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THER CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, APRIL 5, 188%. 

Ihe Chistian Rlessenger, 
Eo. — 

SUNDAY. READING. 
In these days when books and papers 

are all around us, it is well to ask our- 

selves at times what reading is suited 
to the Sabbath and what is not. .In 

general terms, it may be said that it. is 

well to avoid on that day the reading 

that §s’common on the other days of the 
week. The political newspaper, the 

popular magazine, the agricultural and 
the scientific journal, and the commer- 
cial reports should be left undisturbed 
on the Sabbath. Six.days of the week 

are enough for these, the seventh may 

claim for itself a different service. 

That modern agency for seclarizing the 

Lord’s Day, the Sunday newspaper, so 
common in some cities of the United 
States, should not find a place in a 
Christian household. Its columns are, 

for the most part, filled with politics, 
the gossip of the time, new projects for 
making money, news of the markets, 

business advertisements, and sentimen- 

tal stories. Such papers are made to 

suit the tastes of people who have no 

desire to be present at any place of 

religious worship. As their influence 
tends to break down all distinctions 

between the Sabbath and other days of 

the week, Christians should steadily 
refuse to give them any patronage. 

The literature of a more permanent 
clpss, that may be helpful in various 
ways at other times, but is not gpecially 

suited to quicken the religious sensibil. 
itiet and deepen the impression that 

comes from the coatemplation of the 

spiritual facts in man’s existence, may 

be left on the shelves on this day. The 

Sabbath is designed for spiritual im. 
provement. The poetry, the biography, 
the sermen, the narrative of Christian 

labor, that will make men feel more 

and more the werth of the spiritual 
elements in life, that will help us to 

develop more perfectly the graces of 
the Christian character, should reczive 

attention on thisday. The department 
of biography is large and very valua. 
ble, setting forth, as it does, the meth" 

eds, the principles, the success, and the 
spirit of men and women who have 
been eminent in Christian service. The 

Sabbath School libraries should be 
church libraries, containing works suited 
to the tastes and needs of adult mem- 
bers, as well as those designed for the 

benefit of children. But the Bible, 
above all others, is the book for the 
Lord's Day. Meditation on its doc- 
trines sand promises renews faith and 
hope, and, together with the influenees | 
of public worship, prepares us to enter 
on the-datiesof the week with theabiding 
conviction that there are realities more 
important than these things that are 
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THE INDIANS OF THE 
DOMINION. 

The management of Indian affairs is 
an important branch of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, at present in 
esharge of the Right Honorable Sir 
John A. Macdonald, Premier of Cana- | 
da. The Blue Book concerning the 
Indians, lately submitted to the Leg- 
islature, is a pamphlet of abeut 500 
pages, containing some very interesting 
information respecting eur eopper-col- 
oured fellow citizens. Let us look 
at it, 

It will, no doubt, surprise Many peo- 
ple in these older Provinces, where we | 

gentle race” was fast passing away, to 
learn that the census lately taken gives | 

dian population of Canada. Of course | 
the major portion of these people are in 
the Great North-West and in British | 
Columbia, abeut 85,000 being found in | 

| 

number now reported in Quebec is 
11,071; New Bronswick, 1,4164 P. 
E. Island, 290; while. in Rupert's 
Land 3,770 is given as an approximate 
censis. It nfay be that this increase of 
numbers has been partially occasioned 
by the later census being more correctly 

taken than it was formerly. 

In administering this department of 

Indian affairs, in supporting a nume- 

rous army of commissioners, superin- 
tendents, inspectors, agents, school 
and trade iostructors, in payment of 

annuities and in supplying Indians 
with buildings, agricaltural implements, 

cattle amd general plant, and the 
necessary expenses of freighting, etc. 

elc.,, etc, the expenditure on account 
of Parliamentary appropriations last 

year amounted to about $810,000. In 

addition to this the amount expended | 

from the Indian Trust Fund, (a fund 

arising from sale of Indian land grants, 

ect.), was about $250,000. If we add 

to this the money expended for mount- 
ed police in the North-West Territories 

last year, which is required there 
wholly on account of the presence of 

the restless Indiams there, amounting 

to about $290,000, we have in round 

numbers $1 350,000 as the whole ex- 

penditure in connection with our In. 

dian population. If it is asked why | 

this immense sum is required to be ex- | 

pended in this department, an amount | 

which has been, and doubtless will | 

continue to increase by rapid strides, 

the utilitarian as well as the politician 

will reply that “it is cheaper to feed 
than to fight the Indians.” This is but 

one of the difficalt problems which are 

ever recurriig in connection with these 

people, and great wisdom and discretion 

are required in order to arrive at their 

proper solution. 

