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Sunbay Reading. |

For the Christian Messenger.
Psalm 34.--An Acrostic.

Among the peculiar characteristics
of this wonderful Psalm, not the least
striking is that it is in the form, in the
original, of an Acrostic on the Hebrew
alphabet. In a literal translation this
could not, of course, be preserved. The
following is an attempt to show by a
paraphrase this peculiarity. The He-
brew alphabet contains but twenty-two
letters, whereas there are twenty-siz in
English. The four additional letters
are therefore appended to the Psalm,
in the form of a ‘‘ doxology.”

Davip.

1. A t all times I Jehovah’s name will bless,

My mouth his goodness daily shall
confess

2. B oasting ih Him shall be my sweet
employ,
The Humble hearing this shall shout
“for joy.
8. C ome magnify the Lord with me, O
sing
With me in concert,—praise our God
and King.
4. D own in the dust I cried, when trou-
bles rose;

He heard, and saved me from my
fears and foes,

5. E ushrouded in dark clouds, they looked
to Him

And were enlightened,—Love's bright
beauteous beam

Shone forth,—all shame and sorrow
vanished like a dream.

6. F eeble and faint, with earnest cries and
tears,

This Poor Man- prayed,—his cry Je-
hovah hears,

And saved him out of all his trou-
bles and his fears.

7. G abriel the Great, the Angel of the Lord,
Around the righteous keepeth watch
and ward,
With his bright squadrons, charged
their souls to guard.
8. H appy are all who in Jehovah rest,
Of His salvation, of His love pos-

sessed ;
O taste His goodness; be forever
blest! _
9. In Him delight ye saints; fear and
adore,

They know no want who have His
boundless store.

10. J udged for their wickedness fierce ty-
rants may,

Like hungry lions, howl for lack of

prey;
But those who fear the Lord shall
never know dismay.
11. Kind is His voice—* Come children,
come to me,”
Come learn His fear betimes, and
happy be.
12. L ives there the man who does not long
; for rest,
Long life to live, to be forever blest ?
13. M ake this your care, restrain th’ unruly
tongue,
Guard well your lips, abhor deceit and
wrong.

14. N o evil practices allow,—do good,
Seek peace, pursue it, let no vice in-
trude.
15. O n all the righteous rests Jehovah’s eye,
His gracious ear is open to their cry.
16. P lagues whelm the wicked from Jeho-
vah’s frown,

From them He hides His face, and
cuts them down.

17. Q uick is His ear to catch His children’s
ery,
To save them out of all their troubles
He is nigh.
18. R ejoice ye broken-hearted; He is near
To save the contrite and dispel their
fear.
19. S evere afflictions on the righteous fall,

The Lord delivers them out of them
all.

20, T bis wondrous word was by Jehovah
spoken,
“ He keepeth all their bones, not one
of them is broken,”
21. U pon lthe wicked, who the righteous
1ate,
Evil must fall, and make them deso-
late.
22. V ain is the help of man, but while Je-
hovah reigns,
And over all His works His power
maintalns,
His ransomed ones can never want,
for He

Will their defence and endless por-
tion be.

W e’ll sound His praise, and raise His
honours high ;

Jehovah reigns enthroned above the
sky !
’X alted over all He reigns supreme,
Our souls exalt in the exalted theme.
Y e seraphs sound his praise to endless
days
Misgling your music with our hum-
ble lays.
Z ealfor his glory move our every tongue,

And glory, honour, praise and power
be forever sung.

——— -

Some years ago attractive curates
were troubled with a superfluity of
slippers. We are glad to see the ladies
are turning their attention to more use-
ful presents for their pastors. The
other day the ladies of the parish pre-
sented their clergyman with a tricycle,
* They were anxious to give him some
present which might afford him occas-
#enal recreation in most often
arduous dauties, and be a ‘means
of locomotien by which he might the
more easily Et about from place to
pm and falfill ;h: l!:nny enlhbgt duty
" 80 heavily u is time
a0 strongth—r Eeclestastioal Gusets

Let men laugh when you sacrifice
desire to duty, if they will. You have

Our Lord’s Baptism. -

BY REV. H. BOOL.

