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tation so as to form a permanent Fund

from which a certain amount of * Aid
and Reliel ¥ may be paid over to min-
istering brethren on the failure of their
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| These wishes are shared by all the
friends of our Mission, among the peo-
ple with whom I have labored during

PO

tendency to demand, even in the earli-
est stages of school-life, the privileges
of special and selected studies, is having

- Fc;r the Christian Messenger.
Notes on the College Question.

" The following is the per centage of
increase in the several cities of the
Dominion since last Census:
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the existing order of collegiate educa-
tion, namely, that it prevents the cnlti-
vation of a high scholarskip. This
criticism is expressed in various ways.
It js said that * we cannot produce
first-class scholurship on the present
plan,” that ‘‘ we are turning out a
number of half-educated men, unfit for
the duties of the country,”—that ** a
student shovld be. sent to a college
where he will have the advantage of
the instruction of twenty-five or thirty
professors.” The venerable President
of the Association, with a tone that
indicates his estimation of the gravity
of the oceasion, asks: * Will it consist
with sound educational policy and with
Christian obligation to prolong the pre-
sent state of things in relation to the
higher education, and to contipue to
withhold from our youth the greatest
practicable potentiality of intellectual
training and scientific attainment e
These criticisms are marked by the
same vagueness as the others that we
have noticed. Whether the censors
mean, by these expressions, that no
thorough scholarship and effective train-
ing are possible on the present plan, or
that it will not furnish as complete an
education as may beobtained in the great
universities of the old world, is uncer-
tain. [t is impossible to discuss such
criticisms, unless we bhave some clear
indication of the scope of their meaning.
« The greatest practicable potentiality ”
of training and acquirement is not easily
measured. Possibly it is already open
to the students of our colleges. It is

This it would seem must have the
torm either of  Life Assurance or a
Mutual Benefit Society, or both, as
the case may beé. The augmentation
of the General Fund provided by the
churches could be only by bequests,
leaacies &e , &o., and the appropriations
from that Fund must be according to
the necessities of the case.

But in making provision on the prin-
ciple of Life Assurance for a sum of
money to be paid to the surviving rela-
tives of the minister, it would be ne-
cessary to form a distinct Society. It
would be somewhat difficult to do this
if that were required of the Board
except under an able actuary. The
Mutual Benefit principle is adopted by
some religious bodies in their relief
funds, but it is doubtful whether this
can be fairly done in connection with
the funds, to be in the hands of this
Board, seeing that they are from only
certain portions of the body whose
ministers are expected to participate
in the benefits. We offer these sug-
gestions to our brethren who may be
able to give more attention to the sub-
ject, and shew further what is possible
to be done in this direction under the
circumstances.

a first-class education, is really spending
his time in what might be properly
called first-class dissipation. If these
untoward facts and tendencies of the
present day are to be modified in any
degree, it must be by influences and
processes that the Colleges can employ
as well in their present condition, as i
they were combined together.

Perhaps it would not be presumption
for one who has given much thought to
tife subject, to designate some of the
means by which the interests of higher
education may be promoted among l'li
(1.) The requirements for enterif
College should be advanced to such an
extent that all the work, now done by
the student in the aoncient classics in
the first year of the College course,
shall be accomplished in the Academy ;
and the student shall come to ‘the Col-
lege better trained in English and more
conversant with the elementary princi-
ples of Science. (2.) The Colleges, by
some concert of action, might unite in
requiring the same qualifications for
matriculatian. The Council of Public
Iustruction can give valuable assistance
in this respect by constructing their
High School Course so as to favor
preparation for the Colleges. (3.) The
Colleges should, in some way. give a
satistactory guarantee to the public that
they are fairly carrying out their pub-
lished courses of stady. (4.) The pre-
liminary examination for admission to
the Bar should require graduation from
College, or what is equivalent to it ; but
if this should be thought to be too much,

the city and county of St. Joln, N. B,
which has arisen, doubtless, from the
great fire.