Great importance is attached to the 

education of these Indians. The diffi- 

culties and obstacles to be overcome 

are very great. In fact the system of 

schools so far adopted cannot be regard- 

ed as much better than an experiment, 

so far as the new Provinces are con- 

cerned. The total number of pupils 

reported in the whole Dominion is only 

4,216, while the average daily attend- 

ance is but about balf that number, 

which is abundant evidence that their 

educational status is still immature. 

The religious condition of these abe- 

rigines is far from satisfactory. As 

fellow citizens they have strong claims 

upon us. They present a fine field, all 

our owny for missionary labour. Of 

more than 70,000 Indians who roam 

over the almost boundless prairies ef 

the great North West and through 

British Columbia, it can only be said 

that they are pagams. It is true that 

there are a few hopeful missions sta- 

tioned at points near the borders, but | 

they are only oases in a great spiritual | 
wilderness. Who will go up and pos- | 

sess the land ? 

The pamphlet before us is not merely 

ac ompendium of statistics and accounts, 

but it contains most elaborate and ex- 

haustive reports from the officers in 

charge of the various tribes and bands | 
| of Indians, replete with every variety 

of information respecting their present 

condition, and also a comprehensive 

sketch of the country they occupy, with | 

its varied resources, illustrated by nu- 

merous plans of the reserves surveyed | 

and allotted to the several bands. 

OUR INDIAN POLICY, 
The official tour of eur Governor- 

General, the Marquis of Lorne, through | 
the North-West last summer was pro- | 

ductive of much good. He not only | 

acquired and gave to the world much | 

useful information respecting the re- 

| sources of that “land of premise,” but 

population he could see their real con- 

dition, and he embraced the opportu- 

nity to impress upon them the fact that 

their “ great mother,” the Queen whom 

| 

| a total of 107.722 as the present In. | by persomal contact with the ports 

| 

| 

each of these sections of the Dominion. 
It is, however, a fact that the race is nog | 
fading out, on the contrary, they are | 
increasing about as fast in proportien to | 
gheir ‘numbers as the other people of | 
Canada. It is not possible to obtain cor. | 
reet data respecting the new Provinces, | 
but in Ontario, where efforts to bring 
them under the influences of civilization 
and religious training have beemn most | 
successful, we find that while there were 
some 12,000 of them reported im the 
census of 1871, the number now has 
increased to 15,780. Even in Nova 
Scotia their number has increased the 
past decade from 1,626 to 2,219, The 

| 

| 

he represented, sincerely desired to 

promote their happiness and welfare, | 

and alo that it was hoped and expected | 
that in return for the honorable, just, | 

and liberal treatment accorded them by | 
the Government, they would shew | 
themselves to be good, loyal, and useful | 
citizens. | 

The history of the Indian policy | 
pursued by our neighbors in the United | 
States has been a record of wrengs and | 

crimes which are a sad blot upon the 

national anvals. Unfortunately for | 

the Indians their enemies have been | 

their only historians. But, according 

| the most warlike and enterprising ma- | 

poor native was too often treated as if 

he had ‘no rights that ‘should be re- 
spected ; he was hunted like a wild 

animal before the onward march of the 
dominant race. Kven when not so 

pursued, his acquaintance with the vices 

of civilization was equally fatal, until 
whole tribes of the red men have been 
completely annihilated. The sanctity 
of treaty obligations has not always 
afforded any protection. But when 
their open violation has induced the 

savage Indian to fight, cruel and terri- 

ble have been the wars which have 

desolated the borders. It is only in 
late years that our neighbors have | 
learned by bitter experience that the 
missionary and the teacher are cheaper 
and better civilizers than the sword 
and rifle in dealing with the Indians. 
The policy inaugurated by the Gov- 

ernment of Canada in respect to our 
aborigines, has, however, been based 
upon the dictates of humanity and 
Justice. We have profited by the ex- 
perience of our meighbors. We believe 
that the Indians have ** certain inalien- 
able rights” in the land they occupy. 
These rights we have purchased from 
them by treaty obligations which we 
are bound to earry out in their integrity. 