“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John to be baptized of
bim,” etc —~Marraew iii. 13-17.

It is a remarkable fact, my brethren,
that baptism is the only doctrine that
justifies our existence as a separate de-
nomination. Take away this ordinance
or change it and we are only congrega-
tionalists. Our prosperity, therefore,
depends largely uwpon preaching and
correctly teaching, believer’s baptism.
Our charches are set for the defence of
this truth, and it is our distinguishing
duty to make it known throughout the
world.

And who among us does not realize
that this doctrine is worthy of all the
intelligence and feeling, all the labour
and contention that has ever attended
it? Never was precept more distinct,
or duty plainer, than in relation to this
ordinance ; and what authority can be
greater than that of Jesus?

If we look into eur hearts, too, we
shall find great satisfaction arising from
the privilege of following our Saviour
and from the favor of the Heavenly
Father, for, in baptism, each child of
God inay hear the approval of heaven,
*This is my beloved Son in whom I
am well pleased.”

It is a false charity that seals our lips
| on this subject from fear of hurting
auother's feelings. If this ordinance
be all we know and feel it to be, it is
the greatest kinduess to make it known
to every one, and to seek to bring all
into conformity with it. In this spirit
I purpose to speak a while on the bap-
tism of Jesus. Let me point to the
circumstances of the case, and to infe-
rences arising therefrom.

I. The circumstances of Christ’s bap-
tism. Jesus came from Galilee to
Jordan to be baptized. Whatever oth-
-ers may think of the expediency of the
ordinance, Jesus knew it to be essential.
He came two days’ travel to be bap.
tized of John. Jesus would not bend
the circumstances, or change the ordi-
nance, to make it convenient. His was
a ready compliance with the require-

ments as they stood. Good Matthew
Henry says, * Jesus came from Galilee

to Jordan to teach us not to shrink from
pain and travel, that we 'may have op-
portunity to draw pear to God in an
ordinance. We should be willing to go
far rather than come short of commu-
nion with God.” Many in those days
who bave come far, have realized most
of the divine blessing. I speak not of
geographical distance merely. Many
professors are far off from Jesus in re-
lation to baptism, by opinion, prejudice,
disobedience, or indifference. They
will have a long way to come, and it
may be very rough ; none among those
who are dear to them by the ties of
relationship may give them the least
encouragement. They may even find
that the spirit of persecution is not
dead. Jesus trod the weary way alone,
that His followers may never feel sol-
itary, but realize His presence und
sympathy.

Doubtless Jesus had reasons for
coming to baptism. His presence
honoured the ordinance for all time-
We sometimes read in the newspapers
of heads of families, prominent citizens,
and ministers from other denomina-
tions, coming to baptiem. What is this
when compared with the record of my
text? The King's Son is here; ap.
pointed heir of all things, to whom
every knee shall bow and every tongue
shall confess. Who will despise an
ordinance thus honoured? Who need
be ashamed to go where the Saviour's
foet hath trodden ?

Jesus would set an example to all
His followers. We have a great dis-
position to do as others; but we are
drawn by numbers rather than by cha-
racter- People do not like to be con-
spicuous in duties which are unpopular.
But surely if I find the Son of God
bere, I am safe though gll the*world
stand aloof: The scorn and frowns of
a multitude cannot trouble me while the
opening heavens shine around.

It is exceedingly damaging to our
interests to ignore the exaniple of
Jesus. The gospel is not,@bodied in
a code of laws as much as in & person.
We are exhorted in Scriptare to look
to the cross of Jesus for salvation, and
to His example as our rule of life. If
we are asked to give a reason lor bap-

dnondehlityhnjoieein{

Saviour as he comes up from the wat
of Jordan. It cannot be from want
light that people do not see him the
though there must be clouds somewhe
Bear with me, ye who are standing
while, in relation to the matter, I a
you seriously to consider whether t
darkness is not in your own hearts.

