mem-
ber of the body, 1 cleared myself both
at Wolfville and also at Fredericton of
the respousibility ef not sending Brother
and Sister Boggs back to India. |
cannot do less in the present case. 1
trust our brother and sister will not
hinder themselves from retursing to
the East in connexion with their
brethren of these Provinces. It is, I
am sprvf the “anxious prayer, ofz' m"bnly{
that God 'will save us (rgm‘ar‘) b%
calamity of this kind. : ';‘tié y}ﬁ &:M
Lord, is, no doubt,”squght ll?y ’maj)’y,;
anxious hearfs. " Great _yi'?gé}“ Bﬂ'
forbearance and wisdom ’u’g‘ required— |
thé mdderation, forbearance apd wis,
dom which’ God gives liberally to all
who ask thém of Him. T shrink from
the speech of the world, and from the
consequences among ourselves, if these
returned servants of God are not sent
back with a blessing and our prayers
to their loved work.

Yours truly,

E. M. SAUNDERS.

- e em——ly

For the Christian Messenger.
Notes on the College Question.

No. 5.
Mgr. EpiTor,—

There is one more element in the
digcussion of the College question, in
respect to which 1 would ask the privi-
lege of expressing some thoughts,
promising not to tax the columns of the
MesseNGER alter that, by a continu-
ance of these notes. Some of the ad-
vocates of the Association for promoting
University Consolidation affirm, that
the Baptists never have properly sup
ported Acadia College, and it is rea-
senable to conclude that they never
will. It may be at once conceded that
the College might have been much
more efficient, it it had received a

fidence from the people who have pro-
fessed to be its friend: and supporters.
It must be conceded, also, that the
continuance of the College and its
related departments, with the degree of
usefulness that has characterized them
in the past, has been largely due to
the benevolent and zealous labors of

its history, have been induced to de-
vote themselves to the service by their
interest in educatien and desire to pro-
wote the public good, rather than by
the prospect of any pecwniary compen-
sation above what might have been ex-
pected by them in the ordinary depart-
ments of non-professional labor, We
ueed not hesitate to admu still further,

1 gtate of the peuple demands

' of living and the raie*of remuneration

{ income of six or eight thousand doliars

' peeded for the Neientific Departnent.

have shown real and active sympathy
with the object of the College. It hns
reached its present atate notwithstand- |
ing considerable negleet, anl at the |
present time its meaps centainly are

fill the measure of u-efulness that the
The in- |
come for the payment of salaries is in- |
sufficient, the salaries are very near
the limit of the salaries paid twenty-

" five or thirty vears age, while the cost

in other departments of labor haver

: g oe . |
largely inereased. The Library bas |
grown very slowly and now demands the

a year. that-it may properly illustrate
the wvarious subjects of studys A

Though the College is now provided
with convenient Buildings, yet these
are burdened with a debt, the interest
on which is a severe tax on a treasury
that much of the time is overdrawn.

All this seems to make a foundation
for the assertions of the friends of con-
solidation. The College has not been
supported as it should have been. If
there is to be no enlargement in its
finances, many of its best friends will
question the wisdom of attempting to
continue it in existence. I’ledges, not
only implied but explicit, have been
given to the public,that an Arts Course
should be maintained at Acadia, equal
to . thé “reasonable demands of the
country. If the friends of the College
cannot do this, they are bound by their
professions of regard to the high in-
terests of education to retire from the
ficld and thus make an epportunity for
more efficient agents to supply an
urgeat need.

That the Baptists of the Maritime
Provinces are able to give an ample
support to Acadia College, is a proposi-
tion that needs no argument. The
amount required to complete the neces-
sary annual income, if it were assessed
upon all of our people, according to
their property, would be but an insigni-
ficant trifle for each one. Or il we
should consider the College as resting
on a narrower basis, we might easily
find fifty members who could spare
from their annual incomes, without any
inconvenience, all that is mneeded to
enable the Governors of the College

' liberty to conclude otherwise than that

honorably to discharge their annual ob-
ligations. In view of such facts, it is
not worth while to discuss the question
of the ability of the Baptists to sustain

their College. ,

ﬂl‘th'e"more lperﬂn'ent que"tion' 'i.;’.ﬂ
whetlier they ‘will sustain (7 If we
rdtl 1t there are come, dispuraging

circamstineés, ought not to_undeps
villad bufidp ri& o PPRATARE i e

)

.