According to the treaties of 1871 
negotiated by Governer Archibald, then 
in Manitoba, each Indian family of five 

persons is to receive one hundred and 
sixty acres of land in a suitable re- 
serve, selected by the Indians them- 
selves, and fifteen dollars a year, or 
land and dollars in the same proportion 
as there were more or less persons in a 
family ; schools were to be established 
under certain conditions ; they were to 
receive animals as a nucleus for stock- 
mg the reserve, with certain farming 
implements ; and to prohibit the intro- 
duction and sale of intoxicating liquors 
within the reserves. 

These terms were the basis upon 
which subsequent treaties have been 
made, and certainly they imposed no 
very onerous obligations on the Do- 
minion. The Report before us shows 
us how these stipulations are being 
carried into operation, and it is inte- 
resting to see the Cmeasure of success 
which has been already attained. The 
object seught is to acquaint the Indians 
with the requirements of civilized life 
by education, to intreduce among them 
various kinds of work by practical im- 
pulse and instruction, gradually to in- 
spire them with a sense of responsibility 
through the ewnership of private pro- 
perty, to wean them away from the 
precarious pursuits. of hunting, and to 
depend upon the products ef the soil 
and their own labour for a living, With 
these benevolent ends in view it is. de- 
signed to divide the tribes as much 
as possible into small bands and allot 
each band a separate reservg, and so 
dissolve, by gradual steps, their-tribal 
cohesion, and merge them in the body 
politic as independent and self-relying 
men, invested with all the rights which 
other inhabitants of the country possess, 

It must not be supposed that there is 
any essential difference between the 
Indians in Canada, and their brethren 
farther south, on American territory. 
The largest tribe in the North West, 
the Blackfeet are known to be one. of 

tions of the whole Indian race, hence 
the danger of collision with settlers, 
and the difficulties of the Indian ad- 
ministration are always present—and 
growing more aggravated every day. | 
The success of our Indian Policy in the 
past is a matter of congratulation, and 
warrants usin entertaining the tiope that 
by wise and judicious management, the 
future may be equally prosperous. 

THE MICMAC INDIANS. 
Of the small bands of these people 

scattered through the Maritime Proy- 
inces not much need be said. As an 
indication of their growth we may say | 
that the census of 1861 gave 2,619 as | 
their full number at that time. They 
have, however, increased to nearly dou- 
ble that mumber in the twenty years, 
4,925 being now found in the three 
Provinces. 

Like most Indians they are of a 
roving disposition, hunting and fishing 
being their favourite employment. 
They have a traditional antipathy to | 
agricultural pursuits, and are, for the 
most part, of lazy, shiftless habits. Of | 
late years, however, they have been 
organized into districts, with reserves 
under the care of duly appointed agents, 

1 

| 

to this testimon it is apparent that the | and some success has been attained in 

inducing, them, to learn and follow the 
white man’s way of making a living. 