John, in humility, shrunk from ba
lizing one so much greater than hinj
self, and forbade ; but Jesus said, “ Su
fer it so0 to be now, for thus it becomet
us to fulfil all righteousness.” Jus
then the Redeemer had commenced t
work of substitution, He had take
man’s nature, and was now bearing o
iniquities ; being founed in fashion
a man he humbled himself. He is n¢
very explicit on the reasons for bai
tism ; there was, however, something 1
fulfil. There are diversities of opiuio%
on the propriety of it, but He kne
that it well became Him thus to fulfil
righteoushess.

Men in high position in the Epist
pal Church say the Baptists are rig
in the ancient mode of the ordinance

present state of society. At the com

I may add, that its influence on the

Christian mind is growing into the

proportions of its Seriptural import.

The bright future of our denomination,

predicted by others, is dawning. The

The revising and publishing of the New

Testament in Eogland have done much

to advance our cause. I care not what
may have been the cause of the revi-
sion, in preparing it, the attention of
the learned bas been called to our views
as never before. The old words of the
dead language have not been translated
in the new version ; and I, for one, do
:not feel troubled in the least. I did
‘not expect it. If learned men will not
give the truth a living tongue to work
with, it will put life into the dead, and
the word baptism will, after a while, be
as correctly understood as any other
word having its root in the language of
the ancients,

The christening of infants is falling
into disuse, persons of learning are
coming over to our ranks, and the tes-
timony of scholars outside our churches
i8 increasing in our favor. I am not

but, say they, it is unbecoming in tb& surprised at this. It is but the natural

mencement of His public life Jesu
said to John “ thus it becometh us;"

His disciples to go and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost ; teaching them to observe
all things, and, saith He, “ Lo, I am

the world.” The testimony of other
denominations on our views of believers'
baptism is very strong. We are very
glad they are frank enough to acknow-
ledge it. They, however, reserve a

character of Scriptare teaching.
2. As Baptists, we should be faithful

* consequence of greater inquiry irito the

and at the close of that life, with this| to our principles in working them out in
ordinance unchanged, He commanded| our own lives, and in com.uending them

to others.

Immediately after the description of
' Christ’s baptism we read, “ Then was
Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wil-
derness to be tempted of the devil”

with you alway, even unto the end of| It has often been the same with the fol-

lowers of Jesus; but we have not suc-
ceeded as He in standing firmly. If
they have not been driven from their
ground,some have been sadly weakened,
which has rendered them but feeble

thin veil to cover their disobedience,

they say “ thus it does not become us.’

The circumstances of the case, to-!
gether with the language empjoyed,
compel us to affirm that Jesus was im/
mersed by John in Jordan. I need
not, at present, dwell upon the weighty
evidence acknowledged in every direg-
tion that the word employed means to
dip, or immerse. No other language

will agree with the circumstances T .o
us try it. We will read it thué:—

“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to

« + And Jesus when He was
sprinkled went up straightway out of
the water,” Any one can see there is
waot of barmony here between the
circumstances and the language. Such
incongruity is the dissonance of error.
WhygototheJordan tosprinkle ? When
did we ever see our Pedobaptist (riends
leave their house of worship and gather
at a river to sprinkle either infants or
adults ? Truth is harmonious, and this
is seen very plainly in the various in-
stances of believer's baptism given in
the New Testament ; the circumstan-
ces, when mentioned, never accord with
any other method than immersion. The
eunuch said to Philip, see here is water
what doth hinder me to be baptised.
Both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water, and came up out of the
water. Johnwasbaptizingin Znon near
to Salem because there was much water
there. Beilievers are said to be buried
with Christ in baptism uuto death. You
perceive these passages beautifully ac-
cord with immersion, and with that
alone.

The events accompanying our Lord's
baptism are very striking. The gran-
deur of the scene equals that of the
transfiguration, with which it has been
compared. Here each of the three
divine persons in the glorious Trinity
gives testimony to the ordinance. The
Son submits by the approval of the
Father, and the Spirit lights upon Him.
The dove is the emblem of peace, and
is indicative of that satisfaction of heart
realised by all who faithfully follow
their Lord. The eunuch went on his
way rejoicing. There is agitation in
the minds of many of God’s people
that will never be allayed, until they
have shown their love to the Saviour
in the waters of baptism.