, ahle facts which
acquainted 'with ' the history of the
College, it is evident that there has
been a gruwing interest in it on the
part of the people, and the cirele of
attachment” to it has beeh widening.
Nor has this been merely a fruitless
sentiment. Tangible and valuable eyi-
dence of the genuineness and strength
of this attachment is before the public.
There appears to be a widely extend-
ing satisfaction with the principle on
which it rests, as compared with that
of a State University. The apprecia-
tion of its usetul service in diffusing
intelligence and promoting culture
among the people, while at the same
time giving prominence to the convie-
tion of the transcendent value of moral
character, is probably more generally
acknowledged throughout the denomi-
nation than evér before. The inereas-
ing number of the Alumni must be
considered us a source of consiant
strength. The increase of wealth
among the people enables them and,
we ought not to hesitate to say it,
obliges; them to undertake broader
schemes of benevolence. Though it
may be feared that the accomulanon of
property has ﬁone on at a mre rapid
rate than the development of the sense
of obligation te use it for other than
selfish purposes; yet we cannot err
when we say that there are indications
that men who have property, are
coming to feel more and more that it
is a trust to be held and u-ed for noble
ends. One indication of this is the
declaration of & large number of in-
dividuals that it is their intention to
give proof of their attachment to the
College by bestowing upon it large
gifts. A change of circumstances may
create insuperable obstacles in the way
of the henevolent intentions o! some of
these parties; but it is not reasonable
to cenclude that all of these expecta-

U -

AUGUS1 17, 1881,

YRR O 1 TS AT T YT OB M) ¥ TR SR A,

will show a continually broadening area |
within which the usefulness ot thei
College will be felt, and from which it
may derive the needed revenues. .It
we compare our pecuniary necessities |
with the obligations freely and inu-:lli-!
vently undertaken by our brethren in |
()nm;'in, we must see that there is no
excu<e, if we fall behind the mesnsure |
of devotion shown by them in the same
great cause. !

In view of all this we are not at |

the Baptists will continne to uphold |
their college and labor to make it in-
¢ easingly efficient and useful. To
decide otherwise would be di-loyalty to
the principles andspirit of the past.
Others may misjudge our moiives and
seck to hinder our work; but we eannot
break away from dll the associations of
our past trials und successes. -~ We can-
not close our eyes to all the encourag-
ing indications of greater success in the
future. We shall meet new trials, self-
denial and toil will be demanded in the
future as they have heen in tha past.
It is enough to remember that a noble
cause makes our spirits nobler through
conflict with the difficulties which lie in
its pathway.

Yours truly,

A. W. SAWYER.
August 12, 1881.

« o b

For the Christian Messenger.
Our Foreign Mission Work.

A HASTY CONCLUSION.

We frequently ' meet with the state-
ment, of late, that a great error was
committed when the request of Bro.
Boggs for reappointment to the Telugu
field was refused. That this mistake
is chargeable to the Foreign Missionary
Board is also insinuated. So far as the
Board is concerned, such a charge is
uncalled for, and exceedingly ungene-
rous.

At a session of the N. S. Eastern
Association held at Amhberst, the advi-
sability of the reappointment was con-
sidered. That body had been asked
for an expression of opinion on the
subject. The advice of other Associa-
tions bad been sought in vain. They
seemed averse to giving an opinion
either way. The Eastern Association,
however, took the matter under serious
and prayerful consideration. Seldom
have brethren addressed themselves to
any subject with more earnest prayer
for Divine guidance. Bro, Boggs stood
high in''the’ esteem of all, He had
been brovght up Xilbin the limits of
the ‘Association, ard Had filled an hop-
orable place Amonf them as a pastor.
In' His 'r"%v!ong mi!a‘lb';urﬁ career . he
lidd: never-ddil afight 1o afiénate their
ufféetions, o 'to'le ii't'béli"t’bhdbench
Couldl' théy haveé' been assured of the
pradence of sending bim back to 'rudia.'
they ‘would ' gladly “hayg'‘given their
voice in favour of 'that course. In
eoming 10 a diﬂerupt conclusion the
were, no doubt, infldenced by the sen-
timent generally prevalent among the
churches, but not by that alone. A
medical brother of large experience
gave an accurate description of the
symptoms of the disease of Bro. B, as
he himself admitted, and affirmed that,
in all probability, in case of his return
he would not be in the country two days
before the old longing to breathe his
native air would return, with the other
distressing concomitants of the malady.
I do not remember the exact words
employed, but they were in substance as
stated above.