In Nova Scotia there are 13 of these 
agencies, and four schools have been 
provided in connection with them, at 
which 107 pupils are reported to have 
attended during the past year. The 
sum of $4,483.33 was expended by the 
agents in providing food, seed grain, 
agricultural implements, schools, ete., 
and in payment of salaries. 
The Roman Catholic Church holds 

undoubted sway over all the people: 
Efforts have been made by Protestant 
organizations for their spiritual and in- 
tellectual improvement, but with little 
perceptible results. Rev. 'S. T. Rand 
has, as the agent of the Micmac Mis- 
sionary Society, devoted his life to the 
work of raising these people out of the 
moral darkness and superstition which 
envelopes them, and a large sum of 
money has been expended in tranglating 
and publishing the Scriptures into their 
language. But, compared with other 
missions instituted about the same times 
this one has had a very discouraging 
history. The great day can alone dis- 
close the results of so much earnest 
prayer and self-denying labours, but so 
far as is apparent Romanism still holds 
these people in entire subjection. Apart 
from the fact that a valuable property 
situated near Hantsport, which cost 
about $3,000, and upon which there are 
extensive stone qbarries, is held in trust 
for the Micmac Missionary Society, it 
is ‘doubtful whether this organization, 
which has not held any meetings for 
some years, can be considered as baving 
any vital existence. 

EERE ced SEE 

We have in the London Baptist a 
report of a public discussion on Infant 
Baptism, which took place last month 
in a barn at Bowerchalke, between 
Earl Nelson and Rev. Mr. Ottley, 
principal of the Salisbury Theological 
College—the champions of the Church 
of England on the one side ; and on the 
other side the Rev. G. Short, pastor of 
the Salisbury Baptist Church, and Re, 
Mr. Collier, pastor of the Dowton Bap- 
tist Church. The chair was occupied 
by the Rev. Mr. Collett, the vicar 
of the Parish. The proceedings were 
opened by singing and prayer. Af- 
terwards the Chairman explained the 
origin—or, rather, the cause—of the 
meeting. At a recent lecture which 
Mr. Kendall, the village schoolmaster, 
gave in the schoolroom, on the Church, 
some of those present, not members of 
the Church of England, attended and 
expressed their views on the subjects 
touched upon by the lecturer. The 
meeting gave such general satisfaction 
that a wish was expressed by a great 
many of the parishioners that some 
further meetings of the same kind 
should take place, After turning the 
matter over in his mind —and receiving 
the adviee of one or two of his friends, 
he came to the conclusion that the hest 
thing to do, instead of holding a number 
of small meetings, would be to get a 
large one, where the question—which 
had now resolved itself, into one con- 
cerning”boly baptism—should be thor- 
oughly discussed. Of course, he need 
hardly remind them that the question 
involved matters of the deepest import- 
ance—from whatever point of view 
they regarded ic; whether they looked 
upon it as Church people or Baptists 
they must all believe baptism to be a 
necessary ordinance to the entrance into 
the Chureh Of God. (Hear, hear, and 
“Ne, no.”) It must be remembered that 
they were not there that evening 
arrayed one against the other, but sim- 
ply as Christians desirous of stating the 
trath. The result they left entirely in 
the hands of God. 
Mr. Collett made some other obser- 

vations, in which he explained that it 
was intended to allow ¥ch of the Prin. 
cipal speakers half-an-hour each, and 

\ theothers who took part in the discussion 
five minutes each. 
The discussion was carried on with 

much good feeling, and lasted between 
three and four hours, the barn was filled 
to overflowing, among the audience 
were to be scen several Church of Eng- 
land clergymen. 

This is quite an unusual course of 
procedure ameng the Anglican clergy. 
The results will doubtless be beneficial. 

. -_-- 

Dr. ScuurMaN is appointed one of the 
Examiners of the Baptist College at 
at Toronto, and will spend two or three 
weeks there next month, 

GRANTS TO COLLEGES. 
The brief reference made in our last 

issue to the masterly inaction of the 
Government apd Legislature in respect 
to this question has called forth a charac: 
teristic reply from our esteemed cons 
temporary, the Presbyterian Witness. 
We are reminded once more that the 
Presbyterians are not receiving * state 
aid” in connection ‘with their work, that 
it is rather the Province which is re- 
ceiving most valuable assistance from 
the Presbyterians in carrying on. the 
higher education of the country, and 
the hope is expressed that the time is 
not far distant when our good friends 
Shall be relieved of the great burden 
which they have been bearing, with so 
much patience, these many years. This 
picture of self-sacrifice and profound 
devotion te the public good is certainly 
very aftecting. For ourselves we con- 
fess that we seldom read the oft-repeated 
story without being deeply touched by 
it, “It would be a most disastrous 
thing for the Province to be without a 
College such as Dalhousie is,” says our 
contemporary. Why so? Perhaps our 
good brother will help us to “under- 
stand the question with which we are 
dealing.” The Baptists have Acadia 
College, the Episcopalians have Kings, 
the Methodists Mount Allison, and the 
Roman Catholics have their own Colle- 
ges. It can hardly be a “disastrous 
thing” for these denominations to be 
“without a College such as Dalhousie 
is,” and together they constitute three- 
fourths of the people of this Province. 