Il. Let us notice more particularly
the inferences to be drawn from Christ’s
baptism. 1. First and foremost it may
be affirmed that as long as the Bible
and the Bible alone be the religion of
Protestants, baptism, as we hold it, must
prevail. Not only does it shine here
with such radiance at the commence-
ment, but it is luminous in the whole

tism it will be suflicient to poiat to the

course of New Testament doctrine, and,

Jordan to John to be sprinkled by Him. |

followers of the Lord; others from

Jesus says “thus it becometh us ;"{ want of Christian manliness have fallen

out of the ranks. Here and there one
has smothered his principles for a piece
of bread (like Esau who sold his birth-
right for a mess of pottage), or stran.
gled his baptismal vow to please a rel-
ative. A conscientious change of
opinion must be respected ; but the
most that men can do is to pity the
cowardice that so easily yields to the
temntaor

Baptists make the greatest and most
prominent profession; it is required
that they be least sinful and most
Christ-like.  Know ye not,” says the
Apostle, “thut so many of us as were
baptized into Christ were baptized into
His death. Therefore we are buried
with Him in baptism into death, that
like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even
80 we also should walk in newness of
life.”

In commending the truth to others
we should act with a single eye to the
glory of God. Subordinate to this let
us keep in view the interests of truth
and the welfare of men’s souls.

There can be no doubt that it is the
daty of. every believer in Jesus to be
baptized, and it camnot be wrong to
seek to bring all to obedience. There
are wroog motives and wrong methods ;
but it is Christlike to teach the truth
to our fellow-men. It, therefore, can-
pot but be right and kind to lead
Christians of every name into fellow-
ship with the Saviour in baptism ; amid
the brightness df the opening heavens.
to hear the approval of our Father, and
to receive the abiding presence of the
Holy Spirit. These privileges may be
enjoyed by every believer who is bap-
tized nto the name of the Fdther, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,

In conclusion, before we have the
right to go with Christ in baptism, we
must receive Him a8 our Saviour. If
thou believest thou mayest be baptized.
Without faith there can be no fellow.
ship with Jesus in an ordinance, and we
Shall have no joy without love. The
gospel must first be preached, then re-
ceived, alter this the test of sincerity.
First receive Him as a Saviour, then
copy His example. Find Him at the
cross, follow Him in baptism, be faithful
unto death.

Listen, once more, to the divine ap-
proval, spoken amid the radiance of
heaven : Zhis is my beloved Son, My
hearers, is that beloved Son your be-
loved Saviour? In whom I am well
pleased. Dear friends, are you well
pleased ? I don't ask if you are

pleased with what 1 baveuid{n giving
testimony to the truth of my text; but
are you pleased with the Saviour as
He emerges from the waters of
and with the testimony of God

i

Born Again,

This is ultimate doctrine. It is essen-

tial Christianity. Itisevidently a piece,

not of human, but of divine philosophy,

and it came down from above. The coin

which bears the image and superscrip-

tion of Ceesar is Casar’s coin ; and the

thought which bears the image and

superscription of God is God’s thought.
Christ alone offers to create man anew

in the image of God. Every sinner so
transformed is a demonstration that the
gospel is the power of God unto salva.

tion. The new birth is the substance of
Christianity and the miracle of miracles-
It is more than to open the eyes of a
blind man, or to strengthen the feet of a
lame man. ‘I am come that ye might
have life, and have it moreubundantly ”
The new birth carries with it all that
man needs. What goes with the new
birth? All that belongs to the new life.
When a volunteer is accepted and sworn
in as a soldier in the regular army, what
goes with his new position? All that
belongs to the soldier's life—clothing,
food, shelter, a place in the ranks, daily
discipline, and everything that goes into
a soldier’s life., When a man believes
in the Lord Jesus, and is born again,
he gains all that belongs to the man in
Christ. He has become a child of God,
and comes into possession of a}’lz the
rights and privileges that go with mem-
bership in God’s household—the robe,
the ring, the fatted calf, pardon for sin
peace with God, daily food and daily
spiritual raiment, a place in the ranks,
discipline, grace in this world, and eter-
nal life in the world to come.

