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TbeEart!m Vessel.

Tbelntermodmhuprdea.
Among the lilies fair,
"Which his own right band had planted,

He looked at their snowy blossoms,
And marked, with observant eye,
That his flowers were sadly drooping,
For'their leaves were parched and dry.

“ My lilies need to be watered,”
The Heavenly Master said ;

“ Wherein shall I draw it for them, Q
And raise each drooping head *”

Close to his feet, on the pathway,
Empty, and frail, and small,

An earthen vessel was lying,
Which seemed of no use at all.

But the M=ster saw and raised it
From the dust in which it lay,
And smiled, as he gently whispered,

“ This shall do my work to-day !”

“ 1t is but an earthen vessel,
Bat it lay so close to me ;

It is small, but it is empty,
And that "s all it needs to be.”

So to the fountain he took it,
And fili’J it full to the brim ;
How glad was the earthen vessel

To be of some use to him.

He poured forth the living water
Ower his lilies fair,

Until the vessel was empty,
And ageain he filled it there.

He watered the drooping lilies
Until they revived again ;
#And the Master saw, with pleasure,
£ That his labor had not been in vain.

His own hand Bad drawn the water
Which refreshed the thirsty flowers ;
But he used the earthen vessel
To convey the living showers.

And of itself it whispered,
As he laid it aside once more -
“ Still would I lie in his pathway,
Just where I did before.

“Close would I keep to the Master,
Ewmpty would I remain ;

And perhaps, some day, He may use me,
To water his flowers again.”

For the Christian Messenger.

Christian Labor and Christ’s
Reward,

[The following discourse was pre-
pared by the tor of one of our
Wesjern churches, and will be read
with profit. The writer does pot per-
mit us to give his name.—Ep. C. M.]

*“Go ye also into the vineyard, and what-
soever is right I will give you.”—Marr.
xx. 4.

Here we have an apt emblem of the
kingdom of heaven, 1. ¢, the church of
Christ. A viceyard is expected to
produce fruit. Without this it is worth-
less. And Jesus says to His followers,
% Herein is my Father glorified that ye
bear much fruit.” The soil of the vine-
yard must be broken up and cultivated,
otherwise the expectation of the hus-
bandman will be vain. The soil of the
kiogdom is beman bearts. Naturally
they are bard like the * wayside” into
which the good seced cannot enter, or
like the stony ground where there ig
“no deepness of earth.” This soil
must be broken by the * bammer” and
melted by the “ fire” before it can be
fruitful. A vineyard must be watered
by the rain and dew from heaven. So
must the church, The gracious influ.
ence of the Gospel is thus spoken of :
“ My doctrine shall drop as the rain
and my speech shall distil as the dew,
a8 the small dew vpon the tender herb.”
*He (i. ¢, Jesus’ shall come down as
rain upon the mown grass, and as show-
ers that water the earth.” , Again, o
vme{urd requires labor, without which
it caonot be productive. 5o does the
church. The Christian who does noth-
ing for God cannot thrive. "As well
may we expect our gardens to flourish
without toil as for our souls to prosper
in spiritual indolence. Sinners are
compared to idlers * standing in the
market-place.” They are not idle in
every respect. They toil with hands
and feet and brain to obtain the
that perisheth,” and they are “often
slaves of the devil. They work hard,
fave hard, and get poor wages, for “ the
wages of sin I8 death,” / Bat as re-

of employment for every one, whether

us then consider first the work, and
secondly the wages.
I. « Strive to enter in at the strait

“ gate.” The mariver on the ocean

must labor with the aid of compass,
chronometer, quadrant, and chart to
find bhis whereabouts, and then
shape his course so as to avoid ob-
structions, and reach his desired ba-
ven. Sioner, God says to thee, as to
Adam in Eden, “ Where art thou ?”
Here is work for you. Consider your
past life. What progress have you
been making? Examine the chart, the
Bible God has given, and aim directly
for the strait gate and narrow way.
Has your course been wrong tending
downwards to destruction? Then re-
pent. Face about quickly. God says.
“Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die?”

11. Do sinners inquire like the Jews
of olden time, * What shall we do that
we may work the works of God?”
The Master avswers, “ This is the
work of God that ye believe on Him
whom He hath sent.”