Indeed, we believe that a great boon 
would be conferred upon the Province 
generally if the anomaly, “such as Dal- 
housie is,” should cease to exist alto- 

gether, provided all that is Provincial in 
connection with that institution were 
devoted to some purpose consistent 
with the original design, in which all 
sections of the people could share,—to 
Technology, for example. We can well 

understand that some Presby‘erians sup- 
pose that to be without a College such 
as Dalhousie is would be “a most disas- 
trous thing ” for them, but the whole of 
that worthy denomination constitutes 
less than one-fourth of the people of this 
Province ; and Halifax is not all Nova 
Scotia. Baptists, Methodists, Episcopa- 
lians, and Roman Catholics,—four out of 
five of the larger denominations of Chris- 
tians into which the great bulk of the pec. 
pleof this Province are divided,—affirm 
that they do not need and do notjdesire 
a Provincial University. These people 
say that they will net, and that, in their 
judgment, they cannot consistently, or 
justly, share in such an institution. Why 
should “a College such as Dalhousie” — 
the only College in the Provinee receiv 
ing State support—be maintained for 
the fifth" denomination, the Presbyte- 
rians? On what principle of public 
policy can such favoritism—such unfair 
‘discrimination—be justified ? Is not eivil 
and religious equality fully recognized in 
this country? We humbly conceive 
that there is very much in the conten- 
tion of those who believe that the State 
should contribute nothing whatever to 
the support of the higher collegiate 
education, but we are citizens of a free 
country, and as long as public funds are 
devoted to that purpose in this Province, 
80 long will we contiuue to demand that 
a fair share be given to the friends and 
supporters of Acadia College. 

A — TE —— 

“The Acadian Scienee Club” is an in- 
tation formed at Wolfville, for the pur- 
pose of promoting scientific study * and 
to afford its members the means for 
mutual assistance in the pleasing and 
ennobling study of Nature's werks.” 
The officers ares 

President— Albert Coldwell, A. M,, 
Instructor in Natural Science, Acadia 
College. 

Directors—C. W. Roscoe, Inspector 
of Schools; A. J. Denten, A. B.; J. F. 
Godfrey : W. P. Shafer, A. B; W, 
W. Saunders. 

Secreta and Treasurer—A. J. 
Pineo, A. B. oy: 

The handsome Brattle Square 
Church, Boston, which cost $400,000, 
recently purchased by the Baptists for 
$100,000, has sculptured on its tower, 
a christening scene. 

The Christian Register, supposing 
this will be an embarrassment to the 
Baptist congregation, remarks as fol 
lows : 

“ We congratulate our Baptist breth- 
ren in their possession of the new 
Brattle Street Church at so small a 
figure ; but we condole with them also 
in view of the difficulties they will 
have to encounter in correcting the 
bad echoes, not enly within but with- 
out. A large sounding-board by # good 
Baptist mechanic may correet the in- 

fearfully pedobaptist echo from th 

terior difficulty ; but how about (= study and in 

christening'scene on the tower? The 
font! is too small to be made into a tank, 
and the babe not old enough to have 
been properly indoctrinated, or to have 
experienced religion. We don’t see 
that anything but a brand-new tablet 
can remedy that heretical chiselling.” 
On this the Watchman dryly re- 
marks : 

The Baptists, so far from being em- 
barrassed by the presence of the chris- 
tening scene on the tower, will find it 
pointing a useful moral. At the pres- 
ent rate of decline, infant christening 
will, ere long, have become a thing 
the past. And when our children or 
“ What mean those figures on the tower 
of this church?” “Tt represents” will 
be the answer, “a rite that through 
some centuries was substituted for 
Christ's ordinance of the baptism ef 
believers” 

S.J camer] Been of Books 
Sere TREADWELL, a great struggle ; by 

Miss L. Bates. pp. 215, Price 75 ots. 
Baptist Publication Society of Phila- 
delphia. 