A man never could become a soldier
by stealing one after another the various
pieces of a soldier’s regimentals, tricking
himself out in them, and strutting about
alone in his borrowed finery. Habili-
ments do not make the man, A man
can never become a Christian by imita-
ting aswell as he can Christian graces,
and going about like a wolf in sheep’s
clothing, or a bird in borrowed plumage.
We do not want the signs of the life;
we want the life. Regeneration is a
change taking place at the very fountain
and centre of life. It means revolution
delivery from the power of sin. The
swearing man will cease to swear, the
lying man will cease to lie, the unclean
man will cease to be unclean. A sol
dier is immediately freed from civil res:
ponsibilities. He pays no taxes ; he has

na home : ha laaves father, mother. wife,
to be a soldier. The sinner is freed

from the dominion of sin by becoming a
Christian. There is no other freedom
than that which comes by manumission.

The new birth brings back all that
man has lost through sin. Men say
“ This is a material age: Railroads and
grain-elevators we understand; but
spirit—what is spirit ? The new birth
—what is the new birth? We have not
so much as heard if there be a new
birth,” Such men are like travellers
carryiog a lantern after the light is put
out, The spirit bas gone out; prophe
cies, tongues, miracles, gifts of healing
—all are gone. Like stupid boys we
have lost them all, We are carrying an
extinguished lantern, and call it Materi-
alism. What have we left of the super-
natural? XNothing but the rusty frame.
Regeneration gone, prophecy gone,
inspiration gone, hell gone, and heaven
going. We have lost everything that
God gave.

All come back with the new birth.
The flame is lighted ; the spirit is reviv-
ed. God has come back to the world,
and the spirit of man so inspired
breathes forth every note of its very
best music. Every bush is aflame, and
every mountain glows. The world is
thrilling with the Divine Presence, and
the creature is a new greature. Old
things bave passed away, or rather, old
things have become new, because
Charged with a new and heavenly mean
ing. Man born again is man at his best :
man possessed once more of his ancient
properties and restored to his first inti-
macy with supernal powers. The word
means more than we know.

We may narrow and debase our words
as we punch and clip our coins. We
take only one meaning. Jesus used the
words “ born again” broadly, to inclade
all that belongs to the Divine life. The
fact is, there are many births, and the
lowest and Jeast is natural birth. Bet
ter that a man were never born, than
that he were born and not born again,
born many times. A tragedy in many
acts. Transitions and transitions “ from
glory to glory.”

We are now at the eritical point. Ey-
ery thing turns on the next question.
“Ye must be born again,” does sdme
man say, with a little scoraful emphasis
upon the word “ must” ? “ Can we work
miracles? Are we Gods to Yill and
make alive? Do you say in the same
breath, it is the work of the Spivit, and
that we must be born again 7" Yes, we

uyhmmmnhpm
that unaided man is unable to be born

again of himself as he is to raise the

-

dead, and we instantly add :  Ye must
be born again.” “ Moses, go down into
the land of Egypt, and stand before
King Pharoah.” “ How shall I stand
before King Pharaoh ? Who am I, to do
this great thing?’ ¢ Moses, cast that
rod in thine hand to the ground ; there,
it is a serpent. Now takeit by the tail ;
there, it is a rod again. Now go; I am.
going with you.” It makes a great dif,
ference who goes with us. If God
speaks when we speak, our speaking
will amount to something, See how our
Lord helped Nicodemus when he was
puzzled and distressed. He said “1
have been telling you heavenly things
and you do not understand. We will go
back to earthly things and begin all over
again, Nicodemus, you know something
about history. Do you remember in your
nation’s history anything about ‘a ser-
pent? Do you recall that scene in the
wilderness ? Now listen, I ain going to
tell you something. As Moses lifted up

that serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up that
whosoever believeth in him shoufd not
perish but have everlasting life.” Res-
toration was connected with the serpent.
It was God’s arrangement. Regenera-
tion is connected with Christ by Divine
appointment. No man is born in
apart I‘ror:n(?\gxst. We cannot explain
the mystery but we affirm, the reality
of the connection, ‘ Whosoever be-
lieveth shall not perigsh, but have ever-
lasting life.”