I11. Have any reached this point of
“ Repentance towards God and faith in
tbe Lord Jesus Christ,” and now in-
quire, “ What wore shall we do?”
Listen to Peter; “ And beside this, giv-
ing all diligence, add to your faith wvir-
tue ; and to virtue koowledge ; and to
knowledge temperance ; and to tem.-
perance patience; and to patience
godliness; and to godliness bro-
therly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things
be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Inorder to this, »Search
the Seriptures” and * Pray without
ceasing.” In a word, “ Work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling
because it is God that worketh in you
to will and to do of His good pleasure,”

All this means labor, and *‘in all
(this) labor there is profit.” But must
I seek only my own spiritual welfare ?
By po means. He ihat is satisfied
with being suved hes great reason to
fear thut*he is not saved. There is
nothing selfish in the religion of Jesus
It is full of benevolence and benefi.
cence. Jesus labored for the good of
others, * Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus.” Then
suffer still further a word of exhorta-
tion.

IV. “To do good and to commni
cate forget not; for with such sacrifice
God is well pleased.” Let your light
shine before men that they may see
your good works, and glorify your
Father which is ino heaven.” God has
a mighty work to be done, even the
salvation and sanctification of his cho-
sen, and this work he purposes to per-
form through human instrumentality.
In the work of creation he was alone.
In the work of redemption there were
none with Him. “ He trod the
wioe-press alone, and of the people
there was none to help,” Bot in the
work of conversion and edification He
permits us to be co-workers with Him-
self. He puts the ** treasure in earthen
vemels,” and by the * foolishness of
preaching” saves them that believe,
The Saviour’s commission is, “ Go ye
ioto all the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature.” Is this burden
confined to the ordained mivistry 7 By
no means, In the first age of Chris.
tianity they (the Christians) went every-
where preaching the word,and churches
were multiplied. The Master gives
“ to every man bis work.” There is a
sphere of usefulness for every re.
deemed soul, and the prayer of each
should be, like that of Saul of Tarsus,
“ Lord what wilt thou have me to do 7"

There is work in the family. House-
bold devotion and instruction are as old
as the race. Under the patriarchal
dispensation it was the only mode of

t | assembly worship. Afterwards, when

congregational worship was instituted,
it was not designed as a substitute for
family devotion. And, under the pre-

sent dispensation, public preaching and

gards epiritual employment they are, school instruction and religious meet-

idle, and those living in Christian lands
eannot, like the idlers of our parsble,
excuse themselves by saying, “ No man
bath hired ws.” God, throughout His
word snd by ﬂ&m&m
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ings can no more supersede the neces-
sity for family prayer and training,
then railroads and steamboats, as means
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~wise, and a worm to thresh mountains,

Gospel. And no finer fleld for the | the
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the Christian. Hero is work for tﬁ.
feet in gathering in the young; w&k
for the brain in mnng ip!
knowledge and stadying how to present
it ; work for the heart mvruﬂn‘for
conversions; work for the wvoice in
teaching and singing; and well may
those thus employed be called “ Sab-
bath School workers.” Then there is
work in the church for mutual edifica-
tion and to promoté advancement in
And work out of the church,
in business and social circles, and by
the wayside. Again, worldly toil may
be sanctified for the glory of God.—
Money is needed for the advancement
of the cause of truth, and he is serving
God who, out of the fruits of honest
toil, contributes the carnal things, Paul
furnishes a noble motive for manual
work when he says, “ Let bim labor,
working with his hands the thing that
is good, that be may have to give to
him that needeth.” And be assured
that labor for God is not drudgery bnt
rest. The Saviour says, “ Take my
yoke.” That means subjection and
work. Baut be adds, “ And ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Let one laboring man spend the Sab-
bath in idleness and sleep, wbich he
calls rest, and another spend it in holy
service, which of these will be most
vigorous on Monday morning 7 Sarely
the latter. Such is the testimony of
those who have tried both plans.
But secondly, let us consider the
reward, ** Whatsoever is right I will give
you.” Such an offer from man would
scarcely be accepted: We have nut
enough confidence in selfish human
nature to trust an employer without a
definite understanding. But we may
safely trust Him who says, * He that
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth
fruit unte life_eternal.” “God is not
unrighteous ‘;;forget your work and
labor of love which ye have shewed
toward His name, in that ye have min-
istered to the saints, and do minister.”

“ Wisdom’s rewards more precious are,
Than all Their stores of gold.”