Another story depicting the terrible 
condition of a man under the control of 
the drinking habit. If not literally 
true, it is far less than the. truth, and 
if no fiction, it is, but one case out of 
ten thousand who sacrifice the happiness 
of wife and children, character, health, 
and all that is dear in this life for the 
gratification of that one debasing  ap- 
petite. 

Eben Shute, of Tremont Temple, 
Boston, is constantly getting up some- 
thing fresh for Sunday School work. 
He sends us specimens of his Sunpay 
SCHOOL Crass BIRTHDAY Book, for 
the use of teachers end scholars, a small 
book for the pocket, worth, we suppese 
about 6 cents; and some sheet copies 
of the Wide Awake Series of Ques- 
tions on the International S. S. Lessons, 
6 cents a dozen. 

The following article appeared first 
in The Occident. It seems well adapt- 
ed to all churches: 

PRAY FOR YOUR PASTOR. 

Five times in his Epistles the great 
Apostle to the Gentiles writes, Pray 
for us.” No doubt these converts from 
heathenism thought it very strange that 
he sheuld peed their prayers. They 
were but babes in Christ, while he had 
received a special revelation, had been 
caught up into the third heaven, and 
was in labors more abundant than ally 
his bretbren. But Paul knew that hi§ 
success in the ministry could come only 
from the grace of God, that grace was 
given in answer to prayer, and that the 
supplicatien of the youngest and feeb- 
lest saint could not fail to reach the ear 
and the heart of the Most High. He 
knew, too, that nothing would so de- 
velop the new life in the hearts of his 
convert: as an unselfish interest in 
others, and in the progress of the 
kingdom Gf Christ. Heng, for their 
sake, 8 sake, and for Biot sake, 
h¢ would have all the saints praying 
for him, that he might open his mouth 
boldly, to make kmown the mystery of 
the gospel.” 

If this inspired apostle needed and 
longed for the ‘prayers of others in his 
behalf, much more do the ministers of 
the gospel in our day. They way not 
often utter this request of Paul's, but 
they realize deeply their dependence on 
the help of their hearers at the throne 
of grace. Every Christian ought to 
pray regularly for his minister, because 
the interests of the congregation, both 
financial and spiritual, depend largely 
upon the wisdom and the grace that 
God shall gjve him. In praying for the 
minister, we pray for the work in which 
ke is engaged, for the prosperity of the 
cause in which he is our-leader, for the 
advancement of believers in the divine 
life, aud for the conversion of sinners. 
Rea'izing that the treasure is in an 
earthen vessel, that he is a’ man of like 
passions with ourselves, we are anxious 
that God should keep him from all 
error, from all weakness and fear; 
should reveal in him the * excellency of 
the power.” 5 

Lange says: “ Advanced Christians 
are readily forgotten by us in our inter- 
cessions, which we regard as less neces- 
sary for them, and think, perhaps, that 
they pray themselves, and better than 
we. We do net reflect that they are 
also most exposed to the enemy, and 
must contend in the front rank.” Yes, 
ministers, or leaders of the sacramental 
host, mot enly need special grace for 
their work, but they are exposed to 
peculiar temptations. As in war the 
sharp-shooters aim at the officers, so Satan tries Lis best to lead ministers astray. He knows that if he cag dr 
a man from the pulpit into the gutter, he 
has inflicted a greater injury upon the cause tham if he secured the fall of g private Christian. Where he plies his 
temptations most insidiously, the Church 
should ply her prayers most fers ently, 

Another reason why the hearer of 
the gospel should pray for the minister, 
is, that the minister prays for him ; yes, 
prays not only in ge sanctuary, but in 

18 chamber, for the 
souls to whom he is sent as God's am- 
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