To every man it dealt the measure of
faith. You ecannot do anything?
Nay, you can do everything. With
faith all things are possible, Let

God’s declaration shut out our
hasty mouths. “ I am going with
you.” Then we are able to go,

“You must be born again.” You ecan
be born again.—N, Y. Evangelist.

- Pap—
-

Silenced.

A dancing professor felt it his duty to
win one of his many associates to Christ.
‘0, y’ said he, ‘I long to see
you a christian, Do come to Jesus, ;z;t

bl

you? *“For what? was the t
rejoinder. ¢ Why, for salvation. t
you want tobe saved? ¢Yes, I do;
but what particular sins do you want
me to be saved from ?’ ¢ Why, we are
all sinners, you know,” ¢ Yes, I know ;
but I do not cheat, steal, lie, swear, nor
use tobacco. What lack I yet? ¢ Do
you pray? *“No, do you? ¢ Yes,
said the ‘ Name-to-live, ‘I pray for
you.! ‘For me! when, 1'd like to
know ?” Monday pight you were at
the dance ; Tuesday night I met you at
the ball, andl we dido’t get home
know, until four o’clock in the morning ;
Wednesday night I saw you at the so-
ciable, and like the rest of us you * car-
ried on like sixty ;; Thursday night [
don’t know where you were, but if
cards could testify, they would tell
what you and I were up to, until two
o'clock Friday night, and now it is Sat-
urday, and for the life of me I can’t
tell what time you've bhad for pra
this week, or when you could have felt
like it.  Oh, I forget. Your church
Lolds a prayer-meeting every Thurs-
day evening, does it not 7’ ¢ Yes.
‘And was that where you were last
Thusday night? ¢ Yes, certainly.’
* Did you pray for me there ¢ I tried
to,’ was the faint response. ¢ Well I
don’t want to hurt your feelings ; but for
conscience ’ sake don’t do that again.
If you pray tor anybody pray for your-
self. You claimed when you were con-
verted to have had more bappiness in
one hour than you had had in your
whole lite before, and if that had been
true, I should have been a Christiad
long before now ; but as far as I can
#ee, you seek your happiness just where
I do,~—in the world ; and if it is right
for you it can’t be wrong for me.! So
sayiog, he departed, leaving his friend
to ponder upon his ways, and wonder
how effectual and fervent the prayers
of one could be w{m was trying faith-
fully to serve God and mammoan, or
bow much such prayers cou!d avail in
the salvation of lost souls.— Christian
Secretary,

?MOG P em—

ANOTHER ILLUSION DISSIPATED.—
The Valley ot Death in the Island
of Java, where ‘the deadly Upas
tree’ exerted its baneful influence over
all the forms of life, turas out to be a
huge imposture. The scientific curios.
ity of Dr. Quto Kuoutze, the celebrated

Pakamaran for himself, and to investi-
gate its potent death-sleeping effects.
His guides and servants would not
countenance such temerity, and one of
them tried to hold bim back from certain
death by sheer force. But he pushed
on, and found, instead of a myriad
skeletons of beasts, serpents, and birds,
that such a thing as even a dead fly
was not to be discovered, after a long
and careful search, and that the valley
was quite as healthy as any other part
of the Island.  Igo®rance, and super-
stition bad created a fearful myth,
which has now gone the way of many
another haunted region, and many
another priestly terror. Poisonous ex-
balations are common enough in all
undrained tropical regions; but the
birds are as sale from their effects in
flying over the valley of the Upas-tree

as over the most favoured spot of culti-
vated land the earth contains.

German explorer, impelled him to visit .
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