There is luxury in trying to do good,
which of itself is sufficient compensa-
tion for all the trouble. * In keeping
of them (God’s commands) there is
great. reward.” That is in the very
act, irrespective of any results. He
that is trying to do God's bidding has
the answer of a good conscience, and
that is infinitely better than anything to
be derived from the pursuit of selfish
gratification, Then there is a great
reward in seeing the fruits of labor,
What is more gladdening to the heart
of a Chtistian than to witness the con-
version of siopers and the prosperity of
the church ?

And then, * Great is your reward in
beaven.” What joy it will give to meet
in the celestial city those who have
been saved through your feeble instru-
mentality, Of course they will aseribe
all the glory of their salvation to' Him

whose right it is, and you would not{

bave them do otherwise, but they will
oot forget to acknowledge with grati-
tude the humble bearer of the message
which brought them peace and joy.
Perhaps some one will say, “1 would
gladly labor if I knew that such results
would follow,” But why ot trust Him
who says, “ Whatsoever is right I will
give you," Ab, says anotber, * I am
only a weak, foolish worm of the dust.
What can 1 do?” Remember that God
chooses weak things to confound the
mighty, foolish things to confound the

But says another, * I have labored
until I am discouraged.” Listen to the
greatest of mere human toilers in the
vineyard, who, in the midst of opposi.
tion and persecution, in the darkness of
declension and the light of revival still
persevered, whom neither the malice of
fees nor the defection of professed
friends could move from his purpose,
who though cast down was pot de-
stroyed, though perplexed was wot in
despair, but steadily pressed onward
uotil be could say, * I have fought &

good fight, I have kept the faith, I have
finished my course. Hear him saying
to his fellow laborers through all time,

“Let us not be weary in well doing, | to exere
for indumyo‘dlmﬂlp e,
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JESUS BBI‘OR'B PILATE. -
Mark xv. 1-15.

Comair o Memory: Vss. 12-15.

Gorpex Texr.—* He is despised and
rejected of men.”—Isaiah liii. 3.

DAILY HOME READINGS.
M. The Leseon, = Mark xv. 1-15.
T. Final Condemnation of Jesus,
Luke xxii, 66-71.
W. Jesus Before Pilate,
John xviii. 28-38.
T. Jesus Before Herod, (ot

Luke xxiii.
F. Jesus or Barabbas,
Matt. xxvii. 15~26.
§. Raulers Gathered Agrinst Christ,
Psalm ii.
8. The Good Confession Before Pilate,
1 Tim. vi. 11-21,

THE KING DELIVERED TO THE
: GENTILES,

Lussoy OvurLise. — 1. Jesus Before
Pilate, Vss. 1-5. IL Barabbas Pre-
forred Vss. 6-11. 11, The King Dis-
ownod, Ves. 12-15.

commen— ——

QuesTions.—Where was Jesus ? What
insuits ba'd he endured ?

Ves. 1-56 —Why was a session of the
council by daylight necessary? Where
did they take Jesus as a criminal ? Who
was Pilate? Why was his consent
necessary 7 What charge did they bring
against Jesus? How far did Pilate un-
derstand the merits of the case 7 What
was his duty? Why was Jesus silent?

Vses. 6-11,—~Who was Barabbas ? For
what crimes condemned? What was
the custom ?

Ves. 12-15.~What was Pilate afraid
of? What bad qualities did he show?
What cruelty was inflicted upon Jesus ?
In what capacity did he come up to
Jerusalem? What did the rulers and
nation now do? What great crime did
they commit? What did the rulers and
Pilate blindly fulfill ? (Acts ii. 23 ; John
iii, 14, 15.)

Subjects. — Eavy. Corrupt
magistrates, Barabbas and Jesus. Pop-
ular fickleness. Roman . scourging.
Character of Pilate ; bis fate. The race
rejects its King.

———

Nores.—I., The Ezamination, (Vess.
1-5).