The vote of the Association settled, I
believ: , the mind of Bro Boggs, so far
as un appointment from our Board was
concerned, and he soon after withdrew
his application,

Now the question arises, Was that de-
cigion correct !  Were not the brethren
generally through the country mistaken
in their views on the matter 7 Did not
the Board do unwisely in yielding to the
general sentiment? Some are not back-
ward in expresging their epinion, They
affirm that a great mistake was made,
and that the action of the denomination
and, notably, of the Board, was in direct
opposition to the will of Ged.” We are
all ready te admit that we are not in-
fallible in our judgment, though the
utterances of some confirm the state-
ment that every man has a pope within
him. KEven doctors err sometimes
But to return to the question—who can
answer that? Have we among us a
prophet, a true dissolver of doubts?
Who or where is the seer with a reve-
lation from hemven? Bro. B. has en.

tions will be vain, We should not lose
sight of the prospect, that the number
of the denomination will increase in
the future as it has in the past, s

that only & portion of she Baptist body '

the returngé of the successive d

| India, and we are all glad of it, But
| what does that prove? Just nothing at
- all, so far as the question under conside-
hat | ration is concerned. No one can say
des | that it would not have been otherwise

joyed good health since his return to

S S D S A..._._______‘__.‘-

had he returned to the toils and anxie.
ties of pioneer work, instead of entering,
as he did, a field ready for the reapers
where everything was hopeful and in.
spiring.  But there is one at least, who
thinks he can ste the hand of God dis.
posing of the whole matter. Thoge

- earnest souls pleading for divine illy.

- mination do not seek in vain for wisdom
| to direct.

: 'Ith hrf)ther, longing (or
work in the mission field, does not vaip.

' ly inquire, * Lord, what wilt thon have
' me todo 7

The Board of the Mission.
ary Union is anxiously asking, “ Whom

| shall we send, and who will go for

us ?””  Our dear brother, freed trom all
doubt, and seeing, as in vision, his pre-
destined field, can unhesitatingly re.
spond, ** Here am I, send me,”

This is the best view to take of the
matter.  Our brethren in the United
Statea have good reason for rejoicing in
the Providence that gave them a map
at an imporyant crisis in their work
among the Telugus who could do
efficient service in a field richly blesseq,
and calling for laborers to gather in the
ripening sheaves.. |

M. P. FreeuaN.
Great Village. '

@hie hristian gazﬁﬁéugz;.

Halifax, N. 8., August 17, 1881,

BAPTIST CONVENTION.

Before our next issue we hope to
have the pleasure of meeting bLrethrea
from our three Maritime Provinces, in
Convention assembled, at Yarmouth.—
We know our Yarmouth friends- will
give a most cordial welcome to delegated
brethren. We have already experi-
enced their kind and cheerful hospital-
ity. We would now join them in best
wishes for the brethren from the Up
Provinces, and from the United States,
who may come with fraternal sympathies.
We hope they will feel that our Chris.
tian love is not limited by any Provin-
cial or National boundaries, but that
whilst we endeavor to do our work as
may appear best suited to our circum.
stances, we are in hearty accord with
those of the same faith and order, the
world over, and we cordially wish * God
speed ” to all who love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity.

We shall not attempt to offer any long

How te do it, at the approaching Cons
ven'tion, but trust. that & lpiriwof wis
dom from abovegand a sonnd Wind may
be given to -thé' uriited" bolly: ; "86' that
nothing may - be “permitted but that
which is lovely and of ,good report, and

' It D, the.
A &'L“g'i';gﬁn“’o?' *%?;ﬁiﬁﬂi‘?’ﬁﬁﬁé‘“ a.:: |

abroad. [, drmvol Joa & yal

" 'We are requésted’ to inform friends
who may desire to visit Yarmouth dur-
ing the sitting of the Bap‘ist Conven-
tion there—but whe are not delegates,
or dmem'ers of ,Convention — that
arrangements havé been made with
the hotel keepers to give first class
accommodation tosuch persons at $1.00
per day.

Pope Leo XI1IL. seems apprehensive
of danger to his person whilst living in
the Vatican, and surrounded with every
means of security, He declares him-
self a prisoner, notwithstanding that he
is at home in his own palace. The
younger men of Rome, who showed so
much want of respect to the remains of
the late Pope, shouted on the Piazza of
St, Peter's, ** Death to the Pope,” and
would have thrown the remains of Pio
Nono inte the Tiber. It is affirmed
that the Pope will remove to Malta to
be under the protection of Britain.

Whilst this state of things is going
on in ancieut Rome, parties on this side
of the Atlantic are inviting His Holi-
ness to remove his residence to the
United States. It would be strange 'lf
such an event should take place. It i
nevertheless, a possible thing in these
changing times,

Mr. B, W. Lockhart preached in
Halifax on Lord’s Day last; in the
North Church in the morning, and in
the Granville Street Church in the
evening. Mr. Lockhart is known 10
writings. His preaching has many
thought, beld in utterance, and fres
from redundancics of expression, 'H'
arguments are conwincing, and his il
lustrations, being drawn from life
history, are highly iustructive.

Rev. D. A, Steele was among e

names registered at the Canadian Officé,
London, Aug. 4th, f:

dissertation on What should be done, or,

many of our readers for his poetic.

ot the qualities of his writing, original in
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