Ontario appears to be the only pro-
vince entitled to an increase of repre-
sentation in the House of Commeons,
The St. John Sun says in reference
to this :

“ Quebec's quota is the standard of
measurement for the other Provinces,
as regards possible increase of represen-
tation. She has 65 members for a present
population of 1,358, 469, or one for eyery
20,899 peoplé. The population of On-
tario, 1,913,460, divided by 20,899, gives
that Province 92,representatives, or an
increase of four over her present allot-
ment, the details of -the computation
being regulated by sub-section 3 of sec-
tion 51 of the Union Act, as follows : —
“ In the computation of the number
of members for a Province, a fractional
part not exceeding one half of the whole
number requisite for entitling the Prov-
vince to a member, shall be disregarded;
but a fractional part exceeding one half
of that number shall be equivalent to
the whole number.”

Fortunately for Ontario,the “fractional
part” is on the right side for her inter-
ests. The readjustment does not
into effect until the termination of the
present Parliament. The percentage of
increase in Manitoba is of course, very
great, but Manitoba was allowed to enter
the Union with special representation,
far beyond what she was entitled to ac-
cording to population, so that her pres-
ent representation will be unchanged by

the census. The same remark applies
wo P. E. Island.” ¢

The following comparative statement

For the Christian Messenger.
Canada Baptist Foreign Missions.
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Unable to be present at the Conven-
tion, but taking as deep an interest in
the affairs of the Denomiration as ever,
[ trust my brethren will be willing to
listen to a word from me through this
medium.

Last year I proposed what 1 regarded
as a solution of Foreign Mission diffi-
culties, the possibilities of which I
thought I foresaw in the not distant
fature. Some may rememberthat I then
said I thought we shouldact in the direc

tion of union with the UTpper Provinces
before we found ourselves compelled to.
Had 1 then supposed that ere this we
would be involved in such complications
as we now are, I would have much
more earnestly pressed my resolution.
I believe that had my brethren known
what was before us they would have
regarded it with more favor. Whether
that resolution, now on the table, is or
is not the best form in which the ques-
tion can come before us this year, it
does seem to me that every one ought
to see that here is a practicable way
out of some of our greatest troubles,
and that there is none more so. Beside,
I considered Union then, and am dis-
posed to now, on the broad ground of
the general interests of our denomina-
tion in these provinces.

As to Foreign Missions, the case
seems to me so plain that there can be
no mistaking it. The missionaries of

THE CENSUS OF 1881.

R TR IR

The following is given as the popula-
tion of the several provinces of the
Dominion, by the Census of 1881, and
as compared with that of 1871 :
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opinion in regard to the point of our
special weakness in the cultivation of
~ scholarship, I sheuld direct attention to
the stage preceding the college course.
Whatever deficiency may exist in that
stage, I do not believe that it results
from the incompetency of the teachers
in that department. It proceeds rather
from the impatience ot the student un-
dér a prolonged and thorough drill. He
is eager to accomplish the impossible. It

Board, and receiving and acting upon
its reports, can all be overcome by men
thoroughly in earnest, and determined
to sink all personal, party, and Pro-
vincial interests, and work self-denying-
ly and unitedly for the promotion ol
the greatest cause on earth.
1 would not hinder a great move-
ment by unwise advocacy, nor will 1
undertake to argue a case that needs

N. W. Territory,

The total jncrease of population in
the Dominion, being 681,498 or nearly
19 per cent.
In the previous ten years the increase
in the five Eastern Provinces was 408,-
429 or less than 13 per cent.
The following is the population of the
several Counties of Nova Scotia, with a
gimilar comparison between the present

The Baptist Union of Canada has
not yet succeeded in superceding the
Conventions of Ontario and Quebec as
it was supposed it would. Several of the
Ontario leading men have stood aloof
from any active co-operation with the
Union,and maintain that even the West-
ern Convention canuot be merged in the
Union, but must maintain an indepen-
dent existence and autonomy.”

time Provinces. (8.) Some uniform
and sensible method might be adopted
by which graduates from the Colleges
might receive the degree of Master of
Arts. (9) The Government, or the
Council of Public Instruction, or some
other responsible body, might create
six or nine * travelling scholarships,”
connected with specified departments of
study, of the value of $500 a year,
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