Vs. 1 —~In the morning. John says,
“ it was early,” (xviii. 28). The session
of the Sanhedrim, spoken of in the last
lesson, was between midnight and the
dawn ; and the law forbade capital trials
at night. Hence the necessity of anoth-
er measting as early in the morning as
possible, that the forms might be ob-
served. The Evangelist specifies again
the elements which composed this coun-
cil—the chief priests, elders, and scribes
~and then adds that the whele council
were present at this consuliation, or
meeting. Here their former proceed-
ings—the forms of trial and vote of con-
dempation—were ratified, and the ques-
tion of bow their sentence could be
carried into effect, was, doubtless, anx-
iously discussed. Then they bound
Jesus, as one condemped, and that he
might not escape; and carried him
away, bore him off under guard, or
forcibly ; and delivered him to Pilate,
This was all that they could do, except
to make their accusation before Pilate,
and demand that he put their sentence
into execution, The place where they
bore him is called (John xviii, 28) the
“Judgment Hall,” into which they did
not enter, “ lest they should be defiled.”
But Pilate went out to them, and in-
quired concerning their accusation,
(John xviil. 29). They answered, in &
general way, that he was a “ malefac.
tor” ; and then specified, falsely, that
be was a stirrer up of sedition, * per

verting our nation, and forbidding to

give tribute to Cmsar, saying that he
himself is Christ, a King,”' (Luke xxiii,
2). For the Roman law would care
nothing for their charge of blasphemy ;
but sedition and treason were capital
offences.

Vs, 2 —Pilate, A pame, like Judas,
handed down to elernal execration.
“ After Archelaus (Matt, ii, 22) had
been recalled and banished to Gaul by
Augustus, Judea was annexed to the
Roman province of Byria, and governed
by deputies, called Procurators, the fifth

of whom was Pontius Pilate, appointed ! .

in the thirteenth year of Tiberiss, and
already hated by the Jews for his ex
tortions and severities, See Luke xiii,

1 tnvolve '» mtnint "a Bis passions, ¥

Hence, after exhausting several oxpuli

the case of Jesus, tk byhisovmoon

fession, it was the sacrifice of an innos
cent man., Art thou the King of the
Jews? Morison understands this ques-
tion as asked. “with a dash of mingled
nonchalance and sarcasm,” as if his
pretensions to kingship were to be
treated as the harmless vaporings of an
enthusiast.  Thou sayest it. Jesus
treated the question seriously, and gave
a positive affirmation, equivalent to I
am—explaining the nature of his king-
dom as not of this world, in rivalry of
Cwmsar, but as a spiritual oue, (Jobn
xviii, 36, 37). Pilate was strongly im-
pressed with this answer, and saw that
he was not one whose aim was to sub-
vert the Roman power, and that he was,
therefore, innocent of the charges
against him ; and, takiog Jesus with
him, he went out, and declared to his
accusers: “I find in him no fault at all,”
(John xviii. 38),

Ves. 3-5.—But the chief priests re
newed their clamor, and accused him of
many things. They raged as wild beasts
about to lose their prey, learning that
Jesus was & Galilean, belonging to the
jurisdiction of Herod Antipas, sent him
to that raler, who, after mocking him,
returned him to Pilate. Answerest thou
nothing? It would seem as if Pilate
was anxious for Jesus to aid him in his
stand against the Sanhedrim, by refuta.
tions of the ‘‘many things” charged
against him.

Il, Barabbas Preferred, (Ves. 6-11),

At that feast he released. 1t was the
custom, at every recurring Passover, to
release unto them one prisoner, whomso-
ever they desired. It did homor to their
feast, which spoke of passing over trans-
gressions. Pilate hoped to make this
custom the occasion of Christ's release.
Barabbas. This man's character is
vividly given in a few words: a robber,
murderer, a ring-.fudor in a fierce out-
break against the Roman dominion,
notoriously guilty of the “ sedition ' of
which Jesus was falsely accused. The
contrast between this dangerous crimi-
nal and the meek and holy Christ, could
not be stronger. Pilate affected by a lin-
gering sense of justice, warned by his wife
(Matt. xxvii. 19), deeply impressed by
the bearing of Jesus, and conscious that
in condemning him, he would be but
the tool of the chief priests in gratifying
their malice, because they had delivered
him for envy. Pilate put this most
desperate and guilty of prisoners over
against Jesus, as if to compel the people
to demand the latter's release. Moved
the people. Excited their passions by
false statements, appealing to their pre-
judices and their fears, That he should
rather * release Barabbas. Any one
rather than Jesus, Yet, it is possible
that the common people looked upon
Barabbas, with all his crimes, as rather
a patriot than a robber and murderer.
8o readily does party spirit, or political
feeling, cast a glamour over the eyes.

IIL. Delivered to be Orucified, (Vss.
12-15),

Ves, 12, 13.~Again. Pilate makes
yet another effort to stem the popular
current, not by the exercise of a just
authority, but by the foolish plan of rea-
soning with a blood thirsty mob. Whet
will ye then that I shall do unte him
whom ye call the King of the Jews? He
artfully appeals to their pational and
Messianic yearnings which had been
connected with Jesus, They cried out
again, Crueify him, His reluctance to
accede to their demands seems to add
fusl to their fury, and they now chm
for Christ's death, The wild beast
is aroused, and nothing but blood wlll
satisfy it,

Vas. 14, 15,—~ Why, what evil hath he
done? The last, despairing effort of a
man who substituted worldly policy for
the right j an added confession of Pilate,
that Christ had done no wropg, Itis a
question for the ages: ** What evil hath
he done?" Crucify him. Thus does
error ever reply to truth ; for it is the
only answer it can give, Willing to
content (satisfy) the people, ' Not only

seourged him, Pilate, um m
sentative of the Roman power,
firmed the sentence olduﬁ. '

ente, he assented &W Seniiract

"This S & Teason of marked oontradl
Jesus wishing to do the Father’s will,
even unto death; Pilate wishing to
gain popularity. The chief priests, and
multitude, fierce, violent, making loud
ories. Jesus, meek; quiet, answering
nothing,. Mh‘. y vet released;
Jusus, innocent, yet d,clitorod to be
crucified. A governor, weak, and quiail-
iﬂ‘ m ‘the m, A pr
strong, and calm in the N&te‘
most violent accusations, _
Barabbas released ; Jesus M«L
How suggestive is this of the great
doctrine of Christ’s substitutionary suf-
ferings.
The dilemma of Pilate is that of onry
one who is halting between two opinions,
We cannot please both God and the
world.
Every one who hears the mol has
Jesus on his hands, either to receive or
rejeot him. Pilate’s question, “ What
shall I do with Jesus?” is the moot im-
portant one of your life.

“Crucily him ;” is the language of
every soul that wilfully rejects the put
salvation,

»
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Help for Parents, or for the
Teacher of the Primary Class,

In a room of the T.mph“umty-
men were wailing for Jesus; though it
was not much after five o’clock in the
morning. What day of the week was
it? Did they want to comfort Jesus?
Explain that these were the great men
among the Jews—the judges, before
whom people who had been doing wrong
were brought to be punished. What
wrong had Jesus done? Surely these
‘men would be sorry that Jesus had been
treated s0 roughly, and would punish
those who had done so. Ah! how can
I tell you? They listened to the story

/| of Caiaphas ; and then they, too, said

that Jesus must die! They would have
killed him right away ; but they dared
not, The Jews had no king of their
own ; bot s king who lived far awhy in
Rome ruled over them. He had sent a
Governor named Pilate to see that'the
Jews kept his laws. The Jews' pre-
tended that it was beeause he had said
he was the Son of God; but Pilate was
a heathen, and would not care for that,
At last, they thought of something,
They would say that Jesus wanted to be
king of the Jews, and was stirring them
up to make war, so that they would
have him for king iustead of the Roman
Cresar.

Follow Jesus to the palace of Pilate.
Picture the yelling, hooting mob, the
tramping soldiers, the angry riests.
Explain that, though these Je
80 wicked as to wish to kill the
kings, yet that they thought themselves
too good to go into a heathen's house,
Bo Pilate had bis great chair, almost
like a king's throne, brought out on a
platform outside.

Pilate was afraid to do what he knew
was right, which was to protect him
from the people, sent him to Herod, to
get rid of him., Herod's soldiers mocked
him and treated bim cruelly, putting on
& splendid robe to dress him up like a
king in mockery, and sent him back to
Pilate, Here are the different places to
which Jesus was taken, 1. From the
Garden to Annas, 2, To Caiaphas, 3.
To the judges (San Hedrin) in the Tem
ple. 4. To Pilate, 5, To Herod, 6,
Back to Pilate, And he had had no
sleep, no breskfast; and had been
stunding all that weary while, :

We bave parf only of what Jesus
suffered in this lesson ; but even that
shows how terrible sin is. Deseribe the
beating, Jesus was tied by his hands

(teacher should bend her back), and

beaten on the back with seve qﬁpo
of leather, to which were
sharp iron or bone, which tore the h«u

Dd Jesus deserve this? Jesus was
boaten that we might not be punished,
Explain and teach Isa, liii. 5,
~~